Regulatory Committee

9.30am, Monday, 19 August 2019

Request for Variation: Taxi Vehicle Licence Conditions
(Advertising)
Executive/routine
Wards
Council Commitments

All

1.

Recommendations

1.1

It is recommended that the Regulatory Committee:
1.1.1 Considers the request from Dooh Smart Ltd to install its ‘Brightmove taxi top
illuminated advertising technology’ on City of Edinburgh Taxi vehicles;
1.1.2 If it agrees with the request to allow such installation, to note the intention to
delegate authority to the Executive Director of Place to approve such
installations;
1.1.3 Instructs the Chief Executive to include this additional delegation in future
drafts of the Council’s Scheme of Delegation when submitted to Council for
approval; and
1.1.4 Agrees a £57 one-off charge for examination of each vehicle in respect of
future applications.

Paul Lawrence
Executive Director of Place
Contact: Andrew Mitchell, Regulatory Services Manager
E-mail: andrew.mitchell@edinburgh.gov.uk l Tel: 0131 529 4042
Contact: Gordon Hunter, Licensing Regulatory Officer
E-mail: gordon.hunter@edinburgh.gov.uk I Tel: 0131 529 4042

Report

Request for Variation: Taxi Vehicle Licence Conditions
(Advertising)
2.

Executive Summary

2.1

The Committee is asked to consider a proposed variation to the current standard
conditions attached to taxi licences regarding advertising in or on the vehicles. The
Council has specific conditions based on the need for safety, which prevent nonstandard fittings from being added to a Taxi. The Committee is asked to consider
whether this style of advertising is appropriate, and if so to agree to the Council’s
Scheme of Delegation to Officers being amended to delegate authority to the
Executive Director of Place to approve this type of advertising, and to vary the
standard conditions of licence to disapply condition 299, insofar as it applies to
‘Brightmove taxi tops’ in the future.

3.

Background

3.1

The City of Edinburgh Council’s Licensing Conditions for Taxis, Private Hire Cars,
Taxi Drivers and Private Hire Car Drivers regulate the display of signage on or in
any vehicle submitted for licensing.

3.2

On 15 November 2013 the Regulatory Committee agreed to vary the standard
conditions of licence relating to the control of advertising on taxis. Prior to this date
all adverts or personalised marks had to be approved prior to them being placed on
the taxi. Following a period of consultation, new conditions were agreed which
removed the requirement for Council permission for certain types of advertising. In
effect this deregulated licensing controls on the content of advertising on taxis.

3.3

For safety reasons, and separate from the conditions referred to in 3.2 above,
condition 272 states “No fittings other than those approved may be attached to or
carried upon the inside or outside of the taxi”. Additionally, condition 27 provides
guidance on what is not considered a suitable form of advertisement.

4.

Main report

4.1

The City of Edinburgh Council has been contacted by Dooh Smart Ltd (Appendix 1)
requesting approval in principle to place additional signage on taxis.
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4.2

The proposed signage system (‘Brightmove taxi tops’) is a double-sided digital
advertising platform that sits on the roof of a taxi. The brightness of the screens
adheres to all roadside advertising regulations. There are two sensors (one for each
screen), to automate the brightness dependent on weather/light. Further system
details are provided in Appendix 1.

4.3

Condition 26 / 299 states “Advertisements on the exterior of taxis will be
categorised as either door, super-sides or full livery”. This system would not
currently be permitted under Condition 299.

4.4

As Condition 272 states “No fittings other than those approved may be attached to
or carried upon the inside or outside of the taxi”, the installation of this system would
not be approved under current conditions of licence.

4.5

Officers at the Taxi Examination Centre have inspected the system and would have
no objection to the operation of this system on the current taxi fleet approved by the
City of Edinburgh Council taxi model, subject to the monitoring of the system.
Should any undesirable features become apparent, the Taxi Examination Centre
would wish to have the power to withdraw authority for its installation and use. A
report from the Taxi Examination Centre is attached at Appendix 3. Police Scotland
have no objections to the application (Appendix 4).

4.6

If the committee approves in principle the fitting of ‘Brightmove taxi tops’ on taxis, it
is requested that it also agrees to the Council’s Scheme of Delegation to Officers
being amended to delegate authority to the Executive Director of Place, via the Taxi
Examination Centre, to give approval in terms of standard licence condition 26 for
individual applications to install ‘Brightmove taxi tops’ and to vary the standard
conditions of licence to disapply condition 299 insofar as it applies to ‘Brightmove
taxi tops’. Inspectors would have discretion to direct the removal of any advertising,
should a problem arise.

4.7

An application fee of £57 per vehicle is proposed to allow applicants to vary the
terms of their licence in this respect.

4.8

A similar application to allow roof top advertising on Taxis was refused following
consideration at the Regulatory Committee on 21 November 2016.

4.9

The ‘Brightmove taxi tops’ system was approved by Transport for London in 2017
(Appendix 2), and more recently in Birmingham in September 2018.

4.10 Representatives of the applicant Dooh Smart Ltd have indicated that they intend to
appear and present to the Committee.

5.

Next Steps

5.1

Council officers will monitor the implementation of the proposed changes if
approved.
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6.

Financial impact

6.1

A one-off charge of £57 per application is proposed.

6.2

The Council’s scale of fees for licensing applications was approved with effect from
1 April 2019. Any costs implementing policy changes will be contained within the
current ring-fenced income generated from licence application fees.

7.

Stakeholder/Community Impact

7.1

The proposal would permit individual operators to apply, but does not impose any
additional conditions on the wider trade and therefore its impact will be limited.

7.2

Applicants whose variation application is refused will have a right of appeal to the
Sheriff.

7.3

There is no equalities impact arising from the contents of this report.

7.4

There is no environmental impact arising from the contents of this report.

8.

Background reading/external references

8.1

Licensing conditions for taxis and private hire cars, taxi and private hire car drivers

8.2

Item 6.2 Regulatory Committee Meeting 21 November 2016 - Request for Variation
of Taxi Licence Conditions

9.

Appendices

9.1
9.2
9.3
9.4

Appendix 1 - Dooh Smart Taxi Top Advertisings application
Appendix 2 – Letter from Transport for London dated 4th July 2019
Appendix 3 – Taxi Examination Report (still to be added)
Appendix 4 – Police Scotland Report
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Appendix 1
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DoohSmart Ltd
Edinburgh taxi top licence application

Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

Page 9

Page 10

Page 11

Appendix 2 – Letter from Transport for London dated 4th July 2019
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Appendix 3 – Taxi Examination Report
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Appendix 4 – Police Report
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