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Brunstane Road Closure (Progression to a Permanent 

Traffic Regulation Order) 

Executive/routine Executive 
Wards  17 – Portobello/Craigmillar 
Council Commitments  

 

1. Recommendations 

1.1 It is recommended that Committee: 

1.1.1 Notes the decision of Committee on 2 December 2021 to progress an 

Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) for Brunstane Road and the 

Coillesdene area; 

1.1.2 Notes the information provided in this report, including the responses 

received to the public engagement exercise and monitoring of the 

effectiveness of the ETRO; 

1.1.3 Approves the commencement of the legal process required to make the 

measures permanent under a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO); and 

1.1.4 Agrees that a request to extend the ETRO should be sought from the 

Scottish Government to ensure that there is no time gap between the ETRO 

ending and any permanent TRO commencing, if approved. 

 

 

 

Gareth Barwell 

Service Director for Operational Services 

Contact: Cliff Hutt, Head of Roads and Infrastructure 

E-mail: cliff.hutt@edinburgh.gov.uk | Tel: 0131 469 3751 

 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s43343/06%20Minute%2002.12.21.pdf
mailto:cliff.hutt@edinburgh.gov.uk
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Report 
 

Brunstane Road Closure (Progression to a Permanent 

Traffic Regulation Order) 

2. Executive Summary 

2.1 Following approval by Committee in December 2021, an Experimental Traffic 

Regulation Order (ETRO) has been in place on Brunstane Road since early 2022.   

2.2 This report details the findings from recent traffic surveys and responses received to 

the post-implementation public engagement exercise and seeks approval to 

progress to a permanent Traffic Regulation Order (TRO), with additional mitigation 

measures being introduced within the Coillesdene area (which would be included as 

part of the permanent TRO). 

 

3. Background 

3.1 Brunstane Road is a residential street to the east of Portobello which forms a route 

between Milton Road East to the south and Joppa Road to the north. It has been 

subject to longstanding traffic problems south of the bridge over the railway line due 

to a combination of narrow road width, traffic volumes and parking, resulting in 

traffic congestion, damage to parked vehicles and instances of anti-social behaviour 

from drivers. 

3.2 Several options were explored to address the problems with the aim of substantially 

reducing or eliminating through traffic on Brunstane Road.  Options that were ruled 

out, such as making Brunstane Road one-way or introducing parking restrictions, do 

not adequately address the problems caused by through-traffic and were 

discounted on that basis. 

3.3 It was then determined that the closure of Brunstane Road to through vehicular 

traffic (two-way bicycle access has been maintained) at the north and south extents 

of the railway bridge in conjunction with traffic management interventions in the 

Coillesdene area, was the most appropriate way to address the issue. 

3.4 This preferred option was discussed at the 28 January 2021 Transport and 

Environment Committee meeting and approval was granted to implement the trial 

using an ETRO (Appendix 1) on 2 December 2021.  The drawing detailing the 

scheme is provided in Appendix 2. 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s30771/Item%207.4%20-%20Trial%20closure%20of%20Brunstand%20Rd%20and%20Assoc%20measures%20with%20apps.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s43343/06%20Minute%2002.12.21.pdf
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4. Main report 

Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 

4.1 After the ETRO was made in January 2022, the infrastructure to implement it was 

installed in February 2022 and the area (Joppa Triangle and wider Portobello area) 

has been monitored throughout the period. Three rounds of traffic surveys have 

been carried out (March, June and October 2022, see Appendix 3), and a public 

consultation exercise was undertaken in October 2022 to seek post implementation 

feedback on the scheme. 

Traffic Surveys 

4.2 Traffic surveys show that approximately 2,200 vehicles per day used Brunstane 

Road (combined northbound and southbound) before it was closed (data from 

October 2021 base traffic surveys).  General vehicles (i.e. cars and small vans) 

accounted for 90% of the traffic: 6.4% HGVs and 3.6% two-wheel vehicles (i.e. 

motorcycles and bicycles).   

4.3 The traffic surveys from October 2022 show that approximately 410 vehicles per 

day use Brunstane Road (combined northbound and southbound), which is a 

decrease of 1,790 vehicles.  General vehicles accounted for 66.8% of the traffic: 

8.6% are HGVs and 24.5% are two-wheel vehicles.  The number of HGVs using the 

route has reduced from approximately 140 per day to 35 per day.  These HGVs are 

presumably making deliveries in the area or have inadvertently used Brunstane 

Road in error, thus are required to “U” turn and exit back onto Milton Road East. 

4.4 Approximately 4,700 vehicles per day (combined northbound and southbound) used 

Southfield Place (Brighton Place corridor) prior to the implementation of the ETRO.  

General vehicles accounted for 88.4% of the traffic: 7.3% HGVs and 4.3% two-

wheel vehicles.   

4.5 The October 2022 traffic surveys show that approximately 5,600 vehicles per day 

use Southfield Place (combined northbound and southbound), which is an increase 

of 900 vehicles).  General vehicles accounted for 90% of the traffic: 7.1% are HGVs 

and 2.8% are two-wheel vehicles.  The number of HGVs using this route has 

increased slightly from approximately 343 per day to 386 per day. 

4.6 Approximately 390 vehicles per day used Milton Drive (combined northbound and 

southbound) prior to the implementation of the ETRO.  General vehicles accounted 

for 91.9% of the traffic: 6.6% HGVs and 1.6% two-wheel vehicles.  

4.7 The October 2022 traffic surveys indicate that approximately 1,100 vehicles per day 

use Milton Drive (combined northbound and southbound), which is an increase of 

710 vehicles.  General vehicles account for 91.9% of the traffic: 6.7% are HGVs and 

1.3% are two-wheel vehicles. 
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4.8 The increase in vehicles on Milton Drive can be attributed to the southbound flow of 

through traffic using the road to exit onto Milton Road East.  Southbound traffic has 

increased by approximately 390% from 230 to 900 vehicles per day. 

4.9 Similar vehicles numbers were recorded on Milton Terrace, as this has been set-up 

in the opposite direction to Milton Drive i.e. south to north movement. The 

November 2022 traffic surveys indicate that approximately 898 vehicles per day use 

Milton Terrace (combined northbound and southbound).  General vehicles account 

for 93.8% of the traffic; 5.4% are HGVs and 0.7% are two-wheel vehicles. 

4.10 Approximately 380 vehicles per day used Coillesdene Avenue (combined 

eastbound and westbound) prior to the implementation of the ETRO.  General 

vehicles accounted for 93% of the traffic: 5.6% HGVs and 1.4% two-wheel vehicles.   

4.11 The October 2022 traffic surveys show that approximately 1,700 vehicles per day 

use Coillesdene Avenue (combined eastbound and westbound), which is an 

increase of 1,320 vehicles).  General vehicles account for 92.6% of the traffic: 6.1% 

are HGVs and 1.3% are two-wheel vehicles.  Traffic has increased by 

approximately 447% from 380 to 1,700 vehicles per day. 

4.12 The traffic surveys also indicate that Coillesdene Gardens and Coillesdene 

Crescent have experienced significant reduction in traffic volumes, due to the 

closure of the junction of Coillesdene Crescent at Milton Road East.  Coillesdene 

Gardens (reduced by 50%) and Coillesdene Crescent (reduced by 80%). 

4.13 Traffic speed data was also collected as part of the traffic surveys and shows that 

speed has increased on Southfield Place (+10%), Milton Drive (+6%) and 

Coillesdene Avenue (+12%).  The average speed on these roads is 21mph, 

19.6mph and 21.7mph respectively. 

4.14 It is therefore proposed that a combination of measures to reduce the speed of 

traffic as well as deter vehicles from the area is included in the on-street design if 

the Committee approve the making of a permanent TRO. 

Public Engagement Exercise 

4.15 A public engagement exercise commenced on 20 September 2022 for six weeks, 

via the Council’s Consultation and Engagement Hub, to seek feedback on the trial 

scheme during the period it has been in place (14 February 2022 to present).  A 

letter was also distributed to residents within the Joppa Triangle to inform them that 

a consultation was underway and how to respond via the website.  This was 

undertaken to ensure everyone within the affected area was aware that feedback 

was being sought. Other key stakeholders were informed via direct email. 

4.16 In total, 930 responses were received and the feedback is summarised in Appendix 

4. There were 302 responses (32.5%) agreeing or strongly agreeing that the 

changes have been beneficial and 608 responses (65.5%) disagreeing or strongly 

disagreeing that the changes have been beneficial (2.4% neither agree nor 

disagree, don’t know, or didn’t answer). 
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4.17 Respondents were also asked, “Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form?” 30% replied Yes, 67% replied No (3% didn’t know, had no opinion, or 

didn’t answer). 

4.18 An overall analysis of the feedback (Appendix 5) shows: 

4.18.1 Of residents who indicated that they lived at a Brunstane Road and 

Brunstane Gardens postcode (94 of 930 responses), 88% (82 responses) 

would like the trial to be made permanent and 10% (nine responses) would 

not like the trial to be made permanent (two respondents did not know or 

had no opinion); 

4.18.2 Of residents who indicated that they lived at a non-Brunstane Road or 

Brunstane Gardens postcode (836 of 930 responses), 24% (197 

responses) would like the trial to be made permanent and 74% (616 

responses) would not like the trial to be made permanent (23 respondents 

did not know or had no opinion); 

4.18.3 This was further analysed to review answers from Coillesdene Crescent, 

Coillesdene Gardens, Coillesdene Drive and Coillesdene Terrace where 

residents have been affected by the closure at the junction of Coillesdene 

Crescent and Milton Road East. Of residents who indicated that they lived 

at one of those postcodes (50 of 930 responses), 50% (25 responses) 

would like the trial to be made permanent and 46% (23 responses) would 

not like the trial to be made permanent (two respondents did not know or 

had no opinion). 

4.19 Those supporting the scheme have generally expressed the following: 

4.19.1 That the trial has been hugely beneficial despite the inconvenience to 

drivers and any traffic calming measures are of benefit in the area making it 

more liveable; 

4.19.2 That there have been no arguments or street blockages on Brunstane 

Road since the scheme was introduced to reduce the disproportionate 

volume of traffic and its associated issues. Vehicle damage is no longer a 

problem; 

4.19.3 The scheme has made the area safer for residents and active travel users, 

improving quality of life and community interaction as people have become 

used to the new arrangements; 

4.19.4 That active travel users should be prioritised in cities and motor vehicles 

should use wider streets like Milton Road East. More restrictions in the 

Coillesdene area would be helpful and more signage about the restrictions; 

4.19.5 That the changes have been better for the environment and better for 

people’s health as it has encouraged more cycling and walking in the area; 

and 

4.19.6 That the scheme will benefit the area when new planned residential areas 

are developed off Milton Road East. 
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4.20 Those who are opposed to the scheme have generally expressed the following: 

4.20.1 That other options remain the favoured way forward to address the issues 

on Brunstane Road e.g. one-way option, or parking restrictions; 

4.20.2 That the Committee has ignored the majority view that the local community 

is against the ETRO. The problems of one street should not be spread onto 

the wider community; 

4.20.3 That the scheme moves traffic and associated problems elsewhere, 

particularly into the Coillesdene area increasing the volume of vehicles in 

the area; 

4.20.4 That journey times are longer, causing pollution and increasing fuel costs 

for drivers; 

4.20.5 That vehicles in the Coillesdene area are now being damaged with 

increased traffic volumes using the shortest available route. The problems 

have been moved from Brunstane Road to the Coillesdene area; and 

4.20.6 That further works should be done to mitigate the displaced traffic in the 

Coillesdene area and on Brighton Place, including more signage and 

measures to reduce the impact of displaced traffic (e.g. chicanes, speed 

bumps etc). 

4.21 The public engagement exercise also sought feedback on other questions, including 

perceived traffic volumes, active travel and the environmental impact of the scheme, 

the answers to which are included in Appendix 5 along with full details of the 

comments from the public. 

Road Safety 

4.22 There is currently no indication or supporting evidence that road safety has been 

compromised within the surrounding areas as a result of the trial; all of the 

surrounding roads affected by the measures are within the 20mph zone. 

4.23 A Stage 3 Road Safety Audit was commissioned with independent consultants after 

the ETRO infrastructure had been implemented.  One minor point regarding the 

positioning of a planter on Brunstane Road at the railway bridge was highlighted.  

This was addressed and the planter was moved by approximately 300mm as per 

the audit’s recommendations. 

4.24 A collision retrieval report for the Joppa Triangle area for the period January 2015 to 

June 2022 (being the latest current validated data Council holds) was reviewed.  

There have been three personal injury collisions reported to Police Scotland, but no 

similarities in their location or circumstances can be determined by Council’s Road 

Safety team.  The collisions recorded were before the ETRO was in place; no 

collisions have been reported from February to June 2022 (the ETRO period).  A 

further report was retrieved for Brighton Place and Southfield Place and no 
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collisions were reported in the timeframe since implementation of the ETRO (current 

data only, up to June 2022). 

Air Quality 

4.25 The Council has a statutory duty under the Local Air Quality Management regime 

(Environment Act 1995) to review and assess ambient air quality.  Air quality 

monitoring and subsequent analysis within the Portobello area will continue as per 

the established regime. 

Other Stakeholders 

4.26 At a discussion with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) and Police 

Scotland in December 2020, a minor concern regarding the proposal and how it 

could affect response times was raised.   

4.27 These concerns were generally allayed as it was explained that the majority of 

traffic calming in the Coillesdene area would still physically allow access for a fire 

tender.  It was also established that the SFRS did not routinely use Brunstane Road 

as a through route due to the width of the carriageway and the likelihood of meeting 

oncoming traffic.  Notwithstanding this, no further comments were received from 

any of the emergency services when input on the ETRO was sought from all 

statutory consultees in July 2021.  Again, no responses were received from direct 

email requests to the emergency services in October 2022 during the public 

engagement exercise. 

Scheme Measures of Success 

4.28 This trial scheme was designed to improve the situation at Brunstane Road, while 

sympathetically mitigating the effect of any displaced traffic re-routing through the 

Coillesdene area.  Given this, the initial traffic calming measures were designed to 

be as unobtrusive as possible for residents, while being appropriately inconvenient 

for drivers wishing to use the area as a short-cut. 

4.29 Officers detailed the project’s measures of success as: reducing or eliminating 

through traffic from Brunstane Road; reducing anti-social behaviour from drivers 

using Brunstane Road as a short-cut; and reducing reported incidents of damage to 

parked vehicles. 

4.30 The trial scheme has been a success in its aims to reduce the problems 

encountered regularly on Brunstane Road.  The traffic volume has decreased 

significantly (reduced by approximately 80%) and officers have not received any 

reports of damaged vehicles or antisocial behaviour at Brunstane Road since the 

trial was implemented. 

4.31 Residents in the Coillesdene area, where some traffic has been displaced to, have 

provided regular feedback regarding the increased volume of vehicles using the 

local streets in the area.  There have been reports of drivers ignoring the no-entry 

signs and passing the planters on the wrong side (i.e. ignoring the restriction).  

These issues can be addressed through further mitigation measures if the 

progression of the TRO is approved by Committee. 
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4.32 The Coillesdene area is different from Brunstane Road; many properties have 

driveways, so there is not as much pressure on on-street parking in the area.  

Brunstane Road on the other hand is largely Victorian terraced housing with very 

few off-street parking spaces, narrowing the carriageway significantly for through 

traffic due to the high density of parked vehicles.   

4.33 The severity of the historic problems on Brunstane Road have now been 

significantly reduced, if not removed, as vehicles have been dispersed onto the 

wider network, however, some concerns remain for the residents in the Coillesdene 

area. 

Conclusion 

4.34 In general, the public feedback highlights that those who live on Brunstane Road 

are supportive of the changes made under the ETRO, while those who indicated 

that they do not live on Brunstane Road are opposed. 

4.35 In order for Committee to consider the proposed permanent closure of Brunstane 

Road, officers have reviewed how displaced through-traffic in the Coillesdene area 

could be managed and reduced in the area and have concluded that additional 

measures should include sinusoidal speed humps and/or chicanes.  In addition, 

increased signage on Coillesdene Avenue from its junction with Milton Terrace to its 

junction with Morton Street, on Milton Drive between Seaview Crescent and Milton 

Road East and on Milton Terrace between Seaview Crescent and Milton Road East 

should be introduced.   

4.36 This would further deter shortcutting vehicles making it a much less attractive route 

for through traffic and help to reduce the speed of traffic in the area, particularly 

around the sheltered housing located on the corner of Coillesdene Avenue and 

Milton Terrace.   

4.37 The Brighton Place/Southfield Place corridor continues to provide a good link into 

and out of the Portobello area.  This scheme does not propose to make changes to 

this link; however, Portobello has been identified as a priority area for inclusion in 

the “20 Minute Neighbourhoods” project which is tasked with creating a network of 

healthier, greener and thriving neighbourhoods.  “20 Minute Neighbourhoods” are 

places where everyone can meet most of their daily needs within a short walk, 

wheel or cycle from their home and the wider review of Portobello will include a 

review of travel movements on the Brighton Place/Southfield Place corridor. 

4.38 The theoretical capacity (i.e. free-flowing, but adjusted for the narrow width under 

the bridge) in each direction for Brighton Place/Southfield Place is approximately 

750 vehicles per hour.  The highest hourly volume recorded in the October 2022 

traffic survey was 280 vehicles per hour at midday (on a Friday).  This is well within 

the capacity of the street.  The traffic signals at Baileyfield Road/Southfield Place 

and Brighton Place/Portobello High Street have sufficient spare capacity to 

accommodate the increase in displaced traffic resulting from the Brunstane Road 

closure. 
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Traffic Orders Process 

4.39 In late-2021, the Scottish Government introduced new regulations to revise the 

process for introducing and making ETROs.  

4.40 This Committee has recently been asked to approve the introduction of ETROs 

elsewhere in the city as part of the Travelling Safely programme. These were 

progressed under the new regulations and therefore follows the revised process.  

4.41 It should be noted that the Brunstane Road ETRO was developed before the 

revised process for introducing ETROs was available and is therefore subject to the 

previous regime in place prior to the introduction of the new regulations. This means 

that a six-monthly review is not required, as statutory consultation was undertaken 

before its implementation. It also means that the new provisions which give scope 

for ETRO measures to be given permanent effect do not apply to this ETRO.   

4.42 Instead, a separate and formal process must be introduced to progress with a 

permanent TRO, in line with the recommendation in this report. If the decision to 

progress the ETRO to a permanent TRO is made, Committee will be required to 

make a further decision in May/June 2023 to make the TRO once the statutory 

consultation for the TRO is complete. Committee should be aware that the further 

decision to make the TRO would be a quasi-judicial decision and would be subject 

to the usual considerations and constraints in making such decisions – e.g. 

Councillors should not have indicated bias or implied support for or against a TRO 

prior to a decision being made. 

4.43 Feedback from the TRO consultation process will also inform the final design of any 

further measures and, if the TRO is approved, the scheme will continue to be 

monitored for 12 months post-implementation. 

 

5. Next Steps 

5.1 If the recommendations of the report are approved: 

5.1.1 A permanent TRO will be progressed through Council’s Traffic Orders team, 

including a further statutory public consultation; 

5.1.2 The on-street infrastructure that was installed during February 2022 will 

remain in place while a permanent TRO is drafted; 

5.1.3 A further decision to implement the TRO will be required during 2023; and 

5.1.4 A request to extend the ETRO will be submitted to the Scottish Government 

to ensure that there is no time gap between the ETRO ending and the TRO 

commencing. 

 

6. Financial impact 

6.1 The scheme will continue to be funded through the capital renewals budget. 
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6.2 The cost of the trial was estimated at £60,000. If the TRO is progressed, the budget 

to install permanent infrastructure is estimated to be £40,000 – £50,000. 

 

7. Stakeholder/Community Impact 

7.1 As detailed in paragraphs 4.14 – 4.20, a public engagement exercise was carried 

out from September 2022.  The results are included within this report.   

7.2 Statutory consultation will be carried out as part of the TRO process. 

7.3 The scheme encourages and supports Council policies in relation to increasing 

active travel, enabling the health and social benefits associated with these modes.  

In addition, the scheme promotes an increased awareness of vulnerable road users 

and encourages road users to share space. 

7.4 The Council’s Waste and Cleansing service has confirmed that their operations are 

unaffected by the infrastructure currently in place. 

7.5 The scheme is in line with policies and actions contained in the Council’s Local 

Development Plan and City Mobility Plan 2021-2030. 

 

8. Background reading/external references 

8.1 Portobello Community Council Consultation 10-27 March 2020. 

9. Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 1: Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 

9.2 Appendix 2: ETRO Infrastructure Drawing 

9.3 Appendix 3: Traffic Survey Data (March, June and October 2022)  

9.4 Appendix 4: Public Engagement Exercise Summary (Oct 2022) 

9.5 Appendix 5: Public Engagement Exercise Feedback (Oct 2022) 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-local-development-plan/1
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-local-development-plan/1
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/29320/city-mobility-plan-2021-2030-pdf
http://www.portobellocc.org/pccpn/2020/08/31/brunstane-rd-joppa-triangle-results/
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THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL 

THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (TRAFFIC REGULATION; BRUNSTANE 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) (NO 1) EXPERIMENTAL TRAFFIC ORDER 2022 - 

TRO/21/13 

The City of Edinburgh Council in exercise of their powers under sections 9 and 10 of the Road 

Traffic Regulation Act 19841 as amended (which Act as so amended is hereinafter referred to 

as "the 1984 Act"), and of all other enabling powers, and after consultation with the Chief 

Constable in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 1984 Act, hereby make the following 

Order: 

Citation, commencement and expiry 

1. This Order may be cited as "The City of Edinburgh Council (Traffic Regulation; 

Prescribed Routes) (No 1) Experimental Traffic Order 2022", shall come into force on 

the Twenty-fourth day of January Two thousand and twenty-two, and shall expire on the 

Twenty-third day of July Two thousand and twenty-three. 

Interpretation 

2. (1) In this Order, except where the context otherwise requires, the follow expressions 

have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them: 

” Chief Constable” means the Chief Constable of Police Scotland; 

“electronic communications network” has the same meaning as in section 32 of the 

Communications Act 20032; 

“pedal cycle” has the same meaning as in section 151 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 

19843:  

"Schedule" means a Schedule to this Order; and 

“traffic sign” means a sign of any size, type and colour prescribed and authorised 

under, or having effect as though prescribed or authorised under section 64 of the 

1984 Act. 

(2) The restrictions imposed by this Order shall be in addition to and not in derogation 

of any restriction or requirement imposed by any regulations made under the 1984 

Act or by or under any other enactment. 

One Way Roads and Prohibitions of Motor Vehicles 

3. (1) Save as provided in Article 4(1) of this Order, no person shall cause or permit any 

vehicle to proceed in a length of road specified in columns (1) and (2) of the table 

in Schedule 1 in a direction other than that specified in column (3) of that table. 

(2) Save as provided in Articles 4(1) and (2) of this Order, no person shall cause or 

permit any motor vehicle to enter into or proceed in a length of road specified in 

columns (1) and (2) of the table in Schedule 2 to this Order. 

Exceptions and exemptions 

4. (1) Nothing in Articles 3(1) and (2) of this Order shall apply in relation to 

 
1 1984 c.27 
2 2003 c.21 
3 1984 c.54 

Appendix 1 - Experimental Traffic Regulation Order
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(a) a vehicle being used for ambulance, fire brigade or police purposes; or 

(b) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in 

uniform or a traffic warden; 

(c) any person who causes a vehicle to proceed in accordance with any 

restriction or requirement indicated by traffic signs placed pursuant to section 

66 or 67 of the 1984 Act. 

(2) Nothing in Article 3(2) of this Order shall apply in relation to: - 

(a) a pedal cycle; or  

(b) a vehicle being used in connection with the laying, erection, alteration, or 

repair in or adjacent to a length of road specified in Schedule 2 to this Order 

of any sewer, main, pipe or apparatus for the supply of gas, water, electricity, 

or of any electronic communications network; or the placing, maintenance or 

removal of any traffic sign, if the vehicle cannot be used for that purpose in 

any other road or length of road. 

Power to modify or suspend this Order 

5. In pursuance of Section 10(2) of the 1984 Act, the City of Edinburgh Council’s Executive 

Director of Place or an officer of the Council to whom power has been duly delegated, 

may, if it appears to them or that person essential in the interests of the expeditious, 

convenient and safe movement of traffic, or for preserving or improving the amenities of 

the area through which any road affected by this Order runs, after consultation with the 

Chief Constable, modify or suspend this Order or any provision thereof. 

Executed by The City of Edinburgh Council this Nineteenth day of January Two thousand 

and twenty-two. 

 
(witness)  Signed on behalf of Executive Director of Place 
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SCHEDULE 1 

ONE-WAY ROADS 

(1) 

Road in Edinburgh 

(2) 

Length of road  

(3) 

Direction of one-way traffic 

Milton Drive From a point 2.5 metres or 

thereby south of the 

southern kerb-line of 

Seaview Crescent to its 

junction with Seaview 

Crescent. 

From south to north. 

Milton Drive From a point 3.0 metres or 

thereby north of the north-

western kerb-line of Milton 

Road East to its junction 

with Milton Road East. 

From north to south. 

Milton Terrace (South) From a point 2.5 metres or 

thereby south-east of the 

southern kerb-line of 

Coillesdene Avenue to its 

junction with Coillesdene 

Avenue. 

From south to north. 
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SCHEDULE 2 

PROHIBITION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

(1) 

Road in Edinburgh 

(2) 

Length of road  

Brunstane Road From a point 6.5 metres or thereby south of 

the southern kerb-line of Joppa Station 

Place to a point 74.5 metres or thereby south 

of the southern kerb-line of Joppa Station 

Place. 

Coillesdene Crescent From a point 3.5 metres or thereby north-

west of the north-western kerb-line of 

Milton Road East to a point 2.5 metres or 

thereby north-west of the north-western 

kerb-line of Milton Road East. 
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City of Edinburgh Council 

Coillesdene Area Traffic Calming Public Engagement Exercise 
 

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/coillesdene-area-traffic-calming  

The activity ran from 20/09/2022 to 01/11/2022 

Responses to this survey: 930 

1: What is your name? 
There were 924 responses to this part of the question. 

2: What is your email address? 
There were 906 responses to this part of the question. 

3: Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation?  
There were 927 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

As an individual  911 97.96% 

On behalf of a public body, organisation or charity  3 0.32% 

As a private business  6 0.65% 

Representing a community group  4 0.43% 

Other (please specify)  3 0.32% 

Not Answered 3 0.32% 
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City of Edinburgh Council 

4: If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, public body, charity or 

community group, what is its name? 
There were 33 responses to this part of the question. 

How did you seek agreement from group members on your feedback for these 

proposals? 

There were 21 responses to this part of the question. 

5: What is your postcode? 
There were 930 responses to this part of the question. 

6: To what extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have been 

beneficial during the trial? 
There were 928 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Strongly agree 239 25.70% 

Agree 63 6.77% 

Neither agree nor disagree 15 1.61% 

Disagree 92 9.89% 

Strongly disagree 516 55.48% 

Don’t know. 3 0.32% 

Not Answered 2 0.22% 
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City of Edinburgh Council 

7: During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed within your street? 
There were 901 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Significant increase 285 30.65% 

Slight increase 90 9.68% 

No change 305 32.80% 

Slight decrease 56 6.02% 

Significant decrease 165 17.74% 

Not Answered 29 3.12% 

 

8: Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the immediate area of 

Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene area), to what extent do you agree or 

disagree that the trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding streets? 
There were 927 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Strongly agree 145 15.59% 

Agree 64 6.88% 

Neither agree nor disagree 104 11.18% 

Disagree 109 11.72% 

Strongly disagree 445 47.85% 

Don’t know. 60 6.45% 

Not Answered 3 0.32% 
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City of Edinburgh Council 

 

 

9: To what extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have had a positive 

impact on the environment? 
There were 929 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Strongly agree 206 22.15% 

Agree 56 6.02% 

Neither agree nor disagree 64 6.88% 

Disagree 114 12.26% 

Strongly disagree 467 50.22% 

Don't know 22 2.37% 

Not Answered 1 0.11% 

 

10: During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled more? 

There were 918 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Yes 241 25.91% 

No 654 70.32% 

Don’t know 23 2.47% 

Not Answered 12 1.29% 
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City of Edinburgh Council 

11: Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its current form? 
There were 928 responses to this part of the question. 

 

Option Total Percent 

Yes 279 30.00% 

No 626 67.31% 

Don't know/No opinion 23 2.47% 

Not Answered 2 0.22% 

 

12: Do you have any suggestions on how future similar schemes should be 

consulted and implemented? 
There were 535 responses to this part of the question. 
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Coming off Edinburgh City bypass to go to Portobello 

requires an inordinate detour to within feet of 

Musselburgh or Moira Terrace, thus causing not only 

significant extra miles that was previously avoided by 

using Brunstane Road, but adding significant pollution 

due to the closure of major arteries to Portobello. Significant decrease

Brunstane road does now allow Traffic - a road is built for 

Traffic and the movemnet of people, good and services. Strongly disagree

Shops have already told me that there are fewer people 

coming to Portobello as once they are diverted too far 

away, there is no point doing (a U-turn) to come back into 

Portobello from Moira Terrace where Sir Harry Lauder 

road ends. Strongly disagree

Extra miles to get to Portobello increase travel and car 

emissions - bypass to Portobello via Musselburgh adds 3-

4 miles to a trip that was 600m No That was not the purpose of this experiment No

I understand the Council feel that cars have no place on 

our roads, yet there are many elderly people within 

Portobello (my mother 82) where she feels Portobello has 

become a locked off part of Edinburgh. Ease of access, 

banning parking etc are not helping the greater ideal of 

reducing pollution. Closing off Brunstane Road and 

making all the other arteries near there inaccessible is 

just making the entire area less popular for people to buy 

homes.

Yes, the Council should listen to consultations and not 

ignore them. The previous consultation had a resounding 

NO to closing Brunstane Road, yet it went ahead while 

ignoring the residents.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

I now feel safe for the first time in 40 years!!! This street 

has been a nightmare at certain times in the day 

(although was always extremely busy throughout the 

day). When our children were young, we would not let 

them cross alone, even at 12 years old and I would have 

been afraid to cross myself with my young grandchildren 

recently before closure. 

It was extremely noisy and latterly the aggression and 

swearing when people could not get past, many getting 

out of their cars, battering on car windows and screaming 

and swearing was very frightening. On some occasions 

they would go past at speed on the wrong side of the 

road, almost mounting the pavement and just missing 

me, another time just missing my ex-wife, in order to get 

passed the parked cars on either side of the street 

(parking totally from top to bottom).  This was just before 

the road was shut down. Significant increase

So much better!!!! Now no longer noisy and dangerous. 

No honking horns!!!!! Neither agree nor disagree

I don't drive but have been in the car with my family 

when we wanted t to go to Joppa or Portobello and they 

said that the re-routing was minimal and didn't put them 

out at all.

It was what it was, and they happily accepted it.  

I think there could be better signage at the entrance from 

Milton Road into Brunstane Road as we still see some 

people having to turn at the bridge and go back. Strongly agree

It stands to reason for our street.  For the first time in 

years, we don't have people roring down the street giving 

out exhaust and noise! Yes

I walk everywhere as no car and I feel safe now on the 

street. Yes

Yes, yes, yes!!!! It's been a godsend in safety.  We have 

put up with the terrible amount of traffic for what seems 

forever.  It has always felt like a main road due to the 

volume and speed of traffic (don't let the 20-limit fool 

you we still had idiots racing down the road).

Honestly Brunstane residents have put up with this 

forever.  It is not a wide street and it's about time we had 

a respite from this.  The changes do not cause so many 

problems to others, an extra 5 minutes on a journey is 

nothing in a car, (or even walking).

It seems very unfair that one street should shoulder ALL 

the vast traffic.

No.I think the council and other bodies are professional 

and have that knowledge.

As an individual  Strongly agree Reduced traffic has been noticeable Significant decrease Agree Agree Yes More walking on the road Yes

Yes, would welcome the current changes to be made 

permanent

The consultation for this scheme has worked well. Happy 

to see this expanded through Edinburgh

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Agree Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane road is now safer to walk and cycle with my 

children and dog. The street is also free of idling cars 

stuck in traffic honking at one another and shouting 

verbal abuse which is also a massive improvement. 

We’ve had no damage to our vehicle since the road has 

been closed at the bridge, which we frequently had when 

the road was open to vehicles. Significant decrease Agree Strongly agree

The reduction in idling cars is massive, and there doesn’t 

seem to be backed up traffic on Milton road meaning the 

diversion is working well without causing a traffic jam 

elsewhere. I’ve also seen a huge increase in cyclists and 

people walking which is an improvement. Yes

I can go weeks without using our car. Brunstane road is 

now a safe route for my 3 year old to walk/cycle to 

nursery with me and the dog and baby in the pram. It was 

just too dangerous before. We now walk and cycle every 

day. Yes

Brunstane road and the surrounding area is safer and 

cleaner for those using the road and living on the road. 

The negative impact on surrounding streets (such as 

Milton road) seem to be minimal and they have absorbed 

the additional traffic without incident. Everyone I’ve 

spoken to says it’s an improvement as they can walk and 

cycle freely without risk of being hit by a speeding card 

coming over the blind summit or being caught in the 

crossfire of feuding vehicles stuck on the road.

As a driver, I have not found the additional drive round 

Milton road or Sir HL to be an issue if I need to drive, but 

more so it has encouraged me to walk rather than drive. 

Portobello is about community and maintaining a safe 

and welcoming place for families to live and bring up 

children. Brunstane road is now a safe place for local 

families to journey through on foot or by bike, making 

access to the beach or Brunstane burn path on the other 

side, simpler and safer to get to. 

I wholeheartedly support the restrictions being made 

permanent. I support pedestrians and cyclists and 

children and animals and the environment, and this 

closure is better for these people and things. I feel like this was conducted in a fair and effective way.

As an individual  Disagree

The volume of traffic, and noise, would appear to have 

increased in our section of Coillesdene Avenue. 

Particularly during the school run times. Significant increase

There has been an increase in traffic, with a noticeable 

disregard for the speed limit. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree Excess traffic noise. Yes No

Further restrictions should be implemented in Morton 

Street/Coillesdene Ave area.

As an individual  Disagree

The volume of traffic, and noise would appear to have 

increased in our section of Coillesdene Avenue Significant increase

The volume of traffic has increased as well as total 

disregard to the 20 mph in place.

No monitoring has occurred on the section of Coillesdene 

Ave between Morton St and Coillesdene Drive, previously 

monitored at a section where traffic has to slow down in 

order to turn right/left Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Increase in traffic flow

Increase in noise Yes

With the increase in traffic into Coillesdene Avenue and 

disregard of current speed limits, I now have to be 

extremely cautious when out on my bike and when 

walking and crossing Coillesdene Ave. No

Additional traffic restrictions need to be introduced in the 

Morton St/Coillesdene Avenue area to further reduce the 

traffic and make these streets safer!

The council should LISTEN to what the local residents are 

telling them, and

Not totally disregard suggestions made to them during 

initial consultation, residents are the ones that know 

their streets the best.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree Agree Yes Yes

Though I do think more could be done to prevent Milton 

Drive being used.

As an individual  Strongly agree

At first I wasn’t sure about the design but now I’m fully 

supportive.

We have more young families living on Coillesdene 

Crescent and it use to be dangerous when traffic was 

using the Crescent as a cut through.

It als has encouraged me to ride my bike more saving on 

petrol and increasing my fitness. Significant decrease Coillesdene Crescent went from an unsafe to a safe road Strongly agree

Anything that reduces traffic in a residential area is a plus.

Any “Crescent “ should not be a shortcut and used only 

for the residents who reside there Strongly agree Less cars less pollution Yes 100%  it was the motivator I needed to cycle more Yes

To even consider taking it back to its original would be a 

dramatic step backwards !

Please make it

Permanent

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The impact on travel times, car emissions and traffic has 

grown exponentially worse. Often causing huge diversions 

through other residential streets and making the high 

road even less pedestrian friendly. Slight increase

People are now diverted ti use the road I live on to avoid 

the closed roads. Strongly disagree

The high Street now has back to back traffic, causing far 

greater vehicle emissions. And as I cyclist belive that the 

trial has made the high Street unsafe to cycle on in both 

directions.

The diverted traffic towards the Musselburgh Road 

creates an extremely long detor for traffic resulting in cars 

driving much faster back along to Musselburgh road back 

to Portobello. And travelling in the other direction there 

are simply far more cars on the road. Disagree

Cars are having to travel as much as twice the distance! 

It's insane to think this trial measure has any positive 

environmental impact. In addition it makes cycling very 

unpleasant which will deter people from cycling! No

But when I have had to drive I need to allow alot of extra 

time to get to the bypass. No

It's simply a poor solution to the problem.

I understand that Brunstane Road suffers from a narrow 

road and heavy traffic. But a decent compromise would 

be for one way traffic to be allowed.

18 months is far to long for a trial period. 6 months is 

more than sufficient!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It’s forced traffic past my house which is a very narrow 

street and when tennis is on the street is virtually 

impassable Significant increase Strongly disagree Don't know No No

It would be better if brunstane road was one way from 

south to north

It would be good if this was a public consultation before 

any decision was made

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As I live by the sea and use Milton Road  frequently to 

reach the bypass the traffic calming scheme has made a 

significant difference to my commute as it takes longer 

and uses more petrol than before. 

My strongest feelings are that these streets you have 

blocked off are actually roads that we all pay for in our 

taxes and have every right to use. I agree that Brunstane 

Road was a nightmare to negotiate with cars parked on 

each side of the road. Making Brunstane Road a one way 

street would, in my opinion, allow the residents to park 

their cars while allowing the cars that want to use the 

street through. 

Driving through the Coillesdenes has become a nightmare 

too as there is only one way in and a different way out. 

You should put up an “Escape Route” sign to ease the 

frustrations of the drivers who feel they are in a maze. 

Just because some residents complained about traffic on 

their streets, once again, I say these streets are “roads” 

and should be open to all drivers. The extra petrol used to 

go the long way round to get to Milton Road is significant 

too!

Please reconsider these measures you have taken. The 

roads are for everyone to use. If you buy a house on a 

road, you must expect people will want to drive on it! 

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss these issues. Not Answered

My street is a cul de sac down by the sea so there has 

been no change in traffic in my area. However, trying to 

get from Joppa Road to Milton Road has become much 

more difficult. Strongly disagree

The surrounding streets are busier at the expense of the 

calming scheme. Strongly disagree

The plant boxes are ugly so a negative impact on the 

environment band drivers now have to use more 

petroleum to work around them (another negative 

impact). Yes I have driven more to find ways round the blocked roads. No

Please see above comments.

Return the streets to those who pay for them.

Make Brunstane Road a one way road. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I don't think shutting the roads off Milton Road has been 

helpful, all it has done is create a bottle neck further 

down Milton Road and has caused slowing traffic at the 

closed roads which at times has been dangerous in spite 

of the obvious no entry signs. Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Representing a community group  Strongly disagree

Although it has solved the problem in one area it has 

caused problems in the Coilledsdene Sheltered Housing 

&Coillesdene Avenue Significant increase

Round about more so tea time the traffic comes off the 

Milton road East and cuts along Coilledsdene Avenue Strongly disagree

Due to ambulance fire &taxi services which the elderly 

rely on ad they are no aware of the changes and find it 

difficult to gain access there was an emergency for 

ambulance and the paramedics were frustrated to gain 

access which put peoples life at risk Strongly disagree Yes Personally walked more No

Need to look at the impact it will have on the surrounding 

area as Coilledsdene is mostly elderly people also young 

people with disabilities ie three of them are amputee

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure has caused the roads around the area to be 

used as a “rat run” as people look to shorten their route 

into Portobello. 

There has also been an increase in traffic along the main 

thoroughfares and longer road trips which, ultimately, 

lead to additional pollution. Significant increase

People who would have used Brunstane Road now have 

to go through either end of Portobello and this, I believe, 

has resulted in a notable increase in traffic using the road 

in front of our house Strongly disagree

I believe the closures have led to rat runs being created 

with people looking to navigate short cuts around the 

area Strongly disagree Longer road journeys lead to greater pollution No No

I think the closure simply causes problems for the wider 

community.

I think making the road one way going up hill would 

alleviate problems for the residents and those in the 

wider community

I would listen to those polled and not ignore the 

outcomes of public consultations

As an individual  Strongly agree

Life in Brunstane Road has been so much better since the 

trial closure- the aggression previously felt by residents 

from drivers getting stuck on the road when trying to use 

it as a rat run is obviously gone and this is very much 

appreciated. Milton Road East is much calmer too- drivers 

appear to be driving much more slowly than 40mph.

The damage to cars of the residents has also reduced to 

near nil and this is a welcomed addition with the closure. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes Yes please for everyone's sake.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

They have created even more dangerous areas elsewhere 

in Coillesdene and Milton's. Slight decrease

The traffic has decreased in my own street, but has sped 

up in neighbouring streets. Strongly disagree

If driving into the town, I go via Portobello High St. 

Therefore increasing traffic Strongly disagree The problems are well documented Not Answered Irrelevant question to me No Absolutely ridiculous to even suggest One way and traffic calming measures in Brunstane road

As an individual  Strongly agree

It is much more pleasant to cycle around the area now. 

There is a slight increase in traffic in the Colliesdene area. 

It has not impacted my ability to travel around Portobello 

in the car but has made cycling - particularly at school 

drop off and pick up times much nicer. No change Neither agree nor disagree

I have not seen any data about traffic pick up in the other 

areas. Cars still speed along the high street Don't know

Any observations would be anecdotal as I do not have 

any figures to compare. Yes Yes

I can see the benefit of making this a one way street but 

personally prefer to keep it closed.

More engagement to show the benefits of such schemes 

would be better. Also, some facts and figures when 

running consultations like this about the actual 

uplift/downshift in traffic and the environmental issues. It 

would be good to make informed decisions rather than 

just observational.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Agree

The streets are much quieter and pleasant to walk around 

in. Slight increase

I live on Joppa Road and there has been increased traffic. 

That in itself is not a problem as it is a main road, 

however there needs to be traffic calming or speed 

controls here as a large proportion of vehicles do not 

observe the 20mph limit. My house like many is directly 

onto the pavement and as such noise and fumes are 

more of a concern.

I would like to see a survey done to see what proportion 

of vehicles are speeding and if necessary traffic measures 

put in place here too.. Agree

Little impact, aside from increased traffic on Milton Road 

and Joppa Road Agree

Very positive at the locations of traffic calming. Negative 

impact to other roads due to increased traffic travelling at 

higher speed. Yes Cycled up Brunstane Road many times Yes I like the trial measures.

I would like the schemes to be devised based on data 

rather than popular opinion of residents who shout 

loudest.

Those roads with more traffic, denser population and 

closeness to the sources of pollution etc. should be given 

weighting.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Very inconvenient to leave area for Milton Road. Now 

need To go to Milton Drive and on return have to go 

further along to next street.as a member for 30 years of 

Brunstane Bowling Club has added much more mileage 

and petrol only other choice is walking and as an 80 year 

old not always easy.I’ve noticed traffic in Woodside 

Terrace much heavier Significant increase Strongly disagree Disagree

Cars need to go much further to get out of area therefore 

more petrol and pollution Yes As stated in previous comments No Open top of the Gardens on to Milton road Better maps in larger size so as people can read them
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I would normally drive to shop at Asda, the Jewel.  I now 

have to add approximately 3 miles to my journey because 

Brunstane Road is closed at the bridge.  I would also 

envisage a similar disruption to emergency vehicles to 

attend my immediate area.  This has the potential to lead 

to lost lives in a medical emergency and unnecessary 

delay to the fire service and all that entails.

The changes have been detrimental and NOT beneficial. Significant increase

There has been a steady and significant increase to the 

traffic in Joppa Grove.  Previously the traffic movement 

was to gain access to Joppa Grove and nearby adjacent 

streets.  Now it's used as an alternative to the natural 

route of Brunstane Road. Strongly agree

Brunstane Road was the direct and legitimate link 

between the town of Portobello and Milton Road.   

Drivers were using Brunstane Road for no other purpose 

in using that route other than for access connecting the 

aforementioned.  This has had a NEGATIVE impact on 

surrounding streets Strongly disagree

The combustion of additional unnecessary fuel has had a 

negative impact on the environment and is not in keeping 

with the current trend to promote green issues. No

I am elderly and have decreased mobiility.   Walking with 

loaded shopping bags is not an option for me. No

Please return things to the status quo.   All you have done 

is turn Brunstane Road into a car park to the detriment of 

the local populace.

The modification I feel should be made would be to 

restrict parking to one side of the street on Brunstane 

Road.  Roads (as the name suggests) are for the purpose 

of accomodating the unhindered passage of traffic and as 

such they are not a storage facility.

If future similar schemes are of the hackneyed type which 

has been applied in this instance, they should NOT be 

implemented.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All that has happened is that traffic's been moves from 

one street to another one. What Brunstane Road has 

gained Milton Terrace has lost. Significant increase

Because traffic cannot travel along Brunstane Road it is 

now coming along Milton Road East. This Road has a 

college, sheltered housing, a home for older people and a 

RNIB building on it. The traffic will increase when the New 

Brunstane development opens so any additional traffic is 

not a good idea. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

Car Journey times have increased, and it is now more 

difficult to get to the allotments off Brunstane Road when 

taking plant materials to and from that site.

In spite of the large plant boxes and signs Traffic is still 

turning off Milton Road East and coming down Milton 

Drive when it quite clearly shouldn’t. Significant increase It also appears to travel faster. Don’t know.

This question should really be directed at those living in 

the surrounding streets. Disagree Traffic in the Avenue is more frequent and travels faster No No

If this scheme is to made permanent then we need 

proper, solid, traffic calming measures installed all along 

Coillesdene Avenue

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Strongly disagree No But I have to drive more to get to my house and work. No

Don't make any more changes why try to fix something 

that is not broken.?

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road no longer feels so dangerous to cross. 

Nice that the area is more challenging to rat run. Significant decrease

Brunstane Road was very difficult to cross previously. The 

wide corner onto the High Street was particularly bad. 

This is much improved. Agree

Anything to encourage people to take journeys, especially 

short ones, on foot or bike should be encouraged. Strongly agree No

I would always walk in the local area anyway. I am much 

happier with the route to the High School with Brunstane 

Road closed though. Yes Any traffic calming measures are of benefit.

Honestly, I don't think individuals are generally capable of 

thinking of the wider benefits of traffic calming schemes. 

Difficult to encourage folk to get out of the car based 

mindset. I would be up for the entire High Street 

becoming bus, bike and emergency vehicles only - taking 

inspiration from the scheme in Walthamstow, London. 

Make Portobello a true 20 minute neighbourhood with 

safety and health at the heart of the scheme.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I was fairly agnostic about the change before the trial. 

I had thought the problem would simply be displaced but 

I have not seen any of the aggressive traffic problems that 

characterised the to end of Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Far to much traffic being funneled along certain streets ( 

dangerous levels )

just moving the problem from, Brunstane road ( where 

the people that had to step down from the final vote live 

) to other areas  To completely close Brunstane road, 

rather than considering making it one way makes no 

sense from a traffic management position. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Listen to the people  Last time the council completely 

ignored the views of the local residents. They had the 

results and ignored them!!!

As an individual  Strongly disagree Adding car miles, worse for environment. No change Strongly disagree

You have moved traffic from one place to another. 

Brunstane Road has always been a thoroughfare. Strongly disagree More car miles as a result. No No

It is poorly planned and executed.  Make Bruntane Road 

more suitable for traffic or allow traffic at certain times.

As an individual  Agree Significant decrease

Reduction of HGVs using crescent as a short cut has been 

beneficial. Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Don't know/No opinion

Implementation was a long time after the consultation - it 

should have been quicker and a follow up survey within 

three months.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Only 50 residents affected by busy traffic / congestion in 

Brunstane Road but disruption now caused by closure is 

affecting many more residents of other areas. Impacts on 

deliveries, utilities, visitors and emergency services.

Cyclists using bridge are not taking proper precautions 

regarding entrance to Joppa Station Place. The large 

barriers are blocking the view of oncoming cyclists to car 

drivers approaching entrance to Joppa Station Place Significant increase

Traffic now using entrance to estate to turn cars as not 

everyone is aware of closure. Disagree Traffic has increased along Portobello Disagree Traffic queuing has resulted in more fumes No No

This causes unnecessary problems for residents in 

surrounding areas and an increase in petrol

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Milton Road East has become very very busy and it can 

tak up to 4 minutes to get out of my driveway safely Significant increase Don’t know.

I had signed at a meeting suggesting that Brunstane Road 

become a ONE WAY STREET GOING NORTH TIWARDS 

PORTOBELLO. Also

When entering Milton Road East from Milton Drive 

drivers take their lives in their hands as they try to cross 

the road at Portobello Cemetery.  It is so dangerous and 

there are always cars or vans parked near the junction so 

it is difficult to see what's coming. Strongly disagree

Very dangerous having the only exit onto Milton Road 

East at Milton Drive for the reasons I mentioned above. No No

Make Brunstane Road a one way street entering it from 

the Harry Lsuder side Leave the roads alone.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic from east of St Mary’s Place must go via Milton 

Drive to travel West on Milton Road . The carbon 

footprint as result must be considerably increased . I have 

had several experiences of vehicles ignoring the no entry 

from Milton Road . The additional traffic in Coillesdene is 

on top of all the learner drivers using the area . 

I was advised that a one way system on Brunstane Road , 

South to North from Milton Road to Joppa Station Place , 

could not be implemented as a cycle lane had to be 

incorporated , no such lane is marked . Further , just 

along the Milton Road is Hope Lane with a designated 

cycle route right into the heart of Portobello . A one way 

route South to North is the obvious resolve . No change

Whilst notices were initially displayed , though later 

removed , vehicles from time to time park on Brunstane 

Road opposite the entry to Joppa Station Place . This 

restricts the turn into Joppa Station Place and at times 

has caused difficulties for larger vehicles . Our refuse and 

recycling uplifts have been delayed on occasions due to 

this . Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree No No

Surveys and consultation suggest that the weight of local 

opinion will be recognised . This scheme ignores feedback 

and the  local views of the vast majority who recognise 

the traffic problems in Brunstane Road but seek the one 

way system as a fair and equitable resolve .

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All the council have done is move one problem away and 

created a more dangerous problem of speeding vehicles 

to another area, that being Coillesdene Avenue. Significant increase

With the significant increase in volume of traffic brings a 

much bigger danger, that being the speed of the through 

traffic along Coillesdene Avenue. It now a race track at 

certain times. Strongly disagree

displaced traffic have not been discouraged from using 

the Coillesdene area as the quickest way to get to the 

Joppa Road area traffic has to cut through the 

Coillesdenes. Strongly disagree

The council have created a bigger problem with 

dangerous speeding day and night along Coillesdene 

Avenue.  Monitoring volume of traffic as the council have 

done does not measure speed. These concerns were all 

raised at the  meeting prior to the changes. No

Due to the speed of the through traffic we no longer 

cycle, its not safe anymore. No

At the initial meeting speed restriction areas were 

indicated on Coillesdene Avenue.  Why were these not 

implemented?

Painting 20 MPH on the roads does nothing.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It is shocking that all streets except one is closed to cars 

and open to cyclists. I rarely ever see cyclists using these 

streets and the few that do still have plenty of room 

alongside cars. We are only driving through brunstane 

road to get to the bypass or Milton Road, we are not 

parking there or taking up residents spaces.

Also , I think cyclists are causing more problems than cars 

as they are all using the promenade when it is really busy 

with families and cycling far too fast. It’s a miracle they 

have not killed a child or a dog. I am terrified when I take 

my little dog along the prom as she has already been hit 

by a dog. Luckily she survived. Significant increase

Obviously the traffic has increased in my street because 

the only street open from Milton Road comes into my 

street, making it much busier. Strongly disagree I disagree because it has made it harder for drivers Strongly disagree It has not stopped people using their cars . Why should we No

I walk along the promenade away from traffic so it has 

made no change in my life. No

Us drivers pay our road tax, insurance and petroleum. 

Cyclists pay nothing and they are favoured

They should not be implemented at all. Things were fine 

as they were.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As predicted cars, lorries and delivery vans are using 

colliesdene as a through road and travelling onto seaview 

terrace via seaview crescent. Although improved we still 

see drivers ignoring the no entry signs and driving at 

speed through seaview crescent which in most places is 

only capable of taking a single file of traffic.  There is a 

blind bend at the end of this road which on several 

occasions has seen near misses Significant increase Strongly disagree No real change only traffic being pushed onto Collisedene Strongly disagree

People still drive it just takes them longer and burns 

more fuel No

I cycle to work when in the office and have always cycled 

or walked into portobello.  It hasn't stopped me using the 

car when I need to No

Making Brunstane Road one way south to North would 

have been a better solution for all - and probably a lot 

cheaper

When you ask for feedback before this and 92% of the 

respondents were against it - maybe listen and don't tell 

them that in a democracy the views of the majority are 

wrong if you don't like the response.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Having been in hospital I go to bed often during the day 

for a sleep but the increase and speed of the traffic is 

extremely upsetting. I sleep at the front of the house. 

Even before being hospitalised the amount of traffic now 

using Milton Drive in the early mornings presumably 

going to work is horrendous. Significant increase As above. Don’t know. Strongly disagree No I use a mobility scooter. No

Instead of diverting traffic through the residential 

Coillesdene area, it should be diverted via Eastfield.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial resulted in the closure of through traffic on 

Brunstane Road - the road should be made one way 

which would reduce through traffic yet still allow a direct 

route into portobello for locals. Significant increase

Traffic all now have to go down Milton Road East and 

sling Seaview Terrace as all the through roads have 

limited / no access.  

This has made these already busy roads even busier. Strongly disagree

Increased traffic and inconvience for anyone looking to 

get from the middle of portobello onto the bypass. Strongly disagree

The level of traffic has not reduced it has just been 

diverted and there is already a street close to Brunstane 

Road which is not a through road and used by 

pedestrians (South Morton Street). No No

A one way system should be implemented on Brunstane 

Road North rather than full closure and less resctrictions 

in colliesdene area.

It appeared the views of residents on Brunstane Road 

North overrided the views of residents in the local area, 

with the initial views of the first consultation not taken 

into account. 

Please ensure all views are taken into account in this 

consultation.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I agree with Brunstane Road not being a through road - 

however I find the traffic closures on other parts just 

moves the traffic to different small residential areas - our 

road Woodside Terrace has quite a camber on it and I'm 

increasingly concerned on access for emergency vehicles 

and refuge collection at the Joppa/Musselburgh end of 

the street, our street has seen a big increase in through 

traffic Significant increase Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree Yes No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic has increased exponentially in affected streets 

in Coillesdene due to closure of Brunstane Rd and one 

way system Significant increase

Car drivers and vans  now use Woodside Terrace as a 

short cut to reach the entry and exit system in Brunstane 

Road Strongly disagree

The volume of traffic in certain Streets in Coillesdene have 

increased significantly Strongly disagree

Most Streets in Coillesdene now face increased traffic 

pollution since the Road closure in Brunstane Rd. No

I am  and have been a keen cyclist and walker for many 

years. However, closing Brunstane Rd is not the answer, 

as only one street benefits. No

Suggestion: Non residential traffic should only be 

permitted to travel along main roads. All Coillesdene 

roads should be shut off to through traffic.

Listen to the people. Apparently around 70% of people in 

our area voted against the trial scheme and it still went 

ahead.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I am disabled and have to use my car to get from my 

home in the Joppa triangle to the Joppa Road, prom or 

Portobello High Street. I make these trips frequently and 

they are all essential journeys. Closure of Brunstane Road 

means my journey is approximately one mile longer each 

way, travelling through the Coillesdenes. If I were to use 

the recommended route via the lights at Eastfield, it 

would be even longer and slower. Turning right into 

Milton Road East at that junction is also dangerous 

because traffic from Musselburgh appears taken by 

surprise. The presence of parked cars occupying the left 

lane makes cars following behind stop suddenly. 

I therefore take the route used by most traffic which 

makes Milton Terrace, Coillesdene Avenue and Milton 

Drive sometimes very busy.

My main reason for strongly disagreeing with the 

proposal is that rather than reducing car use, it is 

increasing car miles at low speeds, causing extra personal 

expense for fuel but most importantly increasing CO2 

emissions. This is the case whether I divert via Eastfield or 

the Coillesdenes. No change

This is because my street is already a cul de sac and 

unaffected by diverted traffic Don’t know. Strongly disagree See my comments q 6 No

Not applicable as I am disabled. I can only walk a few 

metres and can’t cycle or wheel independently No

Brunstane Road should be reopened and the planters 

removed in the Coillesdenes. 

As a compromise to those residents who object to traffic 

in their street and also to improve safety at the 

Brunstane Road/Milton Road East junction, it could be 

made one-way northbound between Milton Road East 

and the railway bridge

If the council consults with those affected and receives an 

overwhelming majority vote in support of a given course 

of action it should not override a democratic vote for that 

course of action to impose its own agenda

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Multiple individuals seen entering roads which are meant 

to be closed to entering traffic off Milton Road East. 

Inability for emergency services to reach Argyll Crescent 

and Lower Joppa from Milton Road East effectively or 

quickly without going through Portobello or along 

Seaview Terrace.

You should make

Brunstane Road a one way street. Significant increase Strongly agree Strongly disagree No No

You should listen to the original consultation which said 

the majority of residents disagreed with the closure of 

Brustane Road.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My own personal journey (large family, food shopping at 

Asda on A1 and Fort Kinnard) from A1 to Brunstane Road 

North is hugely increased by car. I am very pro the 

environmental factors, I drive an electric car, and I use my 

bike and walk where possible. But I cannot do a family 

food shop without the car. And I feel victimised by this 

scheme.  

If, as some reports suggest this is a ruse by counsellors 

living on Brunstane Road to use a traffic calming scheme 

to support their own personal desire to have less traffic 

on their road, then that is a disgrace.  I truly believe that 

no counsellor living on any of these streets should be 

allowed to make decisions that affect the lives of many 

local people using these streets regularly. 

If you are truly wanting in introduce traffic calming, surely 

it makes sense to make both streets one way in the 

opposite directions? 

Or issues passes to local people living in the close 

vicinity?  Or ambulances, police, public transport and 

taxi's only to pass, or cars with more than two people in? 

There are other ways off making this work without 

sending local people on a huge loop, thereby creating 

more environmental impact in car usage. 

I also note that emergency services are also at risk of not No change

People will always park at the bottom of Brunstane Road 

North for access to the beach. Strongly disagree Portobello High street remains hugely busy. Strongly disagree

I am driving further, how can this be environmentally 

friendly? No

I still need to do a food shop for a large family, that will 

never change. No

Absolutely not. 

As in comments above, making both roads one way in 

opposite directions is a possibility. 

I think you need to work out the numbers of people living 

on both streets who gain hugely from having less traffic 

running along their road (which hasn't increased, I am 

guessing, since they bought their property), compared to 

the huge numbers of unaccounted residents who live 

around this area and have been hugely inconvenienced, 

then you might get an understanding of whether this is a 

genuine traffic calming project or whether it is for 

personal gain of certain individuals living on the street. 

Come clean about your intentions. Come clean about who 

gains and who doesn't. 

Don't use this as a 'get on your bike project' without 

understanding why these roads won't work for this (not 

least they are on a significant hill and very few people 

would be happy to cycle up them) . Make the high street 

pedestrian  / bus route only, if you want to calm traffic. 

Support cyclists with better cycle lanes, more safe places 

outside shop to chain their bikes to. Introduce more 

schemes to stop people having their bikes stolen. Not by this set of counsellors, clearly.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree It’s becoming impossible to get in and out of Portobello Slight increase

People are having to make longer journeys to get in and 

out of Prtobello. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Detours are making journeys longer and more prone to 

traffic jams No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I feel very sorry for the inhabitants of Milton Drive as 

most traffic now exiting Dalkeith Street/ Woodside 

Terrace, Coillesdene goes that way. 

Turning right from Coillesdene Drive, Milton Road or 

Brunstane road ( bottom) onto Joppa Road is hazardous 

often due to visibility. It can often be hard to see cyclists 

which is obviously another hazard. 

I am aware of increased volume of traffic on Dalkeith 

Street and often at speeds > 20 mph it seems. 

Coillesdene avenue is often restricted/ dangerous due to 

the large number of learner drivers.

Whilst from a time perspective I have no issue driving 

along Milton Read East and all the way back along 

Seaview Terrace and up Brunstane road to return to 

Dalkeith Street, I am upset by the increased fuel 

emissions, pollution and waste this creates. If this route is 

to be continued the large uneven area near to 39 Seaview 

Terrace needs to be addressed. It is dangerous for car 

drivers and cyclists. 

If I could use public transport to get to my workplace I 

would but this would take me 2 hours each direction. I 

cannot do this. The nature of my veterinary work means I 

need to transport equipment. I am also unable to cycle 

for medical reasons. Significant increase

I am aware of increased volume of traffic on Dalkeith 

Street and often at speeds > 20 mph it seems. Strongly disagree

I cannot see how it has a positive impact on the wider 

area. Strongly disagree

I am upset by the increased fuel emissions, pollution and 

waste this longer journey creates Not Answered

I always walk and use public transport where I can. I have 

not been able to do this any more as need my car for 

work and my work requirements have not changed. If I 

could use public transport to get to my workplace I would 

but this would take me 2 hours each direction. I cannot 

do this. The nature of my veterinary work means I need 

to transport equipment. I am also unable to cycle for 

medical reasons - risk of severe head injury due to 

clotting issues No

I think Brunstane road should be one way ( down) and 

Coillesdene Crescent one way towards Milton road- a big 

effective circle. 

Brunstane road should have parking one side only ideally. 

Milton Drive and Terrace can stay as is or revert to 

previous.

A more effective, transparent consultation in advance 

would be appreciated with a survey such as this offered 

at the outset. 

Whether true or not it is somewhat disquieting to be told 

that the trial went ahead despite numerous objections - 

apparently greater than those in favour. It would be 

helpful to see the results of consultations such as this 

before decisions are made.

As an individual  Agree

However it’s not solved the problem on Coillesdene 

Avenue, still speeding along.also people still using the 

wrong openings Significant increase

Coillesdene Avenue increased traffic and still speeding 

along. Disagree Disagree No Yes

only if coillesdene avenue is sorted with regards to 

speeding as promised at the start of trial which never 

happened

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly disagree No No brunstane road should one way traffic

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Would be better if Brunstane Road was made one way as 

it is a tight road but don’t believe closing at the bridge is 

the answer as just creates a rat run elsewhere and the 

temporary measures at Colliesdene are a hindrance. Significant increase

I live on Joppa Road and more traffic coming along since 

the changes were implemented. Strongly disagree

Appears to be heavier flows of traffic on the main 

thoroughfare on Joppa Road into Portobello High Street Disagree Not sure what positive impacts were envisaged? No I cycle anyway so has not made a difference No As above - don’t think it has been an improvement.

Do you publish the survey results as would be interesting 

to see them?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a resident of Coillesdene Avenue I can say that the 

measures to discourage people cutting through here have 

not worked. 

There is a marked increase in traffic driving along the 

street and a noticeable increase in speed. It seems rare 

than many people other than learners and local residents 

adhere to the speed limit. Significant increase Big increase in traffic Disagree Strongly disagree

I don't see any increase. Cars are having to travel longer 

to get to the same place and therefore fuel usage and 

emissions must be higher. No

I haven't used my car any more or less than usual but 

have travelled more distance to get to and from my 

house in Coillesdene Avenue. No

I strongly feel that one way north bound is a much more 

sensible option for Brunstane Road.

If I have read the information properly over the past few 

months, it seems the majority of the people in the initial 

consultation did not want the changes. It seems to me 

there is no point at all consulting if the results of the 

consultation are going to be ignored.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There has not been proper feedback from emergency 

services. Local residents have noted several blue flashing 

emergency vehicles having to turn back on Brunstane 

Road. Stroke and Cardiac patients require the fastest 

possible treatment and we believe that the road closure 

to emergency vehicles is putting lives in the area at risk.

We walk around the area regularly with our dog and have 

witnessed a big difference in the speed and volume of 

traffic.

Many drivers are ignoring road closures and continuing to 

travel down restricted streets. 

The volume has increased significantly on residential 

streets and many drivers are not adhering to the speed 

limit, many of the residential roads have a high number 

of elderly and disabled residents and we fear it's only a 

matter of time before there's a serious accident. Significant increase

We have noticed an increase in traffic, and it's particularly 

noticeable during the night due to the noise.

There has also been an increase in the speed of traffic. Strongly disagree

We expect that waiting time/time to hospital for any 

emergency vehicles will be adversely affected.

Surrounding streets are less safe as they are busier and 

traffic is travelling at higher speed. Strongly disagree

Surrounding streets are busier and traffic is travelling at 

higher speed. 

Journey times are now longer and more polluting. No

We have driven much further than we would have prior 

to the trial. No

We feel this trial is the result of a parking problem. 

Brunstane Road has always been an important 

thoroughfare in the area and the congestion there is a 

direct result of a mistaken belief that vehicle owners are 

entitled to storage spaces on public roads outside/near 

their homes.

We would also like to see a proper consultation involving 

all emergency services prior to a decision being made. 

Perhaps the bridge could be open to emergency vehicles 

only. 

Other options should be trialled prior to a decision, eg a 

one-way option.

There should be proper consultation of all emergency 

services when routes are likely to increase considerably.

Increase in volume of traffic and speed in residential areas 

should also be considered, closing one road merely 

pushes the problem elsewhere, particularly when it's 

raised as a concern prior to trial. 

The council/planners shouldn't be able to 'wash their 

hands' of problematic issues caused by trials such as this 

by saying it's not an issue for their department ie. speed 

of traffic is a police issue.

The signage on Milton Road is excessive and confusing.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I used to regularly use Brunstane Road as a cyclist and a 

car driver. I can still do the former and it is more pleasant 

. I don’t miss doing the latter and going to the beginning 

of Milton Road is a minor detour No change Strongly agree

Not aware how it is affecting people in Collisdene . I 

assume it has made their situation less peaceful. Strongly agree No Yes

Brunstane Road must have been impossible to live in. It 

was too narrow, it remains too narrow . It was often a 

war zone in terms of road rage. I hope the problems 

haven’t been moved to the Collisdene streets.  Too much 

priority is given to cars, peoples rights to a peaceful, 

safer,  less polluted place to live is more important .

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This trial could have been done with a desk top study 

instead of creating this expensive time waste trial.

I strongly object to the blocking off the access to Milton 

Road as Brunstane Road South has nothing to do with the 

Collesdene outlets.Brunstane Road South canbe block at 

the bridge without affecting the Collesdene area and 

signage could have been used to limiting the access to the 

residential zone.It is obivious the councillors have no 

techincal 

back-up when this this was proposed and approved

Ivor Ross IEng.AMiStructE

(Retierd Engineer) Significant increase Strongly disagree

The traffic to and from Portobello has increased with 

waiting times to pass through and return from the 

area.This is after the green buses were re-routed on to 

Milton Road .

What would one expect when you close off one route the 

other routes are then over used.The bottle neck then 

becomes the junction at Kings Road up the Portobello 

Road. Strongly disagree Not Answered

I have had to travel further and wasted time getting to 

and from outwith the area and then return in roundabout 

way to access the Collesdene area I would have thought 

this was the same for everyone No

Before one one comes up with any hair-brained ideas 

please get the consultants in to run a check before you 

impliment the proposed trial again

As an individual  Agree

As a cyclist I agree that these changes have helped make 

it safer for pedestrians and cyclists, especially when 

cycling up the top part of Brunstane Road.

As someone who lives on the lower end of the blocked off 

bridge I now often cannot park close to my home because 

people chose to park here rather than outside of their 

own homes . I was not expecting this, I would not park 

outside of someone else’s house, and mostly this is not 

an issue unless I have many bags. It is frustrating and an 

inconvenience I did not foresee. Significant decrease Don’t know. Don't know No

But I have felt safer cycling up Brunstane road even if I 

have not cycled more. Don't know/No opinion

I don’t know, from a cycling perspective of course and if 

there are less incidents of people walking and riding and 

getting hurt, cars on the top part of Brunstane road being 

damaged, I am in favour. If this has made no change 

except I cannot park out side of my home, then I would 

want it stopped. Always be aware there will be impacts no one expected.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease

Traffic, especially commercial (light medium and heavy 

vans) has decreased considerably Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Closing Brunstane Road is great and stops it being a tat 

run. However  the closures of access to Collesdene 

Crescent are inconvenient, but more importantly create 

more stress at the Joppa Road/ Seaview Crescent junction

This is a difficult junction to turn into from Joppa Road, 

and just causes more traffic on the main road. The 

alternative is winding through Collesdene Drive which just 

causes more turns within those roads. Where we park 

outside the back of our house on Woodside Terrace is 

simply much more difficult to get in and out of with the 

current restrictions. Slight increase This is referring to Woodside Terrance. Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

Happy for Brunstene Road to remain, very much dislike 

the collesdene crescent restrictions.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

It has reduced traffic in Brunstane and Coillesdene 

Crescent areas but has increased traffic along Coillesdene 

Avenue. This is now a rat run for traffic travelling to/from 

Milton Road East to Portobello. It would be better to run 

traffic the additional short distance to the bottom of 

Milton Road East where it can turn left along 

Musselburgh Road/Joppa Road to Portobello. This would 

keep most traffic away from the residential area of 

Coillesdene Avenue. It may be necessary to block 

Coillesdene Avenue (similar to Brunstane Road) to stop it 

being used as a rat run. Significant increase

It has simply displaced traffic from one residential area to 

another. More effort is needed to keep the traffic to main 

roads such as Milton Road East and Musselburgh 

Road/Joppa Road Neither agree nor disagree See above Neither agree nor disagree See above. No No

See above. Introduce changes to keep traffic on major 

roads and ensure residential areas are not used as rat 

runs like Coillesdene Avenue is at present. The residents 

of Brunstane Road must be delighted but we all need the 

same protection.

There was a lot of opposition to closing Brunstane Road 

at the consultation stage because we knew it would force 

cars to use Coillesdene Avenue, but this was ignored. 

There is no point having a consultation if you ignore 

widespread and strong opinion it delivers

As an individual  Strongly agree

less pollution - noise and air

I really don't mind the extra time it might take certain 

journeys if I use the car - the benefits far outweigh any 

negatives. No change

I haven't noticed any difference in my own street 

however our house almost backs onto Brunstane Road. Strongly agree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Disagree

Whilst the relevant Brunstane/Coillesdene streets may 

have been traffic calmed, it simply has put additional 

traffic onto Milton Crescent, Milton Drive and particularly 

Seaview Crescent.  The entrance/exit to Coillesdene 

Crescent, from Milton Road East, is closed with 

decorative boxes, traffic on Milton Drive are able to 

ignore the No Entry sign leading from the bottom of 

Milton Drive onto Milton Road East as there is only one 

small decorative box leaving cars easy access and thereby 

able to ignore the No Entry sign.  Why us this being 

allowed?  Either have No Entry, and boxes across the 

whole width if the street or not at all.  The existing 

arrangements make a mockery of the system.  

Furthermore, whilst there is a 20 mile speed limit sign 

attached to an almost obscured sign on Seaview Crescent, 

this is ignored.  Why are speed bumps not being used?  

There has been an unbelievable amount of speeding 

traffic on Seaview Crescent and this needs addressed by 

the council before there is an accident.  Today, and this is 

not a rare occurrence, between 1600 and 1839, I counted 

28 cars passing on Seaview Crescent alone.  The system 

needs modified. Significant increase

See above.  Not only increased, but speeding also.  Speed 

bumps need to be initiated particularly on Seaview 

Crescent. Strongly disagree

All that has happened is that you have moved a particular 

problem onto surrounding states.  Seaview Crescent is 

now actually quite dangerous in view of speeding traffic.  

Why do the Council think simply traffic calming some 

streets onto neighbouring states is acceptable without 

adequate measures?  We have a No Exit at the bottom if 

Milton Drive which is easily accessible to cars because the 

measures to stop entry are inadequate. Strongly disagree

You have simply moved one problem to neighbouring 

streets.  Do I get a rebate on my Council Tax due to the 

impact half hearted measures have been implemented 

resulting in my street now more dangerous, more noisy 

and more polluted? No

My work is some distance from home, and I work 

unsocial hours so buses not always an option. No

You need to make Milton Drive more inaccessible by 

putting barriers across the whole width of the street, and 

install speed bumps on Seaview Crescent. You also need 

more visible speed limit signs.

Canvass the views of all those who are going to be 

impacted by the diverting of traffic from some streets 

who are going to be traffic calmed areas. Surveys or 

directly speaking door to door, rather that inviting people 

to attend large scale public meetings which not everyone 

can attend.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic has not be reduced only pished elsewhere, mainly 

Coillesdene Avenue. The speed of cars driving down 

Coillesdene Avenue is a major concern. There are lots of 

families with young children in this area and only a 

matter of time before there is an accident. Significant increase Disagree You are just moving traffic to other parts not reducing it. Strongly disagree

More car fumes on the streets of Coillesdene and idling 

cars waiting impatiently behind lots of learner drivers. No No

No, this trial has been a failure. It has increased traffic in 

Coillesdenes and surprised there haven’t been more 

accidents the way people have been racing down the 

streets. Also many drivers think they can drive through 

no entry signs. It has no benefit apart from giving 

Brunstane Road residents a nice quiet street. Perhaps we 

should close the Coillesdenes too?

Listen to the residents before putting the closures in 

place. You are the council and are meant to be there for 

the residents.

As an individual  Strongly agree

There is more and faster traffic through the back streets 

at coillerdene, from Milton rd 

Coillerdene crescent should be opened from Milton rd so 

there is less traffic going down the other small streets. Significant increase

Drivers go very fast up from Seaview terrace and it is a hill 

and a curve with cars parked on both sides, then have to 

brake hard to stop. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree No No

Not mind Brunstane rd being closed. But the other road 

closures are not well thought about and the traffic at the 

lights at Milton link need better sequencing. As there are 

always big queues there. Ask the public who live in the area

As an individual  Agree Slight decrease

When Brunstane Road was previously closed,  we noticed 

a huge increase in the volume and speed of traffic on 

Coillesdene Crescent.  We have not had this this time 

round with the Crescent being closed off at one end. Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

We always walk when we can but when we do need to 

take the car we need to drive further which adds to 

pollution. No No

I still believe that Brunstane Road would be better to be 

opened one way.

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I think the changes have only been beneficial to the 

residents of Brunstane Road south of the railway bridge 

making their road an effective cul de sac. The rest of the 

community has been impacted by not being able to use 

Brunstane Road.  All this has done is move the traffic to 

the other one way streets in Coilliesdene and significantly 

increase the traffic on Coilliesdene Avenue. It has also 

significantly increased the traffic on Brighton Place. No change

We live just north of the railway bridge and so our traffic 

was never an issue, however there have been multiple 

examples of cars having to turn in our private car park. Strongly disagree

There has been no discernable positive impact on 

Portobello.  All that has happened, as mentioned earlier, 

is that the traffic has been diverted to other roads. It is 

apparent from all the traffic using the Coilliesdene 

turnings that most of the traffic using it (and therefore 

was using Brunstane Road) is actually local to Portobello. 

(Summer excepted). Strongly disagree

There is no evidence that the closure has made any 

difference to the environment. No No

Absolutely not. 

It is clear that having a single "lane" on Brunstane Road 

(due to parking on both sides of the road by residents) is 

the problem. 

2 potential solutions, keeping Brunstane Road open:

1. making it one way in the north direction.  This also 

resolves the traffic congestion issues at Brunstane 

Road/Milton Road East.

2. having passing places at intervals on the road. This 

should prevent the problems with people getting stuck in 

the middle of the road with no ability to pass. This would 

be a sensible compromise and ease the problems in other 

areas of Portobello and also improve things for the 

residents of the rest of Coilliesdene.

The consultation process for this particular issue was a 

sham. To have 71% of the local community be against the 

proposal yet still pass through council (due to 

manipulation and personal interest on the committee) is 

absurd and makes a mockery of the process. It feels like 

no matter what we say it won't make any difference.

As an individual  Disagree

while the reduced traffic to the roads mentioned above 

may have been beneficial to the residents there, I strongly 

disagree that the changes have been beneficial overall 

and particularly to all the other streets that have seen an 

increase as a consequence.  There is also the increase in 

fuel consumption, and time, for those of us who have had 

further distances to drive.  These may not be huge, but on 

a daily basis, they soon add up. Significant increase

The amount of traffic coming down Seaview Crescent 

from Milton Terrace has increased dramatically.  Several 

times I have had a near miss accident as cars fail to slow 

down at the end of the crescent where there is a sharp 

bend.  The bend is the entry point to the driveway for 

houses 2A , 4,  6, 6A, 8, 10 and 12. 

With the increase in traffic, the road surface is breaking 

up and there are more 'holes' in the road. Strongly disagree

All that the changes have done is move the traffic further 

down. It has not stopped or reduced the traffic flow to 

Portobello.  On the contrary, it has increased the traffic 

and therefore has had a negative impact. Strongly disagree

As my journey distance and time have been increased, I 

am using more fuel, therefore the impact on the 

environment is negative. No No

The changes made should be removed and the traffic flow 

returned to how it was before, that way we all share the 

traffic.  There is certainly no 'calming of traffic' in Seaview 

Crescent, if anything, we seem to be bearing the brunt of 

the traffic cutting through from Milton Road to 

Portobello which is not only unfair but unsafe.

Perhaps in the future greater consideration should be 

taken into account of the negative impact such changes 

will invariably have on the surrounding roads and the 

increase in time and fuel consumption (and environment) 

it will have when extending journeys.

As an individual  Agree Significant decrease Don’t know. Neither agree nor disagree

The detour you have to do takes longer therefore isn’t 

eco friendly. No Yes

I was in favour of it being one way traffic in Brunstane 

Road although I’m enjoying it being quieter.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Creates heavy traffic on other roads and is inconvenient Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Travelling further to get to destination No No

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase

Brunstane Gardens is a cul-de-sac off Brunstane Road. 

When the bridge is blocked many of the car owning 

residents of Brunstane Road come into the Gardens to 

perform a 3-5-7-9 point turn at the furthest point away 

from the exit of Brunstane Road to the south. This is 

precisely where the kids who live in Brunstane Gardens 

play in the street.

Also, as a septuagenarian with increasing mobility 

concerns it would be important to be able to drive north 

over the currently blocked bridge to visit my 

GP:Pharmacist:Dentist:Hair Dresser:Family without 

travelling via Kings Road or Eastfield. Disagree

The Kings Road junction is now busier with Portobello 

traffic coming from Baileyfield turning into the High 

Street. Some of that traffic could easily reach Portobello 

via Brunstane Road. Disagree

It seems that local businesses in the Portobello area have 

lost business due the reduced footfall as it is easier to 

visit the out of town supermarkets. Yes Walk, yes, when weather and old age allows otherwise no. No

The changes in the Coillesdene area seem to be sensible 

whereas Brunstane Road is a major link between all areas 

of Portobello. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It very much restricts access out from portobello and 

Joppa and means every time you have to leave it’s a long 

round route to get anywhere 

Using more fuel, taking more time and polluting even 

more. It’s a very extreme and restricted arrangement that 

considers only the people living in Brunstane road and 

does not allow a compromise of tragic going one way on 

Brunstane and the other via the colliesdenes Slight increase

We live in portobello, Marlborough street so it’s not very 

close and only really used as a route to the beach 

We have noticed slightly more traffic but it could be 

because of good weather Strongly disagree

The main road through portobello and joppa Is busier, 

especially cars

Queuing to go up Brighton place to get out of portobello

As there are a lot of children using this route to and from 

school I don’t think it’s great having cars running but 

stationery, waiting a lot on this main road Strongly disagree

More fumes of stationery cars as described. More traffic 

in other areas

More trafic passing through the Coillesdene area and 

Brighton place which is getting much more congested at 

buys times

these streets, like Brunstane road  have a lot of 

residential houses - families and  older people, it seems 

bad for the environment to make the car fumes more 

intense in one  area rather than spread across a few 

streets that can give access in and out of Joppa and 

portobello No

Not nice to emerge on to the main road on a bike at top 

of Brunstane road into busy milton road

Think it should be one way heading from milton road 

down to the sea No

One way is definitely better

Coming from milton road down Brunstane road to a 

abercorn Terrance is best 

Much safer  that emerging onto milton road and the 

traffic is always backed up and would be calmer than 

traffic both ways on Brunstane road and avoid all the car 

passing issues whilst still lettering residents park there

Then have the other way - heading to milton road from 

portobello accessed via the colleadenes by opening up 

the blockade there

Trials are good but think they should be for shorter 

periods like 6 months

As an individual  Agree

Definitely quieter on Brunstane Road and noticeably 

better for cycling. No change

We are on Morton St just past Coillesdene Ave turn off. 

Was expecting to see noticeable increase in displaced 

traffic but if there has been an increase it's not overtly 

obvious Agree Agree Brunstane Road area traffic much quieter. No

I'm doing the same amount of cycling but feel more 

confident around Brunstane Road. Yes

I think this is an improvement, traffic doesn't seem too 

displaced so I'd be for making it permanent.

Maybe provide evidence from other schemes as part of 

initial consultation content.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Traffic is much reduced, and scheme is sufficiently 

extensive to dissapate traffic around other roads. Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Not Answered Significant increase

I would like to see the objective evidence of the  volume 

of traffic and speed of same along Coilledene Avenue. My 

impression is that  both is higher. I feel significant traffic 

calming, much more than that which is proposed, is 

needed on the Avenue to prevent pedestrian and 

particularly child deaths.The one way street signage on 

Milton Terrace is incomplete, confusing and illogical 

,because of the presence of Milton Grove being half way 

along the southern half of Milton Terrace. Don’t know. Agree

Safer for  cyclists entering and leaving Milton Road. I 

really don’t mind my altered car driving entry nor exit 

into / off Milton Road. Fix Milton Terrace signage please; 

currently dangerously confusing. Yes See answer 9 above. No

Fix the confusion on Milton Terrace re signage.  Markedly 

increase traffic calming on Coillesdene Avenue and I 

would probably be happy. The town needs more physically separated cycle routes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The route to Dalkeith Street from the A1 direction is un-

necessarly long due to closure of access roads off Milton 

Road East into the Coillesdene area. Slight increase

Extra traffic travels along Dalkeith Street from the east 

and turn left into Brunstane Road as this road does not 

have complete access from Milton Road East. Strongly disagree

Excess traffic for residents of Milton Drive (only access off 

Milton Road East) must be unacceptable for them. Strongly disagree

No impact on the environment as the traffic us just 

displaced. No No

Make Bruntstane Road a one way road from MIlton Road 

East.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Should be a one way system coming from milton rd. No change Should be a one way system coming from milton rd. Strongly disagree Should be a one way system coming from milton rd. Strongly disagree Massive increase in car fumes due to increased distances. No Should be a one way system coming from milton rd. No Should be a one way system coming from milton rd. Should be a one way system coming from milton rd.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The impact on traffic going passed our house has been 

huge. Cars driving too quickly and erratically when they 

realise the bridge is closed and they are late. We have 

small children living on this road and it’s dangerous Significant increase As abovev Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

I believe that Brunstane road should be made one way. 

Traffic can come down from Milton road to Brunstane 

road towards the beach. Less impact for the residents and 

won’t affect their parking 

This then alleviates the pressure on Colliensdene

As an individual  Disagree No change

The supposed traffic calming measures certainly have not 

prevented motorists from using Seaview Crescent as a rat 

run. Disagree

Many motorists ignore the planters which have been put 

in place to dissuade them from using certain streets in 

certain directions.  To those who go along with the re-

direction, it is all just a nuisance.

Having a through road available to all on Brunstane Rd., 

with cars parked on both sides, has been a problem for 

residents of that road for years, but I don't understand 

why it was necessary to make alterations to traffic 

management in the surrounding streets.  Apart from 

learner drivers, the area is still quiet. Strongly disagree

We have to travel further to get to the same destination.  

How can that have a positive effect on the environment? No Why would I? No

Taxpayers money has been used to pay for the planters.  I 

would have rather it had been used to fill in potholes.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Don’t know. Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Don’t know. Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Completely unnecessary. Waste of public money. These 

streets are not busy enough to warrant these changes. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Listen to the peo0le who pay for these changes and are 

affected by them.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Only beneficial for those people who live south of 

Brunstane Road Rail Bridge. No change Strongly disagree

Coillesdene is now the rat race. 

The lack of filter to turn right at the traffic lights at the 

junction of Eastfield and Milton Road East results in 

traffic backing up, and in the Coillesdene rat race being 

twice as convenient Disagree

Is there evidence that this has cut the number of car 

journeys?

Good for Brunstane Road. Not good for Coillesdene. 

Net net neutral No

I cycle extensively. 

For me, this route is to get out of town to the A1, which 

means by car. 

I have not used this route more due to restricting car 

access No

Brunstane Road should be a one way street for cars. 

There should be restricted / no access for large vehicles. 

Bikes should be able to travel in both directions.

Keep the discussions live. There needs to be an ongoing 

dialogue and Change. The next consultation must be 

Portobello wide plan and not just the Joppa / Coillesdene 

triangle.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Some of the changes have made the area more 

dangerous. When turning into Milton Terrace I have 

encountered vehicles coming towards me which I was not 

expecting. This is signed as a one way street if 

approaching from Coillesdene Avenue. Vehicles exiting 

Coillesdene Grove should be signed to go LEFT ONLY to 

the Avenue. If this doesn't happen there is going to be a 

serious accident here. Significant increase Strongly disagree

Well what a ridiculous question! This is irrelevant to the 

situation. It is the impact on the Brunstane and 

Coillesdene areas that matters to us. Strongly disagree No No

Delivery vehicles and taxis often disregard the one way 

signs to the danger of other road users.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This does not cause me personally too many issues but I 

do feel it is wrong and should be changed. A bit  

inconvenient for me to only be able to get in and out one 

way off Milton Road. Less cross as the resident with 

gnomes in their garden cheers me up on the way past!

However, most traffic goes down Coillesdene Drive and 

avoids the stretch of the Avenue that I am in. I think there 

is significantly increased traffic for those in Milton Drive, 

Milton Terrace and the stretch of Coillesdene Avenue 

from Milton Terrace to Coillesdene Drive. 

I especially feel bad for the increased traffic in the 

previously quieter Milton Drive and Milton Terrace. I also 

do not think traffic should be diverted into a retirement 

community of property as on Milton Terrace.

The inconvenience caused for the affected streets far 

outweighs the benefit to one street who’s problems could 

have been better solved by making the section of 

Brunstane Road south of the bridge one way. This would 

leave multiple entrances from Milton Road into 

Portobello  and spread the traffic more fairly across the 

streets. Slight increase

This does not cause me personally too many issues but I 

do feel it is wrong and should be changed. A bit  

inconvenient for me to only be able to get in and out one 

way off Milton Road. Less cross as the resident with 

gnomes in their garden cheers me up on the way past!

However, most traffic goes down Coillesdene Drive and 

avoids the stretch of the Avenue that I am in. I think there 

is significantly increased traffic for those in Milton Drive, 

Milton Terrace and the stretch of Coillesdene Avenue 

from Milton Terrace to Coillesdene Drive. 

I especially feel bad for the increased traffic in the 

previously quieter Milton Drive and Milton Terrace. I also 

do not think traffic should be diverted into a retirement 

community of property as on Milton Terrace. Strongly disagree

The inconvenience caused for the affected streets far 

outweighs the benefit to one street who’s problems could 

have been better solved by making the section of 

Brunstane Road south of the bridge one way. This would 

leave multiple entrances from Milton Road into 

Portobello  and spread the traffic more fairly across the 

streets.  

This does not cause me personally too many issues but I 

do feel it is wrong and should be changed. A bit  

inconvenient for me to only be able to get in and out one 

way off Milton Road. Less cross as the resident with 

gnomes in their garden cheers me up on the way past!

However, most traffic goes down Coillesdene Drive and 

avoids the stretch of the Avenue that I am in. I think there 

is significantly increased traffic for those in Milton Drive, 

Milton Terrace and the stretch of Coillesdene Avenue 

from Milton Terrace to Coillesdene Drive. 

I especially feel bad for the increased traffic in the 

previously quieter Milton Drive and Milton Terrace. I also 

do not think traffic should be diverted into a retirement 

community of property as on Milton Terrace. Neither agree nor disagree No No

The inconvenience caused for the affected streets far 

outweighs the benefit to one street who’s problems could 

have been better solved by making the section of 

Brunstane Road south of the bridge one way. This would 

leave multiple entrances from Milton Road into 

Portobello  and spread the traffic more fairly across the 

streets.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Road safety for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.

Less risk to parked cars being damaged.

Reduction in road rage caused by road not being wide 

enough for cars to pass safely. Slight decrease Strongly agree Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes

As an individual  Disagree

Pros. 

It has reduced traffic in area - eventually once folk got 

used to it. But there was alot of confusion at start.

Cons. 

It adds time, Petrol etc to my journey by quite a bit if I 

want to use Milton Road.  

Cars still use it as a rat run but many now drive well over 

20 mph as they are frustrated. 

I have seen many of these use their horns with learner 

drivers as they are in such a rush.

We still have a large number of learner drivers using the 

area. Slight decrease Disagree

To be Honest I never really understood why people would 

use Brunstane Road. It was a mare. Hard to get out of 

onto Milton Road & too narrow a road. Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Very poorly laid out and signed. 

Have seen no change in traffic calming and rather have 

seen more people driving through the coillesdenes, they 

cut through our streets instead of going down brunstane. 

No one goes all the way down milton road and comes 

back they all sneak through. Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

it requires people to go on a huge detour which is bad for 

the environment No No

Please consider the results of the initial consultation as I 

believe this was widely opposed in initial development 

stages

As an individual  Strongly agree

There seems to be less rat running in general and no jams 

on Brunstane Road. It is also now a pleasure to cycle 

through this area. Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree This needs looked at in further detail. Agree Yes Yes

This process is the right one- trial a scheme, listen to the 

users, amend if necessary then implement a longer term 

change.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Coillesdene Avenue has never been busier just to let 

Brunstane Road be closed. Also ridiculous closures of 

Coillesdene Crescent and Gardens Significant increase Disagree Disagree Having to drive longer distances when collecting grandkids Not Answered

I already walk over 1000 miles per year. This has had no 

effect No

Bath Street Marlborough Street and Regent Street should 

be one way
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I live in Coillesdene Crescent and find what used to be  a 

20 second drive to the end of the street to join Milton 

road , can now be 4 or 5 minutes if learner drivers and 

parked cars in surrounding streets, stop a straight 

through dive.

I find this extremely frustrating and absolutely want 

Coillesdene Crescent entrance reopened asap. Slight decrease Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

I have to drive further and use more fuel to get out of my 

street . No No absolutely not

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There is no preferential filter at the turn off from the 

main road in Eastfield, leaving Portobello and turning 

right onto Milton Road East. It results in long wait times 

when you try to “do the right thing”. As a result the 

majority of the time, I go through the through the 

Coillisdenes. 

Brunstane Road is still a horrible and dangerous place for 

accessibility- cars parked on pavements and anyone with 

mobility problems/ pushing a buggy to the train 

station/bus has to go in the road. It does mean I can cycle 

up the road more easily but this was never a major 

problem in the first place. No change Disagree See reasons outlined above. Strongly disagree

Unsafe access to railway from Protobello as car still block 

the pavements on Brunstane Road. 

People drive further = more fuel. 

People drive fast through a residential area as a cut 

through = danger. 

No filter at lights of “preferred route” (via Eastfield) = 

frustrated, dangerous driving (this morning two cars in 

front of me went through red lights because they’d been 

waiting unsuccessfully to filter and turn right.) No No

There need to be fewer parked cars allowed on Brunstane 

Road. 

Safety needs to be the priority and then I would advocate 

for encouraging “active transport” - but this needs to be 

explicit and not just sending the problem elsewhere in a 

poorly thought through experiment.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road has been significantly improved for 

cyclists, pedestrians and residents. When I have to drive, 

it is not a significant detour to go via Milton Rd East, and I 

feel that closing this rat run has been a small step in the 

right direction for reducing private car use and GHG 

emissions. No change I live on Bellfield St, and there has ben no change. Strongly agree

Anything to discourage car use and promote safe active 

travel routes is a significant improvement Strongly agree

These will be incremental, but the twin climate and 

nature crises are now upon us, and any move to limit 

Scotland's highest emitting GHG sector is positive. Yes

I'm now far happier accessing the national cycle route 

directly up Brunstane Rd, and I'm happy that my kids can 

do it without fear of being pushed off the road by a car. Yes

Brunstane Rd was a total horror show before. A rat run 

that should have been closed off a long time ago.

You can only consult so much .. just get on and do it. 

Next, can we have a one way system and a low traffic 

neighbourhood from Bath St to Bellfield St, with 

staggered parking (and a one way system) on 

Marlborough and Regent Streets too please?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have noticed: increased volume of traffic in coillesdene 

ave, Milton drive, Coillesdene Gardens . Cars and vans are 

not adhering to the one way systems causing sudden 

breaking. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Cars are travelling a longer distance. Brunstane rd still has 

cars illegally parked on both pavements. No The roads are busier so less safe No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Open Brunstane and other areas and in particular make 

Brunstane Rosd one way.

As an individual  Disagree

I feel that a one way traffic measure on Brunstane road 

would be a MUCH more practical solution. No change Strongly disagree

Adjacent streets - particularly in the coillesdene area have 

had more traffic in them and new ‘rat runs’ have been 

created near to a residential care home. Disagree I don’t think it has led to reduce car use. No

Brunstane rd links Joppa with the A1 it is not somewhere 

where I would choose to cycle or walk. (Unlike along 

Porty high st) No

I think the rerouting of traffic has not improved the area. 

A one way system on Brunstane rd for incoming traffic 

would work much better.

A one way system on Brunstane rd for incoming traffic 

would work much better.

As an individual  Disagree

Lack of links between Milton Road and Portobello 

necessitates a substantial detour. No change Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

Longer journey around the Colliesdene triangle is not 

beneficial to the environment. No No

Some way system down Brunstane Road would minimise 

the traffic needing to detour while also addressing the 

previous congestion issue.

One way on Brunstane Road, reopen Collesdiene area to 

be more permeable.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

This has made the neighbourhoods livable, and limited 

the noise pollution. Most significantly, it has made biking 

into town, and to the bioquarter much more pleasant and 

safe. Cyclist had multiple close encounter accidents 

before the closure. We have sadly had recent bike deaths 

in the area due to not enough safe bike infeastructure. It 

has overall had a fantastic positive impact on porty, and 

the general area. Likewise it provides a way for the town 

to ride their bikes to the beach, in an otherwise car 

congested area No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

The environment has become much more healthy, 

because:

1. the traffic is largely cyclists and the emissions from 

vehicles is greatly reduced

2. the atmosphere is much more friendly and congenial

3. it is possible to walk safely along the road without 

speeding traffic

4. aggravation from and between vehicle drivers is no 

longer a problem Significant decrease

As mentioned above, vehicular traffic is significantly 

reduced.

The number of cyclists may have increased, but that does 

not present problems. Don’t know. I am not aware of any impact Strongly agree Please see my response to item 6 above Yes

I am now comfortable to walk in the area involved. 

Previously I avoided walking along the affected streets, 

because of all the difficulties and unpleasantness. Yes

There is no doubt that the ETRO should be implemented 

on a permanent basis No

As an individual  Disagree

So much more traffic in collensteines. Brunstane road 

should be 1 way going towards portobello. It’s crazy to 

block it off completely. 1 way would solve most of the 

difficulties prior to the trial. Also no HGV should be 

allowed No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree People making longer journeys No No

There was a consultation which was strongly against the 

proposals in the trial and it still went ahead. Should have 

looked at less drastic measures first

As an individual  Disagree

I think the closure has displaced traffic from Brunstane 

Road into the Coillesdenes and discouraged traffic from 

Brunstane and Milton Road to visit Portobello to use the 

shops and amenities. No change We live on the prom so it has made no difference Strongly disagree

I think traffic through Brighton Place has been heavy with 

frequent traffic jams on Southfield Place and also traffic 

turning right at the bottom of Milton Road has caused 

problems with other cars undertaking to get past and 

endangering other cars and cyclists, including myself on a 

number of occasions. Strongly disagree

The closure has meant longer drives for car users 

increasing pollution and congestion in other areas. No I cycle most places when I can so this has not changed. No

I think the 'solution' to the traffic issues on Brunstane 

Road have created significant traffic issues elsewhere. I 

think it should be open to limited traffic, specifically  it 

should be one way, heading north, with a height barrier 

at the bridge to prevent HGVs using it as short cut.

There was substantial opposition to this plan from the 

community, both in the immediate area and in wider 

Portobello and Brunstane. This was voiced to the 

community council and through the original online 

questionnaire. 72% of respondents opposed the decision. 

This was recognised in the letter that was sent out after 

these consultations informing of the decision, but still the 

council went ahead with their plans. I think this is a 

disgrace. The road was not a danger and there were 

solutions which could have been implemented which did 

not involve full closure. In future I would like to feel that 

the views of the community were actually listened to and 

acted upon rather than the council's consultation 

appearing to be a paper exercise prior to a forgone 

conclusion.

As an individual  Disagree

The changes have undoubtedly reduced traffic volumes 

along Brunstane road but they have failed to address the 

main concerns of local residents living close to Brunstane 

road  

These are: 

The changes make it more difficult to access and leave 

Portobello. This inconveniences local residents but also 

has a knock on effect on businesses in Portobello. 

There are still too many cars parked and poor parking 

etiquette on Brunstane road makes it difficult to access as 

a pedestrian or with a wheelchair or buggy. People with 

sight impairment would find it a very challenging 

environment. Cars parked on the pavement alongside 

bins makes it difficult to use the pavement, forcing 

pedestrians into the road. Cycling is not much better. 

While the road is now quieter, residents still speed down 

the hill and are reluctant to give way to cyclists going up 

the hill. You also encounter more pedestrians in the road. 

It doesn't feel like a safe space to cycle.  

The impact on residents of the Coillesdenes has not been 

considered. Residents of Brunstane Road bought houses 

knowing it was a main thoroughfare. Residents of the 

Coillesdenes bought houses on a quiet street and will 

have seen a significant increase in traffic as a result of the No change

I haven't noticed any significant increase in traffic 

volumes on Dalkeith Street. However, anecdotally I 

believe the average speed of traffic has increased. We 

more regularly see people travelling very quickly (more 

than 30mph) along the street. 

Our back garden is much quieter than before because of 

the reduced traffic on Brunstane Road. Strongly disagree

There has certainly been lighter traffic on Brunstane Road 

but that has only been diverted onto other local roads, so 

there has been an increase in traffic in surrounding 

streets. While this is spread by the one way systems on 

Milton Drive and Milton Terrace, the Coillesdenes as a 

whole will have seen increased traffic. 

During the trial period, traffic volumes in Portobello seem 

to have increased rather than reduced. This is to be 

expected with the level of local and regional house 

building going on, but I see no evidence of increased use 

of walking and cycling as a result of the scheme.

I am also concerned about the impact on local businesses 

of complicated diversions that might put potential 

customers off. The diversions have definitely foxed 

visitors driving to our house, even after explaining it to 

them. Strongly disagree

While the local impact on the environment along 

Brunstane Road will have improved (our back garden 

which is close to Brunstane Road is definitely quieter) the 

scheme must have an overall negative effect on the 

environment. It is forcing hundreds of cars every day to 

take a long diversion. The result is an increase in both 

pollution and CO2. Any decision to continue the scheme 

must include an environmental assessment. No

I haven't walked or cycled more. Though I regularly do 

both. I cycle along Brunstane Road at least twice a week 

and walk up and down it even more. I find it difficult to 

walk along the pavement because so many cars park on 

the pavement. I have witnessed mother's with buggies 

and people with wheelchairs being forced to walk on the 

road. Cycling doesn't feel any safer than before even 

though traffic volumes have reduced. No

I am not against some form of traffic restriction on 

Brunstane Road but the trial in its current form does not 

address the main issues. These are:

Local environment

Convenience to local residents

Impact on local businesses

Global environmental impact

My preference would be a one way restriction on the 

railway bridge at Brunstane Road with parking 

restrictions on one side of the road to create a safe route 

for pedestrians and cyclists. This would reduce the impact 

of diverted traffic and will have a more positive effect 

than the current trial on reducing overall traffic volumes 

by encouraging walking and cycling.

The consultation ahead of the trial revealed that a 

significant majority of local residents were opposed to 

the scheme as proposed. The trial was pushed through 

regardless, thanks to a minority of very vocal and well 

connected individuals. The consultation raised many valid 

points that were not properly considered before 

implementing the trial. No proper goals were set for the 

trial and local concerns were ignored. It would be good to 

see proper, independent and balanced consideration of 

the results of any further consultation. It will never be 

possible to please everyone, but addressing all concerns 

raised and setting out a clear rationale and goals for any 

future scheme will be important in securing local support.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I feel that the changes have been detrimental to all but 

the residents of Brunstane Road. While I understand that 

without the restrictions traffic in Brunstane Road can be 

difficult, it seems unfair to impose these traffic-difficulties 

on others instead. The residents of Brunstane Road were 

surely aware of the traffic problems when they bought 

their houses. Significant increase Disagree Disagree

I think the visual environment has been affected by the 

ugly planters. Although some residents appear to have 

taken ownership of them they do nothing to enhance the 

environment. Don’t know No

Restrictions to larger vehicles in Brunstane Road may be 

advised, and one-way priority would be perfectly 

acceptable.

I would like to see the road open all the way down in 

some way.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The measures put in place have just moved the problem 

of traffic congestion elsewhere and really only benefit a 

small number of residents. Would be better to make 

brunstane road one way which would alleviate the snarl 

up of traffic trying to pass on a road totally unsuitable for 

2 way traffic No change Disagree

The problem with traffic congestion in portobello is a 

wider issue however it was made worse by the restriction 

imposed on brunstane road Disagree No No

The current format is suitable however it would be good 

to see a full set of results of any survey and transparency 

on how the final decision was made

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Since the closure of Coillesdene Crescent,to access our 

street Coillesdene Terrace from Milton Road East requires 

a long detour all the way down to Milton Terrace and 

along the avenue wasting fuel ,increasing pollution and 

traffic on roads that were previously quieter. It is totally 

unfair on residents in Milton Terrace and Milton Drive 

making their quiet streets main access routes ,one 

resident having already paved over his garden to get his 

cars off the road. Almost every journey along Coillesdene 

Avenue is held up as only one car at a time can pass due 

to parked cars on both sides of the road .Planters give the 

area a tacky and tawdry look. It is difficult for visitors to 

access the area and in an emergency an ambulance would 

be delayed. Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Whole scheme should be scrapped as soon as possible

I was surprised the letter said the council welcomes 

feedback. ignores would be a more appropriate word. 

This unwanted and ill conceived  scheme was approved 

by councillors despite several consultations revealing 

over 80% of Coillesdene residents opposed it. Respecting 

the opinion of residents and not imposing your anti car 

schemes on them would be a good way forward.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is much safer for children and cyclists, 

there are fewer traffic jams, less damage to cars and 

fewer angry confrontations because drivers can't get past. 

I've also not noticed a significant increase in traffic in the 

coilesdene area, it seems most diverted traffic goes along 

the main Milton Road. Significant decrease

Much less traffic. Safer for children to walk or cycle to 

school. Safer for people to be outside doing outdoor 

activities. Strongly agree

The measures have directed the through traffic to the 

main roads which are better served to accommodate it. 

Milton Road is a wide 4 lane main road which can easily 

handle a few more cars. Strongly agree

Brunstane road is safer to walk and cycle on which 

undoubtedly encourages more people to walk and cycle. 

Making driving harder encourages other forms of more 

environmentally friendly transport. Our car use has 

significantly decreased in the last few months. Yes As a family we walk and cycle much more. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road has been safer. Less incidents of road 

rage. Easel of traffic in and out. Significant decrease As above. Strongly agree Strongly agree

Less pollution in residential / built up narrow areas. Flow 

of traffic kept to wide main roads. Yes Have got on bike to make short journeys to Portobello. Yes All as previous.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There was not a traffic problem in Coillesdene. To resolve 

an issue at Brunstane Road these measures have been 

over the top creating confusion especially since most of 

the traffic is learner drivers. The signage and road blocks 

are ugly. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

The problem in Brunstane road is narrow road and 

parking. The solution should have been to restrict parking 

and not spread the problem to their neighbouring streets.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Calmer traffic in the area, less aggression seen in 

Brunstane road by motorists too. Feels safer for all, great 

to see cyclists on the street. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Agree

I have certainly used my car less and walked more which 

is better for the environment, finances, and my health. Significant decrease

I'm no longer woken by the rumbling of large vehicles 

attempting to go down the street, or by people using the 

road as a race track. I've not witnessed (and most 

importantly neither have my kids) a bump, or a swearing 

match, which was a regular occurrence previously. Neither agree nor disagree

I haven't seen a notable change. The main drags can cope 

with the increase in volume. Strongly agree

I see evidence of more active travel (people using bikes, 

and walking) and there aren't the 'terrible queues' of cars 

that some expected on the main roads. Yes

I may have been tempted to nip in the car down to 

Portobello in the past, now I would walk. Yes

As an individual  Disagree

The benefits will have been felt by Brunstane Road 

residents but the traffic along Coillesdene Avenue has 

increased significantly with people speeding in order to 

make up time lost due to the diversions

Many people simply ignore the diversions and drive 

round the planters which is dangerous. Slight decrease

My road has seen less traffic as there is no access to 

Milton Road. Disagree

The streets that have had cars diverted down them are 

significantly busier. People drive very fast and do not 

obey the diversions. Neither agree nor disagree No No

I feel that although my road is quieter, that the 

arrangements are disproportionately unfair on the 

residents that have cars diverted down them and on 

Coillesdene Avenue.

I think that the opinions of all residents should be taken 

into account, not just a vocal few.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I believe a Crescent by name should be by practice for 

primarily use  for residents only.

This has made a difference to the safety in a positive way.

A couple years ago my mother was almost hit by a 

speeding driver who was using Coillesdene Crescent as a 

short cut Significant decrease More bikes less cars … Strongly agree Strongly agree

Less traffic is always a good thing and I’ve notice more 

neighbours cycling Yes 100 percent Yes

It’s challenging cause we are all against change and when 

this was proposed I initially felt it would be an 

inconvenience.

I was wrong and the benefits have been noticeable and 

positive.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

We live in Joppa Grove and the benefits have been 

overwhelmingly beneficial. As the mother of a toddler 

(one of many in the area), we have loved feeling safer on 

our streets. It has been wonderful for our kids to be free 

to play and meet together, without the worry of heavy 

traffic. Please may it long continue! Slight decrease

I was concerned we would become a rate race for lost 

drivers, but it's not been the case. Strongly agree I love to see the amount of cyclists now using that road. Strongly agree

It's allowed the area to breathe and we've seen an 

increase in wildlife. Yes

We use the Brunstane road often to enjoy a SAFE walk up 

to the station and playpark. Not Answered

As an individual  Strongly disagree

why can't you just make Brunstane road one way? Surely 

this would have been a more sensible idea for all 

concerned. routing all the traffic along Milton Road East 

and turning in to Milton Terrace in order to access the 

roads off Coillesdene Cresent just does not make sense. 

You have all that traffic feeding into a small street which 

is narrow and not clearly marked at the give way onto 

Coillesdene crescent. I have had several near misses with 

people driving straight across the junction at the terrace. 

The closure of Brunstane road has also had an impact on 

the emergency services and distress to family members 

when they need emergency assistance. Was making 

Brunstane road one way ever an option? No change Disagree Disagree

you have displaced all the traffic to the other end of 

Milton Road East. It would be interesting to see measure 

the pollution at this end of Milton Road East and the 

Coillesdene area No

I need to use my car due to medical reasons and the extra 

travel has an impact on my petrol use. No

As above it would make more sense to have Brunstane 

road one way and open the other roads as the were

it would be helpful to know how the decisions are made 

and on what grounds. What information do you use to 

reach these.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic exists. Limiting driver’s accessibility does not 

reduce traffic. Unevenly allowing a through street to close 

to traffic (except that directly beneficial to residents of 

that street) is deeply unfair and pushes more traffic to 

other streets in the area. Living myself on a street that 

experiences already high and dangerous (well 

documented) traffic, the current proposals are completely 

unacceptable and, I believe open to legal challenge from 

residents in surrounding areas. The fact that councillors 

who live in the ETRO street were allowed to vote on the 

proposal is completely ridiculous. That this traffic order 

was implemented at the whim of residents of one street 

who experience minor traffic problems compared with 

the rest of the area and was implemented without 

consultation of all residents of the area of Joppa is 

unfathomable. Residents in my street live in terror of the 

various forms of dangerous road users we experience on 

a daily basis, it is an insult to us as council tax payers and 

residents to be not only ignored but then directly 

impacted by this ridiculous and unfair policy. We should 

be apologised to and efforts made to ease dangerous 

traffic in the area, not tinker with the whims of some 

residents who think they deserve to live in a gated 

enclave. Significant increase

Obviously traffic has been forced onto other 

thoroughfares. Strongly disagree

A single bubble in a through street has had the expected 

impact of worsening traffic in the area. Magic does not 

exist and wishful thinking is not a policy worth pursuing Strongly disagree

Cars have not been removed from the road. Closing a 

through road makes many journeys longer therefore 

increasing pollution No

It is now more dangerous for me to cycle my usual routes 

due to increased traffic. I walk less due to the impact of 

more car traffic forcing more cyclists onto local 

pavements No

…furthermore an individuals (councillors) directly affected 

should NOT be allowed to vote on the matter. Ridiculous

Why not actually look at the DANGEROUS roads in our 

area and try to make them safer for EVERYONE! I have 

lost two cats and had a car written off due to dangerous 

road design and drivers, why is the council not addressing 

these well documented and historically known problems?

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I think the question is unfair because it suggests ALL 

aspects have been beneficial or not.   

I do think there has been some benefits, and it would 

appear traffic around Brunstane road is calmer. I would 

hope it has encouraged more people towards active 

travel.

However, I live on Coillesdene Avenue, near the bottom 

of Coillesdene Terrace and while there may have been 

mitigation, there does seem to have been an increase in 

traffic along the avenue. Some cars seem to go very fast.

I also think it took far too long for the correct signage to 

be used - the initial signs were far too small and did not 

make it clear to those unfamiliar with the area how to 

access the coillesdenes - this continues to be an issue. Significant increase Don’t know. Disagree

Has any work been done to actually look at whether there 

has been a reduction in car usage?  I'm not sure how 

closing some streets reduces car use - especially when 

most cars going from the local area towards Milton Road 

tend to be for longer journeys - there are no restrictions 

on access to portobello by car, which is the more local 

journey and should be where active travel is encouraged. No

I regularly walk when traveling towards Portobello. That 

was the case before the trial and continues to be so. Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Don’t know Yes

As an individual  Disagree

Whilst I disagree with the changes, it has at least allowed 

me the opportunity to find alternative ways to reach the 

A1 from my home address. It has impacted o on my 

ability to reach Asda, The Jewel quickly though. Slight increase

I am unsure if I the increase in traffic is due to people 

using our street as part of a rat run or not. Disagree

I think it has spread the load of traffic across a wider 

network. However the bottle neck at the bottom of 

Milton Road is a nightmare, so I would say that this area 

is impacted negatively Disagree

I feel there are more bottlenecks therefore cars are sitting 

stopped in more places. I never thought that this trial was 

about environmental issues anyway. No

My commute to work is not on this route, so no change.

I use my car for shopping, travelling and recreation all of 

which I use the A1 (or go West). Therefore I have been 

impacted every time I use the car. No

The trial has impacted on me negatively therefore I have 

no interest in it being maintained.

I would to suggest instead of an outright ban on cars that 

Brunstane Road is made on way. This could alleviate the 

traffic jams, and potentially reduce the impact and load 

on other areas.

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight increase It’s safer - it’s worth it Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

Put more cycle pedestrian measures in  - there will always 

be resistance to change but it needs to happen

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree

Much greater distances travelled by car each time I leave 

home to avoid blocked off streets. No I am disabled. No

The trial has just moved traffic from one area to another 

and has thus involved longer distances travelled by car.

As an individual  Agree

However the volume and speed of traffic along 

Coillesdene Avenue has increased significantly. It is also 

evident that some drivers have completely ignored the 

No entry  signs. Significant increase

Especially during the rush hours at start and end of the 

day. Neither agree nor disagree

Not residing in or noticing anything significant in other 

areas it is impossible to make a comment here. Disagree

The road closures  have had an adverse effect on the 

environment in Coillesdene Avenue. No No One way system in Brunstane Road

As an individual  Strongly agree

Feel safe walking with my children on Brunstane road. 

Children have not had to be exposed to road rage related 

foul language. 

No damage to car during period (previously had had 

damage monthly to parked car). Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree

Much less traffic on road and associated pollution. Have 

seen significant increase in cyclists on the road as they 

feel it is safe to use, including children cycling to school 

which is excellent Yes

Feel able to take kids on scooters and bikes safely to 

beach. Would preciously have driven. Yes

As an individual  Disagree

On balance, and as a resident of Brunstane Gardens, I 

disagree that the changes have been beneficial. (1) 

Vehicles still turn (northbound) down Brunstane Road 

and many of these then funnel into Brunstane Gardens. 

There is a constant flow of vehicles trying to turn around 

in these narrow streets, and meeting those coming the 

other way, recapitulating the original problem. This will 

likely continue unless Brunstane Road is made one-way 

southbound and there's a proper no-entry traffic sign at 

the south end. (2) We now feel physically cut off from the 

rest of Portobello and Joppa. (3) On the other hand, the 

rat-run of traffic from the A1 northbound down 

Brunstane Road has much improved and it's much easier 

for pedestrians to negotiate the rail bridge, which only 

has a narrow walkway. No change

The nature of the traffic has changed, rather than the 

volume. We have the lost and angry, who ignored the 

signage and want to be elsewhere. A cul-de-sac sign at the 

junction of Brunstane Gardens and Brunstane Road would 

help. Agree

Directing through-traffic to roads designed to deal with 

through-traffic (with crossings and so forth) must be a 

good thing in general. Agree

There is less traffic noise and fewer instances of 

confrontation and stand-offs between drivers on 

Brunstane Road. However, the turning traffic in Brunstane 

Gardens has, I believe, contributed to householders 

converting front gardens into driveways to facilitate off-

road parking and this has led to tree loss and reduced 

facility for surface drainage. No

We take every opportunity to walk, cycle or use public 

transport instead of our car. The children cycle to school 

and the north end of Brunstane Road is safer in that 

context than it was. No

The narrow part of Brunstane Road should be made one-

way from the railway bridge southbound. Trial the one-way southbound suggestion above.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This was a ridiculous and unnecessarily harsh measure 

when making Brunstane road one way would have solved 

the problems immediately. Significant increase

Morton Street was a quiet virtually car free street for 

most parts of the day but now there are a pretty constant 

stream of cars every day throughout the day. Some 

travelling at excessive and dangerous speeds Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The impact of this change is worse for the environment 

on A number of levels:

1) cars that were coming from the south are now having 

to drive further along Milton Road before being able to 

turn into the Coillesdenes and then drive back towards 

Portobello.

2) As the streets in Coillesdenes and Morton Street are 

busier fewer children are out on bikes, scooters and   

Skateboards etc as it’s more dangerous due to increased 

volume of traffic. No

In fact this has made me need to drive more as I’m now 

no longer letting my kid walk to school as the streets are 

now busier. No Make brunstane road one way.  Simple solution.

Yes listen to the local

Community who responded to the community council 

consultation prior to this temporary scheme and the vast 

majority were totally against these closures.

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase

More cars coming to bottom of Brunstane Road to turn 

and go back up.  This includes residents who use the 

junction at Brunstane Gardens to turn and go back up the 

street as it appears this seems the easiest way for them 

now to turn their cars to go back up the street.  This did 

not happen previously as the road was too busy for them 

to do this. Strongly disagree Just moved traffic into Coillesdene Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There is no way to cut through to portobello, clogging the 

east and west sides unnecessarily. Significant increase Strongly agree Funnelling traffic is not the solution Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It’s not very well organised as it’s such a long detour and 

with fuel price so high , I think it’s very unnecessary as 

there’s normally not much traffic along these roads , 

Brunstane road is the only problem which should be 1 

way Significant decrease

It’s decreased but where is the traffic supposed to go 

without taking long detours and as a taxi driver increases 

fuel bill Strongly disagree Don't know No No

As a taxi driver iv seen these measures in different areas 

in Edinburgh and think they are unnecessary as I feel 

there in areas where there aren’t much traffic

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This is a total joke , all that’s happening is moving traffic 

problems to other areas , for over 30 years I’ve driven up 

and down brunstain road without an issue.

It almost feels like local residents are being given 

preferential treatment. I’d suggest to them if they don’t 

like the street they live on move house rather than 

shifting their problems onto the residents of Collinsteen. 

Absolute farce. The whole spaces for people and bike 

lobbying campaign got far to much attention and 

consumed a lot of public money that could be better 

spent elsewhere No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Don’t bother implementing such schemes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has not helped getting in/out of brunstane Rd South 

which i thought it would, boxed junction urgently needs 

re painted there. I feel it has created a rat run around a 

larger area can brunstane Rd not be made double yellows  

on one side and one way only to traffic, I feel this 

suggestion would make a huge decision I work/care for 

elderly patents who live in porty i regularly take them to 

appointments, get shopping etc, I can't cycle there with 

bags, they can't walk due to disabilities so makes my 

journey 10 mins longer in each direction increasing my 

emissions and length of time I'm driving. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Me getting to disabled parents to care/shop of take to 

numerous doctors hospital appointments, is adding 

20mins on a return journey at least an extra 1hour extra 

me driving creating emissions, total opposite of what the 

environment needs No

I do walk and always have when I'm able, ie not got 

shopping or taking disabled parents to appointments No

Double yellow lines on one side of street, and made a one 

way street! This has just given the people in this street a 

private car park, whilst creating havoc elsewhere

As an individual  Agree

Strongly agree the benefits to Brunstane Rd residents.  

That narrow road simply cannot act as the main link from 

Milton Rd into Porty.  Much better to make cars use the 

longer route (by a few mins driving) along Milton Rd and 

through Eastfield into Porty.  On the downside, the 

Collisdene's are a little harder to navigate now, but that's 

a price worth paying. No change

We live in a cul de sac off Douth Morton St so are not 

directly affected. Strongly agree

I think it's great to see more of the traffic displaced onto 

Milton Rd (which is wide enough to handle it).  Traffic in 

Porty village itself remains a nightmare but I realise that's 

being considered separately. Strongly agree

Much nicer local environment in and around Brunstane 

Rd.  Easier for dog-walking etc.  

I'm sure the displaced traffic has increased carbon 

emissions a bit as cars can't use Brunstane Rd as a rat run. Yes Dog walking mainly. Yes

Better signage within the Collisdene's about how to 

weave your way out.

We urgently need to look at one-way traffic flow and 

more double yellow lines/ resident parking only on the 

side streets off Porty High St

As an individual  Strongly disagree

For residents on the south side of Milton Road these 

measures have made accessing the shops and other 

facilities in Portobello significantly more difficult, 

particularly for those who require to use a car. Not Answered Strongly disagree

It appears to me that the traffic has simply moved from 

Brunstane/Coillesdene to other routes which previously 

had less traffic. Disagree

In accessing Portobello from south of Milton Road by car, 

the distance and therefore emissions have at least 

doubled per journey. No No

I do not believe that the trial has in any way reduced 

traffic

The opinions of the wider public should take precedence 

over a minority of respondents with a vested interest.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

I have lived  in Brunstane Rd for nearly 30 years for the 

last 10 I would say it has become unbearable to the point 

that I have considered moving. The traffic and drivers 

appeared to be the priority . I suffered  verbal abuse and 

threats on a regular basis for merely attempting to leave 

my address  or park in Brunstane Rd . Since he closure 

this has completely stopped and I am once again able to 

converse with my neighbours across the road . Prior to its 

closure the constant traffic made this difficult . 

I understand that many people say they find it 

'inconvenient' to have the rood closed but I cant see how 

being trapped in traffic in Brunstane Rd can be 

'convenient ' ? It takes a few minutes more to use the 

Harry lauder Rd and Milton Rd .

 I  understand that there has been an increase in traffic to 

certain road in the Colliesdean area however if Brunstane 

Rd was to be opened again the traffic dispersed there 

would simple be shifted once again to the narrow 

confines of Brunstane Rd . I am not in favour of a one way 

system as this would simply increase the speed one way 

and there is no road to mirror the one way system .  

Commercial vehicles would also begin to use the road 

again as sat nav does not identify it as unsuitable .

I suffer from asthma and since the road closure this has 

improved.

Please do not allow Car to be King again , the road closure 

has been an enormously beneficial in terms of my 

physical and emotional health and the renewed sense of Significant decrease

I no longer need to suffer verbal abuse and threats from 

drivers trapped in traffic in Brunstane Rd . No longer need 

to assist drivers of commercial vehicles to negotiate 

safely past parked cars Strongly disagree

The traffic has been dispersed more equitably . I 

understand that this makes some road busier but there 

dose not appear to be the bottle neck that was Brunstane 

Rd  in any of the roads affected . Strongly disagree

Brunstane Rd is now a much safer place to walk and cycle 

. Its closure has allowed a safer link between the cycle 

paths and it is a joy to see so many families making use of 

this . I get the impression the more people like me are 

walking into Portobello high st rather than jumping in the 

car Yes

Brunstane Rd is now a far safer road to cycle on and 

rather that driving locally I always walk Yes

I am very clear that I do NOT want Brunstane Rd opened 

for the reasons outline above . I am not sure if the 

calming in Colliesdean is working ? Certain roads will have 

seen a significant increase although nothing like 

Brunstane Rd was . It may be that calming is not required 

in the area until the new housing at Newhailes is built ? it 

may be better for it to be dispersed more widely and 

allow traffic to find its own way ? I would appear the 

commercial vehicles are at least not using routes through 

Colliedean

As an individual  Strongly disagree

motorists dont adhere to the changes - this creates 

confusion and tension. its far better to have choice on 

how you access the north side of milton road. E.G. at 

night/during quiet times I may have used Brunstane road 

before. Slight increase Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No choice is key

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic being re-directed through Milton Drive has 

increased massively, as the nearest street allowing a 

route onto Milton Road.(now that Coillesdene Cres 

junction is completely closed) Despite cars not being 

allowed to turn off Milton Rd onto Milton Drive, they 

continue to do so, and speed up, as if to "try to go faster 

to get away with it" presenting the likelihood of a serious 

accident.

Traffic has increased considerably throughout the local 

area, in general, as drivers try to navigate onwards, street 

after street, to find their way through a plausible route to 

where they wish to get to. This, in turn has increased 

traffic around the streets, not to mention significant 

frustration for everyone concerned. Significant increase

Hundreds of cars a day now compared to much fewer 

before the trial. Strongly disagree

My family, visitors and I come through Portobello now, to 

come along the lower road. Previously, we would come 

along Milton Road East, but this now means we need to 

go past the house, along to Milton Terrace and down to 

Coillesdene Avenue and then back along to Milton Drive, 

as we are no longer permitted to turn down Milton Drive 

directly off Milton Rd East. Strongly disagree

As mentioned, I think people are driving much more to 

get around, or willing to gamble on potential congestion, 

just to get a more direct route, and consequently using 

more fuel and carbon as a result. No No

Any trial must consider an alternate one way street grid. 

The Brunstane Road / Coillesdene trial has failed due to 

the significant distance between streets before you can 

turn north or south.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has stopped the daily battles with oncoming cars 

tooting at each other and refusing to yield.  The 

atmosphere on Brunstane Road is now a lot calmer and 

the sight of people using theirs bikes (we have even 

bought bikes now!!!) rather than theirs cars is great to 

see.

It has also meant we are able to let our children go to 

school on their own on their bikes as Brunstane Road is 

no longer used as a cut through. Significant decrease

Once the public got used to the fact the road is closed it 

has become a much better place to live. Strongly agree

I feel that people are using Sir Harry Lauder Road as it was 

intended instead of trying to cut through smaller streets. Strongly agree

There are for sure less car journeys being done by people 

in the local area so a very positive impact. Yes

As I said we even bought bikes!!!  And as a family we 

walk into Portobello whereas before we would have taken 

the car. Yes

For all the reasons stated above - better for the 

environment and peoples health.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Traffic is far calmer on Brunstane Road and as a result 

there is far less aggressive behaviour to other drivers. 

However many drivers still attempt to drive down the 

road possibly assuming the road isn't fully closed, this 

does occasionally result in the aggressive behaviour when 

these drivers have to retrace their steps only to be faced 

with more on-coming traffic. Significant decrease

The volume of traffic is noticeably lighter as the road is 

not being used as a cut-through. Strongly agree

Overall I have not noticed the problem has shifted to 

another area, nor has the time it takes to drive around 

the affected area via more appropriate roads. Strongly agree

Fewer cars are driving down narrow streets where 

frequent congestion causes cars to be stood idling for 

long periods must be having a  positive impact. I also 

suspect more journeys are taken by foot or by car as it is 

just as convenient to walk to Asda, The Range or Fort 

Kinnaird as it is to drive Yes

I have cycled and walked more often to Portobello High 

Street and the other shopping areas such as Forth 

Kinnaird & Asda / Range. I've also noticed more people 

riding down Brunstane Road as it is far less busy & safer 

for cyclists. This includes children who now cycle whereas 

before it would have been too dangerous Yes

The reduction is traffic using a narrow residential road 

and a huge decrease in aggressive, threatening 

behaviour/road rage makes Brunstane Road a far more 

pleasant road to live on and to use for other non-

residents. It is better to see more people walking & 

cycling along the road.

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

More of the same please. Active travel is key and these 

measures increase opportunities for this. Please also 

resolve pavement parking

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic volumes have not been decreased, only shifted 

from some streets to others. Significant increase

There are a significant number of additional vehicles using 

Woodside Terrace with the ETRO in place. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Traffic fumes and noise have not been decreased, only 

shifted from certain streets to others. No No

All Coillesdene streets should closed off to non-residential 

traffic, and through traffic only allowed to use the main 

roads of Milton Road East / Joppa Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It causing problems all over bits of Coilsdene are Rat run  

Argyle Crescent is a run. People are going down one way 

streets 

Surely making Brunstane Road one way would make 

more sense Slight increase Disagree Disagree No No

Brunstane Road one way would be a start 

A rethink of the whole scheme

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The impact of these changes seems to have been 

considered narrowly and predominantly for the 

proportionately small number of residents on Brunstane 

Road, to the disadvantage of the much larger population 

of Portobello and around, who are affected by them. 

Portobello, being on the coast (and so inherently only 

being accessible from 3 points of the compass, unlike 

most locations which can be accessed from all sides), and 

not naturally well-served by access roads due to railways 

etc, is a particularly unusual location, on which the 

closure of one key access road has a disproportionately 

negative effect, again, to which little regard seems to be 

given (shown by an earlier closing of the road when 

Windsor Place was also shut, which defied belief someone 

thought it was sensible). The changes have meant not, in 

any way, an overall reduction in traffic, but re-routing, 

causing longer journeys, traffic build up and issues in 

other locations, including a noticeable increase in 

speeding in surrounding areas, presumably out of 

frustration on the part of the drivers requiring to take 

circuitous routes. If a consultation were to be carried out 

properly, with full evaluation of potential risks and 

options (including making one side of Brunstane Road 

double-yellow lines), and fair weight given to all 

interested participants, not weighted to those on 

Brunstane Road, there is no reasonable way the 

conclusion would be that closing the road is the answer. Slight increase

More traffic passes along Abercorn Terrace (where a boy 

was knocked down in the last couple of years) due to 

people being unable to go along Brunstane Road as a 

natural connecting road, and it seems, particularly at 

certain times of day, that 99% of drivers are speeding. It 

is hard to see how this can’t be at least in part due to the 

unavailability of a direct route which has been closed, 

requiring significant detours. Strongly disagree

See above answers. The impact has been entirely 

negative, exacerbating existing traffic issues. Strongly agree

It makes people drive further/more, which is worse for 

the environment. I don’t believe there has been any 

material reduction in travel/journeys people are taking. No No

A proper consultation, properly advertised and notified, 

should be undertaken, which would show the full breadth 

of opinion on this. People who live directly next to 

Brunstane Road like I do shouldn’t find out by chance 

through a Whatsapp message. It gives the impression of 

not wanting to carry out a proper consultation. Properly, with thought and engagement.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic flow has been pushed elsewhere, so the problem 

hasn’t been resolved. A one-way route would work best 

on Brunstane Road. No change

I live on the main road so no difference on my street as 

traffic would be there anyway. Strongly disagree

Despite public consultation first time round voting not in 

favour, the trial went ahead anyway. I have no faith that 

this consultation will be any different. Strongly disagree

Absolutely no difference has been made to the 

environment as traffic volume has not decreased but 

rather has been re-routed. No

These changes have benefitted no-one beyond perhaps 

those living on the street that’s been closed to through 

traffic. The changes have definitely not had a positive 

impact on the environment in terms of pollution - in fact 

pollution levels will have increased as vehicles take a 

longer route to reach destination. No See comments above.

Genuine consultation which demonstrates authentic 

listening to the views of the majority and not the loudest 

minority. This clearly didn’t happen in the consultation 

and the public record will show that. If public opinion and 

democracy are not important then don’t do consultations 

- at least that would be honest. A one way street is the 

blatantly obvious solution to the problem.

As an individual  Agree

The benefit of traffic calming on Brunstane Road is clear 

and immediate area. However, for those residents within 

the immediate Joppa area find it difficult to enter Milton 

Road and actually spend more money on petrol to drive 

via portobello to gain access to Milton Road and Milton 

Link Significant decrease

Joppa terrace has been partially cut off from Brunstane 

and Milton Link. Agree

I believe there is a benefit but on downside the streets 

approach Milton Road within Collesdene and more busy 

with illegal entry and exit to and from Milton Road. Agree Less traffic and safer on Brunstane Road. Yes

I have used my car less due to being partially cut off from 

Milton Road. Don't know/No opinion

I would like some improvement to access Milton Road via 

Joppa. As above

As an individual  Strongly disagree

To my mind, all that seems to have happened is that 

traffic issues on Brunstane Road have now moved to the 

Coillesdenes. Examples include the continued use of 

Coillesdene Avenue by learner drivers despite this having 

been turned into a rat run; that Coillesdene Avenue isn't 

actually really wide enough for cars parked on both sides 

and two lanes of traffic in the middle, leading to 

numerous close shaves (particularly since there are 

constantly learners in the area); the sharp left turning 

from the 40mph Milton Road coming North, which is 

frankly dangerous. Slight increase Strongly disagree

See comments above. I still think that Brunstane Road 

should be one way (going North). Strongly disagree No No

Perhaps listening more to the locals affected would be 

good. The vast majority of Portobello didn't want this 

scheme.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

It has increased journey times therefore had a negative 

impact on the environment. No No

It has really put people who live in Gilberstoun off 

travelling to Portobello which will impact small local 

businesses.  

There is no direct bus link and not everyone is in a 

position to walk or cycle therefore having to make a 

longer car journey either down Harry Lauder Road which 

is congested at most times or the whole length of 

Portobello turning right onto Milton Road.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I have noticed a huge decrease in traffic, especially 

speeding traffic that are using the streets as rat runs. It 

has become much more pleasant to walk and cycle in the 

area, and I have not been inconvenienced even slightly by 

altering my driving route to accommodate the changes Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I am disabled and require to use my car on many 

occasions. The closures add a mile to any journey heading 

west from my home thus leading to more pollution, 

increased journey time and more cost . The exit from 

Milton Drive is dangerous due to poor sightlines and fast 

traffic and surely Milton Drive and Milton Terrace were 

never intended to handle such large flows of traffic. Road 

surfaces in all of this area are already showing bad signs 

of disrepair. The number of learner drivers in the 

Coillesdene area also causes significant danger. Slight increase Strongly disagree Greater volume of traffic in general. Strongly disagree

More air pollution due to increased journey distances. 

Road surfaces being ruined. No No

Please make Brunstane Road one-way, from south to 

north, with appropriate traffic-calming measures to limit 

speed. I've yet to see any sensible argument as to why 

this would not be the best solution to what, I agree, is a 

problem. The present arrangement is simply a mess I'm 

afraid.

I would hope that the "powers-that-be" would REALLY 

listen to what is being said - and act accordingly. There's 

certainly a feeling that views are not being properly 

addressed. What's the use of a consultation if it is 

ultimately ignored!

As an individual  Agree

the general proposal is a good one however the 

implementation falls short of a full agreeable proposal. 

the closure of Brunstane road has merely transferred the 

rabbit run to Milton Terrace, Coillesdene Avenue (from 

said Milton Terrace) to Coillesdene Drive and down to 

joppa Road. the other major problem is the excessive 

speed of most drivers well in excess of 20 miles per hour 

some at close to 35/40. if this is made permanent speed 

restrictions will be required. The problem is exacerbated 

by the high number of learner drivers. refinement and 

adjustment of scheme will be needed if it is to be made 

permanent. Significant increase Disagree

you have not managed to convince the traffic to stay on 

Joppa Road / Seaview terrace and go to Eastfield traffic 

lights and turn on to Milton Road Neither agree nor disagree Yes No

yes, listen to the locals don't impose your view of best 

solution

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Don't know Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

My family and I can now safely walk and cycle to 

Portobello and the promenade. This wasn't possible 

previously due to the amount of speeding traffic on 

Brunstane Road. My daughter (3 yrs) now regularly used 

her balance bike to get to nursery in Portobello. The area 

feels much safer and also less polluted. The benefits have 

been extremely significant. Significant decrease

Initially, lots of traffic was still coming down Brunstane Rd 

and turning on Brunstane Gardens. However, this has 

now stopped as most people know the road is closed. The 

traffic is now significantly reduced compared to before 

the trial. Neither agree nor disagree I don't know what affect its had on surrounding streets. Strongly agree

Local residents now feel safer walking and cycling to 

Portobello, therefore reducing car use. Emissions from 

the stop start nature of traffic on Brunstane Road has 

stopped. Yes

Yes. Myself, wife and 2 kids walk and cycle significantly 

more. We didn't feel safe doing this previously. Yes

Myself and my young family see the considerable benefits 

of this being made permanent. 

Although unpopular with some of the wider community, 

sometimes the negative effects on the minority (lack of 

safety) outweigh the minor benefits to the majority 

(slightly shorter travel time)

I am happy with the consultation and trial in place. I hope 

it will be made permanent.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Adds significant distance and time every time I want to go 

to ASDA , Fort Kinnard or East Lothian.

Most people still going through the Coilesdenes giving 

them more traffic.

Scheme also puts more pressure on Brighton Place which 

is a bus route. Slight decrease Some decrease during morning school run. Disagree

Have not seen any decrease in traffic aloñg Portobello 

high street. Disagree I do more mileage as a result of the trial scheme. No No Scheme went ahead despite big majority against it.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This scheme is a danger to public safety. Vehicles are still 

making a right/left turn onto Milton Terrace from 

Coillesdene Avenue ignoring the "no entry" signs. The 

egress onto Milton Rd East from Milton Drive is not safe 

in that  the sight lines are poor with cars parked either 

side of Milton Rd East reducing sight lines also traffic 

queuing on Milton Drive waiting to turn onto Milton Rd 

East. with poor Sight lines onto Milton Rd East.

Sight lines much clearer on Milton Terrace  left and right 

turn onto Milton Rd East as no cars parked near this 

junction with Milton Rd East. Significant increase

Traffic turning into Coillesdene Avenue from it's junction 

with Milton Terrace unsure of direction/ diversion  route 

to take. Disagree

Drivers unsure of "new" routes in area lots of "U" turns 

and asking residents where to go! Disagree Drivers unsure of "new" routes leading to frustration No No

Traffic control returned to original format so visitors and 

residents can get back to a safe driving experience locally Don't do it!

As an individual  Strongly agree

I am a motorist, cyclist and pedestrian based on Argyle 

Crescent. While I can no longer drive up Brunstane Rd 

which I would previously have done often, an alternative 

route only takes a couple of minutes. On the other hand, 

walking, cycling and running on this type is now far more 

pleasant. The planters themselves are nice and seem 

week looked after. I believe the road closure is sensible 

and encourages active travel without causing any serious 

inconvenience. I will be sad if the scheme does not 

continue. Slight decrease Strongly agree

There are no longer oversized vehicles clogging an 

undersized artery. It makes far more sense to keep 

delivery vans and even lorries which used to use this road 

onto larger streets which can take them. Strongly agree

Less fumes, less noise pollution, more active travel, safer 

for kids living on the surrounding roads to play outdoors Yes Yes! Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a cyclist I’ve found that the surrounding roads are 

significantly less safe. I ride east-west everyday, crossing 

Brunstane Road, and these roads are now busier, drivers 

are confused and I regularly witness drivers turning the 

wrong way in and out of the partially blocked off roads. Slight increase

Our street (Argyle Crescent) is very wide & the trial has 

only exacerbated the existing problem of drivers trying to 

beat the lights by cutting through our street at significant 

speeds. Disagree Strongly disagree

It might have improved the environment on Brunstane 

Road but not elsewhere. If anything the number of 

vehicles making longer journeys is increasing pollution. No No

Signage should be much, much clearer and there should 

be actual checks on whether drivers are following the new 

rules. I think more significantly more consultation should 

be carried out when it means moving a traffic problem 

from one residential street onto others.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Disagree Disagree

There is nothing to suggest that it has reduced the 

number of cars on the roads. No No

The closure of Brunstane Road forces traffic down less 

suitable alternative routes - eg Brighton Place - or along 

the high street to either Milton Rd or Harry Lauder Rd. As 

a driver, a user of public transport, and a local resident I 

can’t see any obvious benefits. Where we live (Abercorn 

Terrace/ Portobello High St) the traffic is already heavy at 

times. The closure of Brunstane Rd does nothing to ease 

this. At busy times it makes the congestion on the High 

street worse. Although residents of Brunstane Road 

might prefer to have a quieter street (who wouldn’t), it 

doesn’t benefit the wider community.

As an individual  Disagree

Has created heavier traffic (similar to rat runs. 

Seaview Crescent has become much busier and with the 

ongoing (over a year ] redevelopment of 70 Seaview 

Crescent with skips, building materials and construction 

companies vehicles parking in the street making it a very 

narrow street and as the road badly needs resurfacing 

especially with the continued heavier vehicles  using the 

street, is not really practicable. Significant increase See above Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Only place benefitting is Brunstane Road. Yes Feel safer with the amount of cars travelling faster. No

Junction of bottom of Milton Terrace and Seaview 

Crescent needs double yellow lines as the parking on this 

corner is extremely hazardous.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic along Coillesdene avenue has significantly 

increased in volume but much more importantly from a 

safety perspective, the traffic is now routinely travelling 

above the 20mph limit and sometimes we’ll in excess of 

30mph. This is a significant source of stress and worry 

with both elderly residents and youngsters living here. Significant increase

As per text in answer to question six, traffic volume has 

significantly increased. As drivers travel the extended 

detour under the new arrangements, this seems to result 

in drivers feeling stressed about the extra distance to 

travel, and as a result are visibly driving aggressively and 

much faster than one would expect. Strongly disagree

There seems to be very little enforcement of the 20mph 

zones around Portobello, and it appears that the stress 

coming from these additional detours, is resulting in 

drivers in these 20mph zones driving faster, more 

aggressively and with little regard to safety. Strongly disagree

These trial arrangements have resulted in people driving 

longer distances, aggressively accelerating and 

decelerating, and in general generating a higher level of 

emissions than before the trial. Therefore I do not feel 

there has been a positive effect. No

The roads around my house are now busier and with 

Coillesdene avenue being a reasonably wide road, we 

routinely see excessive and intimidating speeding drivers. No

The trial in its current form has to my mind, significantly 

increase the risk of a potentially serious accident 

occurring in the Coillesdene area. It is therefore both 

unsafe and unwise for the current scheme to continue. 

Whatever new scheme is proposed, it must include speed 

limiting measures either chicanes, speed bumps, stop 

signs, or other mechanisms to control the excessive 

speed clearly on display

My understanding was that the initial feedback prior to 

this trial scheme going ahead was that the local people 

overwhelmingly did not support the proposals. It is very 

frustrating to be consulted and then apparently not be 

listened to. My suggestion, would therefore be to listen 

to the replies given and prioritise safety over 

environmental consideration. Speed kills.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My wife works in the Gyle, along with having to take the 

diversion for e.g. trips to Asda at the Jewel etc... these 

measures will add approximately 250 miles annually onto 

our car's mileage. This has multiple impacts, increasing 

the amount of pollution our vehicle outputs, the 

additional time on journeys. I disagree strongly with this 

proposal remaining in place. No change

On Dalkeith Street I don't feel the volume of traffic has 

changed. Disagree

There are many people I'm sure in portobello that have 

now had their journey extended by the closures all of 

whom are now putting more pollution in the air. Strongly disagree

None, it's increased journey lengths for hundreds of 

people, creating more pollution. No No

It's increased journey lengths / times for hundreds of 

people, who's cars are now putting more pollution in the 

air.

Whilst I might not be happy with the outcome, the 

consultation has been handled well.

As an individual  Strongly agree Less rat run high speed traffic along Argyle Crescent Significant decrease Don’t know. Don't know No Yes

As an individual  Agree Significant decrease Agree Agree No Yes

When implementing the changes in road layout they need 

to be monitored and enforced. The current temporary 

measures are frequently ignored by traffic (I.e. the no 

entry signs)

As an individual  Disagree

Closing Brunstane Road may be beneficial for some of 

those who live on Brunstane Road itself. The remainder of 

residents are likely to be inconvenienced to some extent. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

There seems to be no point at all in trying to discourage 

use of the Colliesdenes. The traffic ends up there anyway 

and it’s an inconvenience to many.

Perhaps CEC shouldn’t consult at all. Council officials 

should probably assess the proposals and decide 

accordingly. If they do wish to consult, they should accept 

the views of the responders. Public opinion seems to be 

against these measures, but the trial was implemented in 

any case.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Emergency vehicles have been pictured stuck at the 

Railway Bridge ‘planters’ when coming down Brunstane 

Road. These should be removed for essential access. No change Strongly disagree There is a higher volume of traffic in other areas. Strongly disagree

Increased journey times and longer waiting times in 

traffic, so more fuel used. No No

Making Brunstane Road one-way would be a good 

compromise. The main issue is access for emergency 

vehicles.

As an individual  Disagree

I lived in Gilberstoun for 25 years and used Brunstane 

Road to get to the High Street for GP Surgery, Church, 

shopping etc with no problems. I now live on the High 

Street but pick up elderly friends from Milton Road East 

for Church, Coffee Morning, and Guild. I use Brighton 

Place, then Park Avenue or Duddingston Park (or Harry 

Lauder Road) to get to Milton Road East for the pick-up  

but then have to go right along to Eastfield to get back 

along to Abercorn. I used to use Coillesdene that was a 

much shorter journey and, after all, these are public 

roads!  I dread the bus lanes being changed (apparently 

this is being considered) as Milton Road tails right back in 

the outside lane in both directions for cars going on the 

A1 and the Bypass or coming off.  The residents in the 

streets under this Order have cars and, although I am 

retired, I do need mine to get to immediate family in the 

other side of town, supermarket shopping etc. Significant increase

As stated above, I now live on Portobello High Street and 

the traffic tails right back at peak times and is often at a 

standstill!  The Council must be aware of this as the 124 

bus no longer comes along the High Street, ( apparently it 

takes too long as would then be behind the lorries that 

now can’t use the Harry Lauder Road) this service is now 

on Milton Road. We really only have the 26 bus service 

now as the 45 finishes early and does not run on a 

Sunday. It is a long walk for people if they have to go to 

Bath Street, or the Town Hall, for the other bus services. 

It is fine to keep saying use public transport but this is 

not always physically possible for the elderly. Strongly disagree Definitely not positive impact for reasons stated above. Disagree No

Walk as I always did to shop in High Street or for 

recreational exercise but as I often told a local Councillor 

not everyone can cycle, something that many don’t 

understand! No

Brunstane Road can stay shut as long as Brighton Place is 

kept open and there should not be parking in both sides 

at Southfield - it is a nightmare as it is also a bus route. 

Other than that, there is Harry Lauder Road or Eastfield, a 

fair distance, to get on to Milton Road. No

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The introduction of these trial measures to some of the 

streets in the Coillesdene area have been awful. In the 

time they have been in place i have witnessed two car 

accidents, where drivers have suddenly realised they 

cannot enter a street, applied their breaks sharply and 

the car behind hasn't had enough time to stop. I also 

know of other accidents as there is often evidence such as 

broken tail light glass lying on the roads at the junctions 

where these measures are in place. I have lived on 

Seaview Terrace since 1969 and i have never seen such 

chaotic scenes. On a weekly basis i witness people who 

blatantly ignore the temporary measures and drive on 

regardless, at times swerving at speed onto the wrong 

side of the road to avoid the large wooden boxes blocking 

the roads... these offenders are generally van and other 

commercial vehicle drivers who are also holding mobile 

phones handsets to their ear!! No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

In some instances you have to travel much further now to 

get to your destination. Longer journey times = more 

pollution = more unnecessary damage to the 

environment!!! No

I have limited mobility, therefore i need to drive to get to 

where i need to go. No

I have spoken with many friends locally and neighbours 

over the months regarding this temporary scheme, and 

we all strongly agree... all you need to do is scrap this 

temporary scheme at Coillesdene and open up Brunstane 

Road again, and this time make Brunstane Road one way. 

Preferably traffic would be permitted to drive down 

Brunstane Road from the top Milton Road end which 

would be the much safer option. It's not rocket science!! 

The residents of Joppa and Portobello have been saying 

this for decades.

Consult local residents first instead of bashing on with 

daft ideas. Perhaps call a series of meetings in the local 

church hall first to find out the local opinion.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Journeys take longer and generate more pollution. No No

A one way system would be more acceptable to a lot of 

residents. The present system just moved the problem.

The effect is very widespread so any consultation should 

be more widespread.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Don’t know. Don't know Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It just means that local people are having to do longer car 

journeys eg to go to Fort Kinnaird or Asda,  causing more 

pollution ! Significant decrease Argyle Crescent has been much quieter. Strongly disagree

The same volume of traffic is now being pushed onto 

fewer roads. 

Due to the location of Portobello, there are already very 

few ways 'in and out', and the closure of Brunstane road 

has just made it worse. The fire on at the flats on the High 

Street this week was a prime example. If Brunstane road 

had been open, offering another route in/out, the traffic 

jams would have been eased. Neither agree nor disagree

It has made some streets better, butsome streets worse, 

but has not reduced overall traffic. I'm sure the 

environment on the closed section of Brunstane Road has 

been lovely for the minority of locale people who happen 

to live there. No I've just had to drive further and cause more pollution. No

If any changes need to be made to that section of 

Brunstane Road, then it should be made a one way street, 

thus helping with traffic flow, without the issues caused 

by the fact that the street is too narrow (if cars are still 

allowed to park on bith sides of the street) for two way 

traffic.

This would also enable better access for emergency 

vehicles.

Actually listening to the results of public consultation 

would be a good start. The vast majority of the 

respondents to the first consultation were against the 

road closure, but it went ahead anyway, due to a small 

but very vocal group of residents on Brunstane Road.

Please listen to the results if future consultations.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The removal of traffic through Brunstane Road, whilst 

clearly having a positive effect for residents living on 

Brunstane Road and surrounding streets, has negatively 

impacted the only remaining access routes into 

Portobello, especially Brighton Place. The council needs to 

take a much more rounded and considered view of 

measures like this and understand the true knock on 

impact of changes like this. It is not acceptable that some 

parts of a community should suffer so that some can gain. Significant increase

Brighton Place is now suffering an increased volume of 

traffic as a result of this change. Strongly disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

The council must assess objectively how changes like this 

impact all those living in a community.

As an individual  Disagree

Drivers have to go longer distances to get from Portobello 

to the bypass and other streets are busier as a result too Not Answered

Not sure. Many drivers have to avoid Morton Street 

anyway Disagree

No need to shut off streets or make them one way. Just a 

hassle for no positive gain - traffic just gets relocated Disagree No less traffic No No Just keep in touch with residents please

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure of Coillesdene has been horrendous. We need 

to drive completely out of our way if we want to reach 

Milton Road. 

It needs to be changed immediately as anyone below the 

bridge on Brunstane Road is wasting time and fuel to 

drive a ridiculously long way around past a set of 

sheltered housing. No change Strongly disagree

It has annoyed and frustrated residents for the reasons 

previously mentioned. Strongly disagree

See previous comment - we are needing to drive 

completely out of our way to reach Milton Road. No No

Coillesdene needs to be reopened.

We are less affected by the closure of Brunstane Road.

The length of time for the proposal is ridiculous, residents 

formed an opinion within a matter of weeks

As an individual  Strongly agree

Use Brunton Road as part of a cycle route, so this is the 

only part that I feel qualified to comment on. No change My street would not be expected to be affected Neither agree nor disagree Not noticed any changes elsewhere Strongly agree Encourages active travel Yes

Already cycled everywhere but would have avoided 

Brunstane road previous to trial because of motor traffic. Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Changes have displaced traffic and created longer 

journeys, more pollution & pushed traffic on to other 

local roads Significant increase

Significant increase in traffic through Coillesdene, pushing 

the problem elsewhere.. solution, make Brunstane Road 

one way south to north. Reduce parking on street and 

introduce speed calming measures. Strongly disagree

All it has done is create longer journey times, more 

congestion at peak times on Milton road east, Milton 

road and elsewhere. Strongly disagree

More Congestion, more emissions, longer journey times, 

from displacement of traffic Yes No

It’s ridiculous to suggest this trial is made permanent. 

This is the thin end of the wedge and is not in the  best 

interest of the wider portobello community.

Make BR one way south to north. Introduce reduced 

parking on BR and traffic calming measures.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I’m finding I have to drive further through Colliesdene 

area to avoid Brunstane Rd and minimise journey time. 

It’s still 5-10 minutes longer increasing fuel usage. 

I’ve seen other drivers speeding along the colliesdene 

roads and also avoiding the one way system driving the 

wrong way round the wooden planters. Twice this has 

nearly caused accidents for me when I’ve been using the 

system correctly. 

As a cyclist and pedestrian user of the area, the speeding 

traffic has decreased road safety. Significant increase Strongly disagree

Increased traffic on Brighton place which with setts 

causes conflicts with cyclists. Especially the case with 

changes of High St and Harry Lauder junction. 

Considerably more congestion along High St making it 

harder to pull out of Southerly roads on to the High St. 

It’s harder for traffic to turn right and join Milton Rd in 

this case so more is turning left and increasing congestion 

on Brighton Pl or continuing through Colliesdene area to 

avoid Strongly disagree Increased journey lengths and fuel use No No Needs to be urgently removed. Poorly planned.

This was put in place against a majority of residents. 

Please consider local views better before these trials

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Don’t know. Slight increase Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

More whole community consultation that is given honest 

consideration with results made available to the 

community

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has become safer for everyone….pedestrians, cyclists, 

children going to school. It encourages people to walk and 

cycle. As a resident and car driver, it has made a big 

difference on a daily basis, to stress levels as the ongoing 

conflicts and disputes on this road have disappeared. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes

I now walk/cycle to Portobello High St rather than take 

the car the long way down Milton Rd. It is better for my 

health. Yes

More quickly please. I have lived at Joppa since 2000. This 

issue has been ongoing since long before then. It took a 

pandemic to highlight it!

As an individual  Strongly agree

The volume of traffic that used this route has grown 

considerably over the years plus very large vans and 

trucks were frequently using it as a through route/short 

cut. 

The road is very narrow in places, particularly across the 

bridge south to Milton Road, which is barely wide enough 

for some of the larger vehicles using it. As a result 

blockages we’re common and many cars got damaged. 

Something had to give. Many years ago there used to be 

a weight restriction over the bride across the railway line. 

The changes are inconvenient for many but necessary. 

Brunstane Road was never designed to become a major 

through route. The road is currently much safer. Significant decrease

The change is very noticeable and it makes sense to try 

and direct through traffic via the major routes such as 

Milton Road and the Harry Lauder Road etc. 

We prefer to go home from the A1 via the junction at 

Eastfield rather than through the Coillesdenes. Agree

In general it has made larger trucks and vehicles use the 

major trunk roads and streets which is much safer. Agree

It has stopped difficult and confrontational blockages on 

Brunstane Road and damage to local cars. Yes I have walked more to the gym at Newcraighall Yes

It has been quite a difficult and complex change to the 

local road network but something had to give. 

It has been inconvenient to those who live outwith 

Brunstane Road but on balance it is the bes and safest 

solution. Not really although the procedures could be speeded up.

As an individual  Disagree

My route from my house (Esplanade Terrace but I park on 

Joppa Road) to either the A1 or Kinnaird Park shops has 

become longer. Typically I now drive to Musselburgh and 

Newhaillles road or Brighton place & Duddingston Park 

when driving to these shops. If I come  off the A1, I’ll now 

go down Harry Lauder Road and through Portobello. 

So a couple of extra miles on what was a short local drive. No change

Hard to tell as I back onto Joppa Road and we have had a 

lot more people work from home, so commuter,traffic 

has reduced. Disagree

Local traffic now travels further. Let’s be clear, most 

traffic in the restricted triangle is local traffic, not people 

starting further away and going out beyond Joppa. If you 

were doing that there would be no point in cutting 

through these streets as it’s quicker to stay on the main 

roads. Disagree

My local car journeys are longer, so I doubt that it is 

positive. No

I nearly always walk from Joppa to Portobello and in fact 

will walk the four miles from The garage at Cameron Toll 

when dropping off my car, but larger shopping trips 

always need the car; as do trips to my immediate family 

who live in the country 3 miles south of Penicuik. No I’m not clear that there are any benefits.

Collate responses to each proposal by postcode and work 

out if the response is in favour. Publish the result by 

postcode: a heat map indicating in favour, not in favour, 

don’t care. Do the same after the trial period.

As an individual  Agree

Anything that reduces traffic is good in the place where it 

reduces it but reductions need to be achieved 

everywhere.  I wonder if the motorists in Brunstane Road 

cut down their use of other residential streets in return 

for having through traffic removed from their own street? No change Don’t know.

It won't have had a positive impact unless it resulted in 

fewer people using cars. Don't know

It won't have had a positive impact unless it reduced the 

volume of traffic, and nothing about the scheme looks 

likely to have achieved that. No

I only ever walk or cycle, or use the bus for longer 

journeys -- all of these negatively-impacted by excessive 

car usage. Don't know/No opinion

Through-journeys by car should be excluded from all the 

streets where people live.

The Council should be far more assertive in saving 

Edinburgh from its toxic traffic problems.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have displaced traffic towards Sir Harry 

Lauder Rd through Seaview Terrace but no measures have 

been taken to ensure this route is safe. The intersection 

Eastfield-Milton Rd is a sharp right turn with no traffic 

lights allowing for safe turning. This is worsened by the 

fact that Milton Rd on that direction is uphill. There have 

been accidents in this intersection, you should have the 

relevant information.

 There is a scary sink hole in Seaview Terrace that gets 

worse by the day and is only patched up with more tar. 

Another important consequence of these measures is the 

risk to pedestrians commuting by bus at Milton Road or 

Abercorn Terrace, two major public transport routes. The 

deserted streets become particularly dangerous for young 

women as they walk back home in dark, solitary streets- 

There have been cases of sexual assault, years back now- 

you should also have this on records and must be 

considered as an undesired consequence on women 

safety. Solitary dark streets are public enemy N1 for 

women.

Most importantly, the cost of this trial and the closure of 

these streets while public transport is being cut and 

frequency reduced with a massive impact on pedestrian 

(mainly women) safety is controversial. No change

My own street is not affected by this change as I live on 

the other side of Abercorn Terrace Strongly disagree

We have reiterated the option for one way traffic, 

reduced parking (mostly by local residents with > 2 

cars/household). This will reduce congestion in the area 

while maintaining a safe level of activity to ensure those 

roads become no-one land for pedestrians needing to 

access main public transport points. Disagree For all the reasons listed above. Yes

Yes, daily. I walk for taking public transport. Is  too quiet, 

isolated and dark experience, particularly over the rail 

bridge. It does not feel safe. No

Neither the cost, not the risk to women justify the 

benefits. Closed neighbourhoods are a good idea if no 

other pedestrians must cross through them to access 

vital public transport. Making these streets deserted is a 

safety concern.

It would be appreciated if the view of those in the whole 

neighbouring area were respected.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Increased traffic flow through the Coillesdenes due to 

traffic accessing and leaving Milton Road. This makes 

journey times longer and creates hazards for the 

Coillesdene and Milton residents. No change I live on a street that goes down to the beach. Strongly disagree

As above, the traffic impact on the Coillesdenes and 

Miltons has greatly increased. The traffic flow on 

Brunstane Road would be much easier if residents there 

did not park on pavements on both sides of the road. A 

one-way system (to Portobello) and double yellow lines 

on one side of Brunstane Road would solve the problem. 

All the closure of this road has done is move the problem 

elsewhere. Strongly disagree

Traffic flow has not reduced, car journey times are longer 

and there has been no increase in cyclists or pedestrians 

using Brunstane Road. No No

The only people who have benefited from this trial are 

those who live in Brunstane Road and who don't want 

others to drive on it. Stop them parking on both sides of 

the road, stop them parking cars on the pavement and all 

road users would be able to move freely and safely. All 

this trial has done is increase traffic flow in other areas 

and disregarded the obvious solution to appease a small 

number of people.

Actually listen to the objections made and act on them. 

The majority of people in Portobello did not want 

Brunstane Road closed but you just ignored that.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I do not have a car and my bike is my main means of 

transport. I have found that the closure of Brunstane 

Road has significantly increased traffic through 

Coillesdene. The number of close passes and speeding 

drivers I have encountered on Coillesdene Avenue since 

the closure of Brunstane Road have significantly 

increased. The closure of Brunstane Road has no benefit 

for cyclists as there are alternative car free routes to 

access the Innocent Railway from Portobello. For 

example, I can go via St Marks Place, over the bridge and 

up the side of the new High school. However, I relied on 

Coillesdene as a quiet alternative to travel from 

Portobello to Musselburgh and East Lothian and 

therefore avoid Seaview Terrace. There is now no quiet 

route alternative. If Brunstane Road is to remain closed, a 

segregated cycle lane should be installed on both sides of 

Seaview Terrace to create a safe route for cyclists into 

East Lothian. No change Strongly disagree

More traffic than ever. Bath Street should be 

pedestrianised. Strongly disagree Car are having to drive further to get to their destination. No

Do not cycle to Musselburgh at rush hour. Many drivers 

and delivery vans ignore the closure for example at 

Milton Terrace. No I no longer have a quiet rout to East Lothian.

Make the trial implementation period shorter so that 

those that are not working can be reversed.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Huge benefit to the street.  Resident cars not getting 

regularly damaged, no more stand-offs in the street with 

angry motorists swearing and verbally abusing each other.

Nice to see the street being used by more cyclists and 

pedestrians.  Less noise/pollution. Significant decrease

Significant decrease in cars using the street as a rat run.  

Increase in cyclists. Neither agree nor disagree

I'm not sure.  As a resident I've had to go the 'long way 

round' to get into Portobello but it's not the end of the 

world and I've not noticed a huge change in traffic on the 

main roads.  I drive less now, especially at 'peak' times so 

it's hard for me to give a definite answer to this question. Agree Yes

Yes.  Tend to walk more and the kids feel safer cycling on 

Brunstane road since the closure. Yes

Yes.  

The real problem is that the road is not wide enough for 

dual lane traffic and as there is a significant amount of 

traffic using this road when it's open it causes real 

problems.  Cars get stuck, they try to squeeze by often 

causing damage to parked cars, stand-offs often occur 

with verbal abuse being shouted.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree Slight increase Brighton Place busier. Strongly disagree Access to Portobello made more difficult. Disagree

The environment in the Brunstane Road itself clearly 

benefits - but at the expense of everywhere else. No No

Why not reopen the Brunstane Road as a one way street 

to improve access to or from Portobello, reduce pressure 

on other streets, whilst at the same time limiting the 

traffic on the Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The measures have increased traffic on Southfield Place 

and Brighton Place .These routes are already congested , 

with insufficient parking restrictions, and are bus routes 

and safe routes to school. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Southfield Place and Brighton Place are more dangerous 

for cyclists and more inconvenient for users of buses . No No

The Council should take full account of the results of 

public consultation. The temporary scheme was 

implemented despite objections from the emergency 

services and opposition from almost eighty per cent of 

the public who responded to the consultation. This raises 

fundamental questions as to the integrity of the Council.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

No residents I have spoken with have actually been 

consulted.  Are people who actually live in those affected 

streets exempt? Significant increase

Also we so a great increase in the speed of traffic trying 

toi make up lost time due to the detour. Strongly disagree Clearly an increase in dangerous traffic in side areas. Strongly disagree same amount of traffic (just in different areas). No No

Greater resident consultation.  Also actual hard facts on 

the traffic flow, noise / air pollution pre implementnation, 

during and post trial implementation.  Once the traffic 

flow facts have been processed with the temporay 

meausers, only then allow residents to decide on their 

local neighbourhood implementation.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

If everybody was unhappy about the traffic where he 

lived and asked for his street to be closed, than we can 

shut down every road in town.

John Street gets absolutely flooded with cars on a sunny 

day, but we don't complain, we just park further away. 

That's life.

Of all the options possible to reduce the traffic on 

Brunstane Road, you just considered the cheapest.

You could

- totally disallow parking on Brunstane Road

- disallow parking on one side only on Brunstane Road

- make it one way (down?), but not for bikes!

Still, the easiest solution is to stop vans and lorries (~200 

a day) from using Brunstane road. Maybe that will even 

be followed, unlike on Duddingston Low Road (Arthur's 

Seat). No change

I live on John Street, which is a cul-de-sac. I use Brunstane 

Road to commute to work. Strongly disagree

The change has lead to ~2000 cars (which have used 

Brunstane Road North before) to have to drive a 

minimum of 2 miles extra, that's a minimum of 4000 

miles extra driven, each day. Strongly disagree

The change has lead to ~2000 cars (which have used 

Brunstane Road North before) to have to drive a 

minimum of 2 miles extra, that's a minimum of 4000 

miles extra driven, each day. No

I cycle to work, using Brunstane Road. 

Previously to the traffic measure, in rush hour, the road 

would be gridlocked, I believe drivers were arguing, 

fighting (?),  but a ban on vans and lorries or even SUVs 

would sort most problems. 

An enforced weight/width limit on the bridge? No

If everybody was unhappy about the traffic where he 

lived and asked for his street to be closed, than we can 

shut down every road in town.

John Street gets absolutely flooded with cars on a sunny 

day, we don't complain but park further away. That's life.

Of all the options possible to reduce the traffic on 

Brunstane Road, you just considered the cheapest.

You could

- totally disallow parking on Brunstane Road

- disallow parking on one side only on Brunstane Road

- make it one way (but not for bikes)

Still, the easiest solution is to stop vans and lorries (~200 

a day) from using Brunstane road. Maybe that will even 

be followed, unlike on Duddingston Low Road (Arthur's 

Seat).

The fact that you needed to vote twice on the proposal as 

two councillors live nearby and that their property value 

increased because of the scheme, the fact that you based 

your measures on the feedback of ~10 people, of which 

~8 live on the street, leaves us all speechless (though not 

surprised).

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Good for the residents in Brunston Road to complain 

about traffic problems but all "they" have done is move 

the traffic to the quieter adjacent areas. On a rough head 

count of residents in this problem area to the new 

recipients of the calming measures does not compute and 

believe there would be far more residents wanting the 

roads to be returned back to the original routes. Significant increase

Living where I do see on a regular basis of drivers ignoring 

the no entry signage. If I drove in a bus lane during the 

prohibited times would be find for this breach. The speed 

that some drivers travel has caused concerns with near 

misses occurring. If you know your H & S re accidents you 

will know that as we move up the triangle we will 

eventually come to a fatality is that was is required to 

highlight this issue & return back to the old routes. Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

The previous quieter routes that wildlife lived in are now 

busy with increased traffic. Yes

Walking in the area is good for people having a chat 

about all & everything but not good when seeing 

speeding traffic & vehicles ignoring "no entry" signage. 

Gone are the days of children playing in the streets. No

I don't believe the current form is working at all. Can 

visual surveys not be carried out by you to get a real 

grasp of how the local residents feel. Is it the needs of the 

few in Brunston Road out way the needs of the many in 

the adjacent areas. A lot of changes happen in all our lives 

& are we are left to get on with it good bad or indifferent.

No, as I understand there was a massive rejection of this 

proposal & you just went along with it. So what is the 

point of passing over suggestions  when you do not listen.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Not Answered Strongly agree Significant decrease Agree Neither agree nor disagree

You're not discouraging the immediate use of fuel based 

vehicles within the area... No I cycle most places anyway Yes

Encourage more use of bicycles. Portobello has a 

community e-bike platform, for instance, that could 

encourage more use of that mode of transport across the 

community.

As an individual  Strongly disagree They have not been beneficial to this area. Significant increase Significantly increased the volume of traffic. Strongly disagree

No positive I,pact whatsoever all negative. The closure 

has caused nothing but problems. Strongly disagree

The extra volume of traffic have caused an impact on the 

environment and crumbling roads and potholes. No No as it is no pleasure due to the extra traffic. No

Nothing has been done to slow down the speeding traffic 

in Seaview Crescent. Non existent signage to stop HGVs 

from rat running through Coillesdene and Seaview 

Crescent. Not our business.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Creation of rat runs in the Coillesdene areas 

Significant increase in traffic volumes 

Significant increase in congestion especially as the areas 

have always been well used for learner drivers for 

practicing their slow speed manoeuvres

Unnecessarily extended journeys with obvious increased 

air and noise pollution for the residents Significant increase

Milton Terrace especially but also on the full length of 

Milton Road East eastwards Strongly disagree As per my previous comments Strongly disagree

As per previous comments 

Also when the new ( bus route )access to onto Milton 

Road East for the major  housing development is created  

there will be even more congestion around Milton 

Terrace and Coillesdene area No

Air and noise pollution has increased on my local walks in 

the previously quieter side streets and far less pleasant No

Brunstane Road one way Northbound to Portobello with 

no entry at the railway bridge southbound 

This would reinstate an appropriate safe exit from Milton  

Road to Portobello  especially for the increasing number 

of Gilberstone residents who are forced to make a 

significant detour 

The dangerous and congested egress onto Milton Road 

will be eliminated as will be the historical 2 way 

congestion for Brustane Road residents. Also allowing 

them easy access  again to Joppa.

All the other temporary one way closures could be 

removed

The trial had all the hallmarks of a done deal in terms of 

the installation of permanent street signage together 

with obvious the  associated costs to the council tax 

payers.

There was minimal written communication pre 

implementation  .

This excellent online survey should have been in place pre 

the costly and unnecessary implementation

As an individual  Strongly disagree

They certainly have not been beneficial. There are no 

benefits at all they are all negatives. Significant increase

There has been a significant increase in the volume of 

cars, HGV lorries, taxis, vans, delivery vans etc. Strongly disagree

There has been more traffic on Coillesdene Avenue and 

Seaview Crescent since this has been introduced. Strongly disagree

There certainly has not been a positive impact on the 

environment due to the extra petrol and diesel fumes 

from the increase in traffic. No Because of the traffic. No

Certainly would not agree to this current form being 

made permanent. No suggestions at all.

As an individual  Disagree

The residents of the Coillesdene and surrounding area 

have *not* benefitted from a longer, much more 

circuitous route from the Sir Harry Lauder Road / Milton 

Road junction into Portobello. However, it has been 

beneficial for the residents of Brunstane Road and the 

situation would have been worse for the residents of the 

Coillesdene area if the closure of the Coillesdene Crescent 

/ Coillesedene Gardens and Milton Drive junctions with 

Milton Road had not been made. Significant increase

Originally, it was planned to have traffic calming on 

Coillesdene Avenue between Coillesdene Drive and 

Coillesdene Terrace, as well towards Milton Dive but 

these were not implemented. This has meant that people 

using Coillesdene Avenue as a shortcut between Milton 

Road and Joppa Road / Portobello generally exceed the 20 

mph limit, often excessively. These traffic calming 

measures should have been implemented on Coillesdene 

Avenue, especially as the level of traffic has now 

increased significantly. Strongly disagree

As you specifically exclude Brunstane Road, who do 

benefit greatly from the trial, it is hard to see how the 

residents of the surrounding area benefit from a longer, 

much more circuitous route from the Sir Harry Lauder 

Road / Milton Road junction into Portobello. Strongly disagree

As traffic volumes have increased along Coillesdene 

Avenue, it is difficult to see how these measures have 

made any positive impact to the environment as the 

traffic has just moved from Brunstane Road to the 

Coillesdene area. No

The Coillesdene area was not cycle-unfriendly before the 

introduction of the trial traffic measures. No

The increased level of traffic on Coillesdene Avenue, 

regularly at speeds above the 20mph limit, has negatively 

impacted the noise level in the area. The current trial 

should *not* be made permanent without the originally 

proposed traffic calming measures on Coillesdene 

Avenue. It is a relatively long stretch of road that 

encourages drivers, particularly of more powerful 

vehicles, to speed in order to offset the time taken for the 

more circuitous route into Portobello from the junction 

of Sir Harry Lauder Road / Milton Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Beneficial to who??? Beneficial solely to the residents 

who live in Brunstane Road, including those who work for 

City of Edinburgh Council and who have been pushing this 

selfish agenda through!

Everyone else is totally against this and you know this 

because you have already requested feedback on this 

matter and received overwhelming feedback that the 

majority of people who live in the surrounding area are 

completely against this closure. It has created a big divide 

in the community. You cannot simply close roads because 

a small number of people who live in a particular street 

do not want anyone else to enter into 'their' street. If you 

allow it for those selfish residents on Brunstane Road 

then you must allow if for any street in Edinburgh that 

just fancies blocking their road off to everyone else; 

including emergency services!

I note that despite Brunstane Road being blocked off to 

us these residents continue to park their cars onto the 

pavements, on both sides of the road. Not content with 

blocking other cars from entering, including emergency 

services, they are also blocking anyone with a wheelchair 

or with a child in a buggy using the pavements! This 

attitude beggars belief. I also note these residents have 

taken it upon themselves to paint the street signs in 

rainbow colours! Parking on the pavement is illegal! 

Painting street signs in rainbow colours is illegal! You 

need to sort this out and get this street opened up and 

the street sign painted back to black and white- just like Significant increase

Obviously it has been increased significantly. In addition 

to the increase there are many people driving in a 

confused manner as they don't know how to get in and 

get out. You have put big metal signs all over the place 

and these are very dangerous as they block vision when 

trying to exit a side street. Try coming out of one of the 

streets on Milton Road East with these big daft signs 

blocking your view and I can assure you it is very 

dangerous. You now expect everyone to drive all the way 

down to Scotts Garage to try and navigate their way 

round Portobello and tis in turn has created a complete 

nightmare for traffic along the main Portobello Road and 

to High Street. Whatever idiot allowed this nonsense to 

be pushed through should be sacked. There never was a 

problem in the Coillesdene's until you closed Brunstane 

Road. The whole issue that you have created has been 

caused to appease a very small number of residents and 

Council Employees who live in Brunstane Road. Strongly disagree

You have created a huge problem when one didn't exist 

just to appease a small number of selfish people in 

Brunstane Road. The only way to resolve the issues you 

have created is to remove the plants and open these 

roads back up. You need to remove the 'road work' signs 

that are all over the place as well as they are dangerous. Strongly disagree

The changes have had a very negative impact on the area 

and the environment. More time spent driving around 

trying to find you way out of the mad maze you have 

created means more pollution to the environment. It's 

not rocket science. No

Closing roads doesn't make people walk or cycle more. It 

just makes them angry. 

Maybe the residents in Brunstane Road should consider 

the environment a bit more and get rid of their cars. This 

would be great as it would stop them mounting their cars 

onto the pavement ( some of them have 2 cars per 

household!) meaning that the rest of us can push a 

wheelchair or a child's buggy along the pavement instead 

of having to walk along the road! 

Why don't you suggest a perfect solution to the constant 

moaning of Brunstane Ropad residents- sell your car and 

buy a bike! Problem sorted and everyone else will be 

happy. No

It this a serious question.....

Of course not! 

Get the roads back open. Get the residents cars in 

Brunstane Road OFF the pavements and get the street 

sign painted back to BLACK and white ( just like every 

other street in Edinburgh)

Yes. Treat every street and every resident the same way 

and stop showing favour. Employees should not get 

special treatment for their street.

Everyone knows the background to this particular 

matter.........

As an individual  Disagree

1. Imposed 2 one way systems (supposedly against LA 

policy) whilst ignoring the possibility of 1 one way system 

on Brunstane Road.

2. No environmental impact assessment (as required by 

law) has apparently been commissioned.

3. The 2 one way roads are already suffering surface 

damage from the increased traffic.

4. Speeding on Coillesdene Avenue which was already a 

problem has been made worse.

5. the existing problems with learner drivers has been 

exarcerbated by the increased traffic flow on Coillesdene 

Avenue. Significant decrease

From a purely personal point of view this has been 

relatively successful. For the wider community, not so 

much! Disagree Strongly disagree

My own very rough estimates of the environmental 

impact indicate an increase in CO2 of the oreder of one 

tonne per annum. No Don't know/No opinion

From a selfish point of view, yes. But from the wider 

impact, no.

I believe that the views of the wider community should 

be taken as definitive unless there are good reasons to 

the contrary and that these reasons should be open to 

scrutiny and debate. This scheme seems tp prioritise the 

wishes of a few against the many, as evidenced by the 

results of the enquiries which preceded this experiment.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

The changes have been successful in reducing vehicular 

traffic up and down Brunstane Road and through the 

Coillesdene area.  There has been a noticeable decrease in 

large vehicles, including vans, lorries and SUVs and a 

pleasant increase in people using pedal cycles, e-bikes, 

scooters, buggies and foot traffic.   One further 

adjustment which could be made would be to apply some 

further speed bumps or traffic calming measures on 

Coillesdene Avenue to further discourage vehicles which 

use that road to travel at speed. Significant decrease

There has been a noticeable decrease in large vehicles, 

including vans, lorries and SUVs and a pleasant increase 

in people using pedal cycles, e-bikes, scooters, buggies 

and foot traffic. Strongly agree

There has been a pleasant increase in people using pedal 

cycles, e-bikes, scooters, buggies and foot traffic.   I have 

seen more cargo bikes in the area making deliveries and 

noticed more people on foot enjoying a stroll. Strongly agree

It is imperative that City of Edinburgh Council work to 

reduce CO2 emissions generated by vehicular transport.  

The latest reports show that change needs to be 

implemented 12 times faster in order to meet Paris 

Agreement targets.  Encouraging people out of cars is a 

key part of that process, as well as encouraging retailers 

away from motorised transport to greener delivery 

modes.  Active Travel is a great way to access all that 

Edinburgh has to offer and creating safer neighbourhoods 

like this one is one crucial piece of the jigsaw. Yes

I have definitely walked and cycled much more in the 

neighbourhood, particularly up and down Brunstane Road 

which was essentially a no-no in the previous form with 

large vehicles jamming the road or expecting to have 

priority and all the pavement parking making it very 

difficult for transit on foot with shopping or a buggy. Yes

I would make the trial permanent and add further traffic 

calming to Coillesdene Crescent to further encourage 

vehicles to travel at a sensible speed along there.

I would definitely recommend that similar schemes be 

implemented and I would suggest that the aims of the 

changes be widely communicated prior to the process 

starting.  The Brunstane Road closure was implemented 

first and then it was communicated to the community, 

which was a mistake as it irritated people from the 

outset.  I feel that if people understand that the intention 

is to make a Low Traffic Neighbourhood there will be 

more buy-in from the outset.

As an individual  Strongly disagree The measures have displaced traffic volume to my area. Significant increase

The traffic volume has materially increased on Brighton 

Place.  The 20mph speed limit is often not observed, as 

drivers accelerate down this narrow road to avoid being 

stuck behind parked vehicles. Strongly disagree

In combination with the closure of left hand turns to large 

vehicles from Portobello High Street onto Harry Lauder 

road, this ETRO has resulted in greater volumes of traffic 

on Brighton Place.  Brighton Place is a road which my wife 

and daughter walk twice a weekday for access to St John's 

Primary School, and they have told me that traffic volume 

has increased on their walk.  That is dangerous to their 

health, from air pollution and risk of being hit while 

crossing the road.  

The whole Portobello area needs better coordination and 

design on the topic of traffic management and parking 

provision for local residents. Strongly disagree

I don't see how the measures will have lowered motor 

traffic.  The journeys are still being made, but via a 

different route. No No

I was informed of this opportunity to give feedback by my 

local residents association.  I suspect many local residents 

will not be aware of the opportunity to give feedback so I 

think the council should find more targeted ways of 

reaching people to raise awareness.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

its just moved the traffic on to other roads in the area 

and makes negotiating acecess from Milton Road to my 

house more difficult and time consuming Significant increase Strongly disagree Disagree No No

a compromise would be to make Brunstane Road one 

way and remove the restrictions in Coillesdene.

Actually have a consultation in the first place not just 

implementing the change

As an individual  Disagree

As far as I can work out this is only beneficial to the 

residents of brunstane road. All traffic that would 

normally have used that route going south appear to be 

going along colliesdene avenue and Milton drive instead. 

Or going north traffic are turning off Milton rd east at 

Milton terrace and then using colliesdene avenue. No change

I live on a main road so expect a level of traffic on my 

street. The route my children walk to school (towerbank 

primary) is down Milton drive, crossing at colliesdene 

avenue, has seen a significant increase in traffic and at 

increased speeds. Strongly disagree

Other traffic has been re-routed up Brighton place which 

also has significant bus traffic. I see snarl ups on 

Southfield place frequently. There is more traffic going 

along portobello high street too. Disagree

There is no reduction in traffic and the pollution which 

comes with that, rather it has been shifted away from the 

residents of brunstane rd to others in the area. No

My car journeys tend to be where wheeling or walking 

would be impractical such as travelling out of town, or to 

do grocery shopping. My walking and cycling to school 

drop off or around the local area has not changed No

Why should the residents of brunstane road reap the 

benefits of their street being closed to the detriment of 

other residents in the area. Doesn’t make sense to me.

As an individual  Agree

I think the changes have been OK, however, there is one 

of the Coillesdein exits onto Milton Road that is a 

potentially a little dangerous. There is a big planter on the 

side of the road to stop cars entering that partially blocks 

the view for turning out onto Milton Road, which as a 

40mph zone could cause collisions. I have had to swerve 

to avoid cars slowly exciting/edging out. No change Agree Agree No Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Agree No change Agree Agree No Yes

implementation of Low traffic zones never commands 

majority support before hand so it would be unwise to 

look for that. we should be promoting active travel, 

reducing pavement parking, and expanding ltz to wider 

areas to reduce rat running. so connection to other 

schemes is important.

As an individual  Agree Significant decrease

Highlighted how

many vehicles were using the Coillesdenes’ as a cut 

through. Neither agree nor disagree Agree No

Work is 8 miles away and involves taking heavy valuable 

equipment. Yes

Residents consulted first, felt this process has been 

pushed through irrespective of residents views. Only 

latterly have opinions been requested.

As an individual  Agree

Not too much hassle for drivers, no hassle for cyclists and 

pedestrians and probably lovely change for residents in 

streets affected No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

As an individual  Disagree

Access by car between Milton Road East and 

Musselburgh Road is now extremely limited. This is 

inconvenient for drivers resident on, or visiting, 

Musselburgh Road (and its terraces) from town via 

Milton Road East (and vice versa), and necessitates a long 

detour. 

Northbound traffic has simply been moved from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Drive. Given that this is a much 

smaller street the annoyance to residents is potentially 

greater than on Brunstane Road. No change Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

If the scheme has to remain in place, clearer 

warnings/signage is needed for motorists indicating 

which roads are closed/open between Milton Road East 

and Musselburgh Road.

All residents in the affected area should be consulted by 

survey in advance of any scheme, as well as after it. 

Survey analysis should explore differences in resident 

experiences and needs with respect to proposed changes 

by age, disability, household size, gender, transport use, 

etc.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All the traffic has been diverted along coillesdene Avenue 

which is now extremely busy and now seems to be a main 

road the speeds along this road now are horrific you cant 

sit in the garden because off all the traffic Significant increase Now used as a main road far too busy Strongly agree

With this system in place it makes it more difficult for 

motorists to navigate to Asda or portobello as trying to 

find out which streets you can go up or down is an 

inconvenience Strongly agree

More cars being put along coillesdene Avenue means 

more fumes No

Work to far away to walk and transport service does not 

operate at times I require No

Sick of all the traffic noise and speeding going along not 

pleasant

This seemed forced upon us perhaps better 

communication and getting residents views before 

trialling

As an individual  Strongly agree

The level of traffic on our road has dropped dramatically. 

It is quieter, so I sleep better.  I much more rarely have 

traffic fumes drifting into my garden. I often walk or cycle 

on the upper section of Brunstane Road, and it has been 

much more pleasant to do so and has felt safer. 

The benefits of closing the road at the bridge have greatly 

outweighed the disadvantage of not being able to drive 

over the bridge.

I wholeheartedly support the changes implemented in the 

trial. Significant decrease Huge reduction in traffic. Agree

Insofar as closure of the road may have encouraged more 

people to walk or cycle if they have a short trip where 

they used to drive up Brunstane Road, it is a good thing. Strongly agree

Anything that discourages driving and emphasises 

walking or cycling makes Edinburgh a healthier place, a 

better place to live overall, and reduces local and global 

pollution. Not Answered

I never used Brunstane Rd for local driving anyway. So no, 

I haven't cycled or walked more, but only because I was 

already walking and cycling those journeys. So I haven't 

checked an option above because it would be misleading. Yes

As an individual  Agree Good for me but not for Coillesdene Avenue. Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Agree No Yes

Although something needs to be done about the 

displacement of traffic elsewhere.  Completely close 

Milton Drive and Coillesdene Gardens to cars too and 

make people go to the bottom of Milton Road and then 

onto Eastfield?

As an individual  Strongly agree

We live on a street  parallel to Brunstane road. As we 

mostly travel locally by bike with our children (either on 

their own bikes or on a cargo bike) our route to 

portobello via Brunstane road is immeasurably better and 

safer than when the road was open to motorised traffic. No change Our street is a cul de sac and unaffected by the etro Strongly agree

When visiting friends in the  Coillesdenes, the roads seem 

no busier than before the erto. I presume most rerouted 

traffic is going via the lights at the end of Milton road 

east. Brunstane road is obviously much improved Agree

Overall I hope local air quality might have improved, 

although I have a slight concern that traffic emissions 

may have increased in the area because of rerouting via 

the end of Milton road east (if one assumes the number 

of motorised journeys has remained constant) Yes

Kids have cycled more, while about the same for wife and 

me Yes

From a personal point of view the scheme is very 

beneficial. However I can understand it is an emotive 

issues for those living in the coullesdenes, who may feel 

residents of Brunstane have been “prioritised”, but 

overall I think the scheme has been well thought through 

in relation to the changes in access and traffic flow in the 

coillesdenes to “spread” any additional traffic while at the 

same time making the coillesdenes less attractive as a 

“rat run” for cars

I think this etro has been done very well. Its detractors 

cite a lack of consideration of consultation responses and 

the council “ploughing ahead “ regardless. To counter 

this, the trial nature of future schemes could be further 

emphasised at the outset and monitoring undertaken 

during schemes’ operation made more conspicuous as 

part of the plan (although not publicising when it is to 

happen!) to provide assurance that an objective approach 

is being taken

As an individual  Agree Slight decrease Agree

The changes have meant more traffic is sticking with the 

main road Agree No I don't have a car and I walked a lot already. Yes

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I am not against the proposal however we have noticed 

an increase in speeding vehicles on Coillesdene Avenue. I 

contacted the council who did a traffic survey. The results 

said the average speed was 19.4 MPH but with the 

greatest of respect that is absurd. I am living here and I 

see the speeding cars and vans flying past the kitchen 

window. Other neighbours have noticed it too, we would 

love some traffic calming measures for the safety of our 

children who play on the road. We have also noticed may 

vehicles ignoring the new one way system. Slight increase Neither agree nor disagree Disagree No No It needs more traffic calming and for it be enforced.

Yes, out needs to be less of a desktop exercise and the 

people implementing the changes need to send time on 

the various roads seeing what is happening on a daily 

basis.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a resident of Argyle Crescent the closure of Brunstane 

Road has increased my journey length and time when 

trying to get to and from the A1 and surrounding retail 

premises. This not only adds more pollution to the 

environment but in closing all said roads it has moved the 

usual Brunstane road traffic to other quieter residential 

areas.  The closure has also added to congestion in 

Portobello itself when the main thoroughfare is 

compromised by roadworks etc as there are fewer 

tributaries for traffic to filter through No change

In truth I have no idea if traffic has increased or decreased 

as I’m not at home through the day. Perhaps this should 

have been monitored accurately Strongly disagree

As mentioned previously, the closure of these roads has 

moved traffic onto Portobello High Street causing 

congestion. This measure has not reduced the amount of 

traffic; it has only moved it elsewhere. In appeasing a 

small number of residents, this measure has adversely 

affected a greater number. Strongly disagree

More time spent on roads trying to get what used to be a 

shorter drive has increased pollution on other streets and 

on Portobello High street No

I still do my weekly grocery shopping by car so that habit 

has not changed. Is that not the point/value of a large 

edge of town supermarket No

Absolutely not. For all reasons given in previous 

comments. 

In the 5+ years of using Brunstane road I’ve only 

experienced 1 altercation. Generally all road users have 

been courteous and due to the physical dimension of the 

road with parked cars either side there is no scope for 

speeding. Given I don’t believe that the issues the 

residents of that street are of no higher importance of 

those on any other streets I would suggest that the street 

should revert back to how it was and be opened. This 

would also help the emergency services get through 

Joppa in better time.

I understand the opinions of the majority who were 

polled originally about this closure were ignored so would 

suggest that would be a good place to start. Valuable 

resources could have been put to better use i.e. repairing 

roads.

As an individual  Agree

The closure of Brunstane Red as a thoroughfare is a big 

positive for the area Slight increase But not concerningly so Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No

as a regular runner/cyclist the changes have been positive 

and improved safety in the area Yes

I would go further and have all roads from the 

Coillesdenes to Milton Road East closed to through traffic.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

At a time when petrol prices are high and there is 

increasing worry about the environment, it seems bizarre 

that you are forcing drivers to travel a much longer 

distance to get to their destination. Those who live on the 

High Street in Portobello or in Dalkeith Street have a long 

way to go to get to Milton Road.

You say that you are discouraging traffic from using the 

Coillesdenes. That is not our experience as we are now 

the main route to get to Milton Road and our previously 

peaceful street is now very busy, noisy and polluted at 

certain times. This will also be the experience of the 

streets close to us. I suppose Brunstane Road is now a 

haven of peace. Significant increase

As I said above, our street is now much noisier and more 

polluted, so this measure is not working for us. We 

bought our house here because of the peace which has 

now gone. Strongly disagree

As above. One street has gained at the expense of the 

many. Strongly disagree No

As we are older, we tend to rely more on our car now as 

do many in this area. Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Don’t know. Strongly agree Yes Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Agree Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Disagree They have elongated travel time Slight decrease

The only benefit to this trial has been HGVs no longer 

using Brunstane Road Disagree

There is no benefit, it has simply pushed the problem to 

another road Strongly disagree It has increased journey times and therefore emissions No No

A trial should be made on a one way system rather than a 

complete block.

This will alleviate the extra traffic through the 

Coillesdenes and cut the extra journey time by emissions 

50%.

It also means residents who bought their homes in quiet 

residential streets do not bear the burden of all extra 

traffic, as opposed to those who did buy on a known busy 

thoroughfare but now complaining about the traffic.

Don't go ahead and implement a system where more 

than 50% of street residents opposed the trial. 

Listen to the people who live on the streets you are 

making changes to, rather than ploughing on regardless 

of public opinion.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Far fewer traffic jams on southern part of Brunstane 

Road, no inappropriate traffic on a narrow road. 

Alternative routes not too inconvenient. Traffic much 

slower on Brunstane Road Significant decrease Don’t know. Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Agree No change

I live on Milron Rd East which always had and will have 

heavy traffic, but I appreciated quiet roads around, 

especially cycling with my children. I'd love Milton Rd East 

itself to have a bike path. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Don’t know I don't own a car so I cycle/walk all the time regardless. Yes

I think the closed roads could be opened to public 

transport (if there was any proposed - there was never 

any bus routes there anyway) and possibly emergency 

vehicles.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

We are now being told to reduce car travel to help save 

the planet. It now have to double back on myself which 

almost doubles the distance I have to get home from 

Milton Road. My alternative way takes me through 

Portobello which as a result of  Brunstane has made the 

High Street extremely congested. In my opinion a more 

sensible option would have been to make Brunstane Road 

from the bridge upwards a one way syste.m. Slight decrease Strongly disagree

Coillesdene Avenue has become extremely congested. It is 

a street which is used by numerous driving instructors to 

take their pupils on. I have counted as many as 8 

instructors on the road at one time which makes it very 

congested and time consuming to get along. Strongly disagree

The changes have made my travelling time to get home 

much longer in time and distance making the appeal to 

cut down on car travel impossible in this instance. No

I have disability issues thus making the use of my car 

essential. No

As I have said previously, making the road a one way 

system from the bridge up to Milton Road would benefit  

local users. As above.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The trial has made Brunstane Road a hugely nicer place to 

move through and spend time in. I walk and cycle up the 

road on a daily basis and it is calm, peaceful and very 

safe. I have seen local children playing in the streets it is 

so safe, and observed wildlife in the gardens, planters and 

adjacent scrub. No change

I live on James Street near the bottom of Brunstane Road. 

We have seen no change in traffic on our street, but 

Brunstane Road has been noticeably quieter. Strongly agree

More car traffic has been channeled along the main road, 

which has been beneficial for the surrounding residential 

streets Strongly agree

This has encouraged active travel as there is now a safe 

route connecting Fort Kinnaird, Asda and Portobello via 

Brunstane Road. We have increased cycling and walking 

on this route ourselves as it is so quiet now Yes

We have walked and cycled along this route significantly 

more as it provides a safe, quiet route between our house 

and Asda/Fort Kinnaird Yes

I am not resident in Brunstane Road/Coillesdene but it 

has made such a massive difference to this area for the 

better. When I walk up Brunstane now, people stop to say 

hello and children/pets are safe to play out on the street. 

With the pavement parking it also means it is safer to 

walk in the road now that traffic is reduced

This scheme is better for everyone and I think limited 

consultation is required in future because these measures 

are for the good of everyone by encouraging active travel 

and reducing our impact on the environment

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Limited access to the Coillesdenes amd surrounding roads 

from and to Milton Road requires additional mileage 

adding to times of journey and more consumptions of 

petrol, plus pollution. Slight decrease Strongly disagree Traffic queues on main roads. Strongly disagree Pollution. No No

Closure of roads and limited access cause confusion. 

Some vehicles ( cars and vans) are ignoring signs.

Listen and act according to public opinion ! As a council 

you have public meetings and ask for opinions but totally 

ignore the concensus. 90 % voted against closure and yet 

you went ahead ! !

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic that previously used Brunstane Road - a short 

piece of road - now have to drive a far greater distance in 

order to complete their journey. This simply displaces the 

problem of traffic to neighbouring streets and is not a 

solution. By making these changes, the following has 

occurred:

- Traffic heading towards Musselburgh on Milton Road 

who would have previously turned left into Brunstane Rd 

now travel many more miles to eventually turn left at 

Milton Terrace. The frustration of many drivers at having 

to take this long way round leads them - as I have 

witnessed as a motorist and as a pedestrian crossing 

Milton Rd East - to drive at dangerous speeds in order to 

make up the time they feel they have lost in not being 

able to drive down brunstane rd to Portobello. The 

danger to pedestrians and other road users on Milton 

Road - including young people crossing the road to 

Edinburgh College is obvious.

- In addition, when vehicles then access the Coillesdene 

Avenue area, they ignore the 20mph limit and - again 

because they feel they are making up for lost time - drive 

at excessive speeds along Milton Drive, Milton Terrace, 

Coillesdene Terrace and Morton Street, as they make 

their way to Joppa Road. These roads are now a racetrack, 

with vehicles driving at dangerous speeds. The dangers 

are heightened by the high numbers of learner drivers Significant increase

Motorists heading up Brunstane Road now divert along 

Joppa Terrace when they see the bridge is blocked. This 

has led to a substantial increase in traffic on Joppa 

Terrace. It is obvious that the frustration of many drivers 

at being blocked from continuing up Brunstane Road 

leads them to increase their speed as they travel along 

Joppa Terrace. I have witnessed countless vehicle 

travelling at speeds well in excess of 30mph. This is 

unsustainable - Joppa Terrace is narrow, with only one 

lane of traffic available. A virtually blind corner at the 

Brunstane Road end means unless a vehicle slows to a 

virtual standstill, they risk colliding with another vehicle 

travelling west along Joppa Terrace. Again, I have 

witnessed many motorists obviously unfamiliar with both 

the blind corner and the narrowness of Joppa Terrace 

almost colliding with traffic at the Brunstane Road end. Strongly disagree

see above. The traffic has to go somewhere. All this 

closure has done is to displace it, with drivers travelling at 

increase (and dangerous) speeds to get to their 

destination. Dangers to others are therefore increased 

and pollution has, without question, also risen. Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The overall impact of these changes is elitist and has been 

beneficial only to residents of Brunstane Road and 

Coillesdene in that the scheme effectively creates private 

roads for these residents while retaining all the benefits 

of adopted roads. All at the expense of the surrounding 

residents who are burdened by the impacts of the 

displaced traffic and the associated reduction in quality of 

life This will be further impacted by the considerable 

additional traffic arising from the pending new residential 

scheme at Brunstane off Milton Road East which will also 

be denied access to Coillesdene  

I believe that the entire scheme is unnecessary as the 

Brunstane Road issues can be resolved by preventing 

parking on one side of the road using yellow lines. Significant increase

The volume of traffic on  Musselburgh Road /Seaview 

Terrace has increased considerably resulting traffic build 

up at the traffic lights and awaiting to turn right onto 

Milton Road East. Strongly disagree

Traffic is no longer allowed to percolate through the 

closed street resulting in an additional traffic burden and 

considerable greater breakdown of the road surface on 

the Musselburgh Road 

The increase in traffic (particularly at peak times) on the 

Musselburgh Road and Milton Road East results in 

increased traffic noise and air pollution which collectively 

adversely impact on the quality of life of local residents Strongly disagree

The additional traffic burden on the Musselburgh Road 

has resulted in rapid deterioration of the road surfaces 

increasing noise pollution from manholes/potholes The 

increased traffic and particularly the queuing idling traffic 

at the Musselburgh Road/Milton Road East traffic lights 

has greatly decreased the air quality in the area No

As my wife is wheelchair dependent I mainly need to use 

my car This scheme has increased the distances that I 

need to travel to shop and socialise No

The trial has already resulted in increased breakdown of 

the road surface  manhole covers etc resulting in greatly 

increased traffic related noise pollution Traffic speeds 

have increased notable which along with the additional 

traffic volume increases the accident probabilities The 

area has a history of road traffic accidents.

All of the above have caused a reduction in the quality of 

life in the surrounding area which will continue to 

deteriorate as the traffic numbers increase with the 

pending new residential estates. This is why the trial must 

not be made permanent now or at anytime.

I believe that early consultation indicated that the 

majority of locals were against the scheme but you 

implemented it anyway perhaps in future you should not 

go against the consensus of locals

I also believe that you have not factored in the 

considerable likely large increase in traffic resulting from 

the pending new housing estate to be built in the 

Brunstane area just off Milton Road East other than to 

ensure this new traffic will not be able to enter or impact 

on The Coillesdene area  at the expense of other local 

residents Perhaps you should fully consider pending 

traffic changes and openly included these in consultations 

and implementation decisions.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

It is silly to have all the roads block off. 

It creates more traffic along a few streets and causes 

more pollution Significant increase

Traffic is diverted up Seaview crescent which is a hill, on a 

big curve, narrow and has vehicles parked on both sides. 

This causes congestion and hard braking. The curve is a 

blind stop and cars race up and then have to stop. It is a 

accident waiting to happen. Strongly disagree

Don’t mind Brunstane road being closed but the road 

diversion in the Collesdene does not work well. The 

wrong roads have been closed from Milton road. Strongly disagree No No No No No!

Ask they houses that are going to be on the roads that 

are going to take the extra traffic

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has hugely improved quality of life.  There are children 

able to safely cycle, room for wheelchairs to travel down 

the street (my father is in a wheelchair and the pavement 

is too narrow) Significant decrease

My car had been damaged on Brunstane rd on multiple 

occasions including by a passing lorry. This has not 

happened since. Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes

Including being able to take my disabled father to the 

beach in his wheelchair something not possible before Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

We have more vehicles now with same road space. 

Reducing the road space is not the answer. We need a 

global(local) traffic management system. 

This part- road has been turned into a semi private 

parking area. That is now an issue. An answer is to  

reduce the parking ie lines/pay to park etc (as had been 

done all over edinburgh) and you reduce the problems. 

The parked cars are as much a part of the problem as the 

moving cars. These  car owners are able to use other 

street unhindered so this street should not be treated 

differently. No change

Live locally but not directly affected until I visit friends 

and family Strongly disagree

More traffic turning both east and west at the east most 

junction Milton road and the route back into Portobello. 

This is now significantly more dangerous for drivers and 

pedestrians. I myself have seen several near incidents. Strongly disagree

Cars will still travel -and now  generally further- to make 

their A to B  journeys. My own ones in this area definitely 

have. Increased emissions and more aggressive/careless 

driving due to irritation at what are seen as pointless 

road closures to facilitate the wishes of a very few No Not possible for health reasons No

Unfair on many in the area and even more in the wider 

area. Startling that this has had such a negative impact on 

so many others, and I can only assume a negative 

environmental impact due to increased journey times,  to 

appease the wishes of a very few households. A 

compromise would be some form of parking control 

allowing free movement of the vehicles that are presently 

using all our roads. I would also suggest that the number 

of serious accidents in this street be taken into account.  

My own understanding is that it is absolutely minimal 

and that the traffic is more of an inconvenience to the 

residents.

Perhaps, when you consult, listen to the results of the 

consultation

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My girlfriend doesn't feel safe walking back from work on 

a street at night blocking any traffic No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

While I understand the need to close the bridge on 

Brunstane Road to vehicles I don’t understand the need 

for the other measures that have been taken. 

They have not increased bicycle use in the area. Significant increase

We live on the corner of Milton Drive and Milton Road 

East. 

There is significant queuing of traffic on Milton Drive 

leading to the junction with Milton Road East especially 

at peak traffic times.

There are still occasions when vehicles turn from Milton 

Road East into Milton Drive. Strongly disagree

I can’t think of any advantages of this scheme for me or 

my family Strongly disagree

I am concerned about the increase in  traffic past the 

sheltered  housing on Milton Terrace and Coillesdene 

Avenue.  A number of people living there use mobility 

aids and the risk to them is increased.

The detour we have to make to access our drive adds to 

pollution and increases our petrol use . No No

This scheme has had a significant detrimental effect on 

the environment of our house.

As an individual  Strongly disagree It makes it very difficult to get around the area Slight decrease Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have had an impact on carers travelling time 

accessing supported/sheltered accommodation in area.

There has been no consideration to those residents that 

use other modes of transport E.g mobility scooters. There 

are no safety measures in place for those whose only 

mode of transport is either wheelchair use or mobility 

aids.

There is no policing of vehicles adhering to the one way 

systems particularly noted are delivery vans . This is an 

obvious increase risk to both motorists and cyclists alike .

For those residents living in both Milton Drive and Milton 

Terrace there is the obvious increase in traffic in such 

‘short streets’ resulting in busy periods with congestion 

particularly with traffic accessing Milton Road 

There is also the increased risk of pollution to these 

residents with the added volume of traffic awaiting access.

Also noted is the increase in Driving Schools using the 

Coillesdene area which in turn has resulted in periods of 

congestion while manoeuvres are practised.

Speed along Coillesdene Avenue has been noted by many 

residents and the risk to pets has increased as a result of 

this .

In summary-

The access routes both in and out of a much larger area 

than Brunstane Road have been greatly reduced causing 

congestion in busier times

Increased travelling time for those essential and 

emergency services Significant increase

Coillesdene Avenue has been used as the main route for 

traffic to access the exit and entry to and from Milton 

Road 

Congestion at times noted due to the increased number 

of driving schools using the area Strongly disagree

Milton Road and the parking adjacent to the entry and 

exits is noted at times to be a blind spot ‘ therefore could 

increase the risk of accidents Strongly disagree

The increase in travel albeit not a huge distance surely 

increases the risk to the environment through pollution No

Not all residents come into those categories listed

The obvious ‘forgotten’ population are the elderly and 

disabled ! No

As I am sure was suggested before a one way system in 

Brunstane Road should have been the first option

Further consultations and ‘a fair’ voting system with the 

residents involved

Councillors that are reported to live in the areas affected 

should not have casting votes

As an individual  Agree Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Don’t know Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

This road is now noticeably calmer without the large 

trucks that used to come up and down. Families walk in 

groups down the centre of the road and in my opinion 

more and more bikes are using this road knowing that it 

is safer for them.

I live right next to where the road is blocked off and the 

noise of traffic in the morning has disappeared.

I have a car and even though the blocking of the road 

means a longer journey to get to portobello the increase 

in time is negligible and doesn't bother me at all.

I also find I'm using my bike more to get to the shops in 

Portobello. Significant decrease Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Milton Drive has experienced no increase in cycling 

although it has caused a massive inconvenience with 

motorists.  Which then has led to a increase in traffic on 

Milton Drive aswell as the Coillesdene Avenue which has 

a lot of sheltered accomodation situated on it. Significant increase

It has led to a big increase in traffic. Coming up Milton 

Drive. Strongly disagree

I live at top of Milton Drive. Its a big loop to arrive back 

home. I dont see why Milton Drive turn in cant reopen. Strongly disagree No No Listen to the people more

As an individual  Strongly agree

Significantly safer for cyclists. No road rage incidents. No 

vehicle damage. Less noice pollution. Less vehicle 

emissions. Significant decrease No longer any through traffic. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree

There is a increase in the number of families with younger 

children cycling on Brunstane road and not using a car.

Groups of cyclists are regularly seen using Brunstane 

Road, again opting for cycling over a vehicle.

This means there is less vehicle pollution and less noise 

pollution. Yes

We now allow our son to cycle on Brunstane Road 

unaccompanied by an adult. Despite his age if this road re-

opens it will not be safe for him because of his additional 

support needs. We will be forced back into the car. Yes

Absolutely, I never imagined just how beneficial the 

changes would be.

I accept that this ETO causes inconvenience when you do 

need to use a vehicle but in reality it’s a few minutes 

extra driving (around the Joppa triangle) and the benefits 

far outweigh this minor inconvenience. The convenience 

of a few motorists should not be the priority in making 

the final decision.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have lived here for over 50 years and it is so sad to see 

how the area has changed with the ridiculous volume of 

traffic that now hits the area daily. Coillesdene was 

always a quiet area whereas Brunstane Road was always a 

busy street. Significant increase

The volume of traffic has increased massively and a once 

quiet area has turned into a race track. I have on 

numerous occasions had to slam on my breaks with 

frustrated drivers ignoring give way signs. Strongly disagree

Did anyone think what the impact would be on taking a 

volume of traffic through sheltered housing where many 

disabled and elderly now have to crossover busy roads! Strongly disagree

I often have to take a longer route in order to get to my 

destination. No

I need my car for work and being self-employed, working 

from various venues I have a large amount of equipment 

which would be impossible to carry. No I would suggest making Brunstane Road one way.

With a bit more communication with locals who live in 

the area.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The full closure of Brunstane rd are completely over the 

top. 

At most it should've been made one way.

The rerouting is a shambles.

Please listen to the majority that don't agree with the 

road closure. No change Strongly disagree

Closing the road has put more pressure on most routes. 

With more housing being built we need the traffic to flow. 

Given limited choice we need all roads open not closed.

The only people to benefit are the residents of Brunstane 

rd. Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes made have simply moved the problem from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace and 

surrounding streets.

Milton Drive has been significantly negatively impacted 

and is now both noisy and extremely dangerous.

On a daily basis there is a constant stream of cars and 

lengthy queues of cars (often c.6 cars long) trying to exit 

on to Milton Road. Cars coming along Milton Road and 

hoping to enter the Coillesdene area are trying to turn 

into Milton Drive and either doing so, ignoring the 

signage and barriers or starting to do so, realising the 

can’t and pulling back out into a stream of traffic on 

Milton Road.

We get daily abuse from drivers who are trying to speed 

up Milton Drive or incorrectly come down Milton Drive 

using the wrong side of the road, ignoring the signs and 

barriers.

 

The speed of drivers in the area has significantly increased 

as they are frustrated by the detour.

There’s a significant increase in noise from traffic and 

daily instances of horns being used where near misses 

occur or traffic incorrectly turns in to streets on the 

wrong side of the road ignoring signage and barriers. Significant increase

Milton Drive now has a constant stream of traffic, 

treating it as though it’s a main road. There is frequently 

6 or 7 cars queuing up to exit at the top of the road. I 

often have to wait while 5+ cars stream up the road 

before I can leave my driveway.

I’ve witnesses several near misses with cars coming round 

the barriers, often at speed, ignoring the signage.

I get daily abuse where I leave my home and witness 

drivers are going too fast up the street. I also get abuse 

from drivers entering Milton Drive to leave the 

Coillesdene area where I am coming down Milton Drive as 

they wrongly assume I’ve entered from the top of Milton 

Drive when I’ve simply left my home on Milton Drive 

(something I do reasonably frequently to check on my 

elderly father that lives closer to Portobello). I fear leaving 

my house due to the daily abuse I receive. 

Milton Drive is now an extremely busy road for such a 

small road with elderly and disabled residents. 

It’s dangerous leaving my house, crossing the street or 

getting in or out of my car in front of my house. 

During the warmer weather opening the windows at the 

front of our house was impossible unless we were 

prepared to suffer the increased noise from traffic. Strongly disagree

Out with the immediate Brunstane and Coillesdene area, 

Portobello residents are being negatively impacted due to 

much longer, more dangerous journeys. Frustrated 

drivers and going faster through the Portobello area 

having be delayed in Brunstane/Coillesdene. 

Residents of Portobello are experiencing delays where 

emergency vehicles have to go a longer round trip to 

reach them. On more than one occasion I’ve witnessed 

emergency vehicles with staff that look confused. Some 

have eventually entered Milton Drive from the top 

ignoring the signage and barrier. This must be delaying 

emergency services and could be catastrophic for those 

awaiting assistance, 

Portobello is experiencing significantly faster vehicles 

with drivers that are compensating for the inconvenience 

of being diverted a long way round. Strongly disagree

The cars in the area (which, unsurprising given the 

population, haven’t reduced in volume) are now 

contributing more environmental damage are drivers 

have to travel further to get to the same destination as 

before.

 

With more queueing traffic in surrounding streets and 

lengthy delays to journeys the damage to the 

environment has increased. 

The road weren’t designed for the increased volume of 

traffic and pot holes have appeared and are getting 

increasingly worse. 

There is also noise pollution from increased volume of 

traffic, more sirens and horns. 

There is a negative impact on the health and climate 

implications in this area as a result of the change. No

The closure of Brunstane Road hasn’t reduced the use of 

cars. It’s simply required car drivers (many of whom 

require the use of a car as they are elderly and unable to 

walk or cycle more) to take longer journeys.  

A great deal of the people that are affected by this change 

are unable to walk, wheel or cycle more. Not all of us are 

lucky enough to be healthy enough to walk or cycle. No

Whilst I agree something needed to be done with 

Brunstane Road this initiative has simply moved the 

problem to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace and surrounding 

streets. Changes urgently need to be made before a 

serious, or fatal, accident occurs. 

I believe the more sensible approach would be to make 

Brunstane Road one way, opening all other streets and 

installing traffic calming measures on the surrounding 

streets to limit speed and encourage drivers to use the 

main roads to access the area.

If similar schemes are to be consulted and implemented I 

would suggest that you properly listen to the concerns of 

residents and react where problems occur. Despite us 

raising concerns from our experience it took time for any 

steps to be taken to make the signage clearer, we were 

simply told nothing could be done. 

The original plan was to implement traffic calming 

measures however this didn’t happen.

Satellite navigation systems should be updated to reflect 

the true status of road closures. Sat navs weren’t updated 

and we have received regular comments from drivers 

who say that sat nav took them that way (having ignored 

the signage and barriers on the road).

The machines set up to monitor speed need to be placed 

at a point in the road where th speed is most likely to 

occur. The monitors on Milton Drive were placed far too 

near the end of the street and would only have measured 

speeds at a point in the road where people were slowing 

down to exit or hadn’t yet fully sped up having entered. 

Clear information on who to liaise with if something isn’t 

working. We complained to the council who told us they 

couldn’t do anything and we should call the police. We 

called the police and, perhaps not surprisingly given their 

need to prioritise, they were completely uninterested.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Extremely dangerous, only a matter of time before a 

serious accident is caused.

 Who made the ridiculous decision to block off these 

roads with solid wooden structures ? We lived on 

Brunstane Road for 8 years before moving to our current 

address and although busy was never really a big issue. 

How are emergency vehicles supposed to navigate this 

obstacle course ? Some of the streets in the Coillesdenes 

are quite narrow and must be adversely affected by this 

new ‘system’. 

Let’s just all travel a long way round to appease a select 

few residents. Absolute madness !!! Significant increase Has made a busy road even busier. Strongly disagree

Absolutely strongly disagree, the Coillesdenes are busier 

than ever. These roads were never built to carry the 

volume of traffic which has now been transferred from 

Brunstane Road. Strongly disagree

Many people are now travelling longer distances to get to 

and from Sir Harry Lauder Road and the Milton link. No No

Most definitely not - who suggested this very suspect 

planning decision ?

Go back to the drawing board and stop wasting tax 

payers money on ridiculous schemes.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Ihave a disabled husband who sometimes requires 

hospital  the extra time involved with the ambulances is 

crucial and they have difficult finding us at the railway 

bridge.could you not even make it one way rather than a 

private road for Brunstane residents. No change

As we are at the railway bridge we can only go down 

street Strongly disagree Only benefits Brunstane Road Strongly disagree

We all go through Coillesdene now causing impact on 

them No I. Need to take my disabled husband in a car No At least on way system One way

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic problem from Brunstane Road has only been 

pushed further down and there it’s currently heavy and 

rapid coming down our street. Brunstane should be made 

one way to distribute the traffic evenly to make it fair for 

ALL living in Joppa. Significant increase

Heavy and quickly driving traffic has increased on our 

street. Also they drive quickly and it’s much harder 

crossing the road to get onto the prom. In rush hour the 

school run is more difficult with the increased traffic. Strongly disagree

The situation for people living on Seaview crescent has 

had a very negative impact. It’s not right that the council 

are moving the problem from Brunstane down to our 

area. Change it so that Brunstane is one way too. Strongly disagree

People need to drive longer, waste more fuel to get to 

where they need to go. Only people on Brunstane benefit. No I use the car the same amount as before No

Absolutely not!! Change it back to how it was or make 

Brunstane one way. It’s having an extremely bad impact 

on people living with small children on Seaview crescent. Ask the people impacted before you make changes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have been beneficial for the 50 or so houses 

between the railway bridge and Milton Road. For all other 

residents in the area it has not - Extra miles driven, more 

dangerous route (multiple junctions/less visibility at 

corners).

My example is instead of driving 0.8 miles to Asda with 2 

junctions to get round, i now have the option of a 1.8mile 

drive with 5 junctions through the colliesdenes (with 

some poor visibility at some - morton street and 

Collliesdene avenue), or i take the long route to the end 

of Milton Road which is 2.6miles. We haven't 

walked/cycled more because using that road means we 

are going somewhere that requires a car. 

Rather than driving past 50 houses slowly and carefully 

because of the narrow road, people now drive faster on 

the wider roads in the colliesdenes to get round - but this 

entails going past hundreds of houses in a previously 

quiet area... How is that fair? No change

Argyle crescent is not a through road so didn't expect any 

change Strongly disagree

This road alleviates pressure on the town centre/Brighton 

Place as a route out of Joppa/Portobello. Instead of cars 

using a short bit of road Brunstane road they now have to 

drive all around Portobello to get out. This is especially a 

problem when there are roadworks somewhere or a 

problem, which causes everywhere to snarl up. Strongly disagree

More driving miles done at faster speeds - how is that 

good for the environment? Plus added stress on drivers 

who can't believe this has been done, when it clearly has 

not be done for the 'greater good', but just to appease 

residents of 60 or so houses. No

As i said before - if people drive up this road they drive up 

for a reason. Because it's a slow road, people would 

walk/cycle anyway if they could. No

No way. It's utterly ridiculous that this was ever 

implemented. I understand rat runs being closed off, but 

this isn't a rat run it's an important through route. You 

have made the colliesdenes into a rat run. The people of 

Brunstane Road knew the road problem has always been 

there - I've lived here 10yrs and probably used the road 3-

4 times a week without a problem.

If anything, signal clearly 'give way to upcoming traffic', at 

the top/bottom or tell the residents to only park on one 

side of the road. But whatever do not close the road!

Surely there is google data that tells you whether this will 

make sense or not and quantify the extra miles easily?!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Lots of traffic is now going down Coillesdene avenue. All 

traffic that would have used Brunstane road or 

Coillesdene Crescent now uses that. Its not fair on the 

residents of Coillesdene avenue as the road is now much 

more dangerous.

In addition I now have to drive approximately half a mile 

further to get to the A1 than I used to from my house on 

Coillesdene Crescent. That's about 200 extra miles a year 

for me. Across everyone in the area this will be thousands 

of extra litres of fuel used in a year.

A fairer option would be to make brunstane road one way 

and thereby calming the problems on that road while not 

closing Coillesdene Crescent and letting the traffic 

disperse across both the crescent and avenue. Significant decrease

I live on Coillesdene Crescent. Its not fair on the residents 

of Coillesdene avenue to send all our traffic down there.

Making Brunstane road one way would be a much fairer 

option. Strongly disagree

These traffic measures make it much more likely that cars 

in our area will drive through Portobello now rather than 

up Milton road to the A1/bypass. Strongly disagree

I now have to drive about 200 miles a year further due to 

these traffic changes. Across all residents in the area that 

will be many many thousands of extra litres of fuel used a 

year.

The scheme doesn't encourage cycling or other forms at 

all. There are already good cycle routes in the area and 

the car being used to drive to the A1 is not something 

that will be replaced with a cycle. I see no green or health 

benefits from this change.

If you want to encourage more public transport use then 

increase the trains from Brunstane train station to every 

15 minutes. That will have a far more positive impact. No

The scheme doesn't encourage cycling or other forms at 

all. There are already good cycle routes in the area and 

the car being used to drive to the A1 is not something 

that will be replaced with a cycle. I see no green or health 

benefits from this change.

If you want to encourage more public transport use then 

increase the trains from Brunstane train station to every 

15 minutes. That will have a far more positive impact. No

Please don't make this permanent. Its daft, makes no 

sense for most residents, increases fuel usage and doesn't 

give green or health benefits.

All this trial is doing is making people not believe the 

council has best interests,. Green or health interests at 

heart. In fact the rumours are rife that the only reason 

this has been done is because a few local councillors live 

on Brunstane road North of the bridge.

Brunstane road should be made one way. The remaining 

traffic then should just be distributed fairly through the 

Coillesdenes.

Increase the trains at Brunstane train station to improve 

public transport use.

As an individual  Strongly disagree The traffic has simply been pushed along to the East No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Cars are taking longer to get where they are going so the 

emissions are greater No I cycle all the time anyway No

I'm sure that given the option we might all quite like to 

stop through-traffic from using the streets we live on. 

This has not reduced traffic - it has simply moved the 

volume of traffic to other streets and extended driving 

times causing greater emissions.

As an individual  Disagree

To get on to Milton Road from Seaview Crescent, where 

my garage is situated I have to do a zig zag journey 

through the streets using much more fuel than before.  

The same is true on the return journey back to either 

Seaview Crescent or indeed Seaview Terrace, where my 

front door is. Slight increase

Some people are not obeying the rules, and going 

whatever way they want to, or what is most convenient 

to them.. Disagree

Maybe Brunstane Road has benefitted from the trial but 

very much at the expense of other people living in the 

area. Disagree Drivers are using more fuel zig zaging around the streets. No Not at all. No

I personally, would like to be able to go up Milton Drive 

from Seaview Terrace again, instead I have to mess about 

through streets I would not be using making other people 

suffer at the cost of  others.

Don't know an answer to this one.  Brunstane Road has 

always been a problem.  No parking, traffic in two 

directions making matters worse.  Why should the whole 

of a nearby area suffer for this.   Making it one way traffic 

may help?

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight decrease Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The environment has had an increase in pollution due to 

more exhaust fumes from vehicles having to travel 

further to reach their destination. Yes

I use more petrol to get home also because of the longer 

distance, if I use a taxi it certainly costs more. I am of an 

age that I am unable to cycle and my mobility doesn't 

lend itself to walking great distances. No

A one way system implemented on Brunstane Road is the 

most obvious option. It was dismissed out of hand before 

with very lame excuses as to why not. It seems the 

Council just shifted traffic problems from one area to 

another, didn't seem to matter that traffic was increased 

next to a sheltered housing complex. This did not make 

any sense.

Maybe you could give more consideration to the majority 

of views against future schemes, also the number of 

residents being disrupted against much fewer residents 

that wanted it. At the very least it must have caused a lot 

of animosity among neighbours.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Has made the traffic busier in parts of the Coillesdene’s.

Inconvenient for Coillesdene residents to drive up to 

Milton Road.

Why was Brunstane road not made one way then it 

would have calmed the traffic going through said road 

but not moved all traffic to the Coillesdene area?

Do not understand why this option was not trialled! 

Would suggest changing it to one way and taking away 

the restrictions in Coillesdene area. No change

I live in Coillesdene Grove which is a cul de sac so no 

change in my street. Don’t know. Disagree No No

Absolutely not!!

Change Brunstane Road to one way and remove 

restrictions in Coillesdene area

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

As regards Brunstane Road specifically and since the ETRO 

was introduced I’ve not seen any signs of road rage- 

peace and relative tranquility is now the norm. Prior to 

the ETRO there was daily carnage including shouting 

verbal abuse and regular car damage.

There is daily evidence of increased utilisation by cyclists 

and pedestrians as a safe and convenient path to 

Portobello and Joppa.

I’m a regular driver and haven’t noticed that the Milton 

Rd East looks any busier after all that Road was designed 

for heavier traffic.

It would seem to be non sensical to abandon the ETRO 

now.

Indeed if Brunstane road was to re-open 100% we are 

moving house it’s that important to myself and my wife.

I’m not prepared to live here with the stress and carnage 

that was the norm pre ETRO. Significant decrease

Self evident it’s now only Brunstane Road residents and 

deliveries instead of thousands of other cars and heavy 

goods vehicles that was previously the norm. Don’t know. Strongly agree

There has been much increased evidence of cyclists and 

pedestrians utilising Brunstane Road and clearly there 

won’t be so much pollution with the road now closed. Yes

I also now walk on a  regular basis in to Portobello to 

shop and leave the car at home. Yes

100% certain and if the trial is made permanent my wife 

and I (both aged 63) can plan ahead otherwise we are 

moving house.

Not really although the process appears to have been 

cumbersome and protracted.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Less dangerous due to reduced traffic, also less damage 

to parked vehicles. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Less traffic pollution Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trail has just moved the traffic from Brunstane Road 

to other streets. My own street has seen an increase of 

traffic with also a worrying increase in speed. I cannot 

understand how shutting one street has any benefit or is 

indeed a fair and equitable way to address a perceived 

problem of a minority of people.

The new access to Milton Road is a very dangerous right 

turn due to the parked vans that are frequently there. i 

have also personally witnessed drivers ignoring the no 

entry and just taking a chance hoping no one is coming 

the other way. Significant increase

Our street is now a main thoroughfare to get to Milton 

road and conversely for Milton road traffic to get to 

portobello. This combined with the number of learner 

drivers mean that it is hazardous as drivers do not stick 

to the 20mph limit. Given the number of children walking 

to school and elderly residents this is an accident waiting 

to happen. Strongly disagree

It has clearly made things much worse unless you live in 

Brunstane Road. my understanding is that despite the 

majority of responses being not in favour of closing 

Brunstane Road the council closed this anyway. If there is 

to be a proper process then i would like a transparent 

review with the results of the views given by all the local 

residents in this survey being publicly available.

Whilst I have sympathy for Brunstane Road residents 

they must have known before moving there the potential 

issues of living on this street. it seems wholly unfair to 

allow a minority of residents getting special treatment 

whilst the rst of the local area suffers the consequences. Strongly disagree

Honestly how can it be positive when all the drivers that 

drove done Bruntane Road have to drive further. No I walk a lot already. No

Make Brustane Road one way and return all the other 

surrounding streets to as they were previously. I would 

also consider double yellow lines on Milton road east to 

make turning right less dangerous.

Yes - more transparency and publication of the results of 

surveys. It is common knowledge that the changes were 

made despite those that wanted change being in the 

minority.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The partial closure of Brunstane road is, in my opinion 

unnecessary.

What I would agree with would be a one way system 

which, in itself, would reduce traffic.

The other measures at Coillesdene are resulting in 

excessive detours for local residents and whilst I often 

used these roads to leave and return ( never returned via 

Brunstane Rd ) to home, I’m having to take a substantial 

detour. Slight increase

The detour from Milton Road to Portobello has meant 

traffic increasing through Coillesdene and along Joppa 

Road to Portobello. Disagree For the reason mentioned above. Disagree

Traffic has just been shifted from one road to another.

After all, there’s still the same amount of it ! No No

Possibly just to listen to residents? And use a little 

common sense instead of parameters!

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes made have simply moved the problem from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace, Seaview 

Terrace and surrounding streets. 

Milton Drive has been significantly negatively impacted 

and is now both noisy and extremely dangerous.

On a daily basis there is a constant stream of cars and 

lengthy queues of cars (often c.6 cars long) trying to exit 

on to Milton Road. Cars coming along Milton Road and 

hoping to enter the Coillesdene area are trying to turn 

into Milton Drive and either doing so, ignoring the 

signage and barriers or starting to do so, realising the 

can’t and pulling back out into a stream of traffic on 

Milton Road.

We get daily abuse from drivers who are trying to speed 

up Milton Drive or incorrectly come down Milton Drive 

using the wrong side of the road, ignoring the signs and 

barriers.

If there are no queues the speed of drivers in the area has 

significantly increased as they are frustrated by the 

detour or using it as a rat run. On Milton Drive I would 

estimate that cars are travelling well over 30mph if not 

faster. 

There’s a significant increase in noise from traffic and Significant increase

Milton Drive now has a constant stream of traffic, 

treating it as though it’s a main road. There is frequently 

6 or 7 cars queuing up to exit at the top of the road. I 

often have to wait while 5+ cars stream up the road 

before I can leave my driveway.

I’ve witnesses several near misses with cars coming round 

the barriers, often at speed, ignoring the signage.

I get daily abuse where I leave my home and witness 

drivers are going too fast up the street. I also get abuse 

from drivers entering Milton Drive to leave the 

Coillesdene area where I am coming down Milton Drive as 

they wrongly assume I’ve entered from the top of Milton 

Drive when I’ve simply left my home on Milton Drive 

(something I do reasonably frequently to check on my 

elderly father that lives closer to Portobello). I fear leaving 

my house due to the daily abuse I receive.

Milton Drive is now an extremely busy road for such a 

small road with elderly and disabled residents. It’s 

dangerous leaving my house, crossing the street or 

getting in or out of my car in front of my house.

During the warmer weather opening the windows at the 

front of our house was impossible unless we were 

prepared to suffer the increased noise from traffic.

Despite cyclists being able to enter at the top of Milton Strongly disagree

Out with the immediate Brunstane and Coillesdene area, 

Portobello residents are being negatively impacted due to 

much longer, more dangerous journeys. Frustrated 

drivers and going faster through the Portobello area 

having be delayed in Brunstane/Coillesdene.

Residents of Portobello are experiencing delays where 

emergency vehicles have to go a longer round trip to 

reach them. On more than one occasion I’ve witnessed 

emergency vehicles with staff that look confused. Some 

have eventually entered Milton Drive from the top 

ignoring the signage and barrier. 

This must be delaying emergency services and could be 

catastrophic for those awaiting assistance,

Portobello is experiencing significantly faster vehicles 

with drivers that are compensating for the inconvenience 

of being diverted a long way round. Strongly disagree

The cars in the area (which, unsurprising given the 

population, haven’t reduced in volume) are now 

contributing more environmental damage are drivers 

have to travel further to get to the same destination as 

before.

With more queueing traffic in surrounding streets and 

lengthy delays to journeys the damage to the 

environment has increased. The road weren’t designed 

for the increased volume of traffic and pot holes have 

appeared and are getting 

increasingly worse. There is also noise pollution from 

increased volume of traffic, more sirens and horns.

 

There is a negative impact on the health and climate 

implications in this area as a result of the change.

To get to my house I need to drive an additional 0.6 miles 

each time I return home. This is the worse for all the 

houses from Brighton Place along to Milton Terrace. No

The closure of Brunstane Road hasn’t reduced the use of 

cars. It’s simply required car drivers (many of whom 

require the use of a car as they are elderly and unable to 

walk or cycle more) to take longer journeys.

A great deal of the people that are affected by this change 

are unable to walk, wheel or cycle more. Not all of us are 

lucky enough to be healthy enough to walk or cycle. No

Whilst I agree something needed to be done with 

Brunstane Road this initiative has simply moved the 

problem to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace. Seaview Terrace 

and surrounding streets. Changes urgently need to be 

made before a serious, or fatal, accident occurs.

I believe the more sensible approach would be to make 

Brunstane Road one way, opening all other streets and 

installing traffic calming measures on the surrounding 

streets to limit speed and encourage drivers to use the 

main roads to access the area.

If similar schemes are to be consulted and implemented I 

would suggest that you properly listen to the concerns of 

residents and react where problems occur. 

Despite us raising concerns from our experience it took 

time for any steps to be taken to make the signage 

clearer, we were simply told nothing could be done.

The original plan was to implement traffic calming 

measures however this didn’t happen.

Satellite navigation systems should be updated to reflect 

the true status of road closures. Sat navs weren’t updated 

and we have received regular comments from drivers 

who say that sat nav took them that way (having ignored 

the signage and barriers on the road).

The machines set up to monitor speed need to be placed 

at a point in the road where th speed is most likely to 

occur. The monitors on Milton Drive were placed far too 

near the end of the street and would only have measured 

speeds at a point in the road where people were slowing 

down to exit or hadn’t yet fully sped up having entered.

Clear information on who to liaise with if something isn’t 

working. We complained to the council who told us they 

couldn’t do anything and we should call the police. We 

called the police and, perhaps not surprisingly given their 

need to prioritise, they were completely uninterested.

As an individual  Disagree

I was unaware that other streets in the Coillesdenes 

would also be closed when there was discussion of 

closing Brunstane Road. It has obviously made Brunstane 

Road quieter, which is great as a pedestrian and cyclist. 

However, as a driver, the detour from Milton Road to 

Portobello is enormous and has led to a choice between 

going all the way back to Park Ave or down to Joppa. No change Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

Drivers have to travel much further to get from Milton 

Road to Portobello. If this has meant more people make 

this trip by active transport then great, but I am not 

aware if this being the case. No No

Brunstane Road should be made one way from the bridge 

up. Other streets should be reopened.

Signage was poor, leading to many vehicles still going 

down Brunstane Road and having to turn round. The 

same is the case on Magdalene Drive: there is no signage 

regarding the road closure outside the school, so there 

are dozens of cars a day having to reverse up the Drive 

back towards Milton Road to turn around. These kind of 

interventions need to be accompanied with signs for 

motorists, otherwise it creates an unsafe environment for 

the very people (children, in the example outside the 

school) for whom it is meant to improve safety.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Changes  are not beneficial. All that has been achieved is 

that traffic has been diverted onto other roads  to their 

detriment, and now has to pass  sheltered 

accommodation with a lot of elderly people, just to 

please a minority who wanted a private street and 

parking for their vehicles. The fire in Portobello High 

Street last week caused huge traffic issues in this area 

when traffic was diverted; yet one road -Brunstane - 

couldn’t be used to help with the overload - even on a 

one-way basis. Roads in the Coillesdenes now have 

potholes. What happened to the ‘counters’ that were 

installed to show how many are using these roads? Significant increase

ALL traffic coming from the west that previously went 

down Brunstane Road is now heading down Milton Road 

East and the same for those heading west that are now 

diverted through the Coillesdenes. The traffic has greatly 

increased yet our concerns were ignored during the 

process of granting private status to Brunstane Road. Strongly disagree

This trial has definitely not had a positive impact - the 

changes have also had a negative effective on areas out 

with Brunstane/Coillesdenes. Increased traffic, speed, 

poorly marked traffic signs. Strongly disagree

There is definitely no benefit for the environment. 

Vehicles have to travel further and on more roads. No

My walking programme has not changed or benefitted 

from the closure. No

When comments were previously requested re this 

closure, the majority were not in favour of a full closure 

and a one way system (south-north) was put forward so 

many times, yet this was completely disregarded with no 

trial or explanation. The majority against the closure were 

ignored last time - are we going through another 

pointless exercise where comments are ignored if it 

doesn’t suit someone’s agenda? Why was a trial of a one 

way system not implemented? This should be looked at.

The views of all should be considered and taken into 

account. This was not the case over the Brunstane Road 

closure. The majority were against the closure and yet 

their views/comments were ignored.  They were 

dismissed as if they didn’t matter. It is hard to 

understand how residents in one road can have their own 

private place - they should be made to pay privately for 

any council services they receive

As an individual  Strongly agree

I regularly cycle via Brunstane. Before it was dangerous, 

due to poor sightlines at the bridge. The closure has 

greatly improved it. Significant decrease Agree Strongly agree No The same, but better & safer. Yes

Representing a community group  Strongly disagree

It has made for a much longer and frustrating drive 

through the houses to get to Milton road from Joppa 

Grove. I will hold my hands up and say I’ve gone through 

the one way turn in off Milton road because there were 

no cars blocking the other side No change Strongly disagree It’s been an inconvenience Strongly disagree No For what I do this is not an option No Definitely not

I don’t see the point in it. Brunstane Road obviously got 

very busy when traffic flowed both ways so maybe 

introducing a few passing points where there’s no parking 

allowed

As an individual  Agree

Negative effect is channelling of traffic onto a couple of 

entry/exits onto Milton Rd from Coillesdenes, increasing 

traffic on those streets No change Agree Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes Completely stop through traffic in Coillesdenes

As an individual  Don’t know.

During the Covid lockdowns traffic was very much 

reduced to the extent that crossing Portobello HIgh Street 

could almost have been done safely when blindfolded. 

This drop in traffic is likely to have dramatically skewed 

the results of the trial.  I suggest continuing the trial to 

allow for a more normal level of traffic as a guide to the 

outcome. No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree Yes No

During the Covid lockdowns traffic was very much 

reduced to the extent that crossing Portobello HIgh Street 

could almost have been done safely when blindfolded. 

This drop in traffic is likely to have dramatically skewed 

the results of the trial.  I suggest continuing the trial to 

allow for a more normal level of traffic as a guide to the 

outcome.

As an individual  Strongly agree

For decades it has been a rat run. The residents there 

deserve some peace Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Don’t know Yes

Yes. I understand the need for this type of closures 

however you need to stop bottlenecks on the other 

surrounding roads. Traffic needs to move freely

As an individual  Strongly agree

The changes have resulted in very tangible benefits.  

Cars, large HGVs and delivery vans no longer use 

Brunstane Road as a cut through. This has greatly 

enhanced safety, and not just at the top end of the road. 

Previously, despite the speed bumps at the lower end of 

Brunstane Road, trucks would descend - invariably at 

excessive speed - from the bridge, braking sharply and 

clattering over the speed bumps. This was always a 

concern for the safety of pedestrians, children, cyclists, 

other wheelers, and the regular local users of disability 

mobility vehicles.  It was also disturbing at night due to 

the noise from gear changes, air brakes and banging 

tailgates/loads and the impact of the largest of vehicles 

crossing speed bumps causing house foundations to 

shake. 

The whole street is now more peaceful, air quality has 

improved, noise has reduced, biodiversity has noticeably 

(both visibly and audibly) increased, more cyclists are 

evident and my general sense is that residents and 

visiting road-users have got accustomed to the changes. Significant decrease See above comment at 6 above. Agree

This is harder to gauge objectively but my clear general 

sense as I use the surrounding streets is that the limiting 

of access in the Brunstane Road and Colliesdene area has 

helped the flow of traffic in and onto these adjoining 

streets. Strongly agree

As stated at 6 above, the impacts on the environment are 

very positive. The whole street is now more peaceful, air 

quality has improved, noise has reduced, local wildlife has 

noticeably increased, and more cyclists are evident. 

Environmental impact should be a critical criterion in 

future decisions in transport policy to accelerate action to 

address plummeting biodiversity while discouraging 

excessive/unnecessary car use as a mode of transport. Yes Yes

The evidence of the undeniable benefits far outweighs 

any potential drawbacks. I am of the strong view that it is 

essential that these benefits are preserved and made 

permanent.

I don't have any issue with the approach to consultation 

and implementation - only that  the processes involved 

can seem prolonged (though I am very sympathetic to the 

weight of difficult demands and pressures facing local 

government and available resources).  While meaningful 

engagement and careful consideration of views and ideas 

through effective consultation is important, it is 

incumbent on the Council to show strong leadership in 

taking the right decisions for the shaping of communities 

and the wider public good for the medium to long-term, 

even if these decisions are not universally popular.

As an individual  Disagree

There is too much traffic driving through the Coillesdeans 

in both direction, much of which seems to be above the 

speed limit which makes the road dangerous for 

pedestrians and vehicle users. Slight decrease

I would estimate the road has less vehicles, particularly in 

the morning however the traffic that does use the street 

does so at a much faster pace. Strongly disagree

Traffic has been pushed to the surrounding streets. Lovely 

for Brunstane Road users however not for everyone else. Disagree Journeys are longer causing more pollution. No No

If the traffic needs to be lessened then I believe a one way 

system might be beneficial. This would still increase 

traffic in the other directions although it would be less. I 

realise this may also mean that traffic calming measures 

would be needed on Brunstane Road and other streets, 

namely the Colliesdean and perhaps Argyle Crescent.

Notice of the consultation should be mailed directly to all 

affected houses

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic has been displaced to Brighton Place. The 

standing traffic has substantially increased on Brighton 

Place during rush hours and as children are walking to 

school the air quality inevitably must have declined. Cars 

on Brunstane road are inconvenient. But on Brighton 

Place is a walk to school route to 3 schools it is dangerous Significant increase Strongly disagree

Cars have been inadvertently channelled into the centre 

of Portobello.(which is ridiculous!) Strongly disagree

Only for the benefit of one small suburban 

street(Bruntane) and no other benefit for the community No No

A joined up community discussed plan would be better 

than superimposing a  road closure just to benefit one 

small group of residents

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant decrease

The road was closed so there would obviously be last 

traffic Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Agree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

Possibly a one - way system from Milton Road would be a 

sensible scheme for Brunstane Road and removal of 

barriers from Coillesdene streets, which are an 

incovenience to all.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The problems of through traffic on Brunstane Road have 

been transferred to other roads in the Coillesdene area. 

Some vehicles are going the wrong way down one-way 

streets, sometimes exceeding the speed limit. These 

roads are no wider than Brunstane Road. It remains a 

mystery why a one-way system on Brunstane road was 

not considered. No change

Morton Street has not been adversely affected, unlike 

some of the neighbouring roads. Don’t know. Disagree

No positive impact in the roads carrying the one-way 

traffic No

Brunstane road is no more pleasant for cyclists than 

before No

I think more effort should be made to keep traffic on the 

main roads and away from residential areas where the 

roads are narrower and cars are parked.

There is always a perception that the |Council has made 

up its mind in advance and any consultation is a sham.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane road has not suffered from speeding cars or 

road rage incidents. In addition it appears to have no 

major impact on portobello or the collisdene area Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes I have walked much more Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Yes No Seek more guidance from residents.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

Words cannot describe how bad things were here, in 

Brunstane Road, when it was used by so much traffic and 

such large vehicles.  The damage that was done to 

residents parked cars; the road rage incidents as through 

traffic got stuck; the abuse that had to be endured; the 

pollution - both noise and air quality.  That has all gone 

now and it is so much appreciated.  There is no 

inconvenience to those that used our street as a rat run 

as it is quicker, and safer, to travel on the main roads 

around the Joppa Triangle than to get stuck in a jam in 

this street and experience abuse using this "short cut". 

The sense of community that has grown this year is 

palpable.  It is a pleasure to see so many cyclists making 

use of this, now, safe route.  The wellbeing of the 

community must surely outweigh the loss of a perceived 

short cut to get from A to B. Significant decrease

It is to be expected that some of the traffic that has been 

displaced by the Brunstane Road closure will have caused 

an increase in surrounding streets.  However those 

streets are much better designed to take that flow of 

traffic than the ancient cart route that became Brunstane 

Road. Strongly agree

I believe that Milton Road East is under capacity and 

encouraging drivers to use these main roads rather than 

snaking through residential streets must be a positive 

outcome. Strongly agree

I have had birds nesting in the hedge in my front garden, 

on Brunstane Road, for the first time in the 30 years I 

have lived here. I have been able to sit at my front door 

and watch the sunset for the first time this year as that 

was near impossible with all the traffic rumbling past 

before. Yes

I am a keen cyclist and it is such a joy to feel safe in my 

own street rather than enduring being "pushed" along by 

impatient drivers not considering that you may be 

slowing down to get off at your home. Yes

Most certainly.  I have been a "petrol head" all my life.  A 

died in the wool car enthusiast.  Yet I now see that the car 

cannot continue to be king.  It has become a monster and 

we really have to think about the needs of a 

neighbourhood/ community before the lazy convenience 

of wanting to drive everywhere. Clearer signage may help 

reduce the number of drivers that still continue to turn 

into Brunstane Road and then have to go to the bridge to 

find space to turn and retreat.

The Calming Brunstane campaign benefitted from being 

community led.  A group of dedicated and skilled 

communicators volunteered to take this project forward.  

If the Council identifies other locations that would benefit 

from traffic improvements then it is important to bring 

the community along with the proposals.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

The impact on the local environment has greatly 

improved as I believe people are using Sir Harry Lauder 

Road as it was intended instead of rat-running through 

Joppa and Colliesdene. 

I am no longer worried about my children crossing 

Brunstane Road to walk into Portobello or down to the 

beach because we don't have cars speeding down 

Brunstane Road or standoffs where drivers are shouting 

at one another. Significant decrease I am on Brunstane Road. Strongly agree

I believe drivers are now using Sir Harry Lauder Road or 

Milton Road rather than Colliesdene and Joppa. As a 

family, we now walk into Portobello or take our bikes 

rather than taking the car which is much better for the 

environment. Strongly agree

We see a lot more people walking or cycling past our 

house now rather than driving, which is much better for 

the environment. Yes

We now cycle or walk to school/work and never take the 

car into Portobello. Yes

The amount of traffic going down Brunstane Road prior to 

its closure was excessive. People were speeding down the 

road without any care for pedestrians and there was 

often standoffs as drivers couldn't get past one another. 

At one point, an ambulance was stuck on Brunstane Road 

unable to move because there were cars on both sides 

refusing to move. Often bin lorries and other larger 

vehicles were stuck or would damage cars by squeezing 

down the road. Some people have suggested making 

Brunstane Road one-way which would simply make cars 

speed down the road faster as there wouldn't be any 

oncoming traffic. There are a lot of families with children 

on Brunstane Road who are much more comfortable with 

their children walking or cycling around Portobello now 

as Brunstane Road and Colliesdene are much safer.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As I live in Joppa Station Place and a person who initially 

was agreeable to the road closure, I am dismayed and 

disgusted at the selfishness of people living in Brunstane 

Road and their visitors. The only way to access and exit 

Joppa Station Place is roughly where the planters are. 

People are parking their cars at the planters and walking 

over the bridge as well as using private parking spaces 

which are for residents only. We have advised the Council 

of this and sent photographs but have been ignored. 

Trying to get in and out of Joppa Station Place is an 

accident waiting to happen.  Totally upset by the road 

closure. Significant increase

Residents of Brunstane Road and their visitors now use 

Joppa Station Place residents parking spaces and also 

park their cars at the planters which means that residents 

of Joppa Station Place are being affected by their line of 

sight by accessing and exiting Joppa Station Place. Strongly disagree

Traffic has increased in the Portfolio area. The majority of 

residents in Brunstane Road were aware that this road 

had always been a tight road to drive down. If they now 

wish this road to be private and close it off are they also 

prepared to maintain it? Strongly disagree

Cars, lorries etc are still using alternative routes 

therefore, in my opinion, no change to the environment. 

However, ambulances, fire engines etc are impacted. No

Probably driven longer distances to get to destination 

therefore using more fuel etc. No

It would appear that the few who live in Brunstane Road 

are the only ones benefitting from this road closure to 

the detriment of others. The fact that this closure was 

voted against and yet was allowed to proceed simply is 

not acceptable.

In my opinion Brunstane Road should be one way. Also if 

there is a no vote it should be treated as such and not 

over ruled.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease No lorries Disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This was a quiet residential area some years ago. Now it is 

simply a rat run as traffic do not want to go as far as 

Eastfield junction to cut on to Milton Road East or 

Portobello Road. They simply use Coillesdene Avenue as 

the shortest escape route to reach whichever direction 

they are heading. Only a small proportion of the traffic 

observe the 20 mph limit and at peak times (6.30am to 

9,00 and 4.30pm to 6.30) no-one seems to bother with 

speed limits at all. Also, the area is still used by learner 

drivers, which seems to frustrate "commuters" even 

more, so that that once they are clear of any learner 

vehicles carrying out maneuvers, they simply put the foot 

down even more to make up lost time. Significant increase

I doubt if 1% of the drivers using Coillesdene Avenue 

during peak periods are local residents. Even at other 

times it can't be much more. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

This questionnaire included "Coillesdene Area Traffic 

Calming" in the heading. Well, to calm traffic, it would 

certainly benefit residents in Coillesdene Avenue to have 

speed bumps introduced in the street, or better still block 

of Coiilesdene Avenue as a "through road" to all traffic 

using it as a rat run!

As an individual  Strongly agree Not Answered Can’t comment only moved in in August Don’t know.

I completely support these and any other measure which 

make the roads safer Don't know Yes

The bus service is excellent and as a result we only run 

one car now Yes

Publish from this experience and others to inform 

judgements

As an individual  Strongly agree

I cycle up and down Brunstane Road on my daily 

commute. It's really pleasant to do this without traffic. Slight increase

I live in the Coillesdene area and although there does 

seem to be more traffic it isn't very disruptive. Agree

I understand some people have more difficulty accessing 

their property and Porty by car but I very much prefer the 

closure and traffic calming Agree

Some people have to drive further if they have to drive. 

However it makes it much more attractive to walk or 

cycle than drive, assuming you have that option. No

I cycle and walk a lot anyway. I just use the Brunstane 

Road route preferentially now. Sometimes I would have 

gone through the Quarry park instead. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

As I live in Brunstane rd I am no longer witness to daily 

shouting matches, swearing and damage to cars. most 

people now try to not park on the pavement or only 

slightly making it more accessible. It has also been 

wonderful to see how many cyclist now use it as their 

main route. I realise colliesdene may have slightly more 

traffic but nothing like the chaos and violence we had. 

Lots of people I know just go around the triangle staying 

on the four lane roads of Milton rd and Seaview Terrace. 

When all these houses are built out past Asda and around 

Queen Margaret Uni there is no way Brunstane Road 

could cope with being reopened. Significant decrease

Increase in cyclist and pedestrian traffic. Lots of family 

cycling. Agree Strongly agree Yes I choose to walk more, certainly to portobello. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Have made accessing Portobello from the A1/Bypass very 

frustrating and tortuous. I can see the argument for 

closing Brunstane Road to through traffic, but the 

northbound closures from Milton Road through 

Coillesdene are a real problem. No change Strongly disagree

The circuitous route through Coillesdene has not 

improved matters and has caused increased traffic 

mingling with learners on some streets. Disagree Just caused longer journeys and more emissions. No No

With some common sense and due regard to the wider 

user public.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have removed an important route to/from 

Portobello and displaced the traffic onto many of the 

other roads in the area, to their considerable 

disadvantage.  This adds considerably to the distance 

travelled and to the time/cost/environmental impacts on 

this traffic.

Travel and response times for emergency vehicles is 

significantly increased, with ambulances and patients in 

the areas significantly inconvenienced. One ambulance 

had parked on the wrong side of the railway bridge and 

was forced to transport the patient over 100m from the 

property to the ambulance.  The response time for one 

particular fire engine attending a fire on the promenade 

was slowed by at least 4 minutes. Significant increase

All traffic normally travelling up or down Brunstane Road 

had to travel at least 800m in both directions along 

Milton Road East (as well as a similar or greater distance 

in the Coillesdene area nearby), adding to the traffic 

volumes and congestion, especially at peak times. Strongly disagree

Because of the traffic control measures introduced, 

residents wishing to travel from the Coillesdene area have 

to suffer considerable inconvenience and extra travel 

distance, time and cost, simply to get to Milton Road East 

either to head to the city, the A1 or to Musselburgh.

People travelling to the Portobello area are similarly 

affected in a negative way by the  additional distance (and 

time taken) to be travelled.  Some will avoid the 

Portobello area, impacting on the shops and businesses 

in the Portobello area that are deprived of custom.

Emergency services are significantly impacted and 

response times noticeably increased. Strongly disagree

The benefit to a small number of residents in Brunstane 

Road or nearby streets is considerably outweighed by the 

disruption and inconvenience caused and by the adverse 

environmental and community impact of so many 

vehicles needing to travel an extra 1.5 - 2.0 kms for a 

round trip. No

I already walked a fair amount, so the trial has had no 

impact on the amount of walking I do.  In the times I have 

walked down Brunstane Road since the changes were 

implemented, I can't say I've seen any significant change 

to the number of people walking or cycling along that 

street. No

Definitely not.  

I feel the changes made have been a very negative step 

overall for the Portobello area and seem to have been 

made for the benefit of a small but influential minority, 

against the wishes of a clear majority of the residents in 

the area.

I feel the trail should be stopped at the earliest 

opportunity to minimise the on-going negative effects on 

the whole area and its residents.  Reinstating traffic along 

Brunstane road, even with a one-way system (a measure 

apparently dismissed during planning considerations for 

the trial) would be a significant improvement for the 

whole Portobello area.

Polls taken with a significant majority of residents against 

the proposed trials should be listened to and dealt with in 

a more open and transparent way.  Multiple polls with 

70% or more against the proposed scheme at Brunstane 

Road were apparently ignored, with no valid rationale for 

why these were not being considered.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I travel through the area daily, on foot or by bike. It feels 

much safer now. I would drive though if it wasn’t for the 

new measures. Significant decrease Strongly agree

No significant change to traffic on surrounding streets 

except more on foot or by cycle Strongly agree Yes Yes

Less consultation. Just show strong leadership and roll 

these out across the city. These are complex traffic 

management solutions that most people don’t 

understand the full consequences and only care about 

nimbyism. Listen to the experts!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The result has been a predicted.  That is, a great benefit 

for the small number of people who love in Brunstane 

Road and a great disbenefit for the much greater number 

of people who used to use the road before closure.  So, it 

adds about 5 mins to journeys going  south to the A1, the 

shopping centre and by pass.  That case much greater fuel 

usage and pollution.   It has not resulted in decreased car 

use. It has led to more car miles.  Areas of Collisedene 

which were quiet now suffer from increases displaced 

traffic.  The  scheme was opposed by the great majority of 

those previously consulted.  That it was nonetheless 

imposed represented a democratic deficit.  It is time to 

remove it and impose sensible alternatives like passing 

places and traffic lights. No change No change in St Mary's place.  Increased traffic elsewhere. Strongly disagree

Has had no change in places like St Mary's place and 

argyle crescent.  But greatly increased traffic in many 

parts of Collisdene. The ETO has not reduced overall 

traffic.  It has simply displaced it. Strongly disagree

See comments above.  It adds about 5 mins to car 

journeys.  So more CO2, more pollution, more expense. No

The idea that the scheme would encourage more cycling 

etc is quite unrealistic. No

See above.  In my view, the schme should be scrapped.  

There are sensible alternatives which should have tried 

first.  For example passing places, traffic lights and much 

better signage

Yes.  See above.  Above all, when consultations give clear 

results, like those on this ETO last year, they should be 

respected, followed and not ignored.  The  wishes and 

interests of a small number if people should not be 

permitted to trump those of a far greater number of 

other people without a very sound bais, which does not 

exist here in my view.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I find the measures entirely excessive for what is a 

perfectly manageable issue. For example, as we see in 

many other areas, parking only allowed on one side of 

Brunstane Road, or make the road one way. The controls 

introduced in Coillesdene are frankly ridiculous - as an 

option to what is a relatively minor issue on one short 

street, it is excessive both for those who commonly use 

Brunstane Rd and those residents in the Coillesdene area. 

The council with their ill thought out and knee jerk 

reaction, which ignored the majority of consultees for the 

previous consultation have created a situation which 

forces most road users, other than those living directly on 

Brunstane Road, to drive for longer using more fuel and 

creating more emissions. So all on all a very poor exercise 

of their delegated powers, delegated to them to 

represent all constituents, not just those living on 

Brinstane Road. These measures should be reversed as 

quickly as possible. No change

The volume of traffic is not the issue, it is the excessively 

restrictive impact on our ability to use public roads in the 

vicinity just to sort an issue which can be dealt with in a 

number of other ways. Strongly disagree See previous comments Strongly disagree

Quite the reverse as most people have had to drive 

further to get to various destinations. No I have driven further, see comments above. No

With intelligent consideration for all constituents, rather 

than just those living on a single short street, there are a 

number of alternatives - parking only on one side of the 

street, one way traffic, using chicanes - blocking the 

whole road is short termisim at its worst and 

demonstrates a lack of proper consideration.

They should be consulted and the majority views of 

consultees should actually be taken into account rather 

than brushed under the carpet to suit a tiny group of 

those affected. The previous consultation was a very 

poorly executed process with a disgraceful outcome 

considering the results of the consultation. So 

transparency and consideration of valid views and 

decision making in the best interests of the majority, not 

a minority and notdeciding in favour of the personal 

views of councillors.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It was a simple resolution- make Brunstane Road one way.

Instead hundreds of cars are now travelling further, entry 

& exit points cause bottlenecks, the entry from Milton 

Road diverts all traffic past eldery residents homes, the 

traffic at Joppa on Joppa Road has risen substantially with 

only one crossing point. Emergency services, carers & 

nurses are wasting precious time potentially resulting in 

loss of life. Overall, a complete waste of time & money 

with all logic out the window. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The impact on the environment is considerably worsened 

with large volumes of traffic being forced to travel further. No No

Absolutely not - Brunstane Road should be designated a 

one way road - that would be a simple & sensible solution 

& allow access for emergency vehicles.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has simply moved the traffic issues to other parts of 

Joppa. Also when the residents of BR purchased their 

properties they would have been aware of traffic issues. 

Treating one group of residents better is hardly treating 

all residents of the area equally Slight increase More people parking Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Just leave things as they were and get on with improving 

the roads which are full of potholes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

By completely shutting off the road multiple problems 

have arisen.

Firstly and most importantly it has increased danger for 

women and girls at night. That road is a common through 

road for pedestrian women travelling from the various 

bus stops at the top of the road down towards the 

portobello high street. Now that there is no through 

traffic that road is completely deserted at night. As a 

residential area it is not particularly well lit either (as this 

would be disturbing to the neighbours) which again 

increases dangers. I as a woman walking home from the 

bus stop at night now feel unsafe. If the road were even 

made one way this increased danger would ease.

Secondly, although this is minor in comparison, the traffic 

in Joppa has now increased substantially which is a 

nuisance for neighbours on all other streets.

Thirdly and finally, I am concerned about the access for 

emergency vehicles with this road being closed? Surely 

this now means they will have to drive straight up the 

portobello high street which is very congested to reach 

other parts of Joppa? This could cause very dangerous 

delays.

It feels like the well-being of the entire neighbourhood is 

being sacrificed for the comfort of one street. Making the Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

More traffic means more car fumes and traffic has 

increased significantly. No

Walking and cycling are not suitable alternatives when 

have to travel to certain parts of town that are far away. 

Public transport also has inadequate connections 

between the east and north parts of the city. No

Open the road to one way traffic, increase public 

transport provision for routs from east to north of the 

city.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The new measures restrict motor vehicle access in and 

out of Portobello considerably and this causes congestion 

in other areas, particularly along the High Street. Vehicle 

access south for residents in Joppa and neighbouring 

areas of Portobello requires a considerable detour. Slight increase There has been an increase in cars parking in our street. Disagree

Because of the limited access for vehicles in and out of 

Portobello there has been more traffic congestion on 

Portobello High Street and Brighton Place. Disagree

Vehicles in the immediate area of Brunstane Road have to 

make a longer journey to access routes south and this 

requires increased use of fuel. Congestion caused by re-

routing traffic creates pollution in the High Street. Not Answered

When I need to access routes south or south west of the 

city these alternatives aren’t an option. No

I think that Brunstane Road should be re-opened to 

motor vehicles with access from Milton Road only and 

that the bridge should be closed to vehicles travelling 

south. These vehicles should be allowed to access Milton 

Road via routes through Coillesdene. I think cyclists 

should be re-routed off Brunstane Road to avoid 

congestion since there are alternative routes available for 

cyclists.

As an individual  Agree

Down sides: A lot of people used the affected roads to 

commute e.g. to get from east side or Portobello / Joppa 

to the bypass and I imagine it has impacted deliveries to 

homes and shops.

Up sides: Some of the closed routes provide a safer way 

to get between car-free paths for walking and cycling (e.g. 

Brunstane Road connects the innocent path to the prom). Significant decrease

There are still a few vehicles entering my street, turning 

round and going back as if they didn't know about the 

closure. Traffic noise overnight is much less. Don’t know. The traffic on Portobello high street is maybe a bit worse? Agree

People in the street will have switched from car to 

walking for short local journeys. 

It seems that more cyclists are using the road because it 

feels safer.

However, longer journeys that were using Brunstane 

Road to get to a local destination e.g. Portobello or Joppa 

will probably just take a detour rather that switch to a 

more environmentally friendly mode of transport. Yes

The closures mean we can't drive directly to Portobello, 

we walk there instead. 

The kids can now cycle on the road instead of having to 

walk on the pavement until they got to a safe path. Yes

Would be great if there was an easier way for cyclists to 

get from the innocent path to Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase Disagree Disagree No

I still need to make the same number of journeys by car: 

just now they are now longer. No

As an individual  Strongly agree

walking and cycling up and down Brunstane Road is now 

a joy. It allows quick links to the Fort and to wider cycle 

networks without having to engage with the vehicle 

problems on Brunstane Road No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree Yes

much safer and more enjoyable walking and cycling 

access via Bruntsane Road Yes

As an individual  Agree Slight increase Disagree Disagree No Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Agree

There are complaints about more traffic on Coillesdene 

Rd and vehicles often exceed the speed limit.  I pointed 

out several times to the Council that the ETRO had this 

major flaw since the scheme did not close off Coillesdene 

Rd to rat-running.

Also, the Council's ETRO plan included traffic calming 

measures (narrowing) on Coillesdene Rd but these have 

not been installed.  Why is this?

The fact that there is rat-running through the Joppa 

Triangle just goes to show that the ETRO has resulted in 

traffic being displaced from Brunstane Rd and is now 

finding short-cuts through the Joppa Triangle to get back 

to Portobello.  This was predictable.

So, the ETRO being applied is basically flawed and the 

results of residents' opinions about the traffic situation 

before and after the ETRO was introduced, are 

compromised. Not Answered n/a Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

Brunstane Rd is too narrow to take through traffic, having 

probably been constructed for traffic volumes at least 50 

years ago.  People living along that street have been 

fighting for decades to get it closed to through traffic and 

if it reopened this fighting will start again.  Equally, if 

there's rat-running through the Coillesdenes, residents 

there will complain.

The only solution is to keep Brunstane Rd closed to 

through traffic and design road closures within the Joppa 

Triangle to stop rat-running there.

If the Council is going to achieve low-traffic-

neighbourhoods in the City, it has to bite-the-bullet and 

push through-traffic on to wider streets, even if people in 

these neighbourhoods complain that they have to travel 

further to exit their area.

For the remaining 12 months of the ETRO, close off the 

Joppa Triangle to non-residents to stop rat-running.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The overall amount of traffic seems to have decreased in 

the Coillesdene triangle

For those people living with a vehicle the distances 

travelled to get out of the triangle has increased

I personally now travel approx 3 miles further on average 

per week to get to The Fort or Musselburgh but the gains 

in quieter traffic passing by makes it worhwhile Slight decrease Don’t know. Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Agree Slight increase Disagree

The traffic in Duddingston View has increased, can we 

have similar measures? Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree More traffic on our side, road surface is being affected. Significant increase Faster, careless driving. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Cars have to stop and start more, turning and changing 

gears, driving further. No No

Take in the accounts and considerations of residents 

wishes within the wider surrounding area.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Agree Agree

Perhaps more people are encouraged to cycle as a result 

of road access changes. Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

I was originally against the closure and thought a one way 

system would have been better - there was no way the 

existing 2 way system on what is basically a lane could 

continue.

However the area has been transformed - no more 

harassment, swearing that my grandchildren can hear 

even although I don’t live in the road, car horns and cars 

constantly being bashed. The trial has been a huge 

success. Slight increase

People ignore the signs and continue to drive down 

Brunstane Road and then turn in my street. Strongly agree Strongly agree

No more exhaust emissions from standing cars and 

lorries who could get blocked on Brunstane Road for 20 

minutes or more. Yes

Streets around Brunstane Road are far more suitable for 

cycling now including Brunstane Road itself which serves 

as a quiet route linking the cycle path from 

Asda/Innocent Railway to Promenade. Yes

Has hugely helped the environment and has encouraged 

more cycling and walking.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The scheme has been fully successful in its stated aim of 

traffic calming, certainly in this part of Brunstane Road. It 

has meant some significant detours for me (especially to 

reach Portobello High Street) but that is a small price for 

the much more civilised traffic activity in the street. Slight decrease

Still a good many vehicles circulating but much easier to 

manoeuvre. Don’t know. Neither agree nor disagree Yes

I have tended to escape the house more given the less 

fraught traffic conditions. Yes

The trial has been a positive development for any one not 

using the R pad as a ‘rat run’. No. The current trial is a pretty good model.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Changes have only served to a) increase journey times 

(and emissions) and b) re-route traffic onto other 

residential streets. Not clear what the benefit has been 

(other than to the residents of Brunstane Road from the 

railway bridge to Milton Road). Slight decrease Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Longer car journeys with more emissions. Have not 

noticed an increase in pedestrians or bicycles at lower 

end of Brunstane road. No

The closure has only caused inconvenience- not changed 

habits. No

Look at more balanced options (eg one-way or passing 

places) for Brunstane Road reopening.

The consultation process was very poorly handled with a 

noisy minority of residents given precedent, and with 

wider benefits justified on the basis of non-existent 

environmental benefits. 

The implementation has been mixed with some 

improvements (eg additional signage) being made after 

the initial closure. That said, I have witnessed several near 

misses at the junction of Milton Dr/Milton Rd as cars try 

to come down the new one-way street. Would 

recommended additional safety measures are taken at 

this junction if the closure remains.

As an individual  Agree

In general I think the closures have been beneficial, 

however, signing could be better - as a cyclist it's not very 

clear which routes from Milton Road East are available.  

This is also results in cars driving unnecessarily far as they 

search for a through route. No change Neither agree nor disagree Agree No Yes But see comments about signage above

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Living in Argyle Crescent which adjoins Brunstane Road 

there has been a completely unnecessary number of 

miles covered in the ludicrous diversions either along to 

Eastfield and doubling back or ploughing through the one 

way and blocked off streets in the Coillesdenes. No change Strongly disagree

I feel extremely sorry for the Coillesdene residents who 

bought their houses in quiet residential streets which this 

diversion has changed into a rat run.  Brunstane Road 

residents bought their houses knowing it was a busy 

road. The TRO has done nothing but benefit them at the 

expense of all the surrounding streets and main roads. Strongly disagree

Extra mileage in cars inevitably means more pollution. 

Absolute fact. Extra mileage incurs extra petrol. 

More traffic noise in quiet residential streets. Increased 

danger to pedestrians, children and animals in all 

Coillesdene streets. Yes I’ve been forced to drive a lot more. No

Definitely not. 

Despite all sorts of claims and excuses there has still not 

been a trial at going one way down Brunstane Road. It’s 

one of the most sensible suggestions so why has this not 

been ‘trialled’  Perhaps instead of a full closure or opening 

of this road, there could be an extended TRO when it is 

actually tried out as one way. It might incur maybe 2 

more speed bumps to avoid the residents’ fear of 

speeding but this would be a very worthwhile experiment 

for the whole triangle.

More of the surrounding streets should be involved and 

consulted. It’s an arterial road and it affects a lot more 

than just the residents.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As well as any traffic benefits, crossing the junction at 

Brunstane road with Milton Road as a pedestrian has 

become less life threatening. No change I'm on Milton road proper - difficult to see any change. Agree Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant increase Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

I would like to see more restrictions on traffic that is still 

using the coillesdenes as a quick route from Joppa road to 

Milton road east.

As an individual  Strongly agree Reduction in traffic on Brunstane Road is very welcome Significant decrease Agree

Through traffic on some Coillesdene streets has been 

reduced Strongly agree Much less noise and pollution on Brunstane Road No Yes

As an individual  Agree No change Agree Neither agree nor disagree Don’t know Yes

As an individual  Agree

as a resident in the area the changes have been an 

improvement in that less traffic is being experienced in 

the residential streets which is safer for elders and young 

children playing Significant increase Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes walked and cycled alot more Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This ETRO was planned and promoted by, and for the 

benefit of, a very small number of residents, and has 

created unnecessary tension within the community.  I 

have attended several meetings on this issue, and it 

astonishes me that the Council completely ignored the 

views of the vast majority of respondents in the previous 

consultation - I think around 80% - who were against this 

ETRO.  I don't think many views have changed. 

There was a lot of support for making Brunstane Road 

one way, down from Milton Road rather than closing it 

completely.  Given that residents park on both sides of 

the street, the speed is automatically restricted.  The 

speed survey that was carried out prior to the closure 

showed that the vast majority of drivers do not exceed 

the speed limit on this street. A listening, responsive 

Council would have, at the very least, trialled this idea 

before creating the chaos it has by simply rerouting traffic.

It has not reduced traffic, simply rerouted it for the 

convenience of the few.  it has created more traffic on 

streets that are equally narrow to Brunstane Road, which 

makes no sense to me, and created a major 

inconvenience for the majority, increasing journey times 

to main arteries and to Portobello centre.

Equally, no thought was given to the volume of traffic 

which resulted on Brighton Place, which has created a 

dangerous bottleneck at Southfield place, which is also 

narrower than Brunstane Road with parking on both sides Slight increase

Because traffic in the high street has increased, with 

traffic travelling to Brighton Place rather than Eastfield, 

drivers use Straiton Place as a shortcut to Bath Street 

(and always have!) to avoid long queues on the High 

Street.  This has increased since the closure of Brunstane 

Road. Strongly disagree

See comments above!

I am concerned about the impact on the community, this 

change has been totally unnecessary, and poorly thought 

through, and has created tension in the community. 

It has created more traffic in the Coillesdene area, and no 

thought was given to the demographic who are affected 

by this change.  Traffic is now encouraged in an area 

which includes housing for the elderly - who deserve 

more consideration in my opinion than the residents at 

the top of brunstane Road. 

 It has only benefitted  the residents at the top of 

Brunstane Road, NOBODY else.  Please reconsider this 

daft idea Strongly disagree

Journey times are longer because of the rerouting - it 

makes no sense No

All I have done is driven further to get to the A1 and the 

bypass No

Make it one way.

Ban heavy goods vehicles from Brunstane Road and 

Coillesdene roads

Add speed reducing measures eg speed bumps on 

Brunstane road if this is necessary. 

One of the complaints made by Brunstane Road residents 

was damage to their cars.  

If double yellow lines were added to one side of the road, 

and speed bumps were added to the street, speed would 

be restricted and damage to residents cars would be 

reduced.

My only suggestion would be to actually listen the views 

of residents - I am astonished by the tension this move 

has created - largely due to the unwillingness of the 

council to listen to the views of the residents.

Please consider using social media to advertise proposed 

changes in our community.  I attended a meeting last 

night about traffic and parking in Portobello, organised by 

our community council. I only found out about it by 

change, in the same way I found out about the initial 

meeting about Brustane Road by chance.  I have also 

written to Portobello community council to ask them to 

use social media to highlight these important proposals 

to our community.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It is noticeably quieter and feels much safer with fewer 

speeding cars Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree

I think people are making fewer car journeys because they 

are discouraged from making short journeys by the small 

inconvenience. Also, the area feels generally calmer and 

safer. Yes

I now think twice before jumping in the car and I choose 

to walk or cycle short journeys Yes

In general it has been a success but, I understand that 

some streets will be much busier. If Milton Drive, Milton 

Terrace and others were also closed to motor vehicles so 

that vehicles had to go down to the traffic lights at 

Eastfield, more people would be discouraged from short 

car journeys and more streets would be quieter and safer.

As an individual  Disagree

There is increased traffic in the Coillesdene Streets and 

Milton Drive/Terrace are much busier. Emergency 

services take longer to reach a house on a call and 

ambulances get to the Royal Infirmary due to having to 

drive further. Most people do not go to Eastfield but cut 

through the Coillesdene area. Slight decrease

Vastly increased traffic in the short term due to poor 

signage but reduced traffic now in Coillesdene Crescent 

where my fathers house is BUT surrounding streets are 

busier especially the Avenue and Milton Terrace/Drive Disagree

Brighton Place is now busier and often a traffic jam due 

buses struggling to get past the parked cars Disagree

more pollution due to increase in distance required to get 

between A&B due to the road closures No No

Definitely not, making Brunstane Road one way with a 2 

way cycling would make much mere sense

Trials like this one are good as they allow residents see 

how a scheme works in practice
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My family and I feel that the restrictions are not required.  

 They have caused nothing but upset to many people and 

longer journeys that are not necessary. Brunstane Road 

should be ONE WAY! Up or down we don’t care. The 

other remaining roads around collesidene should open up 

freely. I understand the disturbance caused on brunstane 

road in the past, so like so many of us have said 

previously, fix it by by making it ONE WAY. Road closures 

are NOT necessary!!  Please reconsider and open up our 

roads. Thank you Significant increase Strongly disagree

Local shops have suffered, missing out on passing trade!  

More traffic in our side streets! Strongly disagree People using more fuel as routes are longer No No Listen to the public

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

An accident waiting to happen. Children are no longer 

safe, like they used to be! Strongly disagree

Surely there is no one who thinks this trial has had a 

positive effect? I haven’t spoken to anyone who thinks it 

has. Strongly disagree

There is a huge increase in the volume (and speed) of 

traffic in Coillesdene Avenue. Yes I frequently walk in the area. No

It has turned our quiet residential street into a busy noisy 

one with people frequently driving way over the speed 

limit.

No, as it would appear that although residents were 

consulted CEC implemented the measures even although 

they were strongly opposed by what I’m led to believe 

we’re a majority of local residents!

As an individual  Agree No change I live in Northfield, so I haven't noticed any major changes. Agree

I don't think there's been much change, though maybe 

some positive. Agree No

I already do that a lot, though better cycling 

infrastructure, in general, would make the journey more 

comfortable. The roads are generally not safe for cycling 

unless you're quite experienced. Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly agree

The road is so peaceful with only residents cars cyclists 

and pedestrians who are no longer worry about the speed 

of road rage. Significant decrease Don’t know. Strongly agree Yes

It is an absolute joy to walk down Brunstane Road as 

there is very little traffic and I definately feel it is so much 

safer. Yes

The impact has also made it much safer for children 

walking to school and the disabled with their mobility 

scooters.

I am no expert but suggest the council listen to what 

residents in any road in Edinburgh have to say.

As an individual  Strongly agree Quiet, safe and sensible project. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Pleasure to walk up / down Brunstane Road now. Yes I now walk to the Kings Manor gym. Yes

Portobello High Street needs no parking on one side as it 

is often blocked with buses unable to progress.

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Agree Yes Yes

Not Answered Not Answered Not Answered Not Answered Not Answered Not Answered Not Answered

I think this is a pointless exercise from the council

The outcome from your previous survey was 80% against 

and 20% for. the so called traffic calming.and yet the trial 

went ahead anyway

I have no doubt the decision has been made and the 

inconvenience to Portobello and Joppa residents will 

continue.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I don’t drive but I can see the impact it’s having on drivers 

taking longer journeys to access the bypass from 

portobello. It’s made Joppa road much busier with traffic. 

I’ve noticed the change when waiting for a bus and how 

much longer journeys are taking. Drivers turning up 

Morton st are turning too quickly into the street which is 

dangerous for pedestrians. Slight decrease

Not as much traffic but still too fast coming around the 

corner up the street. Disagree Streets are still as congested as ever. Disagree

Longer journeys causing more car fumes and speed due 

to impatience. No No

I think brunstane road would be far better to be a one 

way system coming from Milton east. Brunstane road 

residents are still parking on the pavements so blocking 

the bridge hasn’t changed that problem for pedestrians.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a pedestrian I find it safer and more comfortable to 

walk along this road now. No change Don’t know. Strongly agree Less congested traffic in a narrow road Don’t know Yes

Wider roads round about are better suited for the traffic 

that previously went down Brunstane Rd.

Face to face consultation events through neighbourhood 

partnership meetings including the use of computer 

simulation tools to illustrate the likely impact of change.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The measures have increased the traffic in the Coillesdene 

area, as the residents of Coillesdene expected they would. 

The restrictions in Coillesdene have caused confusion and 

sees vans and cars cutting in and out of various streets as 

they try to cut through and decipher where they are able 

to go. Undoubtedly the residents of Coillesdene Crescent 

will have seen a decrease in traffic but not so for the rest 

of the area. As was put to the Council, on more than one 

occasion, the better solution is to make Brunstane Road a 

one-way from Milton Road into Portobello. As has also 

been said on several occasions, the residents of 

Brunstane Road knew the issues when they bought their 

houses. The needs of the few have been met to the 

detriment of the many. Democracy on its head. This was 

highlighted by the residents survey carried out by the 

Council and published in the papers. Edinburgh Council 

has made its mind up and the views of those affected are 

paid lip service to enable the Council to tick an 

'engagement' box. Significant increase

The traffic coming up Coillesdene Drive has increased 

significantly and there has been one accident so far, 

caused by someone not realising it is a 'give way' at the 

top of the hill and them continuing through, crashing into 

another car. This exact scenario has been witnessed on 

many occasions, thankfully no others involving a collision, 

as drivers are forced to cut into an area they are not 

familiar with. Don’t know.

Other than Brunstane Road and Coillesdene Crescent 

residents, I fail to see where this has had a positive 

impact. Strongly disagree The volume of traffic is simply diverted, not reduced. No

We walk and cycle to our local area, as we always have. 

The only difference is the volume of traffic we now have 

to be mindful of on our residential streets. No Brunstane Road should be made on-way, as above.

The Council could actually pay some heed to opinions of 

residents rather than come to these 'schemes' with a 

solution already in mind, which is then followed 

regardless of public opinion.

As an individual  Agree

While the traffic order has reduced flow of vehicles 

(except L drivers) past our house and reduced traffic 

speed, it has just changed the flow of vehicles in other 

streets, rather than forcing all through traffic to go via 

Eastfield Traffic Lights. There is still a 'fast run' down from 

Milton Road to the Portobello road.

To make this traffic measure work further measures are 

needed to stop the existing through traffic taking 

shortcuts and clear signage is needed to say that this is 

residents only. Also signage is required to help visitors as 

we have had friends totally lost in how to get to our 

house.

We have observed delivery drivers ignoring the one way 

in/out streets sign Significant decrease

Significant decrease but now used by L drivers going 

round and round and sitting outside our house with 

engine running doing teaching. Strongly agree

Better signage needed to indicate that the 'triangle ' from 

Brunstane Rd to Eastfield is a resident only area and not 

for thro traffic. SOme calming measures would also help 

this. Strongly agree Reduced noise and fumes No Yes Plus signage and comments already made above

As an individual  Disagree

Heavy traffic at times has switched to Brighton Place and 

with improvements in the setts 

many vehicles are moving at high speeds. Significant increase As above. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree There is more pressure on the High Street. No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Before the closure Brunstane Rd was a noisy dangerous 

rat run! Damage to parked and moving cars was almost 

daily! Regular incidents of road rage were common with 

residents becoming involved to mediate! Since the 

closure there has been virtually nothing to report, calm, 

we still get cars speeding down to the bridge then back 

up but these are setting down! It’s lovely to see groups/ 

families  of cyclists and runners using the Road! All in all a 

huge success! Significant decrease

Not only has the volume of traffic reduced but the type of 

traffic. We no longer get HGVs and coaches squeezing up 

and down ! The traffic is greatly reduced and now only 

residents vehicles or delivery vehicles use the Road. Neither agree nor disagree

I’m not aware of the impact on surrounding areas! I think 

it’s common knowledge that there are significant long 

term traffic issues in the Portobello area which should be 

addressed! Strongly agree

The air pollution in the area must have reduced 

significantly! Brunstane Rd is now a much calmer less 

stressful environment to live in! We don’t need to worry 

about our vehicles being damaged while parked! Yes

Often before the trial it was unsafe to cycle in the street. I 

would regularly have to dismount and push my bike on 

the pavement to avoid oncoming traffic! We can now 

cycle in safety! Yes

The Brunstane Road part of the experiment has been a 

great success! I know it’s still possible to get through the 

Coillesdene area rather than going round . This may need 

to be tweaked depending on the views of the residents.

This has been a very difficult process for the Brunstane 

Road residents and has been many many years of work to 

get to this stage! The process must be streamlined to 

assist local communities struggling to cope with the ever 

increasing volumes of traffic particularly given the huge 

increase in house building going ahead!

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Agree

I support most of the measures as twp way traffic on 

Brunstane Road was a nightmare but I still feel that one 

way traffic (probably south to north) would be helpful 

and workable. Slight increase Difficult to be sure but I suspect a slight increase. Don’t know. Neither agree nor disagree No Don't know/No opinion

As above would like to see one way traffic on Brunstane 

Road

As an individual  Strongly agree

I am a cyclist and find the road to be considerably safer 

without the through traffic - through traffic using this 

route as a rat run. Through traffic anywhere using the 

route as a rat run is dangerous - the drivers are only 

generally interested in getting where they want to go as 

fast as possible regardless of other road users, or even 

pedestrians, dog walkers, residents etc   Traffic ought to 

be channelled onto main roads appropriate to that level 

of traffic. People on bikes on the other hand ought to 

have as many safe access routes as possible. This would 

encourage cycling - we need as much of that as we can 

get to minimise pollution and congestion. Not Answered I do not live in the street Don’t know. Agree

The environment of the street in question is undoubtedly 

better - calmer, cleaner and safer No Yes

Prioritise people over vehicles. Consult residents of all 

street and consult users of the street. Discourage through 

traffic of vehicles only using cut throughs to speed the 

journey.

As an individual  Agree Less traffic in Coillesdene Gardens Significant decrease No longer a through route to East Milton Road Agree Agree Yes Cycled Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It means that it adds considerably to the distance 

travelled to get to the A1 or City by Pass.

It means that the residents in Coillesdene Ave, Woodside 

Terrace, Milton Drive and Milton Terrace have a great 

increase in traffic unnecessarily for the benefit of a few. Significant increase

At the lower end of Morton Street for entry into 

Woodside Terrace and

Coillesdene Avenue. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

I don’t see how this is possible with people adding a 

considerable distance to their journeys with the added 

pollution created and costs involved. No No

I would like it to be scrapped completely. 

I do not understand why so many residents are 

inconvenienced for the benefit of  the few living  at the 

top end of Brunstane Road. They knew the traffic 

situation when they bought their property or the cyclists 

who have alternative routes in this area to choose from.

I am concerned that as far as I am aware there has been 

no monitoring of Milton Terrace. I wrote to my councillor 

regarding this and was promised a reply when he heard 

from the traffic department. I have had no response!

Was the traffic on this street monitored and when and for 

how long?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I would agree two way traffic in Brunstane was dangerous 

however the way the trail has been implemented has just 

moved the issue to Milton Drive Significant increase

The traffic that used Brunstane is now diverting to Milton 

Drive resulting in a considerable increase in traffic. 

Considering Miton Drive borders a sheltered housing 

complex I consider that has increased the possibility of an 

accident involving an elderly person. Don’t know. Neither agree nor disagree No No

As previously indicated, I agree two-way traffic in 

Brunstane was dangerous however the trail in my opinion 

has only diverted the issue, I consider a one way system 

would be a better solution with traffic being allowed 

down Brunstane  Road towards Joppa .

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The new measures restrict motor vehicle access in and 

out of Portobello considerably and this causes congestion 

in other areas, particularly along the High Street.  Vehicle 

access south and west of the city for residents in Joppa 

and neighbouring areas requires a minimum detour of 

1.5miles and this is if vehicles cut through the 

Coillesdenes and via Milton Drive.  It would be useful to 

know the results of any survey carried out on the impact 

of the changes to the residents of these streets. No change Disagree

Because of the limited access for vehicles in and out of 

Portobello I have noticed that there has been more traffic 

congestion on Portobello High Street and Brighton Place. I 

would like to know whether there has been a survey of 

volume of traffic in the Coillesdenes and Milton Drive 

during this period and whether traffic volume has 

increased. Disagree

Because of the limited access for vehicles in and out of 

Portobello, I have noticed that there has been more 

traffic congestion on Portobello High Street and Brighton 

Place.  I would like to know what the impact of the 

changes has been on the Coillesdenes and Milton Drive 

during this period and whether traffic volume has 

increased. No

These alternatives are not an option when I need to 

access routes south and west of the city. No

I think that Brunstane Road should be re-opened to 

motor vehicles with access from Milton Road East only, 

and that the bridge should be closed to vehicles travelling 

in the other direction up Brunstane Road.  These vehicles 

should be allowed to access Milton Road East via any of 

the routes through Coillesdene.  I think that the section of 

Brunstane Road from Milton Road East as far as Joppa 

Station Place should be designated one-way to motor 

vehicles and cyclists.

I think that the consultation process is a good thing for 

local democracy and I would like information on how to 

access the results of surveys that have been carried out 

as part of the consultation process.

As an individual  Agree

The changes have, on the whole, been of great benefit to 

residents of Brunstane Road particularly those who live in 

the section between south of the railway bridge and 

Milton Rd. This is the section which experienced the 

majority of problems pre-closure. 

The mitigation measures in the Coillesdenes, however, 

seem to need further adjustments. 

On several occasions I have seen drivers blatantly 

ignoring the no entry sign at Milton Dr and even seen a 

car squeezing through on the pavement between the 

planter and wall in order to turn right from Coillesdene 

Gdns onto Milton Road.

Also the increase in traffic winding its way through the 

Coillesdenes indicates that further adjustments are 

needed (Council Traffic Surveys Oct 2021-June 2022). Significant decrease

Prior to the closure of Brunstane Rd the volume of traffic 

was that associated with a much more major road with 

approximately 1800 vehicles passing through per day. 

The traffic counts showed that numbers were evenly 

distributed between north to south and south to north.

Brunstane road is a low density residential street with no 

off street parking for the terraced houses. 

The speed humps are fairly low and vehicles negotiate 

them easily without slowing down.

Some vehicles have been still ignoring/missing the road 

signs coming down. They have to go down to the bridge 

then turn and return, sometimes aggressively.

In recent weeks these incidents have decreased. Neither agree nor disagree

New builds in Portobello, especially in Baileyfield and the 

creation of New Brunstane will bring more challenges for 

the local main roads. Given that car ownership continues 

to increase it is imperative that a wide planned strategy is 

implemented across Portobello and any other residential 

area of the city with similar historically narrow roads.

Traffic needs to be directed onto the main roads which 

were designed for heavier usage.

A traffic management plan is necessary for the main 

roads in order to cope with 

a) traffic which used to pass through the minor roads

b) the growth of new build car ownership 

c) planning of a rail link to the city to reduce commuter 

traffic . Agree

Pre-closure of Brunstane Rd residents were being exposed 

to the pollution produced by an average of 1800 vehicles 

both petrol and diesel plus the toxins produced by  tyre 

abrasion dust.

Since closure traffic numbers have reduced dramatically 

to just over 500 per day.

The black dust particles on our bathroom suite (Upstairs 

bathroom faces Brunstane Rd) were quite noticeable pre 

closure and are now negligable.

Brunstane Rd is also in close proximity to The Sir Harry 

Lauder Bypass, Milton Road (A199) with its associated 

high volumes of traffic, noise and pollution.

On the west many properties back onto the rail line which 

often has diesel trains sitting with engines running 

producing toxic diesel fumes. Yes

I grew up in Edinburgh, walked short distances and used 

the buses for longer trips.

Our family were not car owners.

I continue this pattern to this day, but now own a hybrid 

car which is used for larger shopping trips and long 

distance trips.

As I now live near a local station I often use that to 

connect to Waverley and further rail destinations. 

A combined ticket for all of Edinburgh's public transport 

is needed, as is common in most other capital and major 

cities Yes

With further mitigation in the Coillesdenes and better 

road signage.

More detailed consultation would help residents to feel 

they have been listened to.

eg the council found traffic lights at the railway bridge not 

a viable option to road closure.

Visual aids showing how traffic would build up and cause 

back ups would have illustrated this.

As only 50% of traffic came from Milton Road show how 

this would not work for cyclists and the other 50% of 

vehicle traffic.

Merely saying that the council looked at this and it wasn't 

viable results in a negative attitude to any change.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is now like a normal residental. Before 

the closure it was like an arterial commuter road. Significant decrease

We still get the occasional person following their GPS and 

not reading the signs at the entrance to the road. 

Commercial GPS's (Google, Apple, TomTom) are still out 

of date and show the roads as completely open. 

OpenStreetMap is is mostly correct, because it is updated 

by the public. Don’t know.

I think the effect has been mixed. 

Agyle Crescent probably has less traffic. 

There is no reason why Brighton Place should be any 

busier, unless it is rat runners (or GPS-sheep) using it to 

get to Fort Kinnard instead of using the A199 and A1.

I know the rats are using the Coilesdenes even though it 

takes as much time as using JoppaRd+MiltonRd (2m20s  

longer than Brunstane Rd if there were no traffic jams on 

BR. Quicker than BR on most days). Strongly agree

Less fumes and dirt in the air and inside the houses. 

Less fuel consumption from speeding and braking for the 

speed bumps and traffic jams (almost steady vehicle 

speeds along Joppa Rd and Milton Rd).

Fewer car repairs and discarding of broken plastic. Yes We can now safely wheel and walk along Brunstane Road. Yes

The barriers and signage need adjusting. 

The "No Through Road" signs at the south end of 

Brunstane Road are not visible until the last moment 

when travelling east from Milton Link. This is where most 

of the north-bound traffic on BR comes from. Nobody 

turns into BR from the east (west bound on Milton Rd) 

but that is where the signs are most visible.

Some cars have been seen squeezing past the south 

barrier on Brunstane Road (but could not get past the 

north barrier so had to do a 20-point turn on the bridge).

Cars have been seen using the footpath to get through 

the Coillesdene Crescent barrier.

MANY cars have been seen going into Milton Drive from 

Milton Rd against the one-way restriction. No policing = 

no restriction. It probably need a complete blocking (like 

many modern cities do).

Certainly make the forums as open as possible so that 

nobody can say they were not consulted. 

What seems to be lacking in this case is the non-residents 

saying they were ignored, even though their concerns and 

suggestions were addressed. 

You need to make your responses/findings/reasoning 

more visible , and tailored to:

- Social media (where most of the complainers are. eg 

PortyPeople on Facebook).

- People who don't listen/look - so you need to say it 

multiple times, in short sentences with words of 2 

syllables or less. Advertise your response in lots of places 

and multiple times.

As an individual  Strongly agree Reduced traffic volumes and speeds Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree No I walk a lot anyway so it has had no impact Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

A huge improvement to the whole area - much quieter 

back streets.

You just need to prosecute the taxis who routinely ignore 

the 'no entry' signs. No change

we are on Seaview terrace - no noticeable change (and 

none expected) Strongly agree Strongly agree No Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Agree

I have noticed a big improvement in traffic density on my 

street (Coillesdene Gardens) which is good - less noise 

and disturbance + safer and easier to gain access to and 

from the house - particularly when I'm using my bicycle. 

The junction of the Crescent, Gardens and Milton Road 

which is now blocked off is much safer to use now - it 

used to be quite hazardous crossing over on foot as it is a 

wide junction and cars would come round the corner very 

quickly and unexpectedly.  If nothing else please keep this 

junction blocked - as it stood it was an accident waiting to 

happen. Slight decrease

There is definitely less traffic using the Gardens - but 

there are still significant numbers of cars using the area 

as a cut through to gain access to and from Portobello.

If this scheme is going to be a success it's really important 

you go further to restrict through traffic - we've often 

seen people turning round in our street, if less so as the 

scheme gets known - but if you're trying to establish safe 

residential neighbourhoods which encourage active travel 

- the elimination of through traffic must be a priority - 

and you've not achieved that - and as such the scheme 

will always come across as half-baked which is really 

unfortunate. Neither agree nor disagree

I don't recognise any particular impact more broadly with 

the larger Portobello area - but - Brunstane Road is now 

much safer and easier to use with the bicycle and this 

effect extends on to Argyle Crescent so that accessing 

Portobello by foot and bicycle has improved with these 

quieter roads.  There are definite benefits for active travel 

in what's been done - but more is required to eliminate 

through traffic. Agree

Definitely a step in the right direction - but more calming 

is needed to allow all to benefit. Don’t know

I've always accessed Portobello by bicycle and by foot - 

that's not changed but it's now easier, safer and quieter. Yes

I would like the scheme to be go further - but - if that's 

not an option I prefer the present scheme to what we had 

previously. 

In particular the blocking off of the junction of Milton 

Road and Coillesdene Crescent - and Gardens - should be 

permanent.

There was good notice of what was planned and intended 

- there's always scope for more personal contact though.

As an individual  Agree

Very annoying to have to do a detour, but definitely far 

better than before.Brunstane road was a horrendous rat 

run, with damage done to cars, regular traffic jams of up 

to 20 cars and a lot of shouting and road rage.Oarticularly 

bad were the Van's and lorries which jammed up the 

road. It was not safe No change Neither agree nor disagree

I can understand people in Coillesdene complaining about 

increased road traffic  but it pales in comparison to the 

huge number of vehicles going down a narrow residential 

street Strongly agree

So much better for residents of Brunstane road and 

walkers and cyclists Don’t know More pedestrians and cyclists using road Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic problem has simply been shifted throughout 

the area.  Vehicles now have to travel further down 

Milton Road East to turn left if heading east.

Drivers still try to turn left into Milton Drive despite 

signposts showing No Entry.  This is going to result in an 

accident.  Those that realise that they can't turn left then 

head back into traffic without looking.  Horns blare all the 

time outside my house now and I'm afraid of a serious 

accident.  I now have traffic on both sides of the house.

If I'm approaching from the east, I have to do a U turn on 

the main road to get into my drive as I can't approach 

from any sidestreets to then be on the right side of the 

road to gain access as they're all blocked off before my 

house.  This is hardly a safe manoeuvre as well as being 

very inconvenient.

Is it possible to turn Brunstane Road into a one -way 

system?  This would prevent traffic travelling further 

down the road and would ease congestion if no traffic can 

pass the other way in a one way system.

Drivers are just flouting the rules and signs.  I've seen a 

council bin lorry entering Milton Drive despite the signage. Significant increase

Traffic now has to travel further down Milton Road East 

and traffic wanting access to the main road now emerge 

from Milton Drive.  I have much more traffic on both 

sides now. Strongly disagree

Drivers just do what they want despite the signage 

leading to road rage and horns blaring when they get it 

wrong.  Cars are pulling back out into oncoming traffic on 

the main road when they realise they can't turn left down 

sidestreets.  There are a number of near misses on a daily 

basis.  Vehicles brake heavily and horns blare all the time. Strongly disagree

Traffic has to travel further down the road as they can't 

turn left into Brunstane Road and then have to travel for 

several streets before they can turn left.  This is polluting 

the atmosphere more and causing higher mileage to be 

travelled if you live in the area. No

The trial is about traffic calming.  It's had the opposite 

effect in my opinion. No

I definitely do not want the trial made permanent in its 

current form.

Can Brunstane Road be made into a one-way system?

Colliesdene Crescent has a wide approach off Milton Road 

East.  This a better situation for allowing two-way traffic 

as there's more room to manoeuvre rather than into 

narrow side streets with blind corners.

More consultation is needed with residents.  Perhaps 

door to door consultations would achieve a higher 

success rate rather than surveys.  The area has a high 

number of elderly residents that are not all online.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I see no benefit to this complete waste of time and 

money.

All it has done is divert traffic to the surrounding streets 

and increased the journey time and therefore the carbon 

footprint for anyone trying to go from A to B. Significant increase

There is obvious deterioration in the roads now expected 

to take the increased flow of traffic with visible lumps of 

tarmac now broken off and new potholes added to those 

that already existed. Strongly disagree

What was already a traffic hotspot has now become 

worse, with surrounding roads in gridlock at peak times. Strongly disagree

Three to four times a week I need to drive west to Fort 

Kinnaird, Mortonhall or Fairmile head. I now need to 

drive east one block before turning back west and on 

return I need to travel one block further east and then 

turn back. Obviously expending more carbon emissions 

than I did previously. No No

Any future schemes should have tangible benefits that 

exceed the implementation costs.

As an individual  Agree

This is a residential area that deserves to be protected 

from excessive and dangerous car and van usage as is 

every new housing development.

If driving I no longer fret over turning into our street from 

Milton Road East - being hit from behind nearly happened 

on many occasions as I waited to turn into C Gardens. Significant decrease

For our street there does seem to be a significant 

decrease but it does vary. For example on a sunny 

weekend there are many more drivers unfamiliar with the 

changes trawling around looking for a way out of the 

system. Don’t know.

As a local driver I respectively drive slowly on the streets 

into and out of the area, in particular off Milton Road 

East. But I am not sure that goes for all drivers and have 

seen some frustrated drivers not obeying the one way 

system and speeding.

People want to come to the beach area of Portobello. If 

they come by car the general access is pretty poor as is 

parking - however the more car parking offered the more 

cars you encourage. The buses are great - long may that 

continue. Strongly agree

Most of the traffic on our street are local drivers and 

therefore respectful of speed and therefore traffic 

pollution and noise is reduced. Safer for children. It is a 

residential area and deserves to be an environmentally 

safe. Yes

I walk and cycle into Portobello for the shops, swimming 

pool and the sea front. Yes

I am not sure what is happening on the other streets but 

you might not have gone far enough in the plan. For 

example calming the traffic on Coillesdene Crescent - not 

just using parked cars.

Maybe a sign to indicate access to Portobello by turning 

back into the town at the lights at the bottom of Milton 

Road East and Musselburgh/Joppa Road. The excellent 

filter system is not well used.

Learner drivers seem to have reappeared in numbers - 

but everyone needs to learn somewhere quiet.

Be braver and make sure it is well publicised.

We need routes into business/tourist areas but not 

winding through residential areas.

Use main road access better.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Resulted knock on effect of more traffic cutting through 

from Milton Road East to Seaview Terrace  at greater 

speed and becoming unsafe for children on roads. 

Vehicles particularly work vehicles coming down no enter 

signs which on one occasion resulted in an altercation 

and the van in wrong “spitting” at me and police 

involvement and personal distress. No clear route 

through so vehicles coming at speed and with parked cars 

an accident with cars or young/ elderly waiting to happen.

Busy Seaview Terrace to cross the main road. Same for 

Milton East when children going to BRUNSTANE school 

you cannot let a child walk by themselves as road too 

busy and only one lollipop person at other side not on 

Milton east road. Significant increase

Significant increase and the speed at which vehicles are 

travelling is very concerning. Lack of understanding and of 

routes causing more dangerous driving. Restricted traffic 

flow due to vehicles trying to cut through. 

Verbal abuse of drivers when confronted they are in 

wrong. Traffic parked coming down Milton terrace hill 

due to parked cars an accident is waiting to happen. Strongly disagree

The problem has just been moved further down to a new 

area and the speed of vehicles especially delivery, 

tradesmen and taxis cutting through at speed. 

This additional traffic along with being the area where 

learner drivers practice and testing area has further 

exasperated the problem. 

For an area of elderly and young families the roads have 

become much busier to cross independently and I feel an 

accident is in the waiting.

This will only get worse when new houses built and traffic 

wants to get to portobello Strongly disagree

The traffic is stopping and starting now cutting through. 

The road is so much busier that the bird life has started 

to disappear. If you live on a closed road then probably 

better but the traffic problem and environmental factors 

merely moved to another area. 

What was a safe, quiet and pleasant area to live is now 

busier and more unsafe. No

Less due to the dangers and unpredictability and speed of 

the traffic. I have a child who I would let walk and cycle 

around the block . Now they have to go with an adult at 

all times due to the speed of traffic passing through and 

fear of a being knocked off bike by vehicles passing at 

speed who are unfamiliar with the area looking for the 

quickest route through. No

1. Close all access from Milton road east so no access 

through the area.

2. One way system 

3. Speed humps and dragons teeth to stop the vehicles 

going through no entry roads. 

4. Camera system and actually fine drivers.

5. Pelican crossing along Seaview Terrace.

6. See my previous comments as to why this should be 

reconsidered for the safety reasons of the community 

who live in this area. 

6. Lollipop person along Milton east road for BRUNSTANE 

and portobello school pupils so can independently and 

safely walk to school.

Consultation and information on how to contact a person 

over problems difficulties. 

Understanding of how you were going to monitor and 

enforce the changes eg police aware new routes.

No cameras and point of contact for residents to contact 

when people are breaking the law. The verbal abuse I 

have received from drivers breaking the law and only 

when someone spat at me and recorded on a house cctv 

did an investigation happen and a assault charge made. 

 As a community we reported delivery van’s going down 

no enter to companies eg Asda to then enforce to there 

drivers. 

You left it to the community in an uncoordinated manner 

to enforce the law to keep our community safe. 

The times you have asked for feedback are too long. This 

survey only is accessible to those who are online and a 

wider group of this community are elderly and will not be 

able to access this survey. How are you going to take into 

account their views and ensure full inclusivity?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Whilst no doubt beneficial to the residents of Brunstane 

Road, its closure forces all other local residents to go 

through the Coillesdenes or drive to the junction at 

Milton Road, and make an awkward right turn.  This 

increases the length of the journey and use of  more 

petrol. No change My street is not in the "triangle". Strongly disagree

This not a valid question.  It is the people/drivers living in 

surrounding streets who are impacted on. Strongly disagree

Driving further to get to ones destination does not have a 

positive impact. No No

Suggest making Brunstane Road one way, south to north. 

North to south results in navigation of a very busy 

junction. That would take 50% of traffic off the 

Coillesdenes.

If consultation is carried out, the result should be 

acknowledged. - In this case , in 3 consultations, over 80% 

of respondents were against closing Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The changes have been extremely beneficial in my 

personal opinion. As a resident of Brunstane Road for 

over 30 years, this recent change has been tumultuous 

after years and years of residents trying to have their 

voices heard. The current temporary action has been 

incredibly and palpably beneficial to our lives. The 

eradication of the regular daily stress and anxiety living 

and driving in and out of Brunstane Road has been 

immeasurable. One would have to live and experience it 

to truly understand what goes on in this residential street 

and how unacceptable it really is. I am enjoying the quiet, 

more accessible road for wheelchairs, baby buggies and 

cyclists. The lack of daily road rage and personal insults 

has diminished which is a huge positive. Significant decrease

From my observations, I have seen a huge reduction in 

buses and HGV’s travelling in Brunstane Road. I 

understand that sat-nav devices might lead vehicles in 

this direction. However, there have been many cars 

continually using Brunstane Road despite the road 

signage. They are then turning. There is still the speed 

issue despite the speed bumps being installed many years 

ago. Don’t know.

From anecdotal evidence I have heard that people have 

been angered that their trip to The Fort / ASDA has been 

compromised by the closure of Brunstane Road. 

However, being stuck in a ‘road rage’ or ‘traffic jam’ only 

makes the journey longer! The Joppa Triangle makes 

more road sense in my opinion. Residents have been 

insulted by keyboard comments which is why I deleted 

the ‘Porty people’ platform. To have personal comments 

leveled at ‘us’ by people who don’t understand the more 

sensitive issues is difficult. I see there are ongoing calming 

issues with the Coillesdene areas as ‘rat-running’ 

continues. Strongly agree

Experiencing a calmer Brunstane Road has had a huge 

impact on me personally. After over 30 years of residents 

attempting to assist this process, the current situation is 

very positive. Collectively, we are not transport and 

environmental experts but have drawn on our own 

professional backgrounds to keep this issue current. It’s 

been horrendous and tricky trying to navigate an area we 

knew nothing about. We were only trying to form a 

collective, intelligent voice to stand up for a Victorian 

road now unfit for purpose. Yes

Cycled and walked without the previous stress many 

times! Yes

This whole process by residents has been turgid and 

painful over many years and the current result has been 

exceptionally positive. However, it now seems that the 

main point of a new councillor’s manifesto is to reopen 

Brunstane Road ASAP which obliterates and undermines 

the work the resident’s have undertaken.

In my personal opinion, the Coillesdene residents have 

always objected to increased traffic in their streets when 

Brunstane Road has been closed intermittently for utility 

repairs as traffic naturally diverts there. When this calms 

again for Coillesdene and reverts to Brunstane Road, they 

are happy again! However, it was the Brunstane Road 

residents who promulgated the ‘Joppa Triangle’ 

suggestion to negate the traffic issues. This was a very 

considered response.

This whole process has been driven by the residents living 

in a road which has become unfit for purpose. With the 

new housing developments in planning, this is only going 

to be exacerbated. The Joppa Triangle is the most sensible 

suggestion in order to utilise a road - Milton Road, that 

can cope with the traffic flow which will inevitably 

increase again.

The determination of Brunstane Road residents to 

address an environmentally cleaner and more efficient 

area to reside in should surely be acknowledged.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My objection is to the closure of Brunstane Road I have 

never understood why there was a need to close this road 

as it has always been open for access to Milton Road in 

the near 50 years I have lived in Portobello. I have never 

known there ever having been an accident on that road 

other than a van crashing into the railway bridge and that 

was some decades ago.

Now if my wife and I want to travel to our GP (Milton 

Road Surgery) or shop at Asda we have to travel along the 

High Street, up Brighton Place and Duddingston Park to 

reach Milton Road. This has almost tripled the length of 

our journey and as this pattern will be repeated by others 

in the area has increased traffic flows not decreased them.

I have noticed a considerable increase in traffic in 

Brighton Place Southfield Place which now seems to have 

become a major artery for traffic. Neither of these roads 

is geared to cope with this increase.

As a cyclist the only advantage I can see of the closure of 

Brunstane Road is it's easier for me but that is offset my 

increased use of my car for Asda shopping etc. 

I don't know why other traffic management measures 

such as a one way system or reduced parking in 

Brunstane Road were not implemented on a temporary 

basis rather than closure. No change Strongly disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I think there have been both pros and cons with the 

scheme. Significant increase

Milton Road East has become vastly busier. I sometimes 

struggle to get a gap in the traffic to cross the road to the 

bus stop. The change has pushed all traffic which would 

have gone down Brunstane Road, and the other roads in 

the Joppa Triangle on to Milton Road East, which was 

already busy, and drivers appear to drive faster in their 

frustration at having to go further. Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree

It might have had a positive impact on the streets that 

are now closed to through traffic, but a definite negative 

effect on the environment of Milton Road East. No

I have always walked and cycled a lot, and agree that 

Brunstane Road and the Coillesdenes are now more 

pleasant - however as Milton Road East is now so busy 

with cars, I have a very nasty cycle to get to Brunstane 

Road, and have to cross the busy main road twice - 

usually waiting in the centre of the road for a gap in the 

traffic to get on to Brunstane Road. This was never the 

case before. No

Could the roads from Milton Road East down to Joppa 

Road be modified in some other way? Such as making 

them through roads, but one way only? Do Brunstane 

Road Residents really have to park on both sides of the 

street? It is parking that caused the congestion there. 

Surely we should be discouraging private car ownership, 

and peoples' feeling that they have a right to park outside 

their house? Even though Brunstane Road is closed to 

through traffic and should therefore be quieter, people 

still park on the pavements causing pedestrians to have 

to go onto the road, especially if they have push chairs. 

Unacceptable for wheelchairs users. The road still gets 

congested as delivery vans struggle with having to turn 

round at the bridge and get back to the main road.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Lots of cyclists, including familes with children on 

bikes/cargo bikes going down Brunstane Road Significant decrease Strongly agree

Because the trial is not just limited to Brunstane Road, 

the major ussues experienced in Brunstane Road haven't 

been displaced to Coillesdene instead vehicles now using 

wider thoroughfares planned for that level of traffic: 

Harry Lauder/Milton Road/musselburgh to Porty high 

street Strongly agree

Because of my address, the new road setup has 

encouraged me to walk to Portobello instead of taking 

the car. Yes

Yes, see comment above. I have also started to use my 

bike directly from home to join the prom and the 

Edinburgh cycle routes. Yes

I think following the initial negative feedback from some 

Portobello residents who had to change their usual route, 

people are now used to the new setup. This change does 

sit well within the Edinburgh efforts to become a greener 

city and encourage more walking and cycling (it also goes 

without saying that not having our car regularly 

damaged, not experiencing unacceptable road rage and 

long waits to leave or park in our street has been more 

than welcome!)

Think of a whole area approach like for this project, not 

think too narrowly so an issue is not just displaced to the 

adjacent streets.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Now forced to drive up Brunstane Road and on to 

extremely busy Milton Road.  Difficult to turn right due to 

heavy traffic.  Cut off from Portobello community/shops 

by closing Brunstane Road.  It was never required. Slight decrease

Cars continue to come down Brunstane Road then use 

Brunstane Gardens to go back up on to Milton Road. Strongly disagree

The traffic is now being pushed either down Sir Harry 

Lauder Road or round Milton Road and neither roads can 

handle to increase in traffic. Strongly disagree

Traffic levels remain the same but now congested on 

certain roads and causing delays.  Increased pollution due 

to ill thought-out road closures. No Road closures have made reaching areas more difficult. No

Brunstane Road should be re-opened.  If it has to be 

closed, then it should have been at the Milton Road 

opening and not at the railway bridge.

As an individual  Strongly agree

1) Road Safer for Pedestrians, Cyclists & parked cars

2) Un-necessary local car travel avoided - I walk to 

Portobello rather than take the car

3) No more anti-social behaviour from motorists which 

was a daily occurrence of foul language and threatening 

behaviour, it is such a relief

4) Better air quality - less static vehicles pumping out car 

fumes consistently

5) Less particles of sulphur resting as dust in my hallway Significant decrease

Residents still use the road and delivery trucks as well as 

the odd mis-directed tourist, but overall the level of 

traffic on the road (Brunstane Road) is within tolerable 

limits Strongly agree

By restricting vehicular throughput on the Coillesdenes 

we have avoided the creation of alternative rat runs.  Yes, 

this means that you do have to travel potentially larger 

distances to get in and out of Portobello, but on roads 

that are built to handle traffic volumes and speeds of 

commuters. Strongly agree

Certainly on my local environment the impact has been 

hugely positive with less noise pollution and fumes from 

angry stationary vehicles, revving their engines in rage.

I do not have access to the scientific data to provide a 

balanced view on the overall impact of the changes - I use 

my car less, I don't know if a static vehicle poised to bolt 

in anger emits more fumes than occur if you have to take 

a slightly longer route, but I do know that the density of 

those fumes is more evenly dispersed than when they 

spew out into one small, narrow and unsuitable section 

of residential housing. Yes

Absolutely, but I have always walked around the local 

area - I also regularly walk to ASDA or Fort Kinnaird rather 

than take the car.  It is a pleasure to see cyclists 

confidently using our road and less traffic coming out of 

Brunstane Road and turning right also makes it safer for 

cyclists trying to cross the junction out of Brunstane Road 

South to come onto Brunstane Road and access 

Portobello.  That is a real blind spot also when the sun is 

low in the sky.  Being a local I have always been aware 

that this is a risky spot, but I imagine traffic in transit may 

be less aware. Yes

Its very hard when people feel that they are losing 

something and that someone else is "winning" or taking 

away "their rights".  On balance, I think the council should 

be collecting traffic data and relying on it to help inform 

decisions.  There is plenty of open source data available 

to do this - you can even use Satellite data to observe 

patterns, emmissions, causes and effects.  If you have 

facts and analyse them impartially, then your actions will 

be informed and your reasons sound.  This will de-

personalise the decision and make it less acrimonious.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Disagree

While I recognise there being some benefit to the 

closures, I consider the cons to outweigh the benefits. I 

live on Brunstane Gardens and therefore use Brunstane 

Road daily. I have small children and find the closure at 

the bridge helpful as you can walk on the road there 

safely, but it’s such a small section of road that this 

benefit is not significant. However I find the road closure 

largely just a hindrance. I still meet traffic when using 

Brunstane Road the majority of the time, although I 

recognise the amount of traffic/large vehicles has 

reduced.  If I drop my daughter at nursery or the doctor 

or just go to Portobello, it takes me around 10 minutes to 

drive what was previously 3 minutes. I consider this to be 

a drain on fuel and time given the proximity. In addition, 

it is not as easy to “nip out” to the restaurants or small 

supermarkets in Portobello. If I need milk, I find it simpler 

(although frustrating) to drive to the big Asda instead and 

therefore use Portobello stores less. On one occasion I 

also saw an emergency vehicle stop on one side of the 

bridge and then walk across it to get to where they 

needed to be. Slight increase

As I live on Brunstane Gardens, there has been an 

increase in traffic due to cars turning on our street who 

have come down Brunstane Road without knowing it’s 

closed. I recognise there has however been a decrease in 

traffic on Brunstane Road. Don’t know. Strongly disagree

I consider the road closure to have a negative impact on 

the environment given I now drive 3x as far as I used to to 

get to regular places in Portobello such as nursery. I do 

not consider my car usage to have changed since the 

closure. No

Even before the trial, I only drove if I had to for example; 

it was raining; my children are unwell so had to go to a 

doctor; I was picking stuff up from Portobello; or I was 

dropping the children off before going somewhere else. No

For the reasons above, I do not want the trial to be made 

permanent. If there had to be some closure of Brunstane 

Road, I consider a one way system to be preferable to the 

existing closure. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Ridiculous these road a closed off there no schools in 

these street also biggest issue us emergency service 

getting accessible Significant increase

Massive  tail backs on milton Road then all the cars taken 

short cut through Magdalene were there is a primary 

school endangering children's lives Strongly agree As above Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This plan is inequitable and favours a minority. Brunstane 

Road should be at least one way to allow some access 

and emergency vehicles should be able to gain access at 

all times. 

It’s just shifted traffic to other roads. 

There is a huge development on brunstane fields which 

will create even more traffic on Milton road - it is 

laughable this is granted but the surrounding roads are 

closed. Not Answered Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

I have to drive even further now it makes no sense. Some 

folk in surrounding areas do not have the luxury of 

popping on a bike. It is not realistic for many with a 

longer distance to school drop off etc No No

It is absolutely ridiculous as is. Brunstane road should be 

one way as a minimum

Consult people out with the closed roads it impacts on 

many more folk

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight decrease Disagree Disagree No less cars on the roads just driving longer routes. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There are now problems with drivers rat running through 

Coillesdene and Seaview crescent. Cars run through one 

ways the wrong way. Police are disinterested even when 

presented with video evidence.

Either remove the whole scheme or create a proper LTN 

which prevents rat runs. Significant increase

Regular rat running at speed. Vehicles going through one 

way restrictions. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No

I was already a multi modal transport user. In some ways 

cycling in Seaview crescent inow  feels more dangerous. No

Either make a proper LTN or remove the scheme. It is half 

baked.

You cannot persuade everyone of the benefits of Ltns in 

advance. Have courage and implement proper LTNs and 

then see what the response is.

This scheme is appalling, lacks vision and show cowardice.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure of Brunstane Road has merely pushed traffic 

into nearby streets causing these residential streets the 

same issues as Brunstane Road. Significant increase

Traffic is now coming directly down Milton Toad and  

turning right Strongly agree Strongly disagree Travel times are longer No No Making Brunstane Road one way

As an individual  Strongly disagree

22-09-28 Brunstane West Objection Text

I wish to register my objection to applications 

22/03945/AMC and 22/03946/AMC for planning 

permission in relation to the Brunstane West proposed 

development.

The basis for my objections to the granting of planning 

permission in relation to these applications is set out in 

detail in a report “Brunstane West development – 

assessment of factors critical to the application for 

planning permission and constraints to this being 

granted” – which is available to download at: 

https://bit.ly/3dKo0at 

Following consideration of the documents supporting the 

above planning applications, my specific objections relate 

to the following:

Mining-related issues – multiple significant deficiencies 

have been identified in relation to the assessment of near 

surface coal seams and impacts resulting from historic 

mining activity associated with these, and in the 

remediation activities proposed to address such impacts.

Breeding bird survey – the survey of breeding birds – 

which are afforded legal protection within the UK – can be 

construed as being based on an outdated methodology 

(when an updated, more appropriate methodology was 

available), and the survey inadequately followed 

identified required procedures, thereby bringing the 

results into question.

Bat survey – the survey exclusively concentrated on Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

22-09-28 Brunstane West Objection Text

I wish to register my objection to applications 

22/03945/AMC and 22/03946/AMC for planning 

permission in relation to the Brunstane West proposed 

development.

The basis for my objections to the granting of planning 

permission in relation to these applications is set out in 

detail in a report “Brunstane West development – 

assessment of factors critical to the application for 

planning permission and constraints to this being 

granted” – which is available to download at: 

https://bit.ly/3dKo0at 

Following consideration of the documents supporting the 

above planning applications, my specific objections relate 

to the following:

Mining-related issues – multiple significant deficiencies 

have been identified in relation to the assessment of near 

surface coal seams and impacts resulting from historic 

mining activity associated with these, and in the 

remediation activities proposed to address such impacts.

Breeding bird survey – the survey of breeding birds – 

which are afforded legal protection within the UK – can be 

construed as being based on an outdated methodology 

(when an updated, more appropriate methodology was 

available), and the survey inadequately followed 

identified required procedures, thereby bringing the 

results into question.

Bat survey – the survey exclusively concentrated on Leave as is currently in place

As an individual  Disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree Agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

This has significantly reduced the risks caused by traffic 

turning right or going straight on from Brunstane Road. 

Southbound through traffic caused lots of congestion at 

Milton Road East. No change Strongly agree

There has been a beneficial reduction by getting rid of 

through traffic in Brunstane Road. I have regularly cycled 

to Portobello via Brunstane Road over the past 31 years 

and the experience has been greatly enhanced by it being 

closed.

Also traffic for Portobello is being encouraged to get 

there via Sir Harry Lauder Road which relieves the 

pressure on the right turn from Milton Link in Milton 

Road East. Strongly agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All this has done has diverted the traffic either right down 

Milton Road to Eastfiekd causing more traffic fumes or 

up/down Milton Drive and Terrace.  It HAS NOT REDUCED 

TRAFFIC! No change Strongly disagree

As previous comment above, all it does is divert traffic 

through other streets. Strongly disagree

See above!  It has also caused 'entitlement' issues with 

residents of Brunstabe Road. No No

Absolutely not. Use some common sense and make 

Brunstabe Road one way from Milton Road to Portobello.

Why bother asking?  No one wanted Brunstane Road 

closed according to the residents but EDC go their own 

sweet way and do what they want regardless of any 

consultation.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I appreciate the changes will be greatly beneficial to the 

residents of Brunstane Road south of the railway bridge 

where Brunstane Road is most narrow and most 

congested with parking, and to an extent those north of 

the bridge with the decrease in through-traffic.  However, 

I think even they will have been inconvenienced by there 

being absolutely no vehicular route through.  The 

awkward diversion through Coillesdene must also have a 

negative affect on some streets there.  I'm all for cutting 

down the problematic levels and nature of traffic that 

was using Brunstane Road. If it was a yes or no response I 

would vote in favour.  However I think a middle ground 

option with a directional flow of traffic on Brunstane 

Road along with a contra-flow through a Coillesdene 

street would work better. Slight increase

Cars now divert through Joppa Grove, Terrace or Gardens 

to (try to) route through Coillesdene away from the 

bridge when they realise they cannot get through 

southbound over the bridge. Neither agree nor disagree I don't see a difference to the surrounding area. Neither agree nor disagree

There is less traffic in the immediate area but I don't think 

there has been a decrease overall, in other words the 

traffic is only taking a different route. No

It hasn't made a difference to my use of walking or cycling 

to use local amenities. No

I would prefer use of a 'contra flow' type system with one-

way traffic on Brunstane Road (south of the bridge) and 

'return' traffic on another way in the Coillesdenes.

I would like to know if the emergency services were 

consulted or do get consulted with these changes/trials, 

as the closure at the bridge results in a fairly substantial 

delay in getting from Joppa Road/Portobello High Street 

to the Royal Infirmary or vice versa.  Certainly from my 

own point of view, if I have to get to hospital quickly, the 

diversion doesn't help get there.

Although sounding negative in many ways, I'm all for 

calming the traffic volumes and/or managing the flow 

better.  I just feel the way it has been implemented thus 

far is not 100%.  However if it was this or nothing, then it 

would be this.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Why have no alternatives been given a chance. i.e.

 

 passing places......

single yellow lines on one side only......

width of vehicle restrictions......

no through vehicles during certain hours  so that the 

inconvenience caused to Portobello residents is 

minimised.

The residents in Brunstane road knew what they were 

buying and now they want to increase congestion and 

pollution for their own selfish ends. Why have the vast 

majority of the Portobello residents against this proposal 

being ignored? Significant increase

Well it stands to reason if you close the main artery from 

Milton road to Portobello high street it just pushes the 

problem somewhere else. Really not fair on the other 

people staying in the alternative through roads now as 

I'm sure they bought their houses thinking their road was 

reasonably quiet. Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Well as I stay on the main coast road I am certain the 

traffic and pollution has increased. No No

Who Is suggesting this ? During the day there is no 

problem it's only at rush hours so why not simply close 

the road say from 7.30 -9.30 and 4.30 -6.30 with 

obviously permits for the residents and not 

inconvenience the many for the sake of the few.

Yes a poll of the surrounding area would be fair. On the 

other hand has Edinburgh Council not already done such 

a thing and wasn't the verdict hugely in favour of a no 

closure. If I'm correct is this just another tick boxing 

exercise and if so are the results going to be made public 

and even although the vast majority voted against the 

closure would Edinburgh Council just ignore it anyway 

and go ahead.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial has resulted in severe detriment to the residents 

of Coillesdene Avenue, Coillesdene Drive, Milton Drive.  

The ETRO claims to discourage traffic from using the 

Colliesdene area.  This is clearly not the case for 

Coillesdene Avenue, Milton Drive, Coillesdene Drive and 

other streets.  These streets have become a main 

thoroughfare between Portobello and Milton Road, with 

significant increases in the volume and speed of traffic 

through what was previously a quiet residential 

neighbourhood.  It is ironic that under the ETRO other 

streets in the Coillesdene area have been closed to 

through traffic on previously much lower volumes and 

speed of traffic to that now experienced along Coillesdene 

Avenue.  It is also ironic that the ETRO contradicts the 

Transport Committee's own policy and strategy report on 

quieter safer neighbouhoods to discourage traffic from 

using residential streets as short cuts between main 

thoroughfares and major arterial roads.  There have been 

a number of incidents and near misses due to increased 

traffic and speed and it is only a matter of time before 

someone is seriously injured. Significant increase

Traffic along Coillesdene Avenue has trebled since the 

introduction of the ETRO.  It is obvious that if one lived in 

Coillesdene Crescent or Brunstane Road the answer 

would have been that traffic has significantly decreased, 

as both streets are now closed to through traffic.  Those 

streets therefore clearly benefit from a traffic-free 

environment brought about by the ETRO, a benefit not 

allowed to the residents of Coillesdene Avenue, 

Coillesdene Drive or Milton Drive. 

It is dissapointing that the Council is only concerned with 

volume and not the speed of traffic - the main cause of 

death and injury on our roads.  There is now a significant 

flow of vehicles along Coillesdene Avenue that are 

regularly travelling in excess of the speed limit - easily in 

excess of 30 and 40 mph Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

How can it have had a positive impact on the 

environment when a high volume of speeding traffic is 

now diverted through previously quiet residential streets, 

resulting in higher emissions and noise?  As noted above, 

I am sure that the answer would be different if 

Coillesdene Avenue had been offered the same benefits of 

a car-free environment afforded to Brunstane Road and 

Coillesdene Crescent.  This situation highlights the clear 

unfairness of the ETRO due to different application to 

residential streets in the Joppa Triangle. No No

The ETRO is blatantly unfair on the residents of 

Coillesdene Avenue, Milton Drive and Coillesdene Drive, 

while residents of Brunstane Road and Coilledsene 

Crescent clearly benefit from a car-free environment.  Any 

outcome should not be based on preferential treatment 

but be fair to all residential streets in the Joppa Triangle.

There are three solutions that would make for a fairer 

outcome:

1.  Close all roads to through traffic - fair and equitable to 

all residents of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdenes.

2.  Open up all roads to through traffic - fair and equitable 

to all residents of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdenes.

3.  Create one-way system north along Brunstane Road 

and south through the Coillesdenes. This would share the 

pain with 50% of traffic going through Brunstane Road 

and 50% through the Coillesdene. Not ideal, but it would 

be a more equitable and fair solution.

Listen to the views of the local community. It was clear 

from the outset that the ETRO was not fit for purpose and 

was hugely opposed by the local community.  The 

Committee should undertake full due diligence when 

making the final decision. They should review the 

evidence, challenge officials and seek to understand the 

full complexities and consequences of any decision on the 

future of traffic management in the Joppa Triangle.

As an individual  Strongly disagree All the changes have done is move congestion elsewhere No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The change has resulted in drivers having to drive further 

which can’t be good for the environment No No

The council must - MUST - pay attention to what those 

living and travelling in the areas impacted think.  Too 

often consultation results are ignored because they don’t 

reflect what the council wants to do.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The complete closure of Brunstane Road is anything but 

beneficial. 

This road should operate on a ‘one way’ basis to prevent 

traffic going through residential housing areas. No change Strongly disagree Other streets are backed up and journey times are longer Strongly disagree Journey times are longer. No Driven more due to journey times being longer. No

Journey times are longer. 

Brunstane Road is a key route between Portobello and 

Milton Road.

Don’t involve Edinburgh City Council would be a good 

starting point, I’d suggest.

As an individual  Agree

If I lived on Brunstane Road , I'd be happy.  Otherwise, yes 

it's a bit more difficult to get out of Portobello and on to 

Milton Road but having done it several times now it's ok.

That said, not sure what the Coillesden residents think. No change Neither agree nor disagree

There's a bigger issue than that. The whole of Portobello 

needs to be reviewed  re traffic and parking.  Many 

streets are almost impossible to walk up because of 

vehicles parked on the pavements.  So sorry for anyone in 

wheelchair, or anyone pushing a pram , or someone just 

walking a dog on lead. Neither agree nor disagree No Don't know/No opinion
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Disagree

From what I have heard, there has not been a significant 

enough benefit to Brunstane Road residents to warrant 

the disruption to all the near by roads.  I supported the 

trial and still have strong sympathy for residents of that 

street but feel the current trial has increased traffic to my 

street and the choice of roads to block off has been 

confusing. Significant increase

Many cars continue to use Coillesdene Gardens as they 

try to find a way up to Milton Road.  There are still no 

signs on the Avenue to explain that the top of our Road is 

closed so drivers still try to get up and have to turn back 

down again. Strongly disagree

Many friends who try to visit us find the changes 

irritating and confusing.  The turn off from Milton Road 

into Milton Terrace requires a very sharp turn into a 

narrow street and if they miss that turning, they find it 

difficult to work out how to get onto the Avenue.  Signage 

is poor and may help a little for some but overall the logic 

of closing Coillesdene Gardens fully and instead using 

Milton Terrace to go off the Milton Road to the Avenue 

and Milton Drive for the Avenue to Milton Road is hard to 

understand.  Both these roads are narrower than 

Coillesdene Gardens.  When you drive from the West side 

or from Asda, the first street you come to is Brunstane 

Road which is closed at the bridge.  Logic then says that 

you will be able to turn left at the next opening 

(Coillesdene Gardens).  However, you have closed the 

Gardens.  You then expect to turn at the next left and 

again that is closed so it is only the third street, Milton 

Terrace where you can finally turn left and double back a 

few streets to get up into the Gardens. Strongly disagree

No benefit seen - more cars are using our Road.  The cars 

are just trying to find other routes but the changes have 

not made anyone use other forms of transport. No N/A No

Please rethink what needs to be done.  To give a more 

logical approach and also one that does not put one 

street’s wishes “against” others, please consider making 

Brunstane Road one way.  Then please consider reopening 

the top of Coillesdene Gardens / Crescent and making it 

one way (or reopening it totally).  Currently it feels 

strange that the widest Road in the area is totally blocked 

off and the next two narrower streets are one way routes.  

 With a series of one ways, it spreads any disruption while 

giving everyone a bit of the benefit.  It doesn’t have to be 

all the disruption in other streets in the hope of all the 

benefit to Brunstane Road.  Please note that I fully 

support helping Brunstane Road residents but feel a one 

way system on that street would be more helpful for 

them and a fairer solution for the rest of us.

Please also revisit signage.  The Milton Road signs have 

been improved but the Avenue is poorly signed so almost 

every day I see cars slowing down and trying to work out 

where they can exit the Avenue to get to Milton Road.

Finally, a neighbour has seen a car squeeze from Milton 

Road past the flower bed obstacles into the Gardens.  

That is highly dangerous so please can you take a look at 

those flower beds so that it is impossible for a car to get 

past.

I am not aware of how you gathered feedback then made 

decisions the first time as I understand that the residents 

outside Brunstane Road were overwhelmingly against this 

proposal.  I do believe something should be done for 

Brunstane Road so supported the trial.  However, after a 

few months, I feel that alterations are needed to this trial 

solution.

As an individual  Disagree

We live in the next street to Brunstane Road off the 

Milton Road.  Because the top of our road which merges 

to Coillesdene Crescent is blocked, it means a longer drive 

to find a one way street to drive into, then a drive 

backwards along Coillesdene Avenue to re-enter the 

Gardens.  This seems a lot of disruption to satisfy the 

demands of residents in one street in the area.  It would 

feel fairer to make Brunstane Road one way and 

Coillesdene Gardens one way. Significant increase

We notice many more cars trying to get to the Milton 

Road from Coillesdene Avenue and then having to do a U 

turn and retrace their steps. Strongly disagree

It has made access to either Portobello or up to the 

Milton Road much more difficult.  Sign posts are very 

poor and limited and unless you live in the area and have 

discovered which roads are open and which are not, it is 

extremely confusing. Strongly disagree

Because of the decision to close Coillesdene 

Gardens/Crescent which is the first opening that could 

allow a straighter route to Portobello, we are using more 

petrol to drive much further along the Milton road to 

access a side street, then double back before arriving 

where you normally would if the top of the Crescent had 

not been blocked off. No

Because of significant pain, I cannot walk, wheel or cycle 

so a car is the only transport I have to be mobile. No

I do not mind measures to help the residents of 

Brunstane Road but it does not seem right that one road 

can impact the entire neighbourhood negatively.  Surely a 

compromise could be made where Brunstane Road is one 

way through to Portobello and Coillesdene Crescent is a 

one way the other way.  This way, the disruption would 

only be half as bad.  I understand the residents 

frustration as their Road is narrow due to cars parked on 

both sides.  Another solution could be parking on 

Brunstane Road only on one side of their road.  These 

roads were built before cars became used in the numbers 

they are now but a compromise with the rest of the area 

would be better.

It would help if more details were given and far more 

signs were put up so people really understand what the 

traffic restrictions are.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Firstly, it should be clear that this is in no way a traffic 

calming scheme, it is, in fact, exactly the opposite, and 

has lead to: frequent speeding in previously quiet, 

residential roads; and enormously increased volume of 

traffic in said roads; congestion at the access and egress 

points of the scheme, particularly where they meet 

Milton Road East and Coillesdene Avenue; increased fear 

of road accidents amongst the residents of the many 

roads adversely affected by the scheme - many of these 

residents are elderly or have disabilities, young children, 

or pets; increased danger of such accidents (whether or 

not there has been, to date, an actual increase in the 

number of accidents themselves.

Secondly, it is important to state for the record what 

many people know to be true: that this illogical, ill-

advised, destructive scheme was only put to trial because 

a local councillor is one of the residents of Brunstane 

Road and has used their influence to push the thing 

through. Where this scheme is concerned, the collective 

action of the residents of Brunstane Road has been as 

selfish as it has been illogical.

Thirdly, it should also be clear that, whilst it may be 

pleasant for the residents of Brunstane Road to find 

themselves living in an effectively traffic-free zone, 

Brunstane Road was, and remains, the only logical 

through road for access from Milton Road to Joppa Road. Significant increase Strongly disagree

The scheme appears to have led to increased frustration 

and speeding amongst drivers in the entire local area. Strongly disagree

The scheme has led to longer journeys and more frequent 

speeding on our local roads; both have a decidedly 

negative impact on the environment. No I am not a driver, and use public transport. No

To summarise: the scheme is illogical, destructive, and 

counter-productive. It should end immediately and not be 

repeated.

One would hope that the local council would reject any 

such schemes in the future. Any scheme that will have 

considerable, negative local impact should be rejected 

immediately. And scheme so clearly based on entirely 

selfish concerns should be rejected immediately.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Pushed traffic to surrounding areas, mainly Portobello 

High Street / Sir Harry Lauder Road and the Coillesdene’s 

used as a rat run Significant increase Traffic increased on Portobello High Street Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

It doesn’t feel like residents views are heard. Decisions 

already made before ‘consultations’

On behalf of a public body, organisation or charity  Strongly agree

The closure of Brunstane Rd to through traffic has made 

the road a safer and more convenient route between 

Leith/Portobello and the university. It previously was 

congested and narrow to navigate past cars, it is now a 

quiet route that connects to NCN1 and allows those 

commuting to the university to avoid the Ships Inn 

junction in Musselburgh. Not Answered Strongly agree

Vehicles have been diverted away from quieter residential 

streets, making cycling and walking in these areas safer 

and more enjoyable. Keeping vehicles to main roads 

which have signalised crossings, speed reduction 

measures and cycle lanes makes active travel along 

quieter surrounding roads more appealing while also 

allowing safe crossing and access to main arterial roads. Agree

It will have encouraged more to cycle but more 

restrictions are required to effectively reduce the number 

of private vehicles used for short journeys. Reducing the 

convenience of the car by closing roads is part of the 

solution. No

I have commuted by bicycle the same amount but have 

been able to have a more enjoyable commute and avoid 

potential conflict with vehicles. 

When recommending cycling routes to the university 

from Portobello/Leith, having the road closed to traffic 

makes it far more appealing. From Leith to QMU can now 

be largely completed on cycle track or quiet residential 

roads. 

The last key barrier along this route is crossing A199. Yes

Improved crossing from Brunstane Rd to Brunstane Rd 

South and connect to NCN 1 along the side of the Range. 

Add a bike gutter to the bridge at Brunstane Station 

bridge.

Consult and work with local schools/Universities to 

highlight what young people want in order to encourage 

walking/cycling to education. 

Including information for local businesses on the benefits 

of removing vehicle parking along highstreets and the 

increased spend associated with areas accessible to those 

walking and cycling. 

Offer 'cycle-throughs' for local stakeholders to 

demonstrate the measures first hand and perhaps repeat 

before and after the measures have been implemented.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has significantly increased the volumes of traffic on 

Joppa Road and Portobello High Street. One result of this 

is the removal of the 124 bus from Joppa and Portobello 

which now goes along Milton Road, the reason given for 

this was the delays to this service caused by increased 

traffic levels. We are urged to use public transport rather 

than cars but residents of Joppa now have only two 

buses, the 26 and the 45, this one only during the day 

and during university terms.

Alternative routes to and from, for example, the Milton 

Link are to Eastfield where turning right at the lights can 

be extremely difficult, Brighton Place, often solidly filled 

with traffic and buses, or turning onto Harry Lauder Road 

at the now very difficult left hand turn at the lights. All of 

these options increase the distance driven thus increasing 

emission levels. Significant increase See me comments above. Strongly disagree See comments above Strongly disagree See previous comments No

As an older resident my general mobility is limited, I 

cannot now cycle. If I were to try to get public transport 

to the Milton Link or to my GP, at Milton Surgery, this 

would take a minimum of two buses. No

Schemes should be consulted on fully before any 

implementation.

As an individual  Disagree No change

I don't stay near the closure but have family who do and I 

know it has caused significant delays for normal travel Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

People still need to drive and because of this closure they 

are driving further or stuck in traffic with engines running. 

Surely this is negative for the emission levels No No

Try listening to the consultation and locals instead of 

being corrupt and implementing things because it suits 

local counsellors who live in the area.

As an individual  Agree

Many vehicle users still driving through No Entry signs in 

Coillesdene.  Better physical barriers are required, and/or 

cameras.  Speeding vehicles on Seaview Crescent has 

increased but on the whole, the scheme is a big 

improvement.  Brunstane Road is infinitely more pleasant 

to use, and there has been a big decrease in aggressive 

driving. Significant increase

Noticeable increase in speeding traffic in Seaview 

Crescent. Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

More effective filters required as one-way ones are no 

good.  Many drivers still going through No Entry junctions.

As an individual  Disagree

I don't live in the streets affected, but need to travel 

through them often No change Disagree More traffic on the main roads Neither agree nor disagree Yes But not because of the trial No

I would like more opportunity to be  able to use 

Brunstane Road

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Although it is really inconvenient me personally and adds 

a lot of extra time onto my daily journeys, I can 

understand the benefits of the closure of Brunstane Road 

at the bridge. However, combining this with the 

Coillesdene closures has been a nightmare for my street. 

It adds a significant amount of time onto my daily 

journeys (not to mention costing more in petrol) and 

several friends have got lost trying to find the house as 

it's such a round about way to get there. Slight increase

There have been slightly more learner drivers on my 

street. Strongly disagree

It only seems to benefit one street. I do also note that the 

streets the traffic seems to have been routed to are less 

expensive and this seems very unfair. 

I also think it means less people park this end of 

Portobello which has an impact on local business. Strongly disagree

This doesn't seem appropriate as, although it may be 

stopping traffic congestion on Brunstane Road, it causes a 

lot of cars to take a longer route. No

Anywhere I would have walked or cycled to previously I 

still do. I have to drive further now. No I really hope at least some of the restrictions are lifted.

It would be good to be told in advance that's it's 

happening and why.

As an individual  Agree

As a pedestrian and cyclist it feels much safer and quieter 

with these restrictions in place.  I think we have to do 

these kind of things to encouragement more active travel 

and fewer cars on the road. Slight decrease

There is less traffic as we are no longer a straight through 

road.  However some of the traffic which comes along is 

travelling quite fast. Agree Agree Yes Yes

Whilst this is seen by some motorists as a drastic 

measure, I think we need these kind of moves to get 

people out of their cars and thinking about alternative 

ways of travel.  However, I think the council has annoyed 

a lot of drivers in the way its gone about this.  More 

needs to be done to help people find alternatives to the 

car.

I think the council needs to stress that these kind of 

measures are to tackle the way we look at travel, and 

move away from the car.  I don't the the big picture was 

emphasised enough before these changes were 

implemented.  This made people immediately see them 

as negative.  I think they are not perfect, but a good start 

towards trying to move away from the car.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I drive to the Milton Rd daily from Argyle Cres to access 

the junction to the HarryLauder Rd.On a regular 

occurrence while driving to access the East Milton Rd I am 

confronted with cars and vans coming down the one way 

system the wrong way.

When driving along the Milton Rd East road after the 

Kings Manor Hotel I have had to on several occasions had 

to slam on my brakes as cars and vans pull  away from 

turning at the collisdene openings as even with the 

signage people are unsure of how to access this area.

While walking to and from the Joppa Quarry I have been 

stopped regularly from cars,delivery vans and 

motorcycles asking for direction to how to access the 

Milton Rd East as their sat nav has misled them to 

Brunstane Rd. Slight increase Strongly disagree

I walk daily in the streets around the collisdene area and 

have noticed an increase of cars in particular in Dalkeith 

Street ,Morton St, and the collisdene.

Brighton Place in Portobello has become more congested. Strongly disagree

More cars driving fast around the Dalkeith Morton St  

collisdene area No No Open Brunstane Rd for cars one way from Milton Rd

Notification and mail shot for all residents in a 5 mile 

radius

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Had made the problem worse and not better. Reopen 

brunstane road as this is extremely frustrating and 

inconvenient for locals. You have listened only to the 

complaints of brunstane road and thus shifted the 

problem elsewhere and it now affects considerably more 

people. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Remove all modifications.

Yes - consult with all involved streets and do not pander 

to the wishes of one street (Brunstane Road). Ridiculous.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

These changes have been nothing short of disastrous. 

Massively inconveniencing the residents not only where 

the road closures have occurred but also having a huge 

negative impact on the residents out with the area where 

the closures and diversions are in place. Significant increase

Due to the closure of Brunstane Road in particular traffic 

volume has increased significantly in my street. Strongly disagree

Absolutely the polar opposite of a positive impact is my 

experience to the effect on the wider area. Strongly disagree

Nothing I have experienced would support these changes 

having a positive impact on the environment. No Why would I? No

Absolutely not! There has been nothing positive to 

residents, congestion or the environment as a result of 

this trial.

Consult the wider community and then listen to their 

feedback and don’t just pay them lip service.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have to drive twice as far to get to/from Milton road 

east which can’t be good for the environment Significant increase

I didn’t see any measurements of car volumes being 

taken before the trial so what are you comparing volumes 

with? Disagree The local streets are just as busy Strongly disagree Cars are driving further to get where they need to go No No

People are ignoring the no entry signs. A bin lorry ignored 

the no entry and drove up anyway on the wrong side of 

the road.  Cars are parked too close to the affected 

junctions which results in having to drive on the wrong 

side of the road . A car squeezed through the three 

planters on the junction of Milton road east and 

Coillesdene Gardens .  I can see no benefits for the 

residents of Joppa Listen to the residents
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Not beneficial.

I live in Portobello and my mum lived in Joppa. She has 

passed away and I am spending a significant amount of 

time at her house in the coillesdenes, as a driver and 

pedestrian. 

The road closures are not helpful. People have to do a 

long loop to drive anywhere, causing more pollution in 

the streets in the area. 

Brunstane Road should not be closed. It is not a private 

road, we all pay towards its maintenance. It should be 

one way.

The planters stopping access for emergency vehicles are 

dangerous. 

When my mum died suddenly, I phoned an ambulance 

and could hear it getting closer, then further away, then 

closer, then further away, as it navigated the planters and 

blocked roads. 

It is very concerning that those few minutes could make 

the difference to someone's life.

I am also concerned about how these measures were put 

through when the community made it very clear, through Slight increase More traffic around the coillesdenes streets Strongly disagree

Drivers in the nearby area  are also not happy with the 

measures Strongly disagree Cars now have to drive further, causing more pollution No No change. No Definitely not made permanent, no.

1. Consult the public then actually take their views into 

consideration

2. Consult emergency services before implementing road 

closures. And take their view seriously.

3. Be transparent about -why- these measures are put in 

place. What is the aim? What is the consultation process? 

How much heed do you legally have to pay to public 

opinion?

As an individual  Disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Traffic has just been moved elsewhere. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has just turned other streets into  rats runs. Journeys 

are much longer with the diversions in place and so 

emissions are worse. I feel very sorry for the people living 

in the Coillesdenes. This road closure benefits only the 

people living on the road itself and nobody else. It is very 

NIMBY-esque. The people of Portobello were surveyed 

and something like 88% of local people voted against 

Brunstane Road being closed. That is not democracy in 

practice - absolutely shocking! 

There have also been serious issues with emergency 

vehicles not being able to go up or down Brunstane Road 

and opening the road again might mean that lives are 

saved. The emergency services advised against closing the 

road. No change Strongly disagree

Traffic has just been channelled onto other roads making 

them worse. Strongly disagree

Journeys are longer so there is more pollution being 

created. No

I cannot avoid using my car, much as I would wish to. 

Closing this road will make no difference to how I need to 

travel. No

If the people living on Brunstane Road  would like to 

reduce traffic, maybe they should be encouraged to give 

up their vehicles, and double yellow lines could be along 

both sides of the road which would solve any issues with 

occasional blockages. Other than that, perhaps the road 

could be made one way, perhaps with speed bumps if the 

speed of traffic is an issue.

I agree with consultation and democracy. The people of 

Portobello were consulted, they voted overwhelmingly in 

support of keeping the road open and then their views 

were ignored. This did not make for a happy community 

or increase anybody’s trust in the council - which is a 

shame.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase

I live near Kings Road, Baileyfield is still a building site, 

now the stupid no left turn has been introduced at sir 

Harry Lauder. The traffic is crazy Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

People are having to drive further through neighbouring 

streets No No Make the street one way!

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

Portobello has limited access because of the seaside and 

needs careful traffic management. Closing roads is not 

helpful and an alternative approach should be considered, 

such as one way systems which would allow greater 

leeway and slow traffic. The current approach creates 

driver frustration. I’m a cyclist and whilst I can enjoy 

using brunstane road I recognise the frustration it is 

causing Significant increase

Portobello high street is much busier and more congested 

most of the time. Drivers seek short cuts and Argyle 

Crescent is used to drive to Windsor place to try to 

circumvent the queues on the main road. Disagree

Some streets benefit hugely, such as brunstane road. 

Others suffer hugely , and there is no compromise. Why 

isn’t one way traffic encouraged instead? At least that is 

equitable Disagree

Traffic queueing at standstill creates greater exhaust 

emissions No

I cycle a lot and that hasn’t changed. However, traffic 

queues and driver frustration is greater No

An alternative trial using one way system across the 

whole of portobello would help, one way up regent street 

and down bath street for instance

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree They increased congestion on other streets No change

Increased traffic on main roads . Causing delays, extra 

petrol cost as the route is much longer Causing exrea 

pollution to all other residents as the other routes are 

also congested and Causing inconvenience to other 

people.  Don't understand why one public road can be 

closed and all traffic moved somewhere else to 

inconvenience others. The owners of tge properties on 

brunstane Rd were aware that it is a public road when 

buying a property.  Absolutely  ridiculous if they don't like 

traffic they don't have to live on a busy road. Strongly disagree

Had a terrible impact on the area instead of driving 5 

minutes to Portobello now it takes at least 15 minutes. In 

also a very busy traffic. Closing one road doesn't make 

those cars disappear they just drive in front os someone 

else home. Strongly disagree

The new route is much longer cars are on the road for 

extended period of time  also on congested Road causing 

even more pollution to the area No No

Absolutely no  it's not fair to all other people leaving in 

the area to prioritised few on one street at the cost of 

others

As an individual  Strongly disagree

One way from Milton Rd on Brunstane Rd would be a 

better way forward. Traffic removed from here is just 

displaced and will cause other issues. I am a regular user 

and don’t see any issues with a one way system. Not Answered

N/A Commuters are still finding their preferred route. 

Time will tell this is a bad idea. Listen to the users Disagree

I have put my case forward and feel there has been no 

attempt to trial it. It feels like the decision is already made Strongly disagree As above No N/A No N/A

Trial all options. I feel this is more driven by the residents 

than the road tax payers. We would all like traffic ceased 

in our streets.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It’s impossibly to get to my home from the Milton road.  

If I’m taking a taxi to the station with my disabled son it 

time consuming to navigate which way we can go now.  

Equally, taxis are delayed coming to my home because of 

the road closures. 

It doesn’t make sense and out areas was always quiet re 

traffic.  It’s very frustrating and I want our roads around 

were we stay to be reopened.  It makes life difficult for 

staff and taxis to access my home if collecting/ dropping 

off my disbabled son.  Also, if we are getting a taxi up to 

Brunstane station. No change

We didn’t have a problem with traffic in the back streets 

around my home.   I’ve counted only half a dozen cars 

over years when crossing the road that leads to the back 

of my home, which is now inaccessible.  I have significant 

concerns because it changed the quality of our lives living 

here and affects time when travelling to and from the 

station or when staff drive to my home.  It also looks 

ridiculous. Strongly disagree

The area where there has been a significant improvement 

has been at the main roundabout at the Harry Lauder 

road.  The changes for cycled and moving the bus stop 

back has really eased congestion and dangers which were 

prevalent before for cyclists. Strongly disagree

I disagree for the above reasons.  Also, aesthetically it has 

a negative impact on the area and it will dissuade people 

moving into the area. No No

Definitely not.  The roads to the back of my property I 

wish reopened.  The area of congestion on Brunstane 

road could easily be allieved by making it one way from St 

Philips church up to the Milton road.

Yes!  Don’t touch what wasn’t broken,  no one I have 

spoken with is happy about the changes.  They have been 

I’ll thought out and a strong arm measure which has had 

a negative impact of how I access my home and move 

about the area.  Removal of the restrictions from this part 

of the area.  Putting weight restrictions so heavy goods 

cans & lorries can’t access unless making a delivery would 

help

As an individual  Strongly agree

No longer able to shop in Portobello high street or Joppa 

without 

Unacceptable major diversion. 

It seems Edinburgh council prefer it’s constituents to 

spend their money and shop in East Lothian as it’s easier 

to access.

Emergency vehicle access is severely restricted to the area 

creating an avoidable delay in attending life threatening 

problems. Significant increase

When you close a street there obviously be a reduction in 

traffic, you don’t need a 6 month survey to prove that. 

From Milton Road east the only entrance is 

 Into a street with sheltered housing conveniently 

allowing the council to avoid confrontation with private 

house owners.

Is diverting all the traffic in the area through a road 

predominately dominated by the old and infirm with 

hearing and sight problems. Edinburghs answer to the 

one street with a

Complaint which could be easily solved with a one way 

system.

Why is this not an option to massive disruption to a 

residential area. Strongly agree

There are no positive answer to moving the same amount 

of traffic to other streets. Strongly agree

Why would moving traffic to another street have a 

positive improvement to the environment of the other 

now busier streets. Yes

More traffic over a greater area makes walking and 

cycling on streets originally built for motorised traffic 

more dangerous. No

Brunstane Road made one way down from Milton Road 

East is such an obvious option one wonders why the 

council would go to such costly, inconvenient and 

unwanted diversions that the majority of the residents 

are against.

The preference of any changes to layout should be 

decided by the majority of the residents not councillors 

with ulterior motives, which are obvious, and not 

democratic.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The demand is there, & the trial has caused the use of 

extra fuel, & extra time for the vast majority of Portobello 

residents. Not helpful in so many ways, including 

environmental.                                                                                                                                 

                                                      

A one way system ( south to north) is all that is required 

to avoid traffic problems in the southern part of 

Brunstane Road. 

The massive amounts of extra fuel used during this trial is No change I live in a dead end street, so not applicable. Strongly disagree

So obvious. If traffic is displaced, it has to use another 

route, unless people have their cars taken from them. Strongly disagree

Again, the obvious extra fuel burned by travelling the 

extra miles required by this closure.

Has this been calculated? No No

Scrap it all, except making Brunstane Road one way. 

(South to North)

Make sure that consultation is properly advised to every 

one who may be affected.

Publish the unfiltered results.

As an individual  Disagree

A better approach than removing through-traffic from 

Brunstane Road would be to limit 

 / control it. The claim that displaced traffic has been 

discouraged from using the Coillesdene area is not correct 

- all the displaced traffic has simply driven along the 

shortest available route through the Coillesdene area. No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

A better approach than removing through-traffic from 

Brunstane Road would be to limit 

 / control it. The claim that displaced traffic has been 

discouraged from using the Coillesdene area is not correct 

- all the displaced traffic has simply driven along the 

shortest available route through the Coillesdene area.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

My concern is that displaced traffic will over-load the 

King's Road round-about No change

Not certain that my estimate of no change is correct as I 

no longer drive.  so am less aware of traffic. Neither agree nor disagree

I get the impression that traffic through Portobello has 

increased but don't know why - Portobello gets more and 

more popular, both  in terms of people visiting and of 

increasing numbers of residents. Neither agree nor disagree No

I use a 4-wheel walker.  Any problems I have are related 

to pavement surfaces rather than to  the availability of 

pavements.   Bumps are usually due to unsatisfactory re-

instatement after service repairs. Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly agree

Quality of life much better for residents of Brunstane 

road. The place is transformed. Could not be more 

different. No episodes of road-rage, hooting and swearing 

by motorists- had been happening almost daily before 

the trial. No damage to vehicles- had been happening 

weekly before the trial. Reduced pollution. Safe for 

cyclists and children. A much happier place. Significant decrease Strongly agree No significant increase in traffic. No negative impacts. Strongly agree

More people cycling/ walking into portobello rather than 

taking the car. More people using brunstane road as a 

cycle route. Yes

Now that brunstane road is safe for children to cycle, 

have cycled much more. Traffic control measures have 

encouraged me to walk or cycle into portobello more, 

rather than taking the car. Yes

As a private business  Strongly disagree

All people are doing is wasting fuel and polluting the air 

driving round and round to get to the street that’s open. Not Answered Strongly disagree

It’s making the streets that are open busier and more of a 

hazard to pedestrians Strongly disagree

You are driving further so that’s never good for the 

environment No No

I think the whole scheme is ridiculous and a waste of 

money they say they don’t have.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

I no longer live in a 'war zone'. No one swearing at me, no 

one sounding their horns and no damage to my car.

My daughters asthma has improved and hopefully on 

going 

I feel like I live in a pleasant resident area that areas close 

by have always had Significant decrease

Of course there are still vans,  not articulate lorries and 

these are people that are working on properties in the 

street, with no damage to residents cars Strongly agree

It has pushed the articulated lorries, cars using Brunstane 

Road as a short cut and cars driving over the 20 mile an 

hour limit to use the Harry Lauder Road or Portobello by 

pass. Harry Lauder Road I thought was built for 

articulated lorries and people that wanted to go faster 

than 20 miles an hour. As for those using it as a short 

they are a lot of wider roads that take them to the beach Strongly agree

Life especially in the summer felt so much better without 

the stress and people calling each other names because 

there was no passing places or even fighting with each 

other.

The flowers in the front gardens are the best I have seen 

without the fumes. Yes

I walked my dog and it was great , not only the peace and 

quite but no speeding cars or vans. Yes

I think it has worked for the whole area and has made life 

great.

I do not have enough knowledge outside my own are to 

make any suggestion. But it has worked for this area.

As an individual  Disagree

There are now speeding cars, vans and trucks on 

coillesdene drive. 

Not only is it busy at peak times, delivery vehicles - 

including speeding takeaway drivers, make this now a 

dangerous street for children at all times during the day 

and night. 

There have been no measures to monitor affect on. 

Coillesdene drive whatsoever. 

The traffic has increased substantially on this road and it 

is now so dangerous that it’s not safe for children to cross 

the road safely. 

Impact has been substantial increased traffic, increased 

speeding, oversized vehicles using it - loading lorries and 

delivery vans using this as a short cut.

There is nothing slowing drivers down, and many angry 

road raging / accidents on the road itself. Significant increase

Delivery drivers and loading lorries use it as a short cut to 

Milton road.

Day trip dog walkers parking on street.

Drivers speeding up and down the hill at all times through 

day and night make it unsafe.

Takeaway drivers speeding though the night. Strongly disagree

There is no safe way for children to walk from 

coillesdenes to school or in to portobello. With both 

streets coillesdene avenue and coillesdene drive now 

being too dangerous with speeding cars trying to short 

cut. There are no lights or speed bumps to make it safe.

Kid safety has been overlooked Disagree

More people are speeding - more CO2, less kids walking 

or using bikes in the coillesdenes as it’s an unsafe place to 

walk. No

“Wheeled” what does that mean? 

My children used to walk to their friends but since the 

closure I will no longer let them do the journey alone. It’s 

too dangerous. No

No through traffic in the coillesdenes at all. Barriers at the 

end of each residential road.

Brunstane reopen to connect to the bypass. In person door to door. A meeting in local centre.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Brunstane Road I have seen a huge 

improvement in the level and type of traffic on Brunstane 

Road. Traffic levels have dropped greatly and there are 

very few large lorries. This has resulted in much less noise 

which was especially bad for lorries driving up Brunstane 

Road, which causes vibration of the whole building. I 

prefer to cycle or walk for transport and the quieter 

street and cycle-friendly planters make this a far safer 

experience. Previously I had many close-passes, tailgating 

and aggressive drivers while cycling on Brunstane Road. Significant decrease

There has been a very large reduction in traffic on my 

street.

One observation is that a significant number of vehicles 

attempt to drive up Brunstane Road as if it is still fully 

open and then turn back round at the road closure. Some 

of these drivers attempt to drive at very high speeds, 

especially when they realise they have lost time in 

attempting to drive up a closed road. I feel increased 

signage at the entrance to Brunstane Road may help. 

Perhaps even narrowing the entrance to Brunstane Road 

at the Northern entrance with further planters would 

reinforce the message.

Additionally, it appears there is a viable route from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Road such that a significant 

number of drivers choose to navigate the quiet 

residential streets so perhaps further restrictions would 

help. Strongly agree

It is my experience that there is generally lower traffic in 

the area. The streets feel safer for cycling and walking. I 

see many more people using the streets to cycle between 

the Innocent Cycle path and Portobello. There are far 

fewer lorries driving on the streets. Strongly agree

The decreased traffic volume and near-elimination of 

lorries and larger vehicles has resulted in much less 

choking fumes and noise. I see many more people cycling 

in the area, including delivery cycles. I choose to cycle 

more (as opposed to driving) because I now feel safer on 

my local streets. Yes

I choose to cycle more (as opposed to driving) because I 

now feel safer on my local streets. I also see many more 

people cycling in the area, including cyclists making 

deliveries using cargo bikes. The cycle-friendly planters on 

Brunstane Road enable a safe connection between the 

Innocent cycle path and Portobello. Yes

The changes made in the trial have made a huge 

improvement and I strongly support making them 

permanent. I find the local streets much improved for 

walking, cycling and the traffic reduction makes for far 

quieter streets.

One observation is that a significant number of vehicles 

attempt to drive up Brunstane Road as if it is still fully 

open and then turn back round at the road closure. Some 

of these drivers attempt to drive at very high speeds, 

especially when they realise they have lost time in 

attempting to drive up a closed road. I feel increased 

signage at the entrance to Brunstane Road may help. 

Perhaps even narrowing the entrance to Brunstane Road 

at the Northern entrance with further planters would 

reinforce the message.

Additionally, it appears there is a viable route from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Road such that a significant 

number of drivers choose to navigate the quiet 

residential streets so perhaps further restrictions would 

help.

I’m very happy with the way the scheme was consulted 

and implemented. My only negative comment is that I 

wish it could have been done earlier. A sustained effort of 

monitoring, recording and communication by dedicated 

residents was required to get this far.

Also, now that the trial has been running for some time I 

think it could have gone even further in limiting traffic 

volumes although I appreciate there needs to be a 

balance between level of change and perceived impact to 

gain approval.

I’m very pleased and grateful we have these changes.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Far more residents have found an increase in traffic 

volumes and speed resulting from the changes than those 

benefiting.  The proposed permanent changes are 

therefore inherently undemocratic and unfair. Significant decrease

As our street, Coillesdene Crescent, is closed off at the 

junction with Milton Road East we have seen a big drop in 

traffic volume.  However, the remaining traffic is tending 

to speed, in some cases well over the 20mph limit, 

presumably to make up for the longer journey 

distance/time used by the temporary closure of 

Brunstane Road. Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road has been a major route into Portobello 

from the south and back for over 100 years.  Its closure 

has meant vehicles using longer routes (1.8 miles)  

surrounding Joppa or cutting through our area.  If I lived 

in Portobello I would be concerned at the longer time an 

ambulance would take to reach me so I would say the 

trial has a negative impact. Strongly disagree

Longer vehicle journey distances/times must relate to 

greater pollution on the environment. No No

A mini-holland version with no though roads EXCEPT for 

EMERGENCY and COUNCIL vehicles controlled 

electronically may be the answer.  Expensive to set up 

though and would still disadvantage the majority to the 

benefit of the minority.  If you are trying to discourage car 

use surely the introduction of no on-street (and on-

pavement) parking overnight by, say, 2030 would be the 

answer. In the meantime a charge could be made for 

overnight parking which could go towards the cost of the 

abovementioned scheme(s).

Consultation process has been good but decisions should 

be based on majority views. Perhaps trial schemes should 

be limited to one year

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It is now a ridiculous journey from our house at the 

Brunstane Road end of Argyle Crescent to and from the 

Milton Road. For example to get to Asda and back - just 

up the road - is now a journey of 2.2 miles. This is clearly 

a waste of petrol and adds to global warming! The 

Coillesdene area must be suffering from excess traffic too. 

A simple solution would be to make Brunstane Road one 

way down from Milton Road and the reverse journey via 

Coillesdene Avenue and Drive. Also driving instructors are 

clearly finding life more difficult in Coillesdene Avenue. 

Why should the people who live in that closed part of 

Brunstane Road have what they want at the expense of 

everyone in the area! No change

As I am in Argyle Crescent there is always traffic coming 

past our house, whichever way it goes next. Neither agree nor disagree

It doesn’t really affect the rest of Portobello other than 

for these people  getting through the Brunstane 

Coillesdene system! Strongly disagree

More fuel bring burned by traffic making longer journeys. 

Ambulances, delivery vans, bucket lorries etc have to 

travel further also burning more fuel! No

Always walk when I can but have to take the car 

sometimes! No Absolutely not!! It’s a damn nusiance!

I think it’s disgraceful that despite about 80% of people 

surveyed the last time saying no to closing Brunstane 

Road the council totally ignored this and closed it 

anyway! So I would say that if a survey this time 

produces a similar result- which I am sure it will! - the 

council should listen to the majority of people and reopen 

it!

As I’ve said before a one way system with Brunstane Road 

and Coillesdene Avenue would be the best solution.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes may have been beneficial to the residents in 

the streets where traffic calming has taken place but 

there has been a considerable increase in the volume of 

traffic on Duddingston Park, which is a key route for 

pupils walking to Portobello High School. Speeding traffic 

has long been a problem in Duddingston Park and the 

increase in traffic unfortunately means an increase in 

speeding vehicles.  Residents in Duddingston Park should 

also be able to expect to enjoy a pleasant environment. Significant increase Strongly disagree See comments above Strongly disagree

The problem has just been moved from one area to the 

other so there has been no change to the environmental 

impact Yes No

Perhaps open up some of the currently closed streets in 

Coillesdene to traffic - could operate one way system to 

reduce traffic flow and share the impact across the area.

Residents of areas impacted by changes in other streets 

need to be made aware of traffic consultations.  There are 

lots of posters around the area about the electric car 

charging points in King's Road but no communications 

about this consultation

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It is a nightmare trying to get into and out of portobello. 

Sir Harry Lauder rd Is gridlock at peak times and since slip 

Rd has been closed takes traffic longer to turning onto 

the A1. driving through the collisdenes is just a joke most 

days with all the leaf we drivers, such a long way round 

instead of just driving up brunstane rd. No change Strongly disagree Brunstane Rd is the direct through rd to portobello. Strongly disagree

Just making the collisdene area busier which is much 

more residential. Yes

Try walking down brunstane rd with Cars parked on the 

pavement, then try that on a bin day absolutely 

impossible to walk on pavement. No

I think it would be an absolute disgrace if this rd is closed 

on a permanent basis.

There was a consultation done before the overall majority 

wanted the rd kept open. 

Try listening to what people want.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

Other (please specify)  Strongly disagree

It depends on where you reside. 

If you live on Brunstane road then the changes have been 

beneficial. If you live in the surrounding streets then you 

have been adversely effected.

I accept that there is a traffic problem in Brunstane road 

and something  needs to be done to try and solve the 

problem. 

However, this scheme only moves the problem on to 

other streets. It does not solve it.

It has increased traffic in surrounding streets. It has 

increased pollution from traffic in those areas. It has 

increased the speed of traffic in those areas resulting in 

an increase in the accident risk to pedestrians and cyclists

I originally thought and suggested that a complete ban on 

through traffic  in the Joppa triangle was the only way to 

solve the problem. However, as that seems too drastic for 

many why can Brunstane road not be one way only? At 

least that would decrease the volume of traffic which is 

displaced from Brunstane road. Traffic on Brunstane road 

would be halved. Congestion would be decreased 

considerably and disputes between traffic travelling in 

opposite directions eliminated. In addition there would 

be less of an increase in pollution. The scheme would stay Significant increase Disagree

Traffic in Brighton place has increased and exacerbated an 

existing traffic problem especially for buses. Strongly disagree

Motorists now have to drive further so more pollution 

occurs. Residents in neighbouring streets are subject to 

air pollution and increased accident risk when walking or 

cycling. Traffic moves faster on surrounding streets than 

it did on Brunstane road  thereby increasing accident risk. No No See answer 6

Any future similar scheme should be implemented as it 

was advised to the local residents. This scheme was 

changed without consultation. The original scheme 

included speed reducing measures on Coillesdene Avenue 

which were never installed. Where was the openness and 

consultation?  It gives the impression that the Council will 

implement what it wants and consultation is just a sham. 

The overwhelming majority of residents voiced 

opposition to the scheme. This opposition, if the 

restrictions become permanent, will have been ignored. 

Again the impression is that consultation is just a sham.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

So the selfish residents of Brunstane Road basically now 

have a publicly maintained private road so that they can 

park their cars and live a quieter life whilst the rest of us 

get the displaced traffic. Slight increase

You have this data  from your traffic count equipment.  

Will you share it please. Strongly disagree

Glad I don't live in Milton Terr or Milton Drive.  I'm sure 

these residents have a warm glowing feeling knowing that 

all is well for Brunstane Road folks. Strongly disagree

Don't get a sense of any reduction in vehicle ownership 

amongst Brunstane Road residents.  The walking and 

wheeling message is clearly not reaching there. No

I am and have been an avid cyclist for many years.  I don't 

equate the closure of Brunstane Road as having had any 

impact on my transport choices.  Why would it? No

Please return this publicly maintained road to all of the 

community.  We all pay for it.  It should not be a private 

car park.  Happy to have a one way system with parking 

suspended on one side.  That would have a positive 

impact on reduced vehicle ownership amongst Brunstane 

Road residents.

Hows about actually listening to the majority view which 

voted against this ludicrous situation.  Don't we live in a 

democracy any more?

As an individual  Strongly agree

I am a resident of Brunstane Road, living at the south 

(narrow) end of the road. The road has become less 

polluted with improved safety for disabled who require 

wheelchairs and children in buggies.  Child safety is a 

critical concern as there are many more young toddlers / 

children now living in the south end of the street.

A major benefit has been the swift reduction of angry 

drivers shouting when they get stuck, often getting out 

their cars, arguing with others.

It has been a joy to see so many cyclists cycling on route 

to and from the Innocent Railway / Promenade. Significant decrease

Most of the traffic now appears to be residents / delivery 

vans/ dog walking services. Neither agree nor disagree

Traffic appears to have been displaced to wider roads as 

planned, Joppa Road and Milton Road which are better 

suited for two way traffic. However, despite the 

displacement, they do not appear to be badly impacted, 

most times of the day they remain traffic light.

Anecdotally, many people who were against the closure 

have realised that it takes no longer to access the bypass 

via Joppa Road / Milton Road, in fact appears quicker as 

you don't get stuck in Brunstane Road. Strongly agree

There are reports from neighbours of improvement in 

respiratory conditions such as asthma. This is a critical 

public health issue and is vital in the CEC's ambition to 

reduce emissions and improve the quality of the air we 

breathe.  The reduction in traffic improves the 

environment and therefore quality of life in so many 

respects. Yes

Both myself and family members have started to use our 

bikes much more, because we feel much safer in the 

street. Prior to the closer it was nerve-wracking trying to 

mount the bike and jump on between cars passing. It was 

too dangerous to cycle up/down the road as cars tended 

not to stop to allow you to pass and would often attempt 

to overtake in dangerously narrow space.

I have also walked considerably more, it far more 

pleasant chatting to neighbours without the constant 

noise of traffic. Yes

A more visible, better angled sign at the Milton Road end 

of the road to warn drivers about the road being closed.  

Drivers have often started to turn into the road before 

they've seen the sign.

The sole reason given to open the road relates to 

apparent inconvenience - I am not aware of any other 

valid reason to open the road.

The closure of Brunstane Road has been a long and 

challenging project. Since the first attempts about 30 

years ago, much more is known about the benefits of 

exercise, outdoor activity, climate change, and how 

pollution effects the lungs of children and adults.  

Hopefully the ETRO will be made permanent, the long 

struggle to close Brunstane Road could provide an 

exemplar for residents living in unhealthy rat run roads. 

Suggest other groups could try to enlist the support of an 

academic partner, perhaps a student studying 

environment / traffic management / behaviour change. 

This arrangement would benefit both parties as changes 

to road traffic is complicated as the right to good health 

is challenged by the right to own a car and drive through 

residential areas which were never designed for two way, 

heavy traffic.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Make the road one way rather than closing entirely

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I now have to drive further to get to portobello which I 

feel is bad fir the environment No change

Brunstane Road closures don't affect my street but the 

closure of Stanley Street affects me. It takes me twice as 

long to access portobello Strongly disagree It makes other roads busier knock on effect Strongly disagree

If I have to drive longer and wait in queues then surely 

that is bad for the environment No No

Why should certain roads be closed because councillors 

stay there. I pay road tax for my car so why do the council 

think they can close roads therefore denying me use of 

roads I pay for

Stop closing roads abolish bus lanes let people drive on 

roads they pay for

As an individual  Disagree

These changes are having a significant impact on the 

volume of traffic on Milton drive and Milton terrace - 

both have increased significantly which must be upsetting 

for the residents on these streets. Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Yes But this had not been because of the road closure! No

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

Agree that Brunstane Rd should be closed at bridge. Don’t 

agree with all the other restrictions. Specifically the one 

way implemented on Milton Dr. A better solution would 

be to make Seaview Crescent only accessible to local 

traffic. Add cameras, which could cover the cost with 

fines for users not local. Significant increase Traffic has increased, and goes faster Strongly disagree Disagree

While the traffic congestion on Brunstane Rd will 

decrease pollution, Cars stopping and starting on Milton 

Drive and Milton Terrace and longer distance will counter 

the decrease. Forcing traffic to Eastfield may reduce 

pollution No No As indicated earlier do not allow through traffic in the area Chang he road restrictions multiple times through the trial

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Don’t know Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

What you have done is to simply divert the same traffic 

further down Milton Road East to have it drive all the way 

back along Coillesdene Avenue, to get onto Portobello 

High St. Argyle Crescent, Brunston road etc. and beyond 

causing thousands of tons of extra CO2 to be pumped 

into the atmosphere. I normally have to go to Milton Rd, 

about 20 times a week, the extra travelling to and from 

my house at no 18 will cost me an extra gallon of petrol a 

week, Costing residents near Brunstane Rd. end even 

more. Multiplying that with thousands of vehicles doing 

the same thing every day, it is absolutely ridiculous. 

Totally opposed to Edinburgh carbon free philosophy.

A simple and more accessible solution would be to make 

Brunstane Road one-way traffic. preferably down from 

Milton Road to Joppa Road, thus allowing all the 

residents of Coillesdene Avenu to access the residences 

from whichever approach is closest to their home.

The current situation has only exacerbated the traffic 

through Coillesdene Avenue, making it a Rat Run. Some 

vehicles are speeding up to 50 MPH, a fatality waiting to 

happen. CHANGE THE SYSTEM TO ONE-WAY DOWN 

BRUNSTANE FROM MILTON ROAD AND OPEN UP THE 

OTHER UNNECESSARY BLOCKAGES NOW.. Riccardo 

Valvona Significant increase

Almost all traffic from Argyle Crescent Brunstane Rd. 

north Morton St. north andsouth and all Coillesdene Ave. 

are now travelling along Coillesdene Ave, Why should we 

get the brunt of the closures?  and all detailed as above Strongly agree

The whole exercise has not been discussed with the local 

residents and thought through wisely before being 

introduced, All that has happened is to divert most of the 

Brunstane Rd. traffic along Coillesdene Ave. Milton Drive 

Milton Crescent etc. Strongly agree

Thousands of tons of CO2 are being pumped into the 

atmosphere unnecessarally by the changes . No No It is rediculous as it is now. All are detailed in my first statement.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Causing traffic to go elsewhere and make those routes 

busier No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

No difference whatsoever, a token gesture.

How about not building thousands of homes on green 

belt land bringing cars and people that an infrastructure 

can’t support No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

If anything the road should be made one way. The 

disruption, increased traffic going through quite streets, 

inconvenience to many people is a disgrace. All this for 

the chosen few. Also an outrage that this went ahead as 

after a public vote, the minority won.

Moving their problem and putting it on other people who 

bought their home in quiet street as opposed to those 

who chose to buy in Brunstane road. No change Strongly disagree As said above. Made other people's lives a misery! Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I live in Seaview Crescent which has become much busier 

with traffic coming down Milton Terrace heading towards 

Portobello. All of the remaining accessible roads in 

Coillesdene are much busier. The new one way streets are 

confusing and dangerous as many drivers don’t know 

they are one way or continue to use them anyway. I also 

now have to regularly turn on our street to head east and 

use Eastfield Gardens to access Milton Road East, which is 

an adverse camber turn from Coillesdene Avenue and is 

not the easiest road to use as there are generally parked 

cars all the way along it. In summary the problem has 

moved from Brunstane Road to the Coillesdenes as most 

responses stated in the last consultation exercise. Significant increase

As above Milton Terrace/Seaview Crescent now used as 

rat run. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

More cars are driving further in a larger suburban area. 

The flower beds/Road blocks didn’t really work either. No This had made no difference to my travel habits. No

All that has happened with the current temporary 

scheme is that the problem has moved. The temporary 

scheme is now blighting the lives of a large number of 

people for the benefit of a tiny minority.

Any schemes in future, including hopefully the results of 

this consultation/survey, should take full consideration of 

the views of the majority when any decisions are made. 

The local residents have  had to live with results of this 

undemocratic “temporary scheme” in our 

neighbourhood. The explanation received from Maureen 

Child on why this decision was made was laughable.The 

most sensible option for Brunstane Road was to make it 

one way.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree Strongly agree Yes Walked more Yes

As an individual  Disagree

To get from the Carpark behind Coillesdene House to 

Miltonn road now is an un necessary convoluted route. No change Disagree

Through traffic down Brunstane road was a problem but 

obstructing the other streets is not the answer Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease

Living on Brunstane Road, which is now like a different 

road altogether! So much more friendly towards 

pedestrians and cyclists, and no congestion. Agree Seeing more cargo bikes and bikes carrying kids around. Strongly agree Far quieter, people on street more likely to stop and chat, Yes

Always walked a lot anyway, but impact has been on my 

inclination to cycle - much more likely now. Yes

Feel it’s all been very positive. We are more than happy 

to drive the detour round Joppa Road onto Milton Road 

to get to the A1. Hoping those with concerns previously 

are now less so, are feeling some benefits, and have now 

got into new habits for their driving route.  Or if they still 

have concerns, can these be addressed in a constructive 

way?

No - I thought the consultation in the evening at local 

community centre a couple of years ago was very 

inclusive and encouraged constructive input.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I believe we have created a large triangular car park 

I’m sure Brunstane road could be made one way ( into 

portobello to help local businesses) 

I think other residential areas have become more 

congested Slight increase Disagree Surrounding main roads have become more congested Disagree Longer waiting and queuing traffic No No By mail to all residents on the electoral roll  in EH15

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure has had a very negative effect on traffic 

elsewhere in Portobello. With Brunstane Road and 

Baileyfield Crescent closed and access through Collisdene 

limited, it has significantly increased the volume of traffic 

on the High Street trying to get out of portobello, forcing 

traffic to queue for the lights at the Kings Road end or at 

Brighton Rd junction. There is no discernible benefit other 

than to those living on Brunstane Road who will have a 

quieter Street, while those in Collisdene must be sick of 

cars trying to find their way out. Significant increase

As there are more cars on the High Street, it takes longer 

to get onto it from Figgate Street, especially during 

Towerbank School dropoff times. Strongly disagree

The closure has had a very negative effect on traffic 

elsewhere in Portobello. With Brunstane Road and 

Baileyfield Crescent closed and access through Collisdene 

limited, it has significantly increased the volume of traffic 

on the High Street trying to get out of portobello, forcing 

traffic to queue for the lights at the Kings Road end or at 

Brighton Rd junction. There is no discernible benefit other 

than to those living on Brunstane Road who will have a 

quieter Street, while those in Collisdene must be sick of 

cars trying to find their way out. Strongly disagree

The changes have not led to fewer cars, just more cars on 

the Hugh Street which is the main pedestrian area, so 

more people are affected. No No

As an individual  Disagree

Only benefits those in brunstane or coillesdene, simply 

pushes traffic into Milton Rd and High st Slight increase

More traffic on Windsor place, joppa grove and terrace. 

More air pollution and longer queues on High St and 

Brighton place. Strongly disagree Disagree No No

Most public consultation was against the proposed 

changes in the first place but was not listened to. Signage 

was poor and unreadable at a distance. Clearly needed to 

be more consultation with emergency services and raise 

as many ambulances nearly collided with planters in an 

attempt to get through. Many locals also ignore one way 

elements of routes which in itself causes more danger. 

Concentrate on making the high St and areas where 

people actually walk and congregate more pedestrian and 

cycle friendly. If you need to deal with congestion at 

brunstane it makes much more sense to make that one 

way.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

The traffic on Seaview Crescent and all around the 

Coillesdene area has significantly increased, making a 

hitherto pleasant area for strolling with grandchildren etc 

much more unpleasant and hazardous. Strongly disagree

The traffic in and around Portobello high street, Brighton 

Road, and Joppa road is significantly worse. Strongly disagree

More, longer, and often slower routes to simply get from 

A to B. Awful. No No

The problem of Brunstane Road has now become a 

problem for a much wider area. This can’t be right.

Taking a sledge hammer to crack a nut is not the best 

way. I believe the majority of people consulted disagreed 

with the idea of completely closing the road. I think traffic 

calming measures should be introduced ; consider one 

way only; even consider making Brunstane Road a 10mph 

zone.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has made it much easier and safer for me to travel by 

bike to shopping destinations including Asda and the 

Range, as well as accessing the National Cycle Network. I 

don't have a car and am dependent on my bike to get 

around. No change Strongly agree Strongly agree

There was previously traffic congestion in the area, air 

pollution and a general feeling of danger when the street 

was used as a rat run by drivers. Yes

Yes - I have used that route far more often to cycle to the 

destinations I want to get to. Other routes are more 

awkward. Yes

However we need a safe walking/cycling crossing at the 

top of the road to allow people to access the off-road 

paths and the National Cycle Network - it currently isnt 

safe for children to cross on their own.

We should move quickly with the use of ETROs and we 

should engage on how the scheme will be undertaken to 

improve it, not on whether or not to do it. Consultations 

shouldnt be referenda. There will always be noisy 

opposition from those determined to maintain the 

dominance of private vehicles - but we suffer from far too 

much traffic in Portobello - it impacts on our quality of 

life and our ability to get around if we walk, wheel or 

cycle.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There have been no benefits to the Coillesdene area 

during the trial.

The changes have created increased levels of traffic in the 

Coillesdene area which in turn has led to previously quiet 

streets being less safe for pedestrians and cyclists and 

more polluted.

Car journeys for local residents are now longer with direct 

routes to the main roads being unnecessarily restricted. Significant increase

The changes have created increased levels of traffic in the 

Coillesdene area which in turn has led to previously quiet 

streets being less safe for pedestrians and cyclists and 

more polluted. Strongly disagree

The changes have moved the traffic issues from 

Brunstane Road to Brighton Place which has become 

significantly busier. Strongly disagree

Car journeys for local residents in the Coillesdene area are 

now longer with direct routes to the main roads being 

unnecessarily restricted. No

I have walled and cycled just as often as I did prior to the 

trial, however the roads are now busier with vehicular 

traffic and have become less safe for other users. No

I would like the measures implemented during the trail to 

be removed and the Coillesdene area returned to the 

quiet and safe neighbourhood it was before.

In future it would be good if the Council listened to the 

overwhelming majority of local residents in Joppa and 

Portobello who, when consulted, opposed these 

proposals.

Why bother consulting the public if you are going to 

implement the changes anyway?

The implementation of the measures could have been 

improved with better signposting to alert motorists of 

the changes well in advance of the affected junctions.

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight decrease

Fast rat running at rush hour times has been greatly 

reduced in Mount Lodge place. This is very welcome as 

there are often children playing in the street around the 

play park. It's often necessary to walk in the street here 

due to wheely bins kept in the street all week and 

pavement parking by the play park. Strongly agree Strongly agree

That's a very vague question, but the environmental gains 

of reducing car use in general are well understood. No

I'm one of the brave few who cycles anyway despite the 

dangerous conditions in Edinburgh. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has greatly reduced traffic on Brunstane Road and 

Argyle Crescent which is great for the area regarding 

traffic volume and pollution. Significant decrease See above Strongly agree See above Strongly agree See above Yes It has encouraged me to walk more. Yes

Not Answered Strongly disagree

The implementation has been poor. Cars, taxis and vans 

regularly ignore the diversions and no entry signs. If 

traffic ever gets back to pre-covid levels then this will be a 

disaster. No change

Volume has change due to covid and people working 

from home and nothing to do with Brunstane Road. Neither agree nor disagree

What do you mean by positive impact, you haven't 

provided a definition. The volume of traffic during rush 

hours has reduced but due to covid and people working 

from home. I don't think it has anything to do with this 

measure. Neither agree nor disagree

How are we measuring this and probably more 

importantly are the council measuring it? 

The big containers with the plants in it are ugly. No

No, I cycled and walked regularly. I'm going to guess covid 

lockdowns changed habits and you will have a hard time 

trying to identify the impact this has had on lifestyle and 

environment. It would also be good to see the baseline 

data you are using to compare the start of the trial and 

now. Don't know/No opinion

I'm not convinced by the arguments for closing it in the 

first place. Road safety??? Kids don't play on the streets 

anymore and haven't done for 30 years. To encourage 

more cycling and walking?? Lockdown did that and my 

view is that less people are cycling now than when 

lockdown started. Less car damage? Not the strongest 

argument for displacing traffic onto nearby streets.

My gut feel is that the closure was done to appease a few 

"noisey neighbours".

I think there is an argument to say it should be a one way 

road, with cameras on it to fine people who flout the 

rules. Other restrictions could be cars and bikes only...oh 

but people in the street will still want vans to deliver their 

amazon parcels. Cake and eat it springs to mind.

See above.

My experience with this is that people aren't consulted. I 

only found out about this through a councillor leaflet put 

through my door. The council regularly fail to consult 

outside or a very narrow group of interested 

stakeholders. When I look on the council website I can't 

find anything about this and I haven't seen anything on 

social media so to the paranoid and conspiracy theorists 

it just feels like this exercise is lip-service to an already 

done deal.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree No change Disagree

All the traffic in the area has been concentrated in in a 

couple of streets rather than dispersed throughout many. Neither agree nor disagree Same amount of cars still using the area. No No

Listen to the public opinion- the council went against 

local opinion

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Moving traffic from one road to another cannot be called  

“Traffic Calming “  The Council have completely ignored 

the more intelligent views of the vast majority of the local 

people.  The traffic in Coillesdene Drive has increased 

vastly, also vehicles have to drive much further to come 

from Milton Road East and get down to Portobello, not 

very clever when we’re all trying to reduce emissions. Significant increase See above comments Strongly disagree Strongly disagree See my comments on question 6 No

I have to use my car, as I have severe Rheumatoid 

Arthritis and can only walk a few yards . No

The sensible solution which would benefit everyone and 

also the environment would be to make Brunstane Road 

a one way road from south to north with speed bumps to 

prevent vehicles speeding. See previous comment.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree

I see the benefits to the residents in Brunstane Rd who 

live on the south side of the bridge. However it must have 

created an increase in traffic for some streets in the 

Coillesdenes. Who should be suffering...those who chose 

to live in Brunstane Rd or those in Coillesdene?? No change Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

Traffic now has to travel further thus producing more 

pollution! No Don't know/No opinion

If a vote is taken then surely the majority decides the 

outcome!!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The negative views I suggested in the first "consultation" 

still apply, but will no doubt be ignored again. Increased 

travel distances (two more miles for me) increased time, 

increased congestion, increased pollution, increased 

inconvenience, increased emergency service response, 

delivery issues, refuse collection, property value changes 

and gross unfairness to Coillesdene Avenue properties all 

far outweigh any advantages. One way down is a suitable 

compromise. Why wasn't that tried? No change

The volume of traffic using Argyle Crescent hasn't really 

changed, but the direction of travel has become E W 

rather than N S. I'd also like to point out that the driving 

instructors who have used Coillesdene for years must be 

really fed up having a reasonable training ground ruined 

by increased, usually impatient, through traffic. Strongly disagree See above answers. Strongly disagree

Again, see above.

How does increased drive times, distances and 

congestion square with the councils green agenda? No

I have long walked to the supermarket for minor 

shopping, but when purchasing bulk goods which are 

heavy require the use of my vehicle. I'm quite aware of 

the green issues, but refuse, whilst able, to have a 

delivery service. No

Trial a one way down system if you must, but as far as I'm 

concerned it's a no-brainer.

Consult once and obey the democratic majority. Just DO 

THAT.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic management in Coillesdene has been a 

disaster. Drivers don't follow signs and go the wrong way 

down a "closed" street. Also, residents of Coillesdene 

have to drive round in circles just to get out of 

Coillesdene, increasing the length of the journey and 

presumably adding to air pollution. (Some people need to 

use a car - not everyone is able to walk or cycle.) No change

I am not really aware of an increase in traffic in my street 

but there is certainly an increase in traffic in the street at 

the back of my house and in Coillesdene generally. This 

includes, on one occasion, a speeding police car coming 

down Seaview Crescent. Also, on another occasion, a blue-

light ambulance had to double back because it couldn't 

croos the bridge in Brunstane Road. Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Directing traffic on a meandering route through 

Coillesdene has resulted in an increase in traffic in those 

streets. This must surely increase pollution in streets 

where there used to be mainly residential traffic. No No

The council may have solved a perceived problem in 

Brunstane Road but all they have done is create a 

problem in Coillesdene which didn't exist before. A 

compromise is needed, perhaps a one way system in 

Brunstane Road or double yellow lined passing places, 

similar to those in Bath Street. Alternatively, make 

Brunstane Road a CPZ which would limit the number of 

cars parked there. Also allow traffic to flow freely through 

Coillesdene, or at least come up with a more sensible 

solution than the current scheme which helps no-one.

Closing a road impacts on many more people than just 

the residents of that road. The results of the consultation 

were ignored, namely eighty something percent of people 

against complete closure. Why bother with a consultation 

excercise if the results are not going to be considered? 

The implication of future schemes needs to take into 

account the potential effects on a much wider area and 

not just consider the wishes of a small number of affected 

people. Compromise should be the way forward.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It is much easier, and possibly safer, to travel on bike 

through the Brunstane Collesdene areas. Not Answered Strongly agree Strongly agree The air quality and noise levels are much improved. No

I'm a regular cyclist and the trial has not altered my travel 

patterns. I have noticed that the travel is more pleasant, 

and possibly safer, with no cars at the bridge bottleneck. Yes

I would like to see the traffic hierarchy implemented 

throughout Edinburgh, giving priority to the weakest road 

users, with dedicated cycle lanes and motor free areas.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Obviously, due to the closure of Brunstane Road, the level 

of traffic using the street  has greatly reduced. 

There has been a noticeable increase in bicycle use, by 

families.  people walking. 

Noise and air pollution has dropped. Along with antisocial 

behaviour. Significant decrease

. Obviously, due to the closure of Brunstane Road, the 

level of traffic using the street  has greatly reduced. 

There has been a noticeable increase in bicycle use, by 

families.  people walking. 

Noise and air pollution has dropped. Along with antisocial 

behaviour. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree

Obviously, due to the closure of Brunstane Road, the level 

of traffic using the street  has greatly reduced. 

There has been a noticeable increase in bicycle use, by 

families.  people walking. 

Noise and air pollution has dropped. Along with antisocial 

behaviour. Don’t know Yes

Obviously, due to the closure of Brunstane Road, the level 

of traffic using the street  has greatly reduced. 

There has been a noticeable increase in bicycle use, by 

families.  people walking. 

Noise and air pollution has dropped. Along with antisocial 

behaviour.

If reopened, the street will become busier than before, 

due to the increase in house building in the surrounding 

area. Which was experienced when the housing at Aldi 

were occupied. Continued monitoring of the volume of traffic  in the area

As an individual  Strongly agree

My living environment has significantly improved , as a 

non driver I walk everywhere and really have benefited 

from the reduction in traffic and the lack of road rage 

incidents Significant decrease

Really enjoying the road being used by walkers and 

cyclists in safety Neither agree nor disagree Traffic is now more evenly distributed Strongly agree

My wife’s asthma has significantly improved during this 

trial Yes

Love walking out in the road safely as the bridge was very 

narrow and felt less safe for pedestrians and cyclists Yes

I don’t think that any of the alternatives are going to be 

helpful. One way will only increase speed.

As an individual  Strongly agree

My only issue would be to close all side streets of Milton 

road and portobello road . All traffic should filter to east 

field or kings road to access portobello. Having lived in 

the Coillesdenes then moving to Brunstane Road I can 

appreciate the Coillesdene residents frustration with the 

up surge in traffic. I have had many a conversation with 

friends out with Brunstane Road and I can retort with the 

same inconvenience in reverse. Significant decrease

A joy . No road rage , cars being damaged with drivers 

squeezing past, noise and pollution , my children about to 

leave our home and cycle walk in fear of issues with 

passing cars , Disagree

Just pushed the traffic into the coillesdenes

Shut all rat run points Strongly agree Yes Yes

But close all side streets . Milton and portobello road are 

designed and can cope with the traffic . Education to 

drivers to not make needless journeys As above

Other (please specify)  Strongly disagree

as a disabled person who cannot walk to Brunstane 

Station or Kinnaird Fort shopping, I have to drive a 

considerably increased distance - at considerable 

increased cost, given the price of fuel - to get to either 

location.  I no longer use the train unless going a 

considerable distance - but (as I was in a bus accident and 

cannot use buses due to trauma being triggered) I use my 

vehicle instead.  I know this increases emissions but if the 

Council choose to breach the Public Sector Equality Duty 

and disadvantage particular groups - disabled, pregnant 

women, women with small children, the elderly - but 

closing roads and thus either excluding through loss of 

access or excluding through (unaffordable) increased cost 

then that is the price society will pay.  I also think it is a 

disgrace that roads built with public money and 

maintained with public money - including MY taxes - are 

inaccessible to the public who paid for them.  Selfish and 

illegal, given the multiple breaches of the Public Sector 

Equality Duty. No change

funny how those in nice expensive houses get what are 

now, effectively, private roads (built and maintained with 

public money but not accessible to the wider general 

public never mind the disadvantaged)...but the people in 

Portobello impacted on by the massive increase in people 

visiting the beach who have the visitors urinating and 

defecating in the lanes (small, less expensive houses) are 

told they just have to put up with that even though it is a 

criminal offence under the Civic Government (Scotland) 

Act 1982.  So the wealthy get private roads and the not 

wealthy get their street/lane/garden used as a public 

toilet.  Nice priorities City of Edinburgh Council...we know 

you really don't care about poor people who do menial 

jobs like social care, mental health and so on. Strongly disagree

drivers on the main road get confused by the signs and 

their dithering impacts on other road users - there have 

been some very close calls in terms of almost-accidents; 

parking in Portobello has increased.  Many of the people I 

know find getting to Fort Kinnaird impossible now...so 

the social impact is very negative, particularly for people 

who have "protected characteristics" like disability and 

age.  it is really quite shocking that City of Edinburgh 

Council disregard the Public Sector Equality Duty so 

wantonly and regularly in this city. Shame on you. Disagree

my emissions have increased because, as a disabled 

person, I have to drive further to access what I need to 

access No

64 years old and disabled; no...of course I have not 

walked wheeled or cycled more...because I can't.  it is 

blatant discrimination. No

either a traffic light system on Brunstane Road...or a gate 

that responds to a Q code for drivers who need 

access...but ideally, just return the road - built and 

maintained using public funds - back to being a public 

road, not a private road effectively for residents only.

yes: please read, comprehend and abide by the Public 

Sector Equality Duty so that people with protected 

characteristics are not disadvantaged by this and other, 

similar schemes. Cyclists seem to be being hugely 

advantages in this city (sure - green agenda) but they are 

not a group with protected characteristics; the disabled, 

on the other hand, are repeatedly being disadvantaged 

through reduced access and additional fuel costs. The 

most vulnerable are  being excluded, expected to pay 

more and thus being socially marginalised.  It is simply 

not good enough.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Disagree

Obviously it has been beneficial to the residents in 

Brunstane Road ! I find the closure of this road a total 

inconvenience. It is adding considerable mileage and time 

to my journeys. When approaching my house from the 

A1 area, I have to drive right down  to Milton Terrace 

then double all the way back ! It’s totally crazy and very 

frustrating for visitors trying to get to my house. I 

appreciate the difficulties experienced by the residents of 

Brunstane Road but cannot understand why a one way 

system has never been trialed? In my opinion, the 

council’s approach to this problem has been totally 

biased towards the residents in Brunstane Road despite 

the feedback they have received in a previous 

consultation from residents in the surrounding area. No change I have not really noticed a change. Not Answered

I think there is more traffic in the Coillesdene area trying 

to navigate in and out, especially those not familiar with 

the area/ restrictions. Disagree No No

There is no point in doing consultations then ignoring the 

voice of the majority which is what happened after the 

last one. I have lost faith in the council finding a solution 

to this that will benefit both the residents of Brunstane 

Road AND the surrounding area.

As an individual  Agree Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

As an individual  Disagree

They have not been very beneficial to the residents of the 

Coillesdene area. There have been queues due to the 

increase of traffic and many more learner drivers in the 

area. The learner drivers cause traffic build up due to 

practicing reversing around stationary cars with another 

car on the other side thus stopping traffic. Significant increase Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Due to traffic build up negative impact on the invironment No No

It was always a bad idea from the start the only people to 

be if it were the brunstane road residents everybody else 

has to suffer

As an individual  Strongly agree

The quality of life in Brunstane Road has improved 

immeasurably since this trial began. There are no longer 

constant traffic jams, large volumes of trucks using the 

street, aggressive arguments between drivers or endless 

damage to cars. There is now greater interaction between 

neighbours, greater safety on the road, greater use by 

pedestrians, buggies and cyclists including cycling families 

feeling able to use the road, better air quality (birds 

nested in my front hedge for the first time ever, and I am 

aware of someone who is using their inhaler less 

frequently), and an overall feeling of greater wellbeing. Significant decrease

Brunstane Road is no longer a through route and so the 

number of vehicles and trucks has greatly reduced. Some 

vehicles still use the road having not seen or believed the 

signage but the has reduced over time. Strongly agree

I consider there has been very limited impact on most of 

the surrounding area. The traffic has been directed to 

take the major roads which are more able to cope with 

the volume. I am aware that traffic has increased in some 

other roads being seen as alternatives to Brunstane Road 

but again consider the construction of these roads means 

they are more suitable for that level of traffic. Improved 

signage or other measures may mitigate these effects. I 

do not think the answer to increased traffic elsewhere is 

to reopen Brunstane Road but to address the issues with 

other suitable traffic management measures. Strongly agree

The air quality and sense of community in Brunstane 

Road has improved enormously. Neighbours are more 

able to interact, those pushing buggies can use the road 

more safely as cars are not parking on the pavement to 

try to avoid damage, pedestrian traffic has increased, and 

large numbers of cyclists are using the road including 

tourist tours of Edinburgh. Yes

I am not a confident cyclist so felt unable to use my bike 

on the road.  Now I can have safe access to many cycle 

routes. Yes

In terms of Brunstane Road I would not make any 

alterations apart from improved signage. However I am 

aware that some of the Coillesdene roads have had 

increased traffic and it may be that some amendments to 

the current measures there would alleviate this. I do not 

think a solution to increased traffic elsewhere is to open 

Brunstane Road again as the situation in this street was 

recognised to be intolerable.

I think it is important to get the traffic measures correct 

now before the large amount of new build taking place in 

Brunstane is occupied. I consider the traffic from this 

development would adversely affect the whole of the 

Joppa triangle and suitable diversion routes must be in 

place.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has increased traffic, noise and pollution around the 

Joppa triangle. Cars coming off Milton Road into the area 

now have one route, which goes past elderly people's 

housing - why?  The only people to have benefitted from 

this exercise are residents of Brunstane road, at the 

expense of everyone else.  Additionally, how are 

emergency vehicles meant to get through when 

Brunstane Road is closed? No change Disagree

People have further to drive to get to the Asda 

supermarket. Strongly disagree

More noise and pollution in areas affected by road 

closures No No

Emergency vehicles and residents should be allowed 

through access.  If the road was No Entry at ONE end only 

i.e. Milton Road EXCEPT for emergency vehicles and 

residents this may meet the needs of Brunstane residents 

AND everyone else in the area, as the other roads which 

were closed from Milton Road in to the Joppa triangle 

could be opened again.

I and many other residents feel that the Council did not 

take account of any views, but went ahead with this 

exercise regardless, so we have no confidence that our 

views are listened to.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Any measures like these should be planned and 

implemented as a coherent single plan that considers the 

full Portobello/Joppa area. For example, measures to 

reduce congestion on Portobello High Street, improving 

traffic flow along all arterial routes in/out of the area 

including Southfield Place, Brighton Place, Brunstane 

Road, Portobello High Street from Kings Road all the way 

along to Abercorn Park. And there needs to be massive 

improvement in the frequency of the bus service and 

cycle links. No change Strongly disagree

Congestion even worse along Portobello High Street, 

Southfield Place, Brighton Place etc. Unsafe on a bike. 

Unsafe as a pedestrian. Strongly disagree

Extensive rerouting - we now have a 1.5 mile extra detour 

to get our weekly shop at Asda. Traffic backed up along 

the high street, Brighton Place, Southfield Place and other 

routes. All bringing more pollution. No

We already walk and cycle as much as possible. But it's 

unsafe with young kids and this does not help. No

Would be supportive of Brunstane Road being made one 

way. Needs double yellows, as do Southfield Place and 

Brighton Place and large sections of Portobello High 

Street with traffic calming measures. The current set up is 

a disaster for everyone - bad for drivers, cyclists, 

pedestrians and children/vulnerable.

It would help if the council actually took on board the 

feedback they receive as part of consultations! Local 

people were against the current "ETRO" measures but 

were not listened to and alternative suggestions were not 

given due consideration either.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I have lived in Brunstane Road for more than 15 years. 

I’ve had my family during this time and watched as the 

level and nature of traffic has exponentially increased. I 

always knew that Brunstane Road was somewhat of a ‘rat 

run’ but over the last few years I’ve witnessed huge 

amounts more traffic both ways, and a great deal of 

larger inappropriate vehicles for the street. This has led to 

constant traffic jam issues, damage to resident ceviches 

and properties and a lot of antisocial behaviour. I have 

personally been verbally and physically abused for asking 

drivers to slow down or show some patience, often in 

front of my frightened children. 

The minor inconvenience of an additional 2-3 minutes on 

someone’s journey pales against this level of ongoing 

traffic related misery for Brunstane Road residents 

especially. Significant decrease

It’s like living in a different street. There’s noticeably less 

noise, pollution, property damage, traffic jams and 

antisocial behaviour and more cyclists. It’s what a 

residential street that houses many families should be 

like. This far outweighs the inconvenience of us not being 

able to drive directly into portobello. Let’s not forget, 

Brunstane Road residents also face inconvenience. It’s a 

matter of balance. Strongly agree

I have not witnessed any increased traffic or pollution in 

and around Portobello, Joppa and the Coillesdenes. Traffic 

is travelling freely along more appropriate roads such as 

Milton and Joppa Road. It’s often a false economy to 

travel up or down Brunstane Road to speed up a journey 

due to the high likelihood of traffic jams due to weight of 

traffic and impatient drivers travelling up and down the 

street. Strongly agree

It’s definitely had a massively positive impact on the 

environment on Brunstane Road and I have not noticed 

any adverse effect elsewhere in the local area. Yes

We walk and cycle much more in and around portobello 

as it’s more convenient, quicker and importantly safer for 

our family with less traffic doing double the speed limit in 

quiet residential streets. Yes

The minor level of inconvenience is far outweighed by the 

vastly improved quality of life as a Brunstane Road 

resident. Things cannot go back to the way they were 

with articulated vehicles, antisocial drivers and sheer 

volume of traffic concentrated into an inappropriate 

residential street.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It seems to me that these changes have benefitted only 

one privileged group, the residents of Brunstane Road.  

On the other hand, individuals in other parts of Joppa and 

Portobello requiring the assistance of emergency services 

may experience delays, which might be potentially life-

threatening, and residents of Coillesdene Avenue, 

Coillesdene Drive (north section), Milton Drive, Milton 

Terrace, Morton Street (south section) and Seaview 

Crescent are suffering higher traffic volumes and speeding 

vehicles. No change

Please note again my comment about potential delays in 

emergency services reaching our properties. Strongly disagree

It is totally unequitable that the residents of a particular 

street or streets should be treated more favourably than 

others resulting in an negative impact on others in terms 

of noise and fuel pollution, safety and possible reduction 

in property values. I am sure we would all like less traffic 

through the street where we live but to achieve this for 

everyone is impossible. 

The residents of Brunstane Road were well aware of the 

traffic situation when they moved there. If certain 

residents are unhappy with the former traffic scheme 

then they can always move. 

I would remind you of the Council's human rights 

obligations. Firstly, the right to respect for private and 

family life (choice/autonomy) of the European 

Convention on Human Rights must not be applied or 

limited disproportionately.  Secondly, the right to the 

highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 

(identified in, amongst other treaties, Article 12 of the 

International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural 

Rights which will shortly become an enforceable right in 

Scotland) should not be discriminately realised amongst 

citizens. Strongly disagree

Increased fuel consumption and pollution owing to the 

nearly 2 mile increase in vehicle journeys. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Takes longer to get to main routes. More traffic where it 

doesn’t need to be emergency vehicle access is a concern. Significant increase

Non local traffic is directed down the street via Google 

maps etc. Strongly disagree

I believe it is detrimental to both business and non 

business traffic. Strongly disagree Longer route more fuel for everyone. No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Longer journey time. Higher fuel costs. More pollution. Slight increase Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree Journey time into portobello is significantly longer No No

It’s extremely frustrating and disheartening that the 

views of the vast majority of respondents to previous 

surveys were ignored. This has seriously undermined my 

confidence in the consultation process. I sincerely hope 

the views of respondents will be taken on board this time.

As an individual  Disagree

Our morning and evening commute (with one child in 

nursery in Portobello and the other at school in 

Newcraighall) is considerably longer. We agree something 

needed to change, but a one way system makes more 

sense. No change Disagree Disagree No No

A one way system on Brunstane Rd is sensible. As it 

stands, you’re prioritising the opinion of the wealthy 

people who live in that area and not the wider affects on 

others.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Don’t know. Don't know No No

As an individual  Disagree No change Don’t know. Don't know No No

It’s very frustrating not being able to access any of those 

streets from Milton Rd, I have lots of friends who live 

there and now have to drive much further to get to them, 

probably just makes other streets busier instead?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I drive from Gilberstoun to Portobello regularly and am 

now using other residential streets through Coillesdene 

and Morton Street daily. No change I live in Gilberstoun so am not part of the diversion route. Strongly disagree

To access the Brighton Place area of Portobello, I am now 

driving down Park Avenue on a regular basis quick is a 

residential street and adjacent to the high school. Strongly disagree

I previously drove for 1.2 miles from Gilberstoun to 

Brighton nursery when using Brunstane Road. Now I drive 

for 2 miles through Coillesdene, or 2.5 miles if I drive to 

the end of Milton Road to turn left onto Eastfield. 

Brighton nursery is my nearest nursery and I drive there 

and back for the morning drop off, and there and back for 

evening pick up. So the increase in petrol use, fuel 

emissions and time is substantial. No

I have 2 young children who cannot cycle that distance. I 

have 1 child at Brighton nursery, and another child at 

Newcraighall primary school, so do not have the luxury of 

time to walk both children to both places. No

Please listen to the residents in the wider area. As the 

council went against the views of the majority before 

implementing this scheme, many people are unwilling to 

waste their time completing another survey that they 

know will be disregarded.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

It seems that it is primarily the opinions of the residents 

who directly benefit from this scheme that have been 

taken into account. This cannot be considered a 

legitimate way to conduct a consultation. It is only right 

that the increase in traffic on roads like Brighton Place 

and the resulting implications for safety and pollution 

should be taken into account, especially given that roads 

like this are a route for hundreds of schoolchildren every 

day.

As an individual  Agree

Before the changes to the road Coillesdene Crescent has 

been used for cars to speed round the corner coming off 

Milton Road East for years which has been extremely 

dangereous.  This has also included lorries and sometimes 

single decker buses.  When the houses behind the 

cemetary on Milton Road east are build Coillesedene 

Crescent will be used as a rat run if this is opened. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree

So many more people cycle since the closure.  Although 

the roads are busy I think that cars now use the Sir Harry 

Lauder Road as Brunstane Road and Coillesdene Crescent 

are closed this takes them into Portobello. Yes Yes

As an individual  Disagree

The traffic interventions in the area of Milton Drive, 

Milton Avenue and Coillesdene Avenue do not make 

sense, they force traffic along quieter roads like 

Coillesdene Avenue and Seaview Crescent. The speed and 

volume of traffic we see on Seaview Crescent has 

increased significantly. Significant increase Neither agree nor disagree

I don't really know what the issues are/were. I 

understand that nobody wants significant traffic down 

their street, but the existing solution has just moved the 

issue along marginally to other streets. Disagree

The way that the roads have been closed makes people 

take a longer and more circuitous route to get where they 

need to go. No No

It still forces traffic along quiet streets. Perhaps if they 

were combined by physical measures to slow traffic on 

these quiet streets, it might make people avoid them. 

Right now, they drive a street or two further and speed 

dangerously through quiet streets.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

I understand why the bridge was closed to through traffic 

though I think that was not necessary.

The other changes are just daft.  They have increased the 

times and distances of almost every car journey I make.  

And they were introduced at the very time you decreased 

by almost 50% the level of bus services available to those 

of us who use Joppa Road.

They were also implemented without adequate signage.  I 

have witnessed several near misses involving cars trying 

to turn into blocked off streets.

Traffic planning is not your strong point. Similar schemes should not be implemented.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic through Seaview crescent is increased. There is 

speeding and one way signs are routinely ignored. Significant increase

Increase and increased speeding. One ways are ignored. 

Police have not investigated even when given video 

evidence. Strongly disagree

It has displaced traffic and increased danger in Seaview 

Crescent and Coillesdene Avenue. Cycling seems more 

risky. Strongly disagree

There is more and faster traffic. Some drivers are 30mph 

above speed limit. Commercial vehicles also now use 

Seaview Crescent as a rat run. They ignore the one way 

and police have not pursued even when given video 

evidence. No Cycling is more dangerous especially for children. No

Either remove the whole scheme or make a proper LTN 

with no vehicle rat running possible. Ie block Milton 

Terrace and Milton Avenue at Seaview Crescent. Block 

Coillesdene Avenue etc. This scheme has always been 

cowardly and is neither fish nor fowl. LTNs work and are 

initially unpopular with residents. Who them see the 

benefits. Rat runners hate these schemes. Google maps 

etc currently direct traffic through the rat runs.

Learn from best practice elsewhere. This scheme is 

shameful and should never have been proposed by traffic 

planners. The increased danger traffic and flouting of road 

signs could always be predicted. Selective unfair traffic 

surveys may be manipulated.

This scheme discredits attempts to shift traffic towards 

active travel.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Distribution of traffic now completely unfair - a one way 

system would’ve been fairer Significant decrease Our street blocked off at the end Strongly disagree

To get to portobello a lot more traffic has to go past 

pensioners houses also I’m concerned about fire engines 

etc getting to our area Strongly disagree

More fuel being used by us as well as other motorists 

using this crazy system No No

Listen to what’s being said - a one way system would’ve 

been much better for everyone- I don’t understand why 

one street has caused all this chaos everywhere else
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road has been made safer and much more 

pleasant for cyclists and pedestrians. The regular road 

rage incidents are no more. It is fantastic to see families 

cycle up and down in safety, and to see so many more 

cyclists use it to access the cycle path into town. I myself 

use my bike far more frequently, now that it's safer, and 

realising how much quicker and less stressful it is to do 

so. 

Closing residential streets to traffic is an absolutely 

crucial component of shifting everyone who is able onto 

active travel and public transport, which is essential if we 

are to avoid catastrophic climate change. Transport is the 

largest contributor to harmful climate emissions in 

Scotland, and we have no choice but to change the 

culture of convenience represented by individual car 

ownership. 

It is inconvenient, for sure, on those occasions I have to 

drive, and have to go round the long way (e.g. when 

driving my elderly parents), but the inconvenience is so 

minor when weighed against other values - safe, pleasant 

and quiet residential streets, a liveable planet in the 

future - it is an inconvenience that is easily borne. It only 

takes a few minutes to drive down Milton Road. I never 

cut through the Coillesdenes - it's no quicker and will only 

push the dangerous driving and road rage problems onto 

them. Significant decrease Strongly agree

It is part of a wider shift that will benefit all of us, 

wherever we live in Portobello. 

If we keep on insisting we have the right to drive 

everywhere, we will not survive. Transport is the biggest 

driver of climate emissions in Scotland and it's one that 

we ordinary people can do something about - unlike 

some of the other major drivers. Even if we do not care 

about the floods in Pakistan, that have left 10 million 

children homeless, ie. the present victims of climate 

change, we need to realise that we are the future victims. 

If surrounding streets are busier with cars, it means we 

need to work harder on the required cultural shift to 

public transport/active travel, not backtrack on the few 

positive steps already taken. Strongly agree

It's part of the shift to active travel we desperately need 

and it's brilliant to see so many cyclists use Brunstane 

Road to access the cycle path into town now. I definitely 

use my bike more as a result of the closure. Yes Definitely cycled more. Yes

Yes, as above, it's an absolutely crucial element of what 

needs to be a city-wide transition to making public 

transport and active travel the norm. 

I would vote for all residential streets to be closed to 

through-traffic, for massive investment in accessible, free, 

safe, regular public transport, and for free and accessible 

cycling lessons in schools, to encourage a massive cultural 

shift. Active travel (for those who are able) and public 

transport needs to become the norm. 

I know that it's not possible for everyone - I have disabled 

and elderly relatives for whom it would not be possible. 

But if everyone who CAN use active/public transport 

options DOES, then those that can't should find that they 

too benefit, as they would be the only ones in private cars 

on the roads.

Just close the residential streets! All the evidence from 

European cities is that you just make the changes and 

people then adjust, and are quite happy to do so. I'm not 

at all sure that consultation is the solution here. The IPCC 

has said that only drastic cuts in carbon emissions can 

prevent environmental disaster.

As an individual  Agree

I live on the corner of Seaview Crescent and Milton Drive.

A quite a number of vehicles, often vans or taxis, ignore 

the "No Entry" sign at this junction and turn from 

Seaview Crescent into Milton Drive in a northerly 

direction. They often accelerate to do this.  This 

compounds the hazard they cause.

I would like to see monitoring done to quantify the extent 

of this hazard and when it has been confirmed, I would 

like to see a CCT camera put in place to catch the 

offenders and enable their prosecution.

A potential accident waiting to happen. No change

No change.

Increase in traffic moving North, but more importantly, 

illegal traffic travelling South through the "No Entry" sign 

at speed. Agree

Traffic should be one way in a North direction along 

Brunstane Road.

This change will be needed when new houses are built at 

Brunstane Agree Not Answered No change. Yes

The installation of a CCT camera is needed at the junction 

of Seaview Crescent and Milton Drive to identify illegal 

traffic going South  through this NO ENTRY junction. Take account of information given during consultations

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There are more traffic jams, more pollution, increased 

commuting time, increased petrol costs, slower to get to 

A&E when my mum had an awful fall as we are effectively 

stuck in - only one route out of Joppa now. Significant increase Strongly disagree

General public feeling disillusioned with the council 

ignoring the previous two public consultation despite the 

council working for us (the public). Strongly disagree

Much more traffic on all other roads other than 

Brunstane Road. No No

I would like the council to consult and then listen to the 

public response….eg public overwhelmingly do not want 

this road to close.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has caused a delay in emergency vehicle access . 

Increase in transit time increase pollution 

Increased running cost of the vehicle Slight decrease

I am at the bridge do at the actual closure point. Traffic at 

the lower cross junction has increased significantly as 

people try to circumnavigate the closures. Strongly disagree

All Traffic has had to increase travel time increase 

pollution and increased costs Strongly disagree Increased pollution and congestion. No

The road closure was never about cycling or walking more 

it was from a very small number of residents at the top 

end of Brunstane road wanting to have less traffic. They 

need to look closer to home and see h many vehicle each 

household has. The road is still fully occupied with Parker 

vehicles including work vans and camper vans. No

This was a very unnecessary trail and against the wishes 

of vast majority of home owners in the area. This fact was 

ignored and data manipulated to suit a few individuals. 

Money could definitely have been spend in a more 

constructive way.

Limit parking spaces per household. Or make it parking 

permits to stop people parking large camper vans which 

block pavements and encroach to far into the road for 

months at a time.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic disruption, longer journeys, more traffic displaced 

to surrounding roads, unnecessary expense spent on 

buying enormous planters to block roads. Also, closing a 

public road because the people living on the road want it 

closed sets a dangerous precedent. I understand that 

councillors live on Brunstane Road, which is an interesting 

coincidence. No change Disagree

Large amounts of traffic displaced due to various road 

closures around Coilesdene and Brunstane Road. 

Numerous delivery drivers have reported problems due 

to road closures. Strongly disagree

I can't see any way that displacing traffic into 

neighbouring streets would help the environment. Idling 

times are longer now, journey times are longer. Learner 

drivers practice in Coilesdene causing further road 

blockages, road diversions are through the less wealthy 

areas of Coilesdene, possibly because they are less likely 

to complain about extra traffic - which seems very unfair. No

I have driven more than I had previously as I now have to 

drive to the top of Brunstane Road via Milton road rather 

than driving straight up Brunstane Road. It is a much 

longer trip, so I am now using more petrol and creating 

more emissions as a direct result of the road closures. I 

can't see the benefit of closing the road when a sensible 

alternative to the traffic congestion would have been to 

make the road one way, or reduce the parking to one side 

of the road only. No

I definitely don't want this to be a permanent 

arrangement.  If the council closes Brunstane Road 

permanently, what's to stop the residents of all the other 

roads in Edinburgh from campaigning to have their roads 

closed too. It's ridiculous to close perfectly good roads 

just because some residents complain. Don't close any more roads please.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The only benefit these changes have made is to create a 

better environment for the residents of Brunstane Road 

which has now become a huge car park, (within which 

incidentally many of the residents use the pavements to 

park on, creating difficulty for wheelchair users, blind 

people, people pushing prams and buggies and any other 

people who need to have unhindered pavement access).  

Most of these residents bought their houses in the full 

knowledge that the street was a much used route from 

the north to the south - as it has been for the five 

decades that I've lived in this area.  Like everywhere else 

the traffic volume has increased a great deal in these 

years.

The closure of Brunstane Road to through traffic has 

served to push the problem of too much vehicular traffic 

onto other, local streets whose residents include a high 

proportion of elderly people as well as families with 

young children.  I have witnessed that the volume of 

traffic has significantly increased on these other streets 

and many of the drivers go faster than they would have 

done on the constricted Brunstane Road as these streets 

are wider and longer and the journey from south to north 

and vice versa is now longer and more convoluted, 

meaning drivers are in a greater hurry.

The locals in these streets are, arguably, more vulnerable 

to the higher volume of traffic they have been 

experiencing since the ETRO was introduced than the 

more vocal residents of Brunstane Road, many of whom Slight increase

The front of my house looks onto Portobello High Street 

but we've only been living in this house since April so it's 

hard for me to guage the difference.  We previously lived 

in Bath Street so the impact would be different there. Strongly disagree

See part 6 above re the detrimental impact on the 

surrounding streets.  In addition to the negative impact 

on the immediate vicinity, there is the added extra traffic 

which has now been diverted via Brighton Place, a street 

designated a ‘safer routes to school’ street (being a main 

route to the local high school, two local primaries and 

two local nurseries) and which recently, according to the 

figures in the report produced at the time when the ETRO 

was being considered, registered 3900 vehicles a day – it 

can be a very busy street, particularly at school and work 

times.  The additional risk of injury and denigration of air 

quality from traffic particles (which affect children and 

infants more than adults - 

https://www.blf.org.uk/support-for-you/risks-to-

childrens-lungs/air-pollution) of a proportion of the 1800 

vehicles, daily, from Brunstane Road would make a 

mockery of it being called a ‘safer route to school’.  I think 

the council should be held accountable for any further 

risk and injury to our children’s health and those deciding 

how to progress the results of this consultation should 

fully consider these implications.  I’m sure that most 

people would agree that it would be great to have much 

less traffic on the roads but this is not the way to do that. Strongly disagree

Drivers are now more concentrated onto fewer streets 

resulting in frustration and greater delays.  The extra 

journey and idling time related to the closure of 

Brunstane Road cannot have any other than a negative 

impact on the environment.  See my comments at part 8 

regarding air quality on Brighton Place. No

This road closure has not affected my non-vehicular 

activity.  I still cycle and walk as much as I did before. No

Absolutely not.  The modifications which I think should be 

made were suggested before and include making 

Brunstane Road a one way street from Milton Road to 

Portobello, with double yellow lines on one side and 

definitely no pavement parking.  I think that this should 

include cycle and emergency vehicle access both ways.

If consultations are to take place in the future I think they 

should be acted upon rather than ignored, as this appears 

to be what has happened here where the wishes, 

concerns and extensive input from the local community 

have been shunned in favour of a few, very vocal 

Brunstane Road residents and cyclists and the ideology of 

some councillors who have gone against the majority of 

their constituents.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road should be one way not blocked 

completely No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Adds a distance to any journey and therefore more fuel 

so it hasn't made an impact on the environment No No

Maybe listen to folk who respond instead of railroading 

the council's own agenda

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This closure blocks traffic through to Portobello sending it 

past the high school or increasing travel distance 

massively (increasing exhaust emissions too).  Brunstane 

road should be reopened.  It’s required for connecting 

Portobello to other areas.  It creates an ‘island’ of 

portobello.

A cabal of locals lobbied for this against the 

overwhelming majority of local residents who were 

against it during consultation. No change

I live in Rosefield but cannot visit my elderly mum easily 

thanks to this closure. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Consult, listen and implement the results.  This closure 

was contrary to the consultation results!

Other options could have been trialled.  Full closure was a 

poor choice.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

﻿

﻿To Whom it may concern,

I am  emailing my thoughts and feedback in relation to 

the closure of Brunstane Road. I am a resident of Joppa 

Station Place and continue to severely inconvenienced by 

this decision. 

I feel if the council had addressed the issue and told 

residents it was not their right to park outside their 

house, then this would never have been progressed. 

Brunstane Road is one if the narrowest roads in the area, 

but the INLY street where cars park on both sides.  I made 

suggestions at the public consultation to put double 

yellow lines down one side or at points on the road to 

allow traffic to move freely and prevent damage. This was 

ignored. As a result a whole community has been 

inconvenienced for a few households.  I am also a carer  

for my parents and mother in law and the closure not 

only delays me getting to them by the most convenient 

route, it adds  to my stress as I have to drive 1.2 miles in 

the opposite direction. This is if I can safely navigate out 

of my estate as cars now park over the junction and walk 

over the bridge when the realise the road is blocked. 

Learners drivers add to delays as the diversion is through 

one of their main training routes. I always give them time 

and space as I am aware we have all been in this situation 

but I am unhappy my route choice is limited. My mother 

in law is in a wheelchair and is unable to visit due to cars 

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This misguided trial went forward against overwhelming 

opposition from the vast majority of residents.    Only 

those living in Brunstane Road voted in favour.    As was 

predictably obvious the results have been a massive 

increase in the volume of traffic and disruption to the 

surrounding areas.   This has even included people living 

in Brunstane Road using the surrounding roads.

Unfortunately, there is no happy solution for the people 

living in Brunstane Road, but they knew the problem 

when they bought their houses.

I think that double lines extending further down 

Brunstane Road from Milton Road would help as would a 

couple of double line passing places part way along the 

road.

I have heard it suggested that the whole area be blocked 

off!!  This would of course again just cause massive 

problems elsewhere - notably to my street would see a 

vast increase in traffic.

The trial has not been a success and should be abandoned.

Let's hope that democracy actually works this time. Slight increase Strongly disagree

Clearly traffic does not evaporate - if you block off an 

important through route it is bound to adversely impact 

the surrounding areas. Strongly disagree

Obviously, cars have had to travel further and therefore 

pollute more. No No

As noted above I think the trial should be ended.

My suggestions are to extend double yellow lines further 

down Brunstane Road from Milton Road and add a couple 

of double line passing places to Brunstane Road.

Where there is such overwhelming opposition far more 

weight should be given to this.

Other (please specify)  Strongly disagree

I agree the changes may have been beneficial to the 

tiniest proportion of local residents (the top half of 1 

street) but to the detriment of a huge number of other 

local residents and passing traffic causing considerable 

disruption and inconvenience to a huge proportion of 

local residents and those travelling to and from 

Portobello/Joppa. Slight increase Strongly disagree

I don't know of any other street/local area that this 

measure has had a positive impact upon. Instead I see 

residents who are unable to conveniently access parking 

on their own streets and local residents who have to 

travel further to get where they need. I have seen drivers 

completely disregard the measures intended to enforce a 

1-way system and so causing a dangerous hazard on what 

is now intended to be a 1-way street, I have seen near 

accidents as cars pull off from the busy Milton Road East, 

and then find they can no longer turn so swerve 

dangerously back out into traffic or perform other 

dangerous manœuvres to get themselves out of an 

unexpected dead end. I have seen tailbacks along Milton 

Road East as more traffic travels further down, drivers 

searching for the 'correct' street to turn down to access 

Joppa. I see the Colliesdiene area being far more choked 

up with traffic.  There has also been considerably more 

traffic along Portobello High Street and Brighton Place. As 

far as I can see there is NO BENEFIT other than to the 

residents on the South section of Brunstane Road. Neither agree nor disagree No No

Consider plausible measures and schemes that benefit or 

effect the majority equally, not that cause a huge amount 

of disruption and inconvenience for the mass in favour of 

a tiny minority???? Implement them better, with better 

signage and enforcement.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

The junction where Brunstane Road is much safer now 

because it’s much quieter — before people zoomed in 

and out dangerously and it was very congested. No change

I was concerned our road (Eastfield Gardens) might 

become a rat-run but mostly it’s been fine. Agree Agree Don’t know Yes

Yes but you need to make the signage much clearer and 

the obstructions harder to avoid — I’ve seen people 

illegally going round them. I think you might also need 

traffic calming measures if there are streets that are 

busier/faster now.

We have to reduce reliance on cars and I’d generally 

support more schemes like this, as long as they’re done 

sensibly.

I think when changes are put in the signage and the 

physical boxes stopping people driving down need to be a 

fair bit clearer.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The council said its aim was to push traffic onto the main 

roads eg Milton Road and Portobello High Street & Joppa 

seafront and make Coillesdene a 'quiet neighbourhood'. 

This has failed. Instead, the changes have made the 

Coillesdenes a rat run. The trial map showed street 

calming was to be installed on Coillesdene Avenue but 

this has not been done. In it's present form, the trial 

provides no incentive to avoid the Coillesdenes - it is too 

easy to rat run through this area. Street calming 

measures are required to slow speeding traffic down and 

to make it quicker to stick to the main roads and avoid 

Coillesdene. 

Residents of the east end of Portobello/Joppa now drive 

through the Coillesdenes to go to Milton Road - this is 

bad for climate change - longer journeys, extra petrol, 

extra fumes adding to air pollution. There is more 

pressure on Brighton Place. Significant increase

More traffic is coming through the Coillesdenes. Certain 

streets are now a rat run. Cars driving too fast. Need 

street calming. Strongly disagree

The trial is causing people to have to drive much further 

now, which is bad for climate change, increasing fuel use, 

increasing fumes and air pollution, longer journeys. The 

changes have not provided an incentive to walk or cycle 

as there is a lack of safe OFF ROAD cycle tracks. Strongly disagree

as above, longer car journeys, more fuel used, more 

fumes. Brunstane Road should be one way. No

Would cycle more if there were more safe 'off road' cycle 

tracks provided. Increased cycling is directly linked to the 

quality of cycling infrastructure provided. No

Not in its current form. If the aim is to provide quiet 

neighbourhoods and push traffic onto the main roads and 

encourage cycling and walking then radical change and 

bold moves need to be made. The entirety of Portobello 

& Joppa between Milton Road and the seafront from 

Musselburgh to King's Road roundabout should be 

looked at as one entity including the provision of safe off 

road cycle tracks. The piecemeal approach doesn't work 

and the council needs to plan this properly and spend 

money. Increased cycling is directly linked to the quality 

of cycling infrastructure provided.

Identical mistakes are about to be made with the new 

Brunstane development next to Newhailes House - again, 

another new suburb planned around cars! Transparently.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I have resided here for over thirty years during which 

time the volume of traffic became unsustainable with 

almost daily instances of driver aggression and regular 

damage to parked cars from vehicles trying to squeeze 

past. The street is now a much more pleasant place to 

stay, with space for pedestrians, cars not being damaged 

and noticeably more cyclists using the street. I adhere to 

the spirit of the traffic calming measures involving the 

Coillesdenes as I stay on the main roads and do not use 

the Coillesdenes as a rat run.

There is inconvenience to residents at the top of 

Brunstane Road by not being able to access Portobello via 

the bridge but this is far outweighed by the improvement 

in the overall quality of life on the street. Significant decrease

Traffic has decreased enormously although some drivers 

still ignore or do not notice the signs at the top of the 

road advising that the road is closed at the bridge. Strongly agree

By and large vehicles seem to be sticking to the main 

arterial routes. Strongly agree

I can only speak as a resident of Brunstane Road and 

would repeat the points made above. Yes

I tend to walk to Portobello whereas before the 

temptation would have been to jump in the car. Yes For the reasons stated above.

This scheme has probably taken about twenty years to 

come to fruition as not enough attention was paid to 

wider traffic calming measures to allow its 

implementation.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic now dispersed to other areas causing more 

congestion. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

More consultation and advertising of proposals. 

Publishing results of consultation.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Before the road was closed as residents we suffered daily 

damage to cars, abusive language and behaviour from 

drivers and stress as a result. The impact on the 

environment was palpable and the positive effect of the 

closure includes a greater use of bikes and other wheel 

users. This measure fits with the City of Edinburgh plan to 

reduce unnecessary car use and reduce the city’s carbon 

footprint. This ETRO is an excellent if not precedent 

setting example for the wider area which sees house 

building growth and therefore greater vehicle problems. Significant decrease

There has been a huge decrease in cars on the road which 

has eradicated the issue of damage to vehicles and other 

problems caused such as abusive behaviour. Brunstane 

Road was not built to carry the volume of traffic that we 

had prior to the closure. Also the Coillesdenes must be 

taken into consideration as when the New Brunstane 

houses are finished the impact if calming measures are 

not already in place, will be catastrophic. Strongly agree

The aim is to encourage us all to only use our cars for 

essential journeys. This facilitates that aim. It is 

understandable that some find this a challenge but we 

cannot continue to manage with the volume of traffic 

across the wider area. It would be a huge step forward for 

the City if these measure were adopted across the wider 

area. Strongly agree

Our house no longer has as much dust from traffic 

pollution, there are also social environment 

improvements as we no longer have to fear abuse and 

have not had to call the police to report such incidents. 

So many more bikes and other wheel users have been 

using Brunstane Road which links the nearest cycle routes 

1 and the promenade. Yes

Every day I have walked and I have used my bike more 

often. Yes

There is no other option for this area as the volume of 

traffic and associated problems had become 

unsustainable.

It is a concern that local politicians have used this 

example as a means to secure votes with extremely 

questionable questionnaires labelled ‘surveys’ that 

include what seem to be a lack of appropriate data 

protection. I appreciate that the wider area should be 

informed if not consulted but it seems skewed that those 

of us directly impacted on a daily basis should not have a 

greater say on the issue. The needs and use of the area 

should not be for convenience. For example some 

residents from the wider area have complained that their 

access to drive to Asda has been impeded by the closure. 

Surely this should not carry as much weight as those of 

us subject to the problems described.

As an individual  Strongly agree

From an environmental perspective the changes have 

been hugely beneficial. Reduction in pollution, noise 

improving the wellbeing of residents. It has also increased 

the use of the road by cyclists, families and folk with 

mobility scooters etc. 

it has also reduced the anti social behaviour from drivers 

frustrated by the narrow road on local residents. Significant decrease

I live on Brunstane Rd and the reduction in traffic has 

reduced the risk of damage to our vehicles and the abuse 

from those using it as a through road Neither agree nor disagree

I can’t really say, however anecdotally friends who live 

locally, close to Brighton place for example have stated no 

significant change but more generally there is an increase 

in traffic due to other road works in the area Strongly agree See above Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a resident of Seaview Crescent, there has been no 

benefit and significant detriment as a result of these 

changes, including: 

- displaced traffic has not been discouraged from using 

the area, there has been no visible decrease in traffic 

volume at all, and it feels to have if anything, increased.

- significant degradation of the road surface of Milton 

Terrace as a result of forcing traffic to use this route and 

increasing traffic given it is one of the few access points - 

at times this previously quiet road is now busy.

- no reduction in traffic, just an increase of confused, 

frustrated drivers.

- CEC never explained why it chose to partially close 

Brunstane Rd - the most drastic measure - instead of 

trialling other traffic-calming measures first, for example 

making it one-way. This could have achieved the same 

benefit for Brunstane Rd users while not adversely 

impacting the surrounding roads in the way this ETRO has. Slight increase

Traffic on Seaview Crescent feels to have increased during 

the ETRO. I would be keen to see the data. In addition to 

volume, the speed of traffic also appears to have 

increased and there have been multiple dangerous 

incidents as a result of people abusing and ignoring the 

measures. Strongly disagree

I think the ETRO has had zero impact on the wider 

Portobello area. This localised disruption is extremely 

frustrating for local residents while having a complete 

lack of demonstrable impact on the wider area. Strongly disagree

There has been no reduction in traffic so therefore no 

positive impact on the environment. If CEC is serious 

about supporting the environment, the measures likely to 

result in a reduced levels of cars are things like congestion 

charging and emission zones, not cobbling together an 

unambitious but irksome plan to force traffic through 

complicated and badly-implemented road closures. No

I still need to use my car for the same reasons I had 

before the ETRO, including taking my wheelchair-user 

child to school, which is now a longer journey, so 

therefore more polluting. I was walking and cycling before 

the ETRO where possible and will continue to do so. It's 

condescending to suggest that these measures, which 

amount to fiddling around with no clear plan and no clear 

view of what they're supposed to achieve, will encourage 

people out of their cars. No

The ETRO just pushes a problem from one street into a 

number of surrounding ones. The level of disruption to a 

significant number of residents in the Coillesdene area far 

outweighs the benefit to a small number of residents on 

Brunstane Road.

The whole implementation of the ETRO and previous 

'consultation' has been badly handled by CEC. It was a 

consultation in name only, where CEC ignored the views 

of the vast majority of respondents in favour of pressing 

ahead with the plans which feels like it was already a 

foregone conclusion.

As a result, I have no confidence that the views of this 

consultation's respondents will be taken into account and 

that CEC's decisions on the result of the ETRO will be data-

led. To regain any kind of credibility CEC should be 

transparent and publish the data used to inform the 

outcome.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Prior to the closure, each week there would be an 

altercation (sometimes threatening to spill over into 

violence) between car drivers using it as a rat run. There 

would additionally be a new scrape or dent in my car 

when parked outside our house on Brunstane Road. Since 

the closure - no aggressive behaviour and no new damage 

to the car. I’ve also seen increased bike use on the road. Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree Yes Used my bike more Yes

As an individual  Disagree

I agree with the principle of the traffic calming measures, 

but not necessarily their execution.  The impact has been 

mixed in my opinion and has simply moved the problems 

elsewhere.  The reduction in traffic on Brunstane Road is 

positive, and has made cycling there feel more safe.  

There has however been a significant increase in the 

volume and speed of traffic along Coillesdene Avenue and 

Milton Drive, making cycling feel less safe in addition to 

more noise, particularly during rush hour.  The volume of 

traffic along Joppa Road has significantly increased, 

making it very difficult for pedestrians to cross safely at 

times as there is no safe/protected crossing point at the 

east end.  The no entry points at either end of Milton 

Drive and on Milton Terrace are frequently ignored, 

resulting in a further increase in traffic, and I have 

observed no attempt to enforce these restrictions.  

Crossing Milton Road East or attempting to turn right 

from Brunstane Road South (which is part of the cycle 

network to Portobello) on a bike still feels very unsafe on 

a bike. Significant increase

No entry signs are frequently ignored and have not been 

enforced as far as I have observed. Disagree

The volume of traffic in the wider Portobello area remains 

too high, with unsafe or illegal parking remaining 

common. Improving public transport links to Portobello 

and introducing traffic free areas within the area are 

required to address this. Crossing Joppa Road as a 

pedestrian at the eastern end of the Promenade is unsafe. Strongly disagree

I have observed no change in the overall volume of traffic, 

simply a redistribution, thus the environmental impact is 

unlikely to have changed.  Indeed, given potentially 

increased journey times, the impact may be negative. No No

I would like to see better traffic improvement measures 

introduced, that reduce the volume of traffic rather than 

its distribution.

Provision of a number of different options for discussion 

and debate at the consultation stage may improve the 

design of any future scheme.  It may also have a positive 

effect on how it is received by the local residents.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

These changes have cost more energy being wasted in 

travelling much further to get to Milton Rd. Or 

sometimes going via Portobello and Brighton pl to get to 

Duddingston.

Also if I'm being picked up by friends in order for them to 

avoid the chaos and extended drive of the temporary 

routes I will walk up to Milton Rd. This is not ideal when 

the weather is inclement and with winter approaching 

that will be a lot more frequent. Slight increase Strongly disagree

This has obviously had a negative impact all all the other 

surrounding streets. Strongly disagree

Increase of energy used to navigate the temporary road 

layout No

Other than having to walk up to Milton Rd to be picked 

up.

We only use our car when we need to. No Of course not.

This plight for our fellow neighbours could have been 

mitigated by making Brunstane Rd one way.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The issue is particularly that those leaving Brunstane 

Road to connect to Milton Road East, join that MAIN 

ROAD (the others aren't) leading to the traffic lights on 

the main road.

Those using Brunstane Road (travelling north, having 

turned left off the MAIN ROAD) pay no heed to the fact 

that this road is congested with parked traffic.  And the 

car owners?  

They use BOTH sides of the road!  This road should ONLY 

have parking on ONE SIDE and everyone would be 

happier!

It should be IMPOSSIBLE to join this road from Milton 

Road East.  Drivers can use the through-way of the traffic 

lights to take them to/from wherever they live.

The Portobello/Joppa 'end' of Brunstane Road is much, 

much wider for access to/from that road.  If Drivers need 

to 'go to Leith' then they are already on their way.  If their 

destination is West, this is also the case - on the 20mph 

road [that most drivers seem to ignore the speed limit 

for].  If they are headed elsewhere, they can easily join 

Harry Lauder Road ( at a MAJOR ROAD JUNCTION). Significant decrease

I think I've done that already.  but the way 'no entry' 

things are now?  

They are an annoying waste of time! Strongly disagree

See above for my suggestions, please.  

IF a driver takes things into their own hands then 

somebody at the yellow box junction is going to have a 

severe issue with anyone NOT using it properly.

THAT IS FOR SURE! Disagree See above: 6, 7, & 8 Yes

For medical reasons, I have to walk.  I have had a close 

shave with drivers not using the Highway Code, sadly I'm 

very aware of that.

Maybe they are unaware WHY a car has lights, 

particularly when turning? Don't know/No opinion See above

How about you just seize the nettle and block off roads 

(as a test) 

- and if it works, KEEP THEM?

As an individual  Disagree I have seen more traffic Slight increase Disagree Most of my neighbours have felt it a nuisance Disagree No difference to the environment No No

The closure of Milton Road and Terrace to motorists 

results in having to wiggle through other streets to reach 

main roads by car and the closure of these roads has not 

stopped some people continuing to drive on them 

making it hazardous for cyclists and walkers.

Page 25 of 47



109372e_Brunstane Road Closure - Progression to a Permanent TRO_081222_v0.1

Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I strongly disagree with the closure of Brunstane Road 

(BR) for the following reasons :-

1. The residents were aware of potential problems when 

they purchased their properties.

2.  The closure has brought total inconvenience to the 

residents locally who voted overwhelmingly against the 

closure but were ignored by the council who do not 

appear to believe in the democratic right of the people.

3. The residents of BR who live north of the railway bridge 

are now subjected to detours which incur  increased fuel 

costs and create more pollution.

4. The route we now have to travel includes Coillesdene 

Avenue which is heavily populated at the east end by 

pensioners housing and is used constantly by learner 

drivers. There has been a severe lack of signage for drivers 

trying to find a way up to Milton Road from Coillesdene 

Avenue resulting in many vehicles having to do three-

point  turns in narrow streets, I would think much to the 

annoyance of the residents.

5. There has not been enough 'Thinking outside the box' 

by the council otherwise there could have given more 

thought to exploring the use of Joppa Quarry on two 

accounts.

a. Most of the houses on the west side of the road 

heading for Milton Road have back entrances on to the 

quarry, the entrance to which is only a hundred yards 

past BR. If they were able to park cars there (there is Significant increase

A rather irrelevant question for any one living north of 

the bridge on BR as the road is blocked off but not for 

those residents in the Coillesdenes who are experience 

increased traffic flows, Disagree

In the wider area the increased traffic has been pushed 

motorists on to Joppa Road and is causing traffic hold -

ups and making the Kings Road junction a major traffic 

headache during peak travelling times. Strongly disagree

If you are being dictated into driving more miles at low 

speeds over traffic calming bollards then you will 

inevitably create more pollution, No No

This question should have come earlier in your survey as I 

have already answered it in Qustion 6.

Yes. Following the unfortunate fatalities of two cyclists at 

Kings Road the authorities in my opinion took a hammer 

to crack a nut by not allowing HGV to turn left into Harry 

Lauder Road. Instead they diverted them to up Moira 

Terrace the left along Nothfield Broadway where ther is a 

nursery and the Royal High Primary School putting 

hundreds of children in potential danger.

My suggestion to resolving the problem would be to 

divert all cyclists going to the West or South of the city to 

be diverted up Fishwives Causeway which is a T- junction 

but has a pedestrian crossing which leads a continuation 

of the causeway which would allow cyclist tor travel the 

next several hundred yards unimpeded by buses or cars.

As an individual  Strongly agree

This is the best thing that has happened in Brunstane 

Road since the bridge was last closed when the railway 

was electrified. I have been retired a while and can say my 

quality of life at home has improved since the closure. 

Probably my fitness as well since I now walk more into 

Portobello. And if it comes to the stage when I need a 

zimmer or mobility scooter it will be a safer road to use it 

if it remains closed. Significant decrease

Noticed that the street is much much quieter. Able to 

speak to neighbours in the street without being drowned 

out by traffic noise. Noticed less fumes and noise whilst 

in front garden. Strongly agree

On walks in the Coillesdene area definitely noticed a 

reduction in the amount of traffic. Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is a friendlier more neighbourly street 

since the closure. More kids about. Less incidents with 

aggressive drivers using Brunstane Road as a short cut. 

Cleaner air less fumes. More cyclists. Children walking 

and cycling to school that didn't prior to the closure. 

Mobility scooters able to safely use the road. Parents 

more relaxed when walking with kids. Just a safer more 

pleasant environment to live walk and cycle in. Yes

The closure of the bridge forces me to walk more as it 

discourages me from using the car just to nip into 

Portobello. Use the bike more as well as going south up 

Brunstane Road pre closure as was frightening as drivers 

didn't give way and also tried to overtake when there 

wasn't room to do so safely. Yes

As I am retired and have lived in Brunstane Road since 

1981 I am very aware of the local environment. This is 

definitely a big big plus for not only the residents of 

Brunstane Road and nearby streets but for walkers and 

cyclists passing through. 

Perhaps the Argyle Crescent/ Dalkeith street areas should 

be included in the measure as well.

Just be careful not to let the large number of people who 

don't live in an area (but object to a scheme which may 

inconvenience them) disproportionately influence a 

sensible decision.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As I pointed out at last public meeting the only fair way of 

resolving the problem on brunstane road is to make it 

one way I live on joppa terrace which is narrower and 

have noticed a significant increase in traffic I was told 

when I mentioned one way at public meeting that the 

council felt it would encourage people to speed down 

brunstane road yet there is now two one way system at 

Milton drive and Milton terrace passing on the traffic to 

other areas while brunstane Road enjoys a quiet little cul 

de sac Significant increase

Joppa Terrace  coilesdene avenue dangerous as has 

always been used as popular route for people doing 

driving test or learning manoeuvres and increase in traffic 

making it dangerous not to mention the extra miles and 

pollution that is caused by local people trying to go about 

there business Strongly disagree As above Strongly disagree

People are now having to travel extra miles to get from 

one side of portobello to other No No Listen to local people who use these routes daily

As an individual  Strongly agree Slight increase

The bigger problem is the DANGEROUS 40mph limit on 

Milton Road East - this should be reduced to 30mph with 

suitable deterrents and traffic calming measures. Strongly agree

Especially at the junction with Milton Road East where 

traffic would often be backed up causing dangerous 

conditions for pedestrians. Neither agree nor disagree

The only benefit is to lack of noise pollution on Brunstane 

Road.  However, we need to make the whole area more 

pedestrian and cycle friendly. Yes Yes

I would like to see further reductions on speed limits - 

especially along Milton Road East.

We need to do more to prioritize pedestrians, cyclists and 

home-owners.

And especially at junctions and crossings for the Harry 

Lauder road - which really needs a cycle and footbridge.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road should be one way going North. Closing 

the road makes no sense whatsoever.  When driving back 

from the A1, the additional route makes no sense. All 

mentioned on the original application however I see no 

one listened. No change Don’t know. Strongly disagree For myself its meant a greater journey No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I do not mind the closure of the rail bridge but i strongly 

object to diverting all traffic from main road through 

milton terrace you mite not be aware but this area is a 

shelter housing complex of approximately 60 houses with 

elderly and infirm residents which means traffic flowing 

through this area although it is a 20 limit you should be   

aware that some drivers will not adear to the limit 

therefore this could result in a serious accident happening Significant increase As my statement above Disagree Disagree No

I walk as much as I can although I am more wary of 

volume of traffic through complex No

I feel that traffic was fine before trial even when road 

bridge was shut

As an individual  Strongly disagree

While this trial may have had a positive impact on 

Brunstane road, it is negatively impacting all other roads 

in the area. Journeys for anyone entering or exiting the 

Coillesdenes are considerably longer, traffic has increased 

on Coillesdene Avenue, and drivers are more agressive as 

they are being inconvenienced by the measures, and 

trying to get where they want too as quickly as possible. No change

I live on Coillesdene Crescent, where traffic has not 

increased due to the blockage onto Milton Road. 

However all it has done is moved the traffic to 

Coillesdene Avenue instead. Strongly disagree

As it is now more difficult to access Milton Road and Sir 

Harry Lauder Road, the measures are forcing more cars to 

travel through Portobello and down the highstreet. Strongly disagree

If I want to leave my street by car, and get to Milton 

Road, my journey has been increased by approx 0.5km. I 

already use cycle, walk or use public transport if this 

makes sense, as do most people in the area, so these 

measures will not encourage people out of their cars, or 

reduce the overall number of car journeys; they will 

however have increased the overall lenght of journeys as 

people have to travel further to exit the estate. 

In addition, more cars are now having to travel down side 

roads which are in a very poor state of repair e.g you now 

have to turn onto off Milton Road onto Milton Terrace in 

order to access Coillesdene Crescent or Avenue - this road 

is full of potholes, which are only going to get worse with 

the increase in traffic. No

I already walked or cycled where this made sense and I 

believe most other people in the area will do too. I use 

my car for shopping where I can't carry enough on my 

bike, or need to travel further. These measures have done 

nothing to encourage lack of a use of a car.

I would use the car less if the trains were more frequent 

(in both directions, but particularly into town), and if 

there were a reasonable size shop within walking distance 

where I could do affordable shopping, rather than having 

to drive to Asda or Tesco. No I am strongly against this scheme

I believe that the consultation responses for this scheme 

were overwhelmingly negative the first time round. I 

think that taking peoples opinions into account, rather 

than trying to push something through that people don't 

want would be a good way forwards.

As an individual  Agree No change Agree Agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The Coillesdene area is having greatly increased traffic day 

and night, with increased pollution in Coillesdene Avenue 

and adjoining roads. Danger to pedestrians, especially 

children walking to and from school and many older 

people walking to bus stop or shops from speeding cars 

and large commercial vehicles throughout day and night Significant increase

Cars and commercial vehicles speeding and no policing of 

20 mph limit. More damage to roads and potholes Don’t know. Strongly disagree

There are no positive environmental impacts. There is 

more air pollution and noise day and night  with more 

danger to pedestrians and cyclists No

I am an elderly resident and now I am scared to walk in 

Coillesdene Avenue as I have almost been run over twice 

by speeding vehicles. The area is used by many 

schoolchildren who are in danger from speeding vehicles No

This scheme is unfair and dangerous within what had 

been  a quiet residential area

Why has a repair or reinforcement of Brunstane Road 

bridge not been considered ?

More real consultation of surrounding neighbourhood 

and thorough research beforehand

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The problem has merely shifted from Brunstane Rd to 

three other streets, adding to distances travelled and 

creating problems for the residents of these streets. Slight increase Neither agree nor disagree

We cannot see how these changes have had any impact 

on the wider Portobello area other than the streets 

directly affected. Disagree

The closure of Brunstane Rd adds 0.9 miles to our 

journeys from ASDA, adding to levels of pollution. For the 

residents of Milton  Terrace,  Milton Drive and 

Coillesdene Avenue, there is now much more traffic, 

affecting negatively their quality of life. No

I cannot see any reason why this trial should have 

encouraged people to get out of their cars. No

The original problem was a two-way flow of traffic in 

Brunstane Rd which was too narrow to support this. The 

simplest answer would be to make Brunstane Rd one way 

(logically, from Milton Rd East northwards) and to re-

open Coillesdene Crescent as an outlet to Milton Rd East.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Its closure benefits the few, and inconveniences the 

majority of the Coillesdene/Brunstane area. It acted as a 

natural filter - some would avoid it, in favour of using the 

roads further down, while some would use Brunstane 

Road. It also has detrimental environmental impact, due 

to the increased journey every vehicle entering the 

Coillesdene area now has to make and has increased 

traffic in what was a relatively quiet area. Significant increase Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Significantly increased journey for every vehicle entering 

the Coillesdene area. No No

Its closure benefits the few, and inconveniences the 

majority of the Coillesdene/Brunstane area.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There is too much traffic on the street around the 

coillerdene area, Seaview Crescent is a accident waiting to 

happen. The cars are parked on both side of the curve in 

the road. 

And it is up a steep uphill or downhill which makes it 

more dangerous.

Why can traffic not go down Coillersdene Crescent from 

Milton  rd and then down Morton street, both of these 

are wider and do not have many cars parked on them as 

most households have a driveway. 

I do think there is a need to stop lorries and large 

vehicle’s using Brunstane rd but the residents need to 

have less cars. 3 per household is silly. 

Ordinary cars and small vehicles should be allowed. 

  

Also now more traffic travels down, from the 

Duddingstons to Southfield Place to Portobello.

The bus top side should be double yellowed, 

 

One side of this street should be doubled yellowed as it is 

narrow and buses can not get through due to cars parked 

on both sides. Causing congestion all the time. Significant increase

More traffic travelling down the back streets especially 

large lorries and large vans.

More traffic on Seaview terrace. Strongly disagree Too much congestion Strongly disagree

More pollution as to stop start traffic adds 1 mile to each 

journey either way No

Can’t cycle around the back street and too many cars and 

large vehicles No

Need to choose different routes to close and better 

management of traffic

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Too much traffic in the back streets around coillerdene. 

Too many large vehicles driving downhill to Seaview 

terrace.

The lights on Milton rd crossroad causes long queues as 

the traffic travels down to Portobello. The right turn for 

onto the bottom part of Milton road is too slow.

Traffic congestion is caused at Southfield Place as traffic 

travels to Portobello High street.

Cars are parked on both sides, it is a narrow street, buses 

can’t get past before the bridge 

There should be yellow lines on on side of Southfield 

place. 

It’s a disgrace. 

Brunstane road should be opened but large vehicles and 

large lorries should not be allowed through. Significant increase

Traffic travelling up hill or down hill to Seaview terrace is 

slow, more pollution and noisy. Strongly disagree

Too long a route around.

The route should go down the wider road from Milton rd, 

Coilierdene Crescent   then Morton street and residents 

then can choose to go left to Dalkeith street or 

Collierdene Avenue.

Both of these streets are wide, no cars parked on both 

sides as people have driveways. Strongly disagree No Too many large vehicles on the street. No Not at all. NO! Try asking the people who live in the area

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Closure of the top Brunstane Road has simply transferred 

it's problems across and throughout the Joppa and 

Coillesdene area creating the same issues over a wider 

area and impacting on much more residents.   This 

solution for Brunstane Road merely creates a private  car 

park  for the majority of  it's residents and is totally 

unacceptable to the overall Community.  Note; ; is this 

solution is justifiable to resolve this issue then how many 

other streets in Edinburgh could fall into this category.  

This temporarily solution is wrong headed and  must be 

reversed as soon as possible.   The pollution caused by 

making cars travel the extra distance to get to their 

homes is totally unacceptable. Significant increase

The volume of traffic going up and down Morton Street 

and along Coillesdene Avenue has tripled. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It may have been beneficial to the immediate residents of 

Brunstane Road but wouldn’t we all want to live in a quiet 

street with minimal traffic.  Those residents bought their 

houses on an important link road between the north and 

south of Joppa.  It was always an essential part of the 

Joppa triangle but this experiment has removed an 

important part of that triangle. 

It has NOT benefited the residents of Coillesdene as they 

have all suffered the unnecessary traffic flow, congestion, 

pollution that has already been well documented. Neither 

has it benefited the residents of the bulk of Portobello 

including western Joppa, Mountlodge and all properties 

north of the High Street. 

I live at the far end of Argyle Crescent and my journey to 

Milton Road always involved Brunstane Road as access to 

ASDA, the Range, the Fort, BQ, QMU, and the bypass. I 

use these places a lot and every time I either have to 

detour through Eastfield and the Coillesdenes or plough 

through the already congested Portobello High Street and 

cause more congestion up Brighton Place.  

I honestly feel this is all so unnecessary when other 

measure could and should have been implemented. No change Strongly disagree

Eastfield has suffered a large increase in traffic and the 

aforementioned Brighton Place is definitely worse.  The 

alternative to that is to go along the High Street and try 

to turn left onto Harry Lauder Road which itself has 

become extremely difficult with new measures.  

Movement around the area is horrible. Strongly disagree

Excessive congestion., Excessive pollution. Excessive 

Mileage No No

Definitely not. 

The city bypass is frequently congested and has 

numerous problems - but you wouldn’t close that. 

Corstorphine Road is the same. 

Numerous streets have problems but the answer is not to 

shut it down.

More widespread consultation with the whole affected 

area is surely essential.  I know Brunstane Road residents 

had meetings and consultations but Argyle Crescent 

which feeds directly off it was given no input. 

Councillors and planners should have listened more to 

alternative suggestions.  Why was a one way system 

never tried.  Many people said Oh that wouldn’t work but 

neither does total closure.  If trials can be made then why 

not trial it one way for the next 6 months or whatever 

and take a poll on that.  You cannot say you’ve tried 

everything when the obvious plan has not been tested.  

I suggested years ago that the extreme parking problem 

at the top of Brunstane Road could be considerably 

helped by allowing those upper residents to park at their 

back doors as many do - on the Quarry Park.  Minimal 

work and minimal loss of grassed area would solve a lot 

of the parking problems.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane Rd from Milton Rd to the bridge was difficult 

for driving with so many parked cars. 

I have not driven down  Brunstane Rd for several years 

since a distressing incident of road rage verbal abuse. Significant decrease

Noticeably less traffic along Dalkeith St. both day and 

night Don’t know. Don't know No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

For a long time Brunstane Road has been a rat run for 

many drivers to use as a shortcut to Milton Road and A1. 

This has resulted in too big vehicles trying to negotiate 

the narrow street, incidents of road rage when neither 

driver is prepared to give way and damage to local 

residents cars and property. The current arrangement has 

encouraged walkers and cyclists to enjoy a safe pleasant 

journey to the Prom and beyond. Significant decrease Agree

I think the trial has been successful in encouraging traffic 

to take alternative routes via Milton Road and Eastfield 

and Joppa Road. Strongly agree

Friends in the street who suffer from asthma have said 

their symptoms have reduced. Yes Much more pleasant to walk up Brunstane Road. Yes

I am benefiting from current arrangement but am aware 

that it has to work for everyone in the wider community.

As an individual  Disagree No change Disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Agree

However a lot of traffic is ignoring the no entry at the 

junction of Seaview Crescent and Milton Drive so I feel a 

camera would stop this happening. As it is an illegal 

manoeuvre, the cars, lorries and delivery vans do it very 

rapidly and it is an accident waiting to happen. 

If Brunstane Road had been made one way from south to 

north this might have sorted the original problem and no 

traffic would be coming onto the main Milton Road from 

there No change

No change of volume but idiots rushing up the wrong way 

and ignoring the no entry sign. Don’t know. Disagree

A lot of residents having to drive a longer distance and 

then come back to reach destination. No

Would love to do so but elderly people are restricted in 

what they can do. Yes

If camera is put up I would be happy with this being 

permanent.

More consultations and all residents opinions being 

listened to.

As an individual  Disagree Significant increase

The intended result of the proposals is to reduce the 

traffic in certain areas, whilst pushing more traffic along 

Musselburgh Road/Seaview Terrace/Eastfield.  And that 

is, in fact, what has resulted.  The outcome is unfair 

specifically to the residents along Musselburgh Road.  

This is because the 20 mph zone in Portobello ends at 

Joppa Road and results in many drivers travelling east at 

that point accelerating up to (and often exceeding) the 

existing 30 mph speed limit.  Something additional is 

required to ensure the safety of cyclists and pedestrians 

in this area - a possible option here is to extend the 

existing 20 mph zone the whole way along Musselburgh 

Road to the East Lothian boundary. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No

The changes make it more dangerous to walk and cycle 

along Musselburgh Road. No

As an individual  Strongly agree

cars / vans coming out of brunstane road and blocking 

the road has decreased dramatically Slight decrease Agree Agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Instead of having several ways to get from Milton Road 

East to Portobello all the cars are now concentrated into 

one route through the Coillesdenes. Most drivers are not 

reverting to Sir Harry Lauder Road or Milton Road 

East/Joppa Road. 

It's not practical to stop off at the shops in Portobello on 

the way home from work or other activities as it adds 

distance and time to my journey.  

Businesses in Portobello are now somewhere I have to 

plan to visit or necessitate a longer car journey. I have 

been using the local businesses less as I don't tend to 

drive through Portobello any more. Significant increase

I live on Milton Road East, there is increased traffic, as all 

the cars wishing to get into the Coillesdene or Portobello 

area now have to drive past my house due to the first 3 

left turns on Milton Road East now being no entry. Disagree

I don't see how moving traffic to other routes can have 

had a positive effect on those streets Disagree

My necessary journeys to Portobello are now longer and 

more damaging to the environment. No I don't have that luxury of time No

The main reason given for the changes was to deal with 

traffic congestion on Brunstane Road. If the road was one 

way (north from the left turn at Milton Road East) and 

two way from the railway bridge then the traffic 

congestion is gone. 

The implementation of passing places, if the road was to 

remain open in both directions, would also ease the flow 

of traffic. 

The roads in the Coillesdene area should be opened back 

up to spread out the vehicular load. 

This would also improve access for the emergency 

services.

I think it should be clearer what problems traffic scheme 

changes are trying to address, it is only now that there is 

an acknowledgment that it was because Brunstane Road 

residents were unhappy with the flow of traffic in their 

street which was impeded by their on street parking. 

There is no confidence that the council listens to the 

majority and the initial consultation was worded in a way 

that made it obvious it was going to look like there was 

significant local support for closing it completely. 

Alternative suggestions, and there are plenty of 

alternative options, should be included in the 

consultations. Instead the council offered up the most 

extreme solution which just lead to increasing everyone's 

car journeys, instead of the simplest one which would 

have done the job without making parts of the area really 

difficult to access. I think lots of people agree it was a 

problem but what is in place now is not the best solution.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Our road, Brunstane Gardens,  is directly serviced by 

Brunstane Road which is the only way in and out. 

The road and surrounding area have become a far more 

pleasant place to live with it becoming a safe place to 

walk and cycle either by our selves or with children. Significant decrease

There are still a few people who cant read the signs or are 

just using sat nav blindly but it is not significant. They are 

generally good humored. In time this will stop. Strongly agree

We do a lot of walking in the surrounding area and can 

see the positive effects this plan has had on the area. I 

have no statistics but on any occasion when I have 

walked along Milton Road, Joppa Road, the High Street or 

Brighton Place I have not noted any perceivable increase 

in traffic flows due to this calming scheme. Strongly agree

Noise levels are down and air quality is up. The sense of 

being safe when in the area is hugely increased. Not all 

but many of the drivers who used Brunstane Road before 

had one aim in mind to get from one end to the next as 

quickly as possible, classic rat run attitude. Yes We only ever use the car now for travel out of Edinburgh Yes

To keep it is forward looking and optimistic, to reverse it 

would be a tragic admission that you think it is more 

important for a car or lorry driver to save a few minutes 

than for people to have reasonable environment to live in.

Be pro active not reactive and have to have local people 

fighting at every turn to create a better environment, its 

what a local council should do.

As an individual  Disagree

Journey time from Milton Road to/from Portobello  on 

average was increased. During peak period,significant 

waits for passage over bridge noted. During non or peak 

periods, little or no difference in transit time. Risky 

speeding up observed by some drivers attempting to 

reach obstruction before opposing traffic. Occasionally 

reversing was neccessary to clear blockage of bridge 

caused by the latter.Overall no clear advantages observed. No change

My street is not directly affected by the bridge restriction, 

due to being remote from it. Brunstane road is only used 

to avoid travelling via the much busier Harry Lauder Road. Neither agree nor disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

I am particularly pleased with the closure to traffic at the 

junction of Coillesdene Crescent and Coillesdene Gardens 

at its intersection with Milton Road East.  Before this 

closure took place, cars etc would turn off Milton Road 

East much too quickly raising the possibility of accidents 

taking place. Not Answered Agree Agree Not Answered Yes

I would like to see traffic-calming measures on Seaview 

Terrace. It is a long, straight road

and the speed limit is frequently ignored. I often see car 

and van drivers using their mobile phones whilst driving 

on this road.

As an individual  Agree

I feel these trials have been beneficial. I never use 

brunstane road and would always go along Coillesdene 

avenue so it has made little change for me but I think the 

residents of Coillesdene avenue and the surrounding 

streets might feel differently. No change I don’t know Neither agree nor disagree Disagree

It has just moved the issue further on, I doubt it has 

discouraged people from using the car No Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have seen no difference in the volume of traffic, but I 

have seen drivers make more dangerous manoeuvres to 

navigate the obstacles on the roads. No change Strongly disagree

The planters in the road have just made it more difficult 

for people who live in the Coillesdene area, and in fact 

make drivers more impatient and dangerous. Strongly disagree

There is no change to the number of cars in the area, the 

only thing these changes have done is inconvenience local 

residents. No

I am disabled and elderly, as are many residents in this 

area. We need to use cars to get around, so I fail to see 

how putting obstacles in our way makes any positive 

difference to the area. No

These sort of schemes should be implemented in areas 

where young 'boy racer' drivers and high numbers of 

commuters are causing a problem. Not in areas which are 

filled with pensioners and those who need to use cars to 

get around.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have increased traffic in Coillesdene. They 

are badly signposted causing frustration to drivers, and 

encourage speeding drivers in the Avenue. Costly 

measures taken to calm a small number of people in 

Brunstane who.purchased their homes knowing the road 

was a through road and parking was limited. We can no 

longer park our car in our driveway or garage due to 

abusive behaviour by speeding drivers as we reduce 

speed to enter Our driveway. Exiting

 the driveway can be dangerous. Our request for 

speedbumps was ignored by the council. Increased 

journey times as we have to backtrack. Failure to 

recognise the number of older people in Coillesdene and 

the number of families with young children. Failure to 

acknowledge that. moving a problem from Brunstane to 

Coillesdene, particularly Coillesdene Avenue, is not a 

solution. Significant increase Please see comments on 6. above. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Brunstane Road should be a one way road. Speedbumps 

should be installed in Coillesdene Avenue  which at times 

has become a racetrack.

Representatives from the areas involved should be 

invited to Planning Committee meetings.  The 

background of members of the Planning Committee and 

Council staff plus any links they have to residents of the 

areas involved must be made known at the outset.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

For emergency purpose the road should have the ability 

to travel at least one way, enabling access both ways for 

emergency purposes, Significant decrease Disagree

There is inadequate road signage through the Coillesdene 

roads Strongly disagree No No A single way south to north

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The complete closure of Brunstane Road from the bridge 

to Milton Road has been far too disruptive. I personally 

believe a one way system instead would be more 

manageable and acceptable to residents and the likes of 

delivery, refuse and emergency vehicles. Significant increase

Although our area is meant to be predominantly resident 

only parking, there has been a definite increase in vehicles 

being left here and also from the bridge down Brunstane 

Road towards Portobello. Strongly disagree

It has resulted in Portobello High Street between 

Brunstane Road and Brighton Place being a traffic 

nightmare and parts of Colliesdene, Joppa Terrace and 

Dalkeith Street being rat runs. Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have moved the problem to another area, 

causing the same problems to more people.

Many drvers do not adhere to the speed limit. Significant increase

Much more traffic, why are there no traffic counters on 

Milton Terrace. How can you make a descision without 

statistics. Did you have statistics to show the amount of 

traffic prior to this implementation.

Why have 20MPH limits when noboby adheres to it. 

How can you make changes without firstly having in 

depth information about current traffic numbers. Strongly disagree

It is just as difficult to park in central Portobello , but also 

more difficult to park towards Musselburgh. Strongly disagree

Because of the changes, one has now to drive further to 

reach either main road. How does this help the 

enviroment. No I always walk when I can, rather than using a car. No

Absolutely not, a few people might be happy with it but 

many more are impacted by congestion, inconvenience 

and frustration.

Information on previous traffic should have been 

collected, to enable comparison to be made.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Coillesdene Crescent we have seen a 

marked decrease of through traffic and a general 

adherence to the 20 mph speed limit for any passing 

traffic Significant decrease See above comments Agree

Agree with the exception of Coillesdene Avenue which is 

now being used as a through road between portobello 

and Milton road. Through traffic generally drive at over 

(sometimes we’ll over) the 20 mph speed limit. The 

original planned changes included traffic calming 

measures on the Avenue and I think this would be a 

beneficial addition if the temporary changes are 

implemented permanently. Agree Yes Walk more locally and into Musselburgh. Yes

With the addition of traffic calming measures in 

Coillesdene Avenue as set out in earlier comments.

As an individual  Agree

One way from Milton Road East would be a sensible 

compromise No change Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

One way from Milton Road East would a sensible 

compromise

As an individual  Strongly disagree

During the trial I have not seen one cyclist  using their 

designated route. However it has created a more 

dangerous exit at Milton Drive onto Milton Road.

As a car driver it is extremely difficult to exit safely and I 

have observed quite a few misses.

Some of the sIgnage is poor and badly located, often seen 

too late before a driver turns in. Space is limited  for them 

to turn and  exit. Slight increase

An increase in traffic due to the restrictions in place as 

drivers not familiar with the area try to find a route to 

their final or interim destination. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Cars are now having to travel further due to restrictions 

in place therefore not beneficial for the environment. No I need to use my car due to health conditions. No

Only the restrictions at the bridge are beneficial. The 

others have had a detrimental effect on the environment 

and more importantly on the local residents.

This trial has had no benefits to the local area. Any future 

trials in other parts of the city would benefit from a 

survey from residents before considering if a trial is 

appropriate to gain maximum benefits.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I was waiting for an accident at the bottom of Brunstane 

Road as it joins Joppa Road. In the mornings particularly 

at school run times when there are lots of young children 

on the street frustrated drivers who have waited in traffic 

on Brunstane road as it leaves Milton Road East speed up 

to greater than 40mph as the road widens. Significant decrease Don’t know. Strongly agree

Traffic not waiting and revving at the top of Brunstane 

road when they get stuck in a jam Yes

I walk to Asda now, I always drove so never clicked how 

quick it was to walk. I use a shopping trolley and go once 

a week. This has been excellent and an unexpected plus 

point Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure of Brunstane Road North is not necessary, the 

issues emanate from residents parking on what is a main 

thoroughfare for the east end of Portobello. Steps should 

be taken by the council to resolve the parking issue and 

maintain access to the road for the greater public to use. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

If you are truly going to consult you should listen to the 

overwhelming response that was given to this proposed 

action in the first place and not merely pay it lip service 

and implement something anyway. 

I am fully in favour of consultation but only if the results 

of that consultation are properly reviewed and acted 

upon, otherwise it is a pointless exercise.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The partial street closures are ignored.

The 20 mph is ignored Significant increase Don’t know. Agree No No

road calming measures to slow driving rate of traffic.

Yellow lines on road at junctions to keep corners clear & 

avoid further collisions

due to obscuring of other traffic.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Brunstane Road I have benefitted greatly 

from the road closure.  I am also aware of more cyclists 

using the street.  

It is good to see nursery and primary school children 

walking, cycling or on their scooters on way to nursery or 

school. Accompanying adults are much more relaxed 

knowing their child is safer. 

There is also more room for people on mobility scooters 

and people pushing prams as fewer cars are parking on 

the pavement. Significant decrease Fewer cars and lorries using street. Don’t know. Strongly agree Less air and noise pollution. Yes

I very rarely drove into Portobello now I never do. I walk 

everywhere locally.  Also cycle more Yes

I am pleased that the trial has been implemented and 

hope that it continues, especially with the planned 

residential areas off Milton Road. Without these 

measures in place the Joppa triangle would become more 

of a rat run. Better to keep the traffic to the main road 

rather than residential streets.

Difficult as it is not possible to please everyone. 

Sometimes the Council has to be brave and implement a 

trial and see what happens.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a resident of Joppa Station Place I strongly disagree 

that this trial has been beneficial. The closure of the 

Brunstane Road has added a significant detour to my 

daily commute which is not only convenient buts simply 

adds considerable traffic to the surrounding streets. Not 

only is it inconvenient but adding to pollution due to the 

extended travel time. The added congestion within the 

surrounding streets, which are already heavily utilised 

with learner drivers is an accident waiting to happen 

which is compounded by the uncertainty of available 

routes. However, the greater issue as a resident within 

Joppa Station Place is that a number of residents on 

Brunstane Road have now taken to parking their vehicles 

on the other side of the bridge closure (south). 

Unfortunately they have taken to parking in a number of 

unacceptable and illegal manners. Firstly, within Joppa 

Station Place itself making it difficult for visitors to park. 

Secondly, on the road directly opposite the developments 

only entrance which results in an obstruction that results 

in incoming vehicles having to drive on the wrong side of 

the road as they turn a blind corner to enter. This has 

resulted in a number of near misses to date and is a 

significant health and safety issue. If neither of these 

parking options are available they have even resorted to 

parking their vehicles fully on the pavement at the 

entrance of the development making it impossible to see 

as you try to drive out and also blocking the pavement 

for pedestrians which is in fact illegal. Photos of all of Significant increase

A number of residents on Brunstane Road have now 

taken to parking their vehicles on the other side of the 

bridge closure (south). Unfortunately they have taken to 

parking in a number of unacceptable and illegal manners. 

Firstly, within Joppa Station Place itself making it difficult 

for visitors to park. Secondly, on the road directly 

opposite the developments only entrance which results in 

an obstruction that results in incoming vehicles having to 

drive on the wrong side of the road as they turn a blind 

corner to enter. This has resulted in a number of near 

misses to date and is a significant health and safety issue. 

If neither of these parking options are available they have 

even resorted to parking their vehicles fully on the 

pavement at the entrance of the development making it 

impossible to see as you try to drive out and also 

blocking the pavement for pedestrians which is in fact 

illegal. Photos of all of these have been sent to the council 

and these have simply been ignored. However, this is not 

a surprise as the public vote was always against this trial 

ever happening yet the council ignored the public opinion 

and continued anyway. Strongly disagree

The added congestion within the surrounding streets, 

which are already heavily utilised with learner drivers is 

an accident waiting to happen which is compounded by 

the uncertainty of available routes. Strongly disagree

The detours that everyone are having to make simply to 

avoid the Brunstane Road and the surrounding area is 

adding significant time and distance to peoples journeys 

which is obviously resulting in additional pollution and 

vehicle emmissions. Even the decorative planters are all 

in a mess and not being maintained and becoming an eye 

sore within the area. No No

Definitely not and all for the reasons noted above. 

Furthermore, this road closure trial was voted against on 

a number of occasions by the public and should never 

have been allowed to happen. Should this be made 

permanent then i will personally lobby for a full 

investigation as to how it could be passed against public 

democracy.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Extended commute times, longer idling No change Strongly disagree

Conjested point to point. Brunstane is a significant link 

and should be maintained. Strongly disagree Quite a distance to drive all the way around No No

One way system, or removal of parking on one side, or no 

parking, or as it was.

Explain the rationale in advance, what is hoped from 

these changes? Can any group ask to have traffic stopped 

on their street?

Representing a community group  Strongly agree

For over 20 years residents have been campaigning to 

have Brunstane Road closed.

The nature of traffic has changed dramatically, not just in 

numbers but also the size of vehicles and the use of sat 

navs. 

Since the trial started the closure of the road has 

improved the quality of life for residents of Brunstane 

Road.

There has been a marked reduction in traffic and virtually 

no damage to residents’ parked vehicles.

Traffic noise has lessened and there have been no anti-

social confrontations due to road jams.

Since the road has been closed the number of cyclists and 

pedestrians has increased and the road is now seen as a 

safer route for children going and returning from school, 

families and the elderly. Significant decrease

Because Brunstane Road is closed at the bridge there has 

been no through traffic.

Around 1800 vehicles per day passed though Brunstane 

Rd before it was closed, including some very large HGVs, 

coaches, funeral cortges and even army trucks.

Traffic volume is now approximately 500 vehicles per day, 

mainly made up of private cars and trade vehicles serving 

the residents and the bowling club. Council waste 

collections have not been affected. Agree

There have been some outside comments in support of 

the closure. One person commented that they had driven 

Brunstane Road for 30 years and by using Joppa 

Rd+Milton Rd. their journeys are now much quicker and 

much less stressful than they had ever been using 

Brunstane Rd.

As a catalyst for improving a neighbourhood it has shown 

that traffic systems can be changed without a major 

impact on the surrounding area.

Residents of Portobello and Joppa have known that the 

traffic on Brunstane Road has been an issue for many 

years.

The closure of Brunstane Road and the associated 

measures to mitigate intrusive traffic in the Coillesdene 

area is an example of how residents can have their streets 

protected from excessive traffic and the added impact of 

new local housing development.

This is particularly relevant for Brunstane Road and the 

Coillesdene area with the building of New Brunstane 

commencing soon. The entrance of this development will 

enable traffic to enter Milton Road from East New 

Brunstane and West New Brunstane and also provide a 

short cut for any driver through from Newhailes Rd. Agree

With less traffic there is less pollution from vehicle 

emissions and tyre particulate matter.

The air is cleaner and several residents have reported an 

improvement in their asthma condition.

There have been no jams in the street and none of the 

associated conflict.

Over all the quality of life for the residents has improved. Yes

The street closure has enabled residents and others to 

navigate the street more safely. And feel more confident 

when cycling.

Children can now cross the road to play with friends with 

minimal adult supervision. Yes

The closure of Brunstane Road as a through road would 

be in line with the Edinburgh 2030 plan and the 

promotion of the 20 minute neighbourhood concept.

The response from the Calming Brunstane Group has 

been very strongly in support of the road closure.

To reopen the road would be a missed opportunity to 

improve the quality of life for the residents most affected 

by a disproportionate volume of traffic and its associated 

issues. The Calming Brunstane campaign was never only 

about closing Brunstane Rd and always looked to the rest 

of the Joppa Triangle to mitigate against any traffic 

deflected into those streets and causing problems.

We do understand that the council may need to make 

further minor mitigations to improve traffic flow in 

streets nearby.

The majority of people are not traffic management 

specialists and they don’t understand that what seems an 

easy solution to a problem would not work in practice. 

The more detail the council can provide may help the 

general public to better understand the issue and why it 

may be necessary to implement an unpopular decision.

In a democracy, legislation rightly protects the majority of 

citizens but it must also address the needs and welfare of 

minority groups. 

However if cases brought by minority groups were never 

won we would not have seen improvements made in 

many areas of society be it for reasons of race, gender, 

religion or quality of life.

The Joppa Triangle traffic plan fits well with the Edinburgh 

City Plan 2030 and the move to 20 Minute 

Neighbourhoods. Both of these address the urgent need 

to reduce traffic and rat running in residential areas, 

thereby improving health and wellbeing and the 

environment.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Had to drive much further around area to escape the 

obstacles and traps, thus wasting petrol and time and 

adding to frustration of driving. Reduced chance of me 

earning a bonus for my work so therefore local economy 

also suffers as I have less money to spend plus my 

precious tax paid for this nonsense. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No What a criminal waste of money these measures are.

Actually listen to people instead of pretending to listen 

via these surveys.

As an individual  Disagree

Milton Terrace is the first opportunity for cars to turn left 

and it is being used as the start of a rat-run through the 

Coillesdenes.  Traffic is being pushed onto surrounding 

residential streets. Slight increase Disagree

Traffic is being forced through Portobello causing 

congestion, pollution and danger to pedestrians and 

cyclists. Strongly disagree

Motorists who follow the detour along Milton Road East 

to the lights at Eastfield and along the front (or vice 

versa) have to drive two miles extra, which is not only 

costly to them in time and money but has a detrimental 

impact on the environment at a time when we are trying 

to cut emissions. No No

Brunstane Road should be made one-way, with traffic 

allowed to travel northwards.   This would “lower traffic” 

on Brunstane Road and have less of an impact on the 

surrounding area.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic has increased because of these road closures.  This 

trial therefore has, without question, not been beneficial. Significant increase

The closure of the aforementioned streets has resulted in 

more vehicles parking in Milton Road East, in particular 

opposite the Kings Manor hotel and Brunstane Bank.  

When exiting from the development at 91/93 Milton 

Road East it is impossible to get a clear view of the road 

ahead - particularly if turning right as up to 7 or 8 cars 

and vans are parked on Milton Road East (that is 

positioned as if heading towards lights situated at the 

end of the road before entering Musselburgh).  If you 

wish to turn right when exiting your home onto Milton 

Road East, it is well-nigh impossible, and many revert to 

turning left then doubling back to get to their destination.

Double yellow lines are necessary to stop all parking 

along the road as mentioned above because without this 

being put in place sooner rather than later, an accident is 

inevitable. Disagree

You may also find property prices have been affected by 

these road closures. Disagree

It depends on where an individual lives or works within 

the parameters of this trial. No No

For the reasons given above regarding the issue with 

increased parked vehicles on Milton Road East.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The impact in the streets around Brunstane Road is 

disproportionately negative compared with the positive 

impact created by the road closire Significant increase

More traffic trying to take a right turn up Milton road 

east , and there’s no filter option Disagree See above comment Strongly disagree

Only one street has benefitted, all others have a negative 

impact No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have seen no difference, if anything its making another 

street a lot busier than it usually would be Slight increase Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

I think the only thing that should happen is for brunstane 

road to be made a 1 way system and open the other roads

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The planters are ugly and just take up space. They look 

like they have just been dumped there. Closing roads 

which were rarely used means that vehicles are having to 

drive a longer distance to get from A-B which defeats the 

purpose of making people use their cars less. Removing 

parking on 1 side of Brunstane Road would have been a 

com promise, but guess what... those living there would 

not have supported that - because they too want to use 

their cars! The whole arrangement reeks of creating 

private parking streets for those who live there. No change

I live at the foot of Bath St. Traffic management on this 

road, particularly the junction at Straiton Place is far 

more critical than the wide residential streets of 

Coilessdene. Disagree Strongly disagree Cars now have to drive further. No

I am a walker, cyclist and driver. I don't use my vehicle 

unnecessarily, but the reality of needing a vehicle for 

work and to visit and transport elderly family is often 

over looked. I also have issues with the ';cycle lobby' who 

assume we should all just jump on a bike, with no road 

awareness. I also have personal safety concerns cycling 

i9n the dark and on isolated cycle paths. No

It's poorly thought through. things should be tried 

incrementally first. So, if Brunstane Rd was the bottle 

neck (which it only every was at peak times), look at 

removing the parking down 1 side first. Leave the other 

streets alone.

I don't think the council listen to consultation from the 

general public. it's always the 'cycle lobby' and those with 

privilege who have a 'voice'.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Longer journeys to access the bypass/East Lothian 

Pushing more traffic into residential areas 

Longer response times for emergency vehicles Significant increase

More cars taking short cuts around argyle 

terrace/Morton street/coillsdenes Disagree

More cars taking short cuts around argyle 

terrace/Morton street 

More cars on the high street 

More cars accessing portobello via Brighton place - 

causing increased congestion 

Less /longer access for emergency vehicles Disagree

These roads being closed cause me to have longer car  

journeys through more residential areas - this increasing 

the negative environmental impact. 

Brunstane  road is primarily used to access Asda & East 

Lothian - these are not journeys that could be made on 

foot or by bike No See comments above. No

I feel brunstane road should be made one way access 

only. 

The coillsdenes should be left as they were before the trial

I feel brunstane road should be made one way access 

only. 

The coillsdenes should be left as they were before the 

trial 

The council should have listened to the previous 2 public 

consultations, both of which showed this was in needed 

and not wanted by the vast majority of people in 

portobello

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight decrease Strongly disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No Make it a one way street

As an individual  Strongly disagree

These changes have caused the traffic to move to other 

routes causing tailbacks and traffic jams which produce 

more emissions. It has in impact on response times for 

emergency services attending incidents in the area. There 

have been absolutely no benefits to anyone but those 

living in Brunstane  Road Slight increase Traffic is now using other roads to avoid this "trial" Strongly disagree

As I have previously stated, all these changes have forced 

the road traffic in this area to move to other routes which 

causes traffic jams and higher emissions in other streets Strongly disagree Please refer to my previous comments No I still walk my usual routes No

I believe that these changes are wrong and were put in 

place to appease the residents of Bruntane Road

Any future schemes should be put to ALL of the residents 

of the area of the proposals, but these consultations 

MUST be sent out to everyone NOT just online

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Ridiculous to cut off a popular road just because residents 

don't want a rat run.  This could be said for majority of 

Edinburgh Roads - we would all like to have a safer road.  

It causes habic on Portobello High Street with ridiculous 

tailbacks and more congestion/pollution and noise to 

residents living on Portobello High Street. Significant increase

Everyone is looking for an escape from the congested 

Portobello High Street so are taking back streets to cut 

out some congestion. Strongly disagree Total congestion with this road closed Strongly disagree

Pollution/noise and congestion moved elsewhere so 

hence more prominent in one area but Brunstane Road 

"clear". Ridiculous some staying along Coilllesdene are 

having to make longer journeys to get kids to school. In 

the current climate it is astounding plus there are people 

who are dependent on cars ie disabled, working parents, 

carers etc. No Dependent on transport - disability No Unfair to other street residents in Portobello

A proper full and well publicised consultation via post 

ballot rather than "community" meetings that not all 

members of the public can attend. Postal 

consultation/ballot would be fairer. It seems the Council 

do not listen to concerns and the effect this has on 

members of the public

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree Not Answered

Don't know. Doesn't seem to have affected traffic levels in 

central Portobello. Neither agree nor disagree

No evident reduction of through traffic on Portobello 

High Street. Agree Easier to walk and cycle down Brunstane Rd N. No Don't know/No opinion

Make more roads to the East if Brunstane Rd N also 

either one-way or blocked off for through-traffic? (How?) 

Find a space for neighbourhood parking for the affected 

streets, away from those streets?  Basically, stop (people) 

presuming that cars should have access to all roads - 

including the High Street. Use community groups to get more feedback.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Adding miles extra to journeys leading to increased 

emissions and damage to cars due to poor state of repair 

on roads. No change Don't live in one of the streets. Strongly disagree

Forcing all traffic down one street has made certain roads 

very busy. The roads are full of potholes which are now 

worse due to volume of traffic. Has witnessed many 

people ignoring the one way signs which is dangerous for 

other road users and pedestrians. Strongly disagree Increased emissions from longer journeys. No No

Reopen coillesdene streets. Make Brunstane road one 

way.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I don't see that closing the road has been beneficial. It 

would be better to keep open but explore other traffic 

calming options such as one way. Otherwise cars have to 

travel for a far longer diversion. It is not forcing people 

out of cars, just making those cars be on the road for 

longer and emit more pollution. Significant increase

The high street traffic has got much worse, there are 

queues much more regularly. Cars often sit in slow 

moving traffic emitting pollution outside my windows. Strongly disagree

It has caused significant traffic elsewhere around the area 

as there are now just two entry/exit points to Portobello. 

Cars are generally spending longer on journeys in and out 

of the area, emitting more pollution as they sit in traffic 

or drive a longer distance. As the only central exit point, 

Brighton Place has seen a significant increase in traffic 

and regular long queues. Disagree

More traffic sitting in jams means more build up of 

pollution. People aren't reducing travel by car but sitting 

in traffic for longer. No No

Please don't ignore the voices of the many (who were 

against this trial) in favour of the voices of the few (who 

are reported to have council connections, that doesn't sit 

well with the public). Public consensus must drive the 

final direction

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure of these roads mean traffic has a longer 

journey which uses more fuel, just when we are trying to 

cut back on fuel. Many Portobello  streets are narrow - 

why Brunstane Road has been singled out for closure 

does not make sense. Slight increase Strongly disagree

Traffic now has a long circular route which is a waste of 

petrol and creating further pollution. Strongly disagree

Cars now have to travel a considerable increase in 

distance because of the road closures. This is bad for the 

environment in terms of traffic and pollution. No No

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Living in Gilberstoun, Brunstane Road is, or should be a 

main access road to Portobello for me. 

Since it’s closure I have stopped going to Portobello for 

either shopping or social activities. I feel the views of the 

residents of Gilberstoun are always dismissed and I don’t 

feel at all included in the activities or life of Portobello. 

It’s as if Portobello ends at Joppa. Well, we are also EH15 

and because access is difficult for us, I take my business 

to Musselburgh and support their local businesses 

instead. Why should the residents of a relatively small 

street enjoy private parking and limited disruption? They 

still park on the pavements making walking awkward. I’ve 

seen people in mobility scooters having real problems 

getting around. We are not all able to cycle 🚲 even if we 

were willing to do so so that argument is impractical. No change Strongly disagree

The junction at Eastfield bears the brunt of increased 

traffic. Parked cars at Scott’s Garage makes queuing 

traffic turning left encroach on the right hand lane. 

Coming from Portobello, turning right up into Milton 

Road is a real hazard, urgently requires a filter. Don't know No No

Absolutely not. If it is, I will not support any businesses in 

Portobello.

Everyone’s views should be taken into account, not just 

the residents of Brunstane Road, some of whom brag that 

they have influence within the Portobello council and 

Edinburgh Council. Its well known that Maureen Child 

pledged to make a success of this scheme as one if her 

last acts as Councillor. The whole scheme smacks of 

cronyism.

As a private business  Strongly disagree

As a taxi driver and a resident of portobello most off my 

life this is just a nightmare and not required all 

surrounding streets are very difficult and hard to navigate 

especially for elderly if in patient transport or taxi which 

adds to the cost of journey , these planters need removed 

asap a accident waiting to happen: all for measures 

around schools AM & PM but even these spaces for 

people cycle lanes need removed as more of a hazard 

problem is you councillors don’t listen to us public so this 

will probably just fall on deaf ears as per normal you have 

destroyed Edinburgh as a dirty with these measure do the 

sensible thing and open them all back up have the roads 

and streets moving again Significant increase

Heavier traffic Milton road Joppa road portobello high 

street especially and now moira terrace is seeing long 

ques of traffic Strongly agree

More traffic in surrounding areas yes traffic has increased 

over the years but time to remove these restrictions 

especially for emergency services you will have blood on 

your hands with increased times do sensible thing 

remove these immediately Strongly agree

How can it be positive for environment if you have more 

traffic in surrounding area cars sitting ideal in traffic more 

pollution , Yes

Walked and cycled , still think a royals waste of money 

with these closures No

Been fine for many years so why change it? If certain 

resident probably not from area in first place are unhappy 

with traffic volume then they should just move? Traffic 

will increase also with new developments in surrounding 

areas of the A1 road

These schemes are a waste of funds not required : fix 

roads public toilets more social housing and help 

homeless

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

People driving further through colisdene meaning more 

miles driven in residential areas No No

Brunstane road should be open again or 1 way. Closing it 

is not fair to people in the vicinity.  People on Brunstane 

road bought their house knowing full well the situation. 

I’d agree that the road is a shambles so I’d imagine 1 way 

would be the best solution or parking double yellows on 

one side of the road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Only beneficial to residents in brunstane road - hugely 

difficult for all surrounding residents 

Brunstane road would be fine if residents could only park 

on one side Slight increase Strongly disagree

Polluting area by causing massive detours and also risking 

timely emergency reaponses Strongly disagree Worse given the length of detour cars need to take No No

By listening to all residents not just the residents related 

to counsellors and the minority

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic has just been pushed in to collesdene , I 

personally use portobello high school,after school 

facilities, football for my 2kids ,we now have to go 

through collesdene at least 8 times a week,collesdene as 

a area is over used for learning drivers as it is , there is no 

speed reduction on the roads at collesdene, surely 

making Brunstane road a one way road would make 

sense, No change Strongly disagree

This was always a stupid idea ,as said above,a one way 

system would be safer and reduce traffic flow through 

surrounding streets, Strongly disagree

You are pushing traffic to take a longer route to 

portobello, there for sitting in cars longer , No No I believe a one way system would benefit everyone

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has not alleviated traffic and redirected it to other 

suburban areas. No change Strongly agree

Despite no accidents in Brunstane Rd in many years. Road 

safety was not an issue or reason for closures by CEC. 

Furthermore., since the closure Service vehicles are 

reversing down the full length of the street as there is no 

turning area at the bottom. Surely a major safety issue to 

the public, particularly children due to the size of these 

vehicles. More dangerous  now than ever before., Strongly agree As above Yes

Walk the road regularly and see vehicles struggling to get 

out the street due to no turning cares before the bridge. 

Mainly delivery and service vehicles No

I would like to see it restricted to cars only and no 

vehicles over a certain weight. Alternatively, it should be 

made one way.

As consolations do not work, I’m at a loss. These are box 

ticking exercises for CEC. No reasonable alternatives are 

ever entertained from the public,

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

No beneficial effect at all. Have regularly seen drivers 

going around the planter and entering the streets even 

though it's a no entry.

It has also caused extreme congestion on the surrounding 

roads and just made these unsafe. It's been a waste of 

money Significant increase

Street now has increased traffic which has made it unsafe 

for all the children trying to get to school. The level of 

pollution has increased due to the increase in traffic Strongly disagree

No positive impact at all. It has made the surrounding 

areas heavy with congested traffic and it is unbearable Strongly disagree

It's caused traffic pollution, many wildlife are being killed 

on the roads. No

Can't go out when I used too as I can't face sitting in 

traffic jams. Walking not an option due to fumes from 

standing traffic and buses make it unpleasant No Definitely not, needs removed asap Don't do them

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Agree Neither agree nor disagree Don’t know No Council not ignoring public opinion

As an individual  Strongly disagree Creates more traffic and congestion No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The traffic on Milton Road has become much worse 

resulting in much more cars waiting at lights and more 

fumes from cars stopping and starting, engines running 

etc No No

Residents should be consulted before such measures are 

ever put in place again and not pushed through using 

emergency powers whereby the public does not have to 

be consulted

As an individual  Strongly disagree

From an environmental perspective the changes have 

lead to people having to take a longer de tour to elegy to 

where they want. I don’t believe they have encouraged 

more people out of there cars but simply added to 

pollution be forcing people to drive a longer route to get 

to where they need to be. Significant increase

I live in Milton terrace and there has been a significant 

increase in traffic. It is dangerous at the bottom as due to 

cars parked in the road there is now single lane access for 

cars entering and leaving the lower half of Milton terrace. 

Residents on the street are now also doing 3 point turns 

to get out of our road as the alternative is a much longer 

route that is choked with traffic Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

My suggestion would be go back to how it was or make 

brunstane road one way probably from portobello to 

Milton road

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree

Cars have to take a longer route meaning more pollution 

in the area. Strongly disagree As above No No

I feel the total closure of the road from the railway to 

Milton Road is extreme and feel the road should be one 

way, with a ban on vehicles over a certain size.

I did not even mention of the fact there had been a 

consultation before and whilst I would not expect to have 

received any formal notification since I do not live in the 

immediate vicinity, I was surprised there had been no 

general mention/discussion of it in community forums 

such as Portobello Facebook pages. This makes me think 

it was not widely known.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Ridiculous that Brunstane Rd is closed. One way would 

have been fairer to all involved. Significant increase Strongly disagree

Only of you live in Brunstane Rd. Otherwise a nightmare 

for everyone else. Strongly disagree No No

Make Brunstane Rd one way coming down from Milton 

Rd. Reinstate the closures around Coillesdene. Actually listen to what is said.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All this has done is cause traffic to use other roads, 

Coillesdene Terrace/Avenue etc and use more fuel causing 

more air pollution.  Well done, idiots. No change I don’t live in one of the closed streets. Strongly disagree

As said, it has just diverted traffic through other streets.  

Why should any one, publicly funded Road be closed to 

all public paying motorists? Strongly disagree Again, further driving, further traffic pollution. No No Don’t be so stupid!

Try actually consulting.  The majority of residents on 

Brunstane Road DID NIT WANT THE ROAD CLOSED.

As an individual  Disagree Slight decrease Strongly disagree Don't know No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

Cameras need to be installed as road closure to the 

coillesdenes cars ignore no entry and turn into 

approaching cars existing the coillesdenes. Brunstane Rd 

would be better as one way Slight decrease Disagree Disagree

People still using their cars just having to take longer 

route into portobello No No Brunstane Road made one way No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes only caused rat runs in other streets.  Has 

caused confusion.  A main concern of those of us who live 

in the area is the acess issues for fire and ambulance 

services.  It is not acceptable that essential routes to huge 

swathes of streets cannot be accessed in emergencies. I 

feel this was not thought out fully. Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Remove completely the obstructions and do not replace 

or extend.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree Make Brunstane one way into Portobello Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

I think the traffic measures have been beneficial to the 

coillesdene area No change Agree

I think the traffic measures in coillesdene make people 

use the main road which is a benefit to the community Disagree No Yes The traffic measures should stay for the coillesdenes.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Massively increased safety and traffic management.

A bold decision that was long overdue. 

For years the south section of brunstane rd has caused 

issues. Significant decrease Huge reduction Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

Our address is Brunstane Road North but part of our 

house faces onto Joppa Road. We have noticed 

significantly more traffic on the road and people not 

driving at 20 miles an hour as they race past the end 

Brunstane Road knowing it’s closed. Strongly disagree

Traffic is busier elsewhere in Portobello - in what is 

already a congested area. Strongly disagree

People are now having to do detours by not being able to 

get out/in certain Collesdine streets or Brunstane Road No No

Reversal or changes are definitely required. 

I feel for the houses in the Collisdine streets as it has 

diverted all traffic onto only a few streets whereas before 

the traffic was spread over all the streets running off the 

Milton Road

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree

I live in Magdalene where the road at brunstane primary 

school has been closed for the pandemic and all this has 

done is pushed the traffic along other roads that are not 

suited for that amount of traffic Disagree No No

As a home carer who works in the 

Magdalene,portobello,collesdeine, Duddingston area this 

traffic calming has been a nightmare for myself and my 

colleagues and added valuable travel time and cost of fuel 

for us

As an individual  Strongly disagree

No account has been taken of emergency vehicles getting 

access.

With fuel increases you are costing residents more money 

to access their homes and in doing so increasing fuel 

emissions and adding to the pollution of Edinburgh.What 

benefits are there to this ? Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have been an absolute farce.  There was no 

issue to begin with, it has just caused confusion and 

anger among residents. Significant increase

The flow of traffic on Milton Terrace is now busy.  I now 

live on a busy road, putting my children at increased risk! 

There is also more noise, general traffic noise and cars 

tooting at each other almost every day. Strongly disagree

There is now more congestion than there has ever been!!  

Total chaos at times!! Strongly disagree

Due to the congestion traffic is sitting stationary for 

longer! No

I need to use my car for work.  I am also a carer and have 

elderly relatives that I take to appointments/shopping etc 

so cycling or walking isn't an option. No Absolute joke, open up all routes again!

Just listen to people in future rather than thinking you 

know better.

As an individual  Agree No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No I walk and cycle a lot anyway so that hasn't changed Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Taking longer to get into portobello etc and causing more 

traffic on Milton road! No change Not Answered Don't know No No

To be honest I think that the council have already made 

up their mind to close the permanently and this is just a 

tick box exercise!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has caused significant increased traffic and 

disturbance to our street. Significant increase Disagree

It has not provided benefit to anyone apart from those 

who chose to live on Brunstane road. Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree How does this help people - it doesn’t!! Slight increase Open the roads Strongly disagree What was the point. Strongly disagree

Longer routes to go short distances creates more car 

journeys which is a negative affect on the environment No

I use a car to get around. Short journeys have been made 

longer for no reason No No. No and no again. OPEN THE ROAD!!

Please devise an entire plan to manage traffic and safety 

of cyclists instead of just randomly closing roads and 

pushing traffic onto other routes. 

Almost all of the buses have been taken away from 

portobello. How are people supposed to get around.

As an individual  Disagree No change Disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The road closures in the whole area have caused so many 

problems in moving traffic build up into a smaller 

area/route.

Trying to navigate to specific streets was incredibly 

frustrating. No change Strongly disagree

The only positive outcome on the local road closures is 

Stanley Street where its made it safer for the school 

children getting to and from school and for dog walkers.

I have not seen any other positive outcome from the 

other road closures. Strongly disagree It has shifted the impact to the surrounding streets. Yes

But that was to do with our personal accountability to 

reducing our environmental impact. No

Brunstane Road should become one way, the parking on 

both sides which impedes on the pavement should be 

addressed. The blocks on the Colliesdenes should be 

removed and the block round Stanley should become 

permanent.

Try listening to the whole story and not such a narrow 

view point.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has caused problems all round the area and 

contributed to an increase in omissions due to an 

unnecessary increase in journeys. Significant increase

It has caused traffic to disperse onto surrounding streets 

in a larger area. Strongly disagree

This has been a complete waste of time and funds that 

could be put to better use. Strongly disagree It has increased omissions with longer journeys. No No It serves no positive improvement to the whole area.

Listen to the locals and act on the findings as no one has 

any faith in the present system.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Definitely not beneficial. Longer journeys, more fuel used, 

more traffic along Coillesdene Avenue. Dangerous 

situations as all side roads are closed off. This is not only 

bad for people financially due to extra fuel used but bad 

for the environment. Significant increase

As people now drive from Eastfield to Portobello along 

Joppa Road, normally they could cut through Brunstane 

Rd Disagree

Traffic still goes along main roads by this has now 

increased , lack of choice of routes and more fuel used Disagree

As above, more fuel is bad for the environment, longer 

driving time with engines on No No

Absolutely not! My suggestion is that Brunstane Rd be 

made a one way steeet which would solve the congestion 

issues. One street’s request for a private road should not 

be at the detriment to other people No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Not beneficial, increase journey time  less appealing to 

visit portobello and surrounding area No change Don't live in direct area Strongly disagree

Discourages people visiting porty, 

Lengthens journey time Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The general opinion of residents is that it doesn’t work 

and that blocking a main artery and diverting traffic is 

detrimental to the area. No change

My street completely unaffected by the traffic measures 

in Coillesdene. Strongly disagree

Any through traffic that is stopped will have a negative 

impact on the movement of traffic in the area Neither agree nor disagree The environment not at issue here. No No Please don’t make any changes!

As an individual  Disagree

I have to do long detours around the closed off streets 

which is annoying and worse for the environment No change Disagree The surrounding streets are definitely busier Disagree

More traffic taking longer detour routes is harmful to the 

environment No No

The streets should be open to traffic with traffic calming 

measures, such as speed bumps and parking restrictions 

put in place. This is what happens elsewhere and I see no 

reason why these residents are being given the privilege 

of car free streets.

I think it is important that public opinion is listened to 

and that opinions of a few VIP residents don’t override 

the general public opinions.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease

As a resident of Gilberstoun, it has meant that we are 

able to access Brunstane Road South easier as the traffic 

from Brunstane Road are not blocking our exit.  Even with 

the boxes on the road, we were consistently blocked prior 

to the closure. Strongly agree Agree Not Answered Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Blocking the roads makes no sense , other than to those 

that live on the affected roads .The traffic issue is just 

moved onto the next routes .  Surely a one way  system is 

a more sensible option . No change Strongly disagree

The closure has just moved the traffic onto neighbouring 

roads . It hasn't reduced the amount of traffic Strongly disagree

Volume of traffic hasn't reduced overall , just displaced .

Blocking one artery has just overloaded others . Don’t know No Listening to the views of more people  .

As an individual  Disagree No change Disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Yes No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It doesn't help to have Brunstane Road closed at the 

railway bridge. Other measures should be put in place to 

manage traffic flow. No change

My street not impacted, but my journeying around 

Brunstane Road area has been significantly impacted in a 

negative way. Strongly disagree

I don't think it's had a positive impact at all, quite the 

opposite. I feel this trial was put in place to suit the 

minority. I'm hopeful that the results of this consultation 

are listened to, rather than being ignored. Strongly disagree Same number of cars, no impact on environment. No No

Definitely not!! This route should be opened to all but 

traffic flow should be managed. I strongly believe this 

road should be made one way with another road in 

Coillesdene made one way in the opposite direction.

This trial has been far too long in length. I don't believe 

the results were listened to last time, so hoping this time 

residents can be reassured that results are reported 

accurately.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It may have removed through traffic at brunstaine road 

But caused more delays and dangers on surrounding 

roads No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree No change

My street is not immediately effected but would benefit 

from the same LTN approach. Strongly agree Strongly agree Don’t know

The change doesn’t immediately affect my cycle 

commuting pattern. Yes

As an individual  Disagree No change Disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has only served the people of Brunstane road and 

increased pollution due to longer journeys for those living 

in the areas closed off to accommodate Brunstane road 

closure No change Disagree

You are forcing all traffic onto an already very busy main 

road, making one way in and out of portobello Strongly disagree

See above - longer journeys = increased pollution. Doesn’t 

take an environmental scientist to figure that one No No

Consult before implementing, this was not the case here. 

Fully expect the council to ignore local feedback and do 

what it wants though

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Right turn onto Milton Road from seaview terrace is 

dangerous Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Cars driving further to access Milton link No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

Motor traffic has been routed onto the main roads and 

not away from residential streets. 

Brunstane Road and surrounding residential streets is 

more pleasant and safer for walking and cycling. On my 

regular run/jog I cross Brunstane Road. Since the filter 

was installed on Brunstane Road there have been far 

fewer motor vehicles making this area safer. Walking in 

the area is a much more pleasant experience Slight increase

There has been a slight increase in road traffic on my own 

street.  Although this is disadvantageous personally it 

does not detract from the overall benefits of the scheme. Strongly agree

Restricting motor traffic will make the wider Portobello 

area much more pleasant and safer. Strongly agree Fewer cars on the residential street means less pollution Yes

I have walked and run more frequently in the Colliesdene 

Area. Yes

The number of consultations relating to roads should be 

greatly reduced. There are far too many for relatively 

minor changes to road-space. A majority of councillors 

have been elected on (varying) active travel mandates in 

May 2022.  These should be implemented.  

When consultations are held it should be stressed that 

these are not referendums and are to get views on how 

the scheme will be implemented not if.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly agree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Very silly emergency services are struggling to get to 

people having to go longer route and as you know with 

emergency service every second counts also carers are 

reversing into the street so they can get vsck out 

Braunstone road and causing more traffic in surrounding 

areas Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Increased traffic elsewhere

Increased journey times and distance, therefore more 

pollution

Trialled before and reopened why is it being trialled again

Brunstane Rd is one of the routes into Joppa

Also is an issue for emergency vehicles No change Strongly disagree More traffic on Brighton Place and Portobello High St Strongly disagree Longer journeys = more pollution No

Already walk / cycle often but when need to drive has 

increased journey length and time No Listen the first time you consult

As an individual  Disagree

How can it be beneficial for motorists, delivery drivers etc 

to travel further to get to their destination, using more 

fuel, etc. How can emergency services get to the area in 

the fastest time when they are rerouted! Not Answered Not my streets, but often in the area. Strongly disagree More traffic on the main roads. Disagree No No

You didn't consult in the first place, you have just put 

massive planters to block off streets.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Total gridlock Significant increase Strongly disagree No streets should be blocked off. Strongly disagree Cars have to travel further so more pollution No No Definitely no more or consult public first

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Huge rearrangennt throughout the wider area to solve 

what was a very small problem in the upper part of 

Brunstane road. Astonishingly unpopular and and 

ineffective measures. Significant increase Strongly disagree

Terrrible impact on wider area. Super minor improvement 

on upper Brunstane Rd is massively negated by resulting 

negatives throughout surrounding area. Astonishing that 

this proposition was approved, even for trial, in the first 

place - absolutely terrible idea! Strongly disagree Significantly increases local traffic journeys No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This is ridiculous should put yellow lines in Braunstone 

road and provide a car park with cctv unless homeowner 

is disabled and requires a parking spot. This is ridiculous 

that they now have a private road No change

Pittville Street is almost impossible to park in now due to 

leisure centre users and the beach in summer but we 

don't get a private road. Luckily we have a wider road but 

still massive parking problems Neither agree nor disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

Cars repeatedly turning down Milton drive although 

closed. Speed of cars flying along coilesdene avenue and 

then turning right up Milton drive is excessive. 

Considerably higher flow of traffic a day. Result. Cars 

being unable to turn down Milton drive from Milton road 

east have a considerably longer detour to exit and current 

road back on to coilesdene avenue from there is in poor 

condition and not fit for volume of traffic using it. Slight increase See above - speed and volume Don’t know. Strongly disagree

No dedication in volume of traffic, you’re just forcing it in 

a different route. No No This isn’t a consultation - it’s decided and then done

As an individual  Strongly disagree Just put it back to what it was before all this chaos Significant increase

Common sense will tell you if you block a road people will 

use other roads that are not build for heavy traffic Strongly disagree It’s a joke Strongly disagree

People are using more fuel going the long way round use 

your common sense No No Leave things as they are. You defo never done any good

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree congestion. leave all roads open as per pre-pandemic Significant increase congestion. leave all roads open as per pre-pandemic Strongly disagree congestion. leave all roads open as per pre-pandemic Strongly disagree

More congestion. leave all roads open as per pre-

pandemic No No congestion. leave all roads open as per pre-pandemic

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I am the only daily carer for my elderly mother and 

accessing her home is now longer but also more 

hazardous.  Every trip is eventful.

1 not everyone observes the new street calming 

measures.  I regularly have to take evasive action to avoid 

collision with oncoming vehicles who are ignoring the 

traffic measures.  

2   Learner drivers also cause issues, trying to complete 

paralel parking maneuvers in conjested areas, particularly  

 the Avenue.  

3  Builders vans parked on both sides of the streets and 

large skips are also creating hazards for the traffic flow.

4  the road surfaces are deteriorating quickly.  Large pot 

hole are appearing in the diversion roads. Significant increase

Access is hampered.  Cars are parked in inappropriate 

locations, particularly on corners.  These cause drivers to 

turn corners and drive on the wrong side of the road 

often meeting oncoming traffic of drivers who do not 

respect the 20 mile speed limit. Strongly disagree

Huge increase in drivers accessing the Coillesdene estate 

from Milton Road.

I regularly have to brake on the Avenue coming from east 

field, for drivers trying to cut across to go down to 

Seafield. An accident waiting to happen! Strongly disagree

Its the same volume of cars but now they have to drive 

further, using more fuel and creating more fumes. No

I wouldn't cycle.  The irrational drivers, combined with 

really poor road standards make it a risk i would not wish 

to take. No

My preference would be to revert to the previous 

arrangement.

People on Brunstane Road including 2 local councilors I 

believe, bought their properties knowing that it was a 

narrow through road.

Why does Coillesdene have to be the bearer of poor 

traffic diversions to suit a few homeowners with 

connections?

If reverting to status qui is not an option suggest research 

is put into consider some sort of alternative, one way 

system

As an individual  Disagree

I don't think when those plans are put forward you are 

considering how important having access quickly in an 

emergency situation is . An ambulance or carrer getting 

to a private house has to be done quickly. Also delivery 

men and people having to use Sat Nav. This is another 

example of how a law is trying to be passed for a few 

cycle uses

and pedestrians.  I also wonder how much access every 

single person has to voice there opion has that lives in 

that area ? Not everyone uses social media. 

Have you also considered the new development proposal 

for the area. The Green belt that was not to be built on 

but already is. ? If you are concerned about cars there's 

going to be many more driving up and down Milton Road.   

  

I understand certain roads are terrible with parking issues 

but I suggest making them one way so there is easier car 

/ ambulance access would be better for safety of the 

residents.  Very few people I know want to cycle and will 

keep using there cars No change It depends if you live in the affected streets or not Strongly disagree

This just creates more traffic to use the main roads if 

people have cars they will use them instead of going on 

the quiter roads they will use the main ones. Parking 

outside those narrow residential houses is a problem but 

making them one way would benefit car users more. 

Asking for permits would infuriate the residents and push 

them to park in free areas near by. Causing more 

congestion. Those older houses were not built when so 

many cars were on the road but the reality is Edinburgh is 

windy and cold and to get from A to B if you have a family 

or elderly relative the car is the safest and best option. 

Not a bike Strongly disagree

Just pushing cars onto the main road not stopping people 

using them No

I have cycled in the past I was nearly knocked off quite a 

few times. I have family and need to access them via car 

my job also requires me to use a car. I am too old to get 

soaked and don't have the energy to navigate the hills. I 

use my bike now on good days on the cycle paths. 

Amsterdam and other city's have excellent cycle paths 

they also have flat roads that were built for them 

.unfortunately Edinburgh like alot of big cities in the U.K. 

does not No

Only pushes traffic to the main roads and causes 

problems with car access

The residents should be considered and asked to vote on 

what would work best for them. Especially after the trials 

to see if it has benefited them at all. The service users ie 

delivery company's postmen taxi drivers should be asked 

also it would be interesting to have there say. Also the 

NHS

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All this has done is redirect traffic on a longer route, this 

increasing both pollution and frustration. No change Strongly disagree

More traffic on the surrounding streets, drivers 

frustrated. Negative impact. Strongly disagree

Traffic is being sent on a longer route, drivers are 

frustrated and therefore driving less economically. No

I only use the car for essentials anyway, and this trial has 

meant I have been driving longer distances to get to the 

same place. No

The problem is not traffic on Brunstane Road, it is the 

volume of parked cars which make passing impossible. In 

years past there was never an issue, when people had one 

car each, or didn't drive. 

Making Brunstane Road one way would be one 

reasonable suggestion, meaning local people wouldn't 

have to make long detours to get to their properties 

(particularly those at the other end of Brunstane road!!!) 

Alternatively allowing parking on one side only leaving 

spaces for traffic to pass two way would also reduce the 

congestion. This seems an ill thought out and pointless 

closure, catering to a few people's wishes only. The 

volume of cars owned and parked by people who don't 

have parking associated with their house is the problem it 

seems to me.

It would seem prudent to listen to the majority, rather 

than the minority. People suggested a number of other 

options (one way/reduction in parking/double yellow line 

passing places/traffic lights) but none of these were 

trialled.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Caused more pollution in other routes where traffic is 

queued back No No

As a taxi driver, trying to pick up/ drop off passengers is 

more costly to them. Given the fact that a lot of jobs are 

funded or subsidies by the council

Put the routes back to how they were. This project has 

only been implemented to suit a few houses on one 

street.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

You have now diverted traffic down Coillesdene Ave 

adding 1 mile to my journey out to the bypass.  That road 

is also used as by driving schools. They frequently block 

the road when manoeuvring. 

You expose more houses to traffic.  

Genius. Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

How can longer journey time's and longer routes help the 

environment. No

Would do if the cycle lanes were’t full of leaves with no 

way of cleaning them due to bollards No Your having a laugh aren’t you?

Well grown up thinking would help. 

What purpose do the cycle lane bollards serve ?  

Cyclists won’t use them due to leaves potholes etc!

You have slowed down emergency response vehicles due 

to your traffic obstructions.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Cars still travel through Coillesdene, they just take a 

longer route. Slight increase Disagree Disagree

Cars are now having to travel further to complete their 

journeys. No

We already use our bikes / walk where practical. This has 

not impacted our car use, it just means journeys are now 

longer. No

If traffic was an issue on brunstane road then a better 

solution would be to make it one way rather than closing 

it entirely. 

The closures in coillesdene have not worked at all and 

should be removed, it’s just moved traffic to different 

streets in the area.

Please listen to local residents in future. It seems this 

closure went ahead when the majority of local residents 

were against it. 

Please listen to us now.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has caused chaos on Seaview Crescent. The increase 

in traffic and speeding is atrocious.

Can we have speed bumps along this section? This would 

discourage passers-by from driving along Seaview Cresent 

on their way to Portobello instead of proceeding down 

Milton road and turning left at the lights.

Further, Seaview Terrace is appalling with speeding 

drivers and nowhere for the elderly to cross. A zebra 

crossing would suffice and a speed camera would pay for 

itself within 6 months. I understand this is not included in 

this survey, however, this needs to be addressed as a 

matter of urgency. Significant increase

As above. I nearly got run over, loading the elderly into 

my vehicle. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree

How? I do not understand this statement. why would it?  

Its impact on the environment on Seaview Cresent has 

merely increased the noise levels, pollution and 

dangerous drivers speeding,. No No

Unless measures are put in as above to protect other 

streets from chaos, more pollution noise and 

inconsiderate drivers.

Survey the impact of those within the vicinity first. This 

has devastated Seaview Crescent !

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It’s causing now more congestion along portobello high 

street. A trip that would have taken 5 mins is now taking 

15/20 mins due to the length of the diversion No change Strongly disagree It’s causing more congestion on the high street Strongly disagree More traffic more jams and more pollution No No Absolutely not

Make it a one way system still allow the traffic to flow in 

the area

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

It has made things much easier for cyclist - which is an 

essential step to combat climate change No change We don’t live within the area of trial change Strongly agree

It has made cycling connections between parts of 

Portobello easier, even though the High Street is still 

extremely dangerous Strongly agree

When things are harder for people to drive, people are 

more likely to walk or cycle, which is beneficial for the 

environment. Also cutting down through traffic is a 

benefit Yes

It’s easier to do, and we have pledged not to use our car 

within the bypass - also cycling makes you happy! Yes

We need to keep making changes that help people to 

change their behaviour to combat climate change

We need real change to how people move around 

Portobello and Joppa, and we suggest urgent consultation 

with really forward thinking proposals - we would be 

happy to be part of this

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Disagree No Don't know/No opinion

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has made a busy local area significantly worse as has 

just displaced traffic down other residential roads. It has 

lengthened journeys and slowed down the response of 

emergency vehicles as have to go the long way round. The 

one way bit is confusing and I have seen some vehicles go 

the wrong way. No change I live in Regent street so not impacted. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Traffic displaced to other streets and journeys are longer 

how can that be positive impact on environment?? No

I use my car when I need to transport dogs / shopping. 

The streets that have been altered are a busy part of 

connecting the high street towards the A1 and city 

bypass. Most people will be using cars on these routes. No

I see no benefit in the changes it was caused issues with 

emergency vehicles. I hope there have been no adverse 

consequences of this. The people responsible for the 

instigation of the changes should be liable for their 

actions.

There has been very little support in the community for 

the changes, most of the issues generated were 

predictable. A consultation was performed but ignored.

As an individual  Strongly agree

These are the sorts of measures modern cities should be 

making to tackle road deaths, the climate crisis and 

traffic. I would encourage further closures of roads as a 

pedestrian, cyclist and car driver to create a more livable 

city that feels safer and encourages people to spend more 

time walking and cycling in their neighbourhoods and less 

in cars. Slight increase

Due to these closures, my own road has become far 

busier as one of the few routes into Portobello. I would 

continue to encourage closures across the city with 

provisions to support people to take healthier and more 

environmentally sound choices. Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

I believe that further schemes should be proposed and 

implemented with support from public transport. The 

current situation with buses is poor with many buses 

never showing up and the cycling infrastructure in 

Portobello is poor with injuries and deaths sadly not 

uncommon on our roads. The opening of segregated cycle 

lanes and protection from cars and larger vehicles is 

crucial to encourage the uptake of cycling and walking 

over driving.

This is most clearly seen in the poor connection to Leith 

via bus or by safe pathing for cycles and pedestrians. 

With no direct bus route (often it is quicker to walk than 

take a bus) and a dangerous section of either road or 

shared path towards and through Seafield (before the 

Leith links connection), there is little to encourage people 

not to drive. The old railway lines would provide an 

excellent opportunity to mimic what has been a success 

across the city in opening safe cycle lanes or by opening 

up the route for civilian transport as has been used in the 

past.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change No change in my particular street as it’s too far. Strongly disagree

Other roads now become blocked. 

The whole area is busy so why only alter a small part. 

Although busy in the wider area, you need this traffic for 

our local traders to get used and remain open. Strongly disagree Just moved to another part of the area. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Not Answered Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Make Brunstane road one way would suit everyone and 

open up the rest of the roads

As an individual  Strongly disagree

These closures, taken together with the changes to the 

King’s Road junction, have created increased jams and 

idling traffic along Portobello High Street. There are now 

only 3 possible options to leave Portobello - by King’s 

Road junction, at Milton Road East, or via Brighton Place. 

This is not sufficient for a growing neighbourhood such as 

Portobello and this was amply demonstrated when the 

tragic accident took place a couple of years ago at the 

King’s Road junction causing complete gridlock. Significant increase

Increased volumes of traffic having to use one of the 3 

remaining routes out, increased idling and exhaust fumes, 

plus anyone trying to exit to the east faces increased 

journey distances and therefore increased pollution. Strongly disagree See previous comments Strongly disagree

Increased stationary traffic on Portobello High Street, 

longer journeys and more pollution. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Coillesdene Avenue has been adversely affected with 

increased traffic. Significant increase Traffic speed has increased as has the volume. Strongly disagree

The area has many elderly residents and families with 

young children and these groups have experienced 

adverse traffic problems. Strongly disagree No No

The consultation process was reasonable but the views of 

the majority were ignored. There should be a process 

where the majority views influence the result. With the 

current scheme the benefits to Brunstane Road are 

outweighed by the problems created in the surrounding 

streets.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

They make no difference, and are obviously badly thought 

out. Also worse for the environment as being forced 

longer routes to reach a destination, and also creates 

more traffic. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

As I said above. I’m amazed that you think this going to 

achieve that. Would of been far better spending our 

money that you’ve wasted on this trial and putting it to 

good use. No No ABSOLUTELY NOT.

You need to far more realistic with any kind of trial. And 

also to remember that people actually live in these 

places. Like actual people and not just a statistic on a bit 

of paper.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This plan is chaotic at best. It has a negative impact on all 

of those trying to travel within this area.

Confusing to understand and creates more pollution. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Caused chaos in surrounding streets just because a 

Councillor lives there. Significant increase

Irrelevant question as I live on Willowbrae but use this 

street a lot to visit someone .  Does the closure of this 

street allow other streets used, as rat runs, to be closed 

as well, 

Especially in the street I live? Strongly disagree Strongly disagree More petrol used going around the area. No No

Open the street up again. Stop closing down side streets. 

Just causes frustration.

As an individual  Disagree No change Disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It is still possible to get from Milton Road East to Joppa 

Road and vice versa, it just makes a couple of streets in 

Coillesdene busier. The lack of a no left turn sign going 

East along MRE was very dangerous as there was no 

warning a deadly planter was round the corner. Significant increase

Could you please tell me how much additional traffic is 

going down Duddingston Park, my street, and at what 

speed? I know this was being monitored some months 

ago as the equipment was there...?

Stanley Street and Brunstane Road being shut off too also 

mean a lot of additional traffic either going to Eastfield or 

down Duddingston Park. The latter is particularly 

overwhelmed when there are roadworks to maintain 

critical utilities which run under the street. With the 

exception of this, the traffic flows OK other than the 

Southbound entrance to the crossroads with Milton Road 

which are constantly backed up at peak times. Is this 

being monitored? Disagree Strongly disagree

Additional mileage being covered by cars to get from A to 

B. My hedge is now dying and this could be from 

additional traffic on my street? No

I have driven, ran, walked and cycled around the area as 

much as usual. Possibly with the exception of a couple of 

trips into Portobello on my bike when there were 

temporary lights at the Duddingston Park and 

Duddingston Park junction. No

I'm sure the theory is wonderful but in practice the 

remaining useful infrastructure is being over used and 

when it is being dug up the roads can't cope.

I have seen no evidence to suggest that feedback from 

local residents has been taken into consideration. 

Comments on social media from a cross section of society 

and neighbours have largely opposed schemes such as 

this and the woeful bike lanes in the area (the leaves will 

be falling soon, will they be cleared this year?) yet the 

projects have gone ahead. I would like to see more 

analysis of the feedback to give residents confidence that 

the right decisions are being made. I am currently 

disillusioned and would rather see progress on projects 

such as the Powderhall to Restalrig cycle way than faffing 

about with existing infrastructure which has worked fine 

for years.

The left turn from Portobello to Sir Harry Lauder Road is 

another great example of something ludicrous being 

implemented.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

On behalf of a public body, organisation or charity  Disagree

Increased parking at bridge (South end) restricting the 

opportunity for turning/ reversing into lane, especially as 

the Club has bulk deliveries.

This also applies, especally in summer playing season 

when we also have coach pick ups for away matches and 

increased visiting clubs who mainly arrive by car.

Most of our members and those of visiting Clubs are of a 

senior age. While we have 5 parking spaces at end of lane, 

if full, members and visitors when approaching from 

south and unable to park have to reverse and utilise 

residents space, if lucky, to find one or drive back up to 

Milton Road and park. As a consequence, they have to 

carry their heavy bowls bag. Those approaching from 

North, can park on North side and have a walk up over 

the Bridge , carrying similar gear.

Overall, this didnt seem to be problem before the closure. 

Increased parking has resulted from the closure.

We are a Community Club with members living in 

Portobello / Joppa and . if residing there now have the 

inconvenience of circumnavigating Coillesdene to get to 

the Club, when driving.

As a council, Cammy Day, Council Leader uses the 

argument of pollution reduction to suit his case - well, it's 

blown out of the water with this re-routing proposal  with 

this unnecessary increased traffic flow and pollution 

through Coillesdene. No change

Members comment have primarily have referred to 

increased parking - Don’t know. No comment - our local members will submit their views Disagree

Unnecessary travel through a residential area.  a more 

extensive residential area impacted by pollution and 

unsightly street furniture - as can be said for many across 

the City - sad, but true, what a mess! No No

Members opinion is to return to previous status as it 

seemed to work - yet recognise some members are street 

residents.

Taking into account those members and a greater 

number of residents who reside in the wider area and ARE 

inconvenienced, scrap the proposal and return Miltoin/ 

Coillesdene area to normality.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Have problem going to brunstane bowling club and have 

problems getting back up the road when there is no 

parking.also it is causing cars to rat race further down the 

quieter streets. No change Strongly disagree

Made access to club more difficult especially for visiting 

teams Disagree Should have been made a one way street Yes No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The only benefits are to the residents who live in the top 

half of Brunstane Road . Coillesdene is very busy with 

traffic and for residents at the bottom of Brunstane Road 

they have a much longer journey to get to Milton Road No change Strongly disagree

I live in Gilberstoun so my street us big impacted by 

increase in traffic but all residents bus have to come up 

Brunstane Road so it is very busy on Milton Road with 

cars turning right into the yellow box and blocking the 

road Strongly disagree

Closing Brunstane Road has resulted in people having to 

make a much longer journey and therefore more 

emissions to get to their destination No No One way down would be the best option

Consultation was made but

No heed was paid to the majority of opinions put 

forward. What is the point of a consultation when people 

are big listened to . One way down was put forward and 

this should have been trialled before closing the road

As an individual  Disagree

People ignore bollards down Milton drive and enter from 

Coillesdene- v dangerous.

For work, it takes me longer and wastes more petrol.

People seem to drive faster down Coillesdenes to make 

up time Significant increase

Can feel house walls vibrate when buses go past and 

increased traffic. Disagree Absolutely not, made it more dangerous Disagree

More fuel to drive that way,  on positive is for residents 

on Brunstane rd no one else!! No No Absolutely not

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a cyclist, car driver, and pedestrian, I have found the 

changes to be incredibly beneficial. As a driver, the route 

diversion is simple and pain-free, and is now habitual. As 

a pedestrian, Brunstane Road is a pleasure to walk along 

and feels much safer for the families that live on the road. 

It's a nicer place to stop for a chat if I meet someone I 

know. As a cyclist, the change has been a real game 

changer and has encouraged me to cycle more when 

travelling into town or to the meadows. Essentially, I can 

now travel by bicycle from my home to the meadows via 

dedicated cycle paths the whole way. My wife and I have 

been using the car a lot less as a result. These are the 

kinds of changes we need to be making to make 

Edinburgh a better city for people to live healthy lives and 

live in community together. Thank you for your hard 

work and please don't be discouraged by the short-

sighted comments on social media. Keep going! No change

I don't believe I have witnessed any change at all to the 

traffic on Joppa Road. It is still loud at night and full of 

speeding vehicles. Strongly agree

I believe more people are inclined to walk or cycle short 

distances, such as to Portobello high street. This has 

benefited the whole area. Strongly agree

As mentioned, Brunstane Road is a pleasure to cycle 

along now and forms a key part of the cycle route into 

town via the innocent railway. Yes

See other comments. My wife and I have cycled a lot 

more as it is safer and more enjoyable. Yes

In my view, there is no reason for the road to be made 

available to through- traffic. Portobello is a community 

where people live. It's not a motorway.

It would be interesting to receive direct feedback on 

comments, but I don't mind.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has not been an environmental decision as vehicles 

have to do big detours.

Now other streets have increased traffic.

Increased dangerous passing on other roads due to 

increased traffic on them. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Yes No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

You have just moved the traffic to one other street in the 

area? Pointless Significant increase

Coillesdene Avenue Milton drive and terrace have all see 

a significant increase in traffic ! And fast moving traffic at 

that Strongly disagree

Totally negative impact - volume of traffic , time added 

onto journeys and fuel costs increase due to this Strongly disagree Longer journeys = more fuel and car emissions No No Definitely NO

Listen to the community and think about the 

consequences. I get people on brunstane road were fed 

up with the amount of traffic . Make it one way open up 

all the streets around the Coillesdenes so that traffic has 

options of filtering through to destinations .

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Complete disgrace- Brunstane Road should not have been 

closed but mad one way running from Milton Road to the 

opening for Joppa Station Place. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No

I have driven more as I have been forced to drive through 

Coillisdene No

Listen to the residents rather than just ploughing on 

thinking you know best

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Not everyone can cycle or walk to Portobello. With these 

roads closed it means residents south of the railway line 

have to travel far further to get to Portobello. Emergency 

vehicles have also experienced delays trying to navigate 

the closures Slight increase

When people cannot go down Brynstane Road they try to 

use Stanley Steet & Hope Lane. The closure of Hope Lane 

is not well signposted & results in frustrated drivers going 

at speed back up the street Strongly disagree

It has caused a lot of frustration & led to the traffic being 

heavier on other streets Strongly disagree With longer journeys this has more of an impact No

I use whichever mode of transport is appropriate to the 

weather & distance No I feel the roads should be open as they are supposed to be

Any prior consultation would be good. It seems the 

council act first consult later
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It was a nonsensical decision to make but I suppose that’s 

why it’s a trial 

End this now but in my opinion I think a one way traffic 

system going down to joppa / portobello would be 

sensible No change

I was not immediately affected but going down to my 

business in portobello is way longer and unnesssarry 

My mothers house in coillesdene has been hugely 

effected 

A waste of valuable funds to pacify a few councillors and 

residents of brunstane road Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Listen to locals 

Don’t ask then ignore the majority

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Closing Brunstane Rd at the bridge has led to chaos on 

some occasions. Not to mention that current residents 

seem to now think the road is private and for their own 

personal use, questioning anyone that drives down the 

road that doesn’t live on that particular street. Are there 

plans in place if this situation is to become permanent for 

the council to unadopt the road therefore making the 

residents of Brunstane  Road liable for all future repairs, 

as is the case with other unadopted roads in the area. 

I have been stuck on the road several times due to 

residential vehicles since the closure.Closing the road 

hasn’t made things easier for residents, just harder. I 

know this from friends who live in the street whom I visit 

regularly. One of these friends was delayed when trying 

to get her young daughter to the hospital. On another 

occasional ambulances have been unaware of the road 

closures and have been stuck at the bridge whist 

attending to emergencies and late due to the detour they 

have had to take. On one occasion the crew had to 

abandon their ambulance and run because they were 

stuck at the bridge as cars had come down behind them. 

Traffic along portobello high street is insane, this is 

further compounded by the road closure at Baileyfield. 

The closure of the bridge road has led to drivers using the  

 Coillesdene  area as a rat race. Despite the closing of Significant increase The whole of Portobello has been affected Strongly disagree

All this has done is move the problem to other parts of 

the area and affect other members of the community. As 

above, make these narrow streets one way and that will 

solve the issue. Strongly disagree

We are asking drivers to prolong their journey, it takes 

me an extra 15 minutes to get to the local super market 

because I need to travel to almost Musselburgh due to 

road closures. That’s an extra 4 hours of fuel wastage and 

pollution per month. Just to get to the shops. No No

Absolutely not! It’s a sticking plaster. It hasn’t solved the 

issue at all.

Community led meetings. Portobello has a very involved 

community and such changes should be presented at 

community meetings.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Has pushed traffic onto the main roads, therefore 

reducing the volume of available road space in the 

broader area.  Generated slightly longer journeys for local 

residents. Slight increase

Can't be certain although feels like increased queueing on 

Milton Road East towards lights at peak times. Strongly disagree

Would anticipate it may have reduced visits into 

Portobello from outside the area.  As above vehicles have 

been pushed onto other streets. Strongly disagree Can only have moved queueing elsewhere No No

Why not make Brunstane Road, parking on one side only 

or, alternatively, a one way street.

The views of the majority were previously ignored - the 

measures were happening regardless of the previous 

consultation.  

I recall the phrase 'egregious suffering' being used by a 

councillor with regard to the residents on Brunstane 

Road.  A quite ridiculous viewpoint and an indication of 

how the council was always going to proceed.  

Residents were aware of the traffic situation prior to 

moving onto this road.  

As above, alternative schemes should be considered.

As an individual  Agree

Local roads are much quieter and it is much safer to cross 

the road as a pedestrian at the junction of Coillesdene 

Crescent and Gardens with Milton Road East.  Motorists 

can't find their way out of the closed road maze, so much 

clearer signs are needed saying access to Milton Road this 

way at all local junctions.  Motorists go up and down the 

streets trying to find their way out generating 

unnecessary extra fumes and carbon and they get 

annoyed and consequently drive too fast. Significant decrease

It is quieter, safer and more pleasant as a pedestrian and 

cyclist.  There is less pollution for residents. Agree

It is easier to drive through the Milton Road East traffic 

lights at the junction with Harry Lauder Road as traffic 

isn't trying to join the queue from both sides  Brunstane 

Road and the Gilberstoun direction.  There are more 

motorists turning right from Eastfield at the lights to 

access Milton Road East.  This can feel dangerous when 

cycling from Musselburgh to Portobello and cars pull 

across your path. Strongly agree

Traffic pollution and noise has reduced.  We found more 

Hedgehogs in our gardens as fewer are killed on the roads. No

We used to walk and cycle anyway but it is more pleasant 

and safer now. Yes

The traffic volume and parked cars along Coillesdene 

Avenue means that no futher road narrowing is needed 

along there (as per original plan) as the traffic can only go 

quite slowly anyway.   Proper clear signs are needed for 

motorists to navigate their way in and out.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As far as I can tell there g

Has not been a single accident in these areas. 

The plan increase journey times  add to pollution and 

cause frustration and inconvenience. No change Strongly disagree

From the residents I have spoken to it just seems another 

ill conceived and flawed intervention into city resident's 

freedoms Strongly disagree

You are having a laugh. Journey times that can take twice 

as long are not environmentally friendly. No No

The closures in coilesdene jus divert traffic into other 

areas. Can see Brunstane road being made one way as 

beneficial but ot closing it to cars.

Yes, consult with local residents and businesses at public 

venues and guadeloupe espouse by show of hands. Stop 

hiding behind on line surveys and anonymous feedback

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I think this is a complete waste of time and money and 

the council should be ashamed they invest in such 

projects. I have stayed on joppa terrace all my life and the 

traffic has always been bad on Brunstane road but all you 

have done is redirect the traffic on even worst streets. 

The obvious fix would be to make a few one way systems 

in the area such as down brunstane road. Significant increase Strongly disagree

All this has done is mean there is more congestions on 

the high street and along Milton road and locals are 

having to take longer routes to get to THERE HOMES! Strongly disagree

More cars are having to take longer routes so this has not 

been beneficial No

I already walk and cycle a lot and this has not encourage 

myself or anyone I know from the area to do this more No

If this is made permanent it is pathetic by the council 

there are clearly other ways to do this that many locals 

residents feel is better such as 1 way systems

I think there needs to be a much more extensive amount 

of research and planning done before this is even 

consulted. Edinburgh is a modern city built on a historic 

one if we want to keep this we have to find better ways 

to adapt to modern life more vehicles petrol cars, EV, 

buses, lorries vans, trams etc need to be ready planned 

into the city by real top top specialists.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Too much of a detour No change Agree Strongly disagree No No

Put it back to how it was before or at worst make 

Brunstane Road one way

As an individual  Strongly agree

Traffic through Brunstane road has been significantly 

reduced

Prior to the trial there were daily aggressive interactions 

due to the difficult nature of using Brunstane road as a 

thoroughfare

I am not aware of any significant difficulties with the 

alternative options available

Children are able to cycle more safely on all of the roads 

around the area Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree

Alternative routes are available

Occasional individual experiences of difficulties but 

alternative easily sought

I am not aware of any change in traffic on high street

Likely that there is some increase in traffic through 

colliesdene but these are big wide roads that can 

accommodate easily Strongly agree

Less traffic in surrounding areas, wider use of bicycles and 

alternatives such as walking used Yes Yes

As an individual  Disagree

Apart from the fact that I cannot take the first exit onto 

Milton Road or the nearest exit from Milton Road  I have 

been concerned with the increase in traffic from other 

areas driving too fast up Morton Street and along 

Coillesdene Avenue.

I have also noticed a large increase in the number of 

Learner Drivers in the area especially in Coillesdene 

Avenue  which is very busy and where they do their 3-

point turns etc.  I have regularly counted the number of 

Learner Driver cars which are

in the area and it is often 8 or 9 drivers at one time.

I do not understand why we have had to be  subjected to 

this trial.  Brunstane Road 

could have become a one way street from Milton Road 

down to the Church.

Another idea that might be a possible solution is that a 

very small area of the Park behind the houses could have 

provided the residents with a car park - there is already a 

suitable entrance from Milton Road into the park which 

might need some upgrading.

I very much hope that our street will get back to normal 

very soon. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

We should not have been involved - it was unnecessary to 

have so many road blocks. No No

Definately not.  I have found the changes to be 

unsatisfactory.  This trial should only have lasted a few 

weeks - it has been going for too long.

If there are similar schemes there must be much more 

consultation with the residents prior to the 

implementation of the changes and the time taken for 

the actual experiment  should be reduced to the very 

minimum required.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I strongly disagree that the changes have been beneficial 

to anyone outside Brunstane Road. 

Before Covid in 2019, a male delivered notice re changing  

Milton Terrace and Milton Drive in to one way streets; 

down Milton Terrace and up Milton Drive to Milton Road 

East

However, we in lower Milton Terrace have two way 

traffic. Lower Milton Drive has FIVE no entry signs and no 

upward traffic.

I see no reason for this, unless some so called important 

person is getting an almost private road. This, according 

to a lawyer friend, is corruption; an abuse of power. 

Perhaps this has already happened in Brunstane Road, 

where 3 councillors who live there have skewed the 

results in their favour. I am not the only one in this street 

to get this one-way information. Significant increase

Virtually all displaced traffic now comes down Milton 

Terrace, as the first unblocked street. Milton Terrace was 

supposed to be one way, but traffic is two ways in our 

part of the street, and the road has been damaged by 

heavy traffic (potholes etc). Strongly disagree

Our street  has bourne the brunt of this. Heavy traffic 

including lorries. The trial has clearly had a negative 

impact on anyone not living in Brunstane Road, where we 

believe 3 councillors live. Abuse of political influence. Strongly disagree

The noise, exhaust pollution, and volume of traffic has 

simply been moved to our street. It is ridiculous to claim 

this trial has a positive environmental impact to anyone 

apart from Brunstane Road. No

Considering our street is now far more dangerous for 

pedestrians and cyclists - NO!! No

Absolutely not. 

It has ZERO positive environmental benefit, and has in 

fact made it worse for this street, and Seaview Crescent 

and others. The only beneficiaries are residents of 

Brunstane Road. This is about self interest, and nothing to 

do with the environment.

Far clearer communication.

We complained about the upsurge in speeding - nothing 

done.

We asked for a traffic volume monitor - REFUSED........why 

refuse a monitor for the most affected street? Because 

the results would be inconvenient to those pushing this 

trial.

Coillesdene Ave, Coilllesdene Gdns, and Milton Drive all 

have had 3 lots of monitors.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic has increased considerably on my street since this 

was implemented, and drivers speed through the street. 

With a young child (3 yrs old) to think about, this is a big 

concern. I don’t see why Brunstane road can’t allow one 

way traffic down (or up) the street. It seems to me that 

because there is a local Cllr living on this street, they have 

had a huge influence on this decision. It seems wholly 

disproportionate. Significant increase

As stated above, traffic has increased significantly since 

the new traffic measures were imposed. Disagree I’ve not noticed any difference at all. Disagree

Again, cannot see how this has happened. It has simply 

diverted / redirected traffic on to our street or the other 

streets in the area. No

There is still lots of traffic it’s just going in different 

directions! No

You either stop through traffic in the whole area, or allow 

one way traffic on Brunstane road to reduce traffic on the 

other roads around. As it stands, it is unfair and doesn’t 

make much sense.

It would be interesting to know the response to your 

initial consultation and how you acted on all the 

feedback. 

From speaking to local neighbours and residents, most 

did not support the trial going ahead. I believe the fact 

that a local Cllr lives on Brunstane road meant that this 

was a foregone conclusion.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Have had to drive further due to the restrictions which 

means more fuel used by me and also I’m now adding to 

the increase in carbon. No change Strongly disagree

Having spoken to many people who live there or drive 

through the area to drop people off (car sharing to save 

fuel and reduce impact on the environment) it is obvious 

people have been put out by these measures. Strongly disagree

As above, driving further does not contribute to 

improving the environment. No No

Things should be put back to the way they were. The 

current situation does nothing to help the environment 

or the people who live or require to drive there.

They should speak to the people who live there and also 

have an online consultation before implementing 

anything. Might have been worth someone who knew the 

area to be involved rather than someone at a desk 

thinking this may have been a good idea as it certainly 

isn’t.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There has been little change to my ability to use 

Brunstane Road as a route for walking, wheeling and 

cycling - there are still too many cars parked on the 

pavements in order to leave space for vehicles down the 

middle of the road. Access into and through Coillesdene 

has been dreadful - including a significant increase in 

personal near-accidents from vehicles travelling too fast 

and ignoring or not understanding the signage and 

closures. Journey times - and vehicle emissions - have 

increased. No change Disagree

Traffic still needs to reach its destination outside the 

"Joppa Triangle" - so this change hasn't been beneficial at 

all. Strongly disagree

Increased journey times - and so emissions - for vehicles, 

without making it actually any safer or easier for active 

travel up/down Brunstane Road; where is the 

improvement? No

Prior to the trial, I already walked/cycled Brunstane Road 

and the Coillesdenes regularly. The closure hasn't made it 

any safer or easier - if anything, it's more dangerous as 

more vehicles get lost and drive dangerously on their way 

through the Coillesdenes. No

I don't believe this trial has succeeded in its wider aims - 

while Brunstane Road itself has reduced traffic, and so 

can probably be considered a "quieter neighbourhood" 

there is still significant issue with access on the 

pavements and to bicycles on the road. Meanwhile, the 

Coillesdenes have become much less of a "quiter 

neighbourhood" with increased traffic and increased near-

miss accidents while both bicycling and driving. If 

Edinburgh Council are serious about making this area 

safer, they should proceed with much tougher 

restrictions on parking in the area, and traffic-calming 

alternatives to total closure such as road narrowing, 

speed tables and trialling a one-way system.

Frankly, in future schemes the Council and its committees 

should listen more carefully to the concerns raised by 

respondents to its public consultations. The response to 

the initial consultation, especially from specific 

Councillors, inspired no confidence in the elected 

members to adequately represent and consider the 

responses received - it seemed a foregone conclusion that 

this closure would go ahead, regardless of widespread 

objections, and the public consultation was merely an 

annoying formality. The Council must address how they 

gain the trust of the public they work for and represent.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Made driving in and out of Portobello difficult - like a 

permanent lengthy diversion route wasting fuel and 

increading emissions. No change Lived on Pitville Street prior Disagree Strongly disagree More miles and more fuel No No

It is an awful badly thought out change and sooner it is 

resolved the better. It contributed to us deciding to move 

out of Portobello but we still have to regularly drive to 

Portobello and we curse the Brunstance road closure 

every time.

One way down Brunstane Road or double yellows on one 

side.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I visit this area daily and brunstane road in particular. The 

closure of the bridge has made a massive difference in 

regards if safety, calming, noise and general well being for 

the street and surrounding area. Significant decrease

The traffic using brunstane road as a rat run is now non-

existant. It is quieter and safer. And although access is not 

as easy for residents the sacrifice is worth the benefit. Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

I deliver for Deliveroo by bicycle mostly from Fort 

Kinnaird.  These closures have made me far more likely to 

do deliveries to Portobello.   Before the closure I had 

frequent bad experiences with drivers trying to get past 

me on Brunstane Road.   If I don't do the deliveries, then 

it will almost certainly be a car who picks up for Deliveroo 

in East Edinburgh.  If it gets safer and more pleasant, 

other cyclists will start doing it I predict. No change

I don't live in these streets, but there are important for 

my bike deliveries. Strongly agree

Roads feel much safer for cyclists.  Much less pavement 

parking on Brunstane Road. Strongly agree less pavement parking Yes I have done more bike deliveries to Portobello Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I am sure it has been beneficial to the residents of 

Brunstane Road who now, unlike other Edinburgh 

residents, have protected car parking space outside of 

their homes.

It has been in no way beneficial to anyone who is not 

walking, cycling or "wheeling" (whatever that is) who 

wishes to travel from this side of Portobello to Milton 

Road and beyond (to Asda, The Range, the A1...) No change

No noticeable change at the moment but the measure 

was not likely - no intended - to affect traffic in Straiton 

Place.  However, with the - presumably unforeseen -

consequences  of the changes at Harry Lauder Road (i.e. 

the long tail-backs of traffic heading towards town) we 

may yet again experience, as has been to case when 

morning commuters hit hold-ups in Portobello High 

Street,  the rat-run of cars down Bellfield Street, along 

Straiton Place and up Bath Street to benefit from the 

traffic lights to "jump the queue".

Commuter traffic has undoubtedly increased now that, 

with the rerouting of the 124, the only bus service 

between Portobello and Princes Street is the 26. Strongly disagree

How could it have had a positive impact?  The trial has 

only displaced traffic onto more congested and longer 

routes.  The situation at Harry Lauder Road has resulted 

in queues of cars often back as far as the Town Hall 

crossroads, bumper-to-bumper, engines running and 

belching out exhaust fumes.  Longer journeys and longer 

hold-ups mean inevitably greater pollution.

A Department of Transport report (see The Times 24th 

October)  finds that, in London boroughs that introduced 

LTNs, vehicle miles driven rose by an average of 11.4%.  

So much for the anticipated "traffic evaporation" 

engendered by more walking and cycling! Strongly disagree

Again, beneficial to the residents of Brunstane Road et al 

but for the rest of Portobello it has led to greater 

congestion and pollution, No

I am 79.  I do not cycle and I have no idea what 

"wheeling" is. No

The trial sought to "reduce unnecessary though traffic",  

Through traffic on any street may be deemed 

"unnecessary" if there is an alternative route.  Having 

used, until recently of course, Brunstane Road since 

moving to Portobello 22 years ago,  I have only once 

encountered an altercation when a taxi driver refused to 

reverse.  Drivers have generally sorted out problems 

amicably.  

Parking on one side only would ease to flow (though the 

residents would object to their god-given right to park at 

their gates).

This is Scotland.  Few of us have not driven on single lane 

roads in the Highlands, Islands and elsewhere.  We are 

familiar with Passing Places!

There should not be similar schemes in the future unless 

all possible consequences are taken into account and a 

comprehensive impact assessment carried out.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Brunstane Road, the road closure has 

made a huge difference to our quality of life by greatly 

reducing the heavy levels of traffic and associated 

problems, previously experienced.

I think it is extremely important that the traffic calming 

works for all, but I do not have a strong view on how the 

current pattern of road closures in Colliesdene is working 

for the residents there. Significant decrease

As a Brunstane Road resident, and keen cyclist, the road 

closure has made a huge difference. Neither agree nor disagree

It is difficult to know what the wider impact has been, 

although cycling around Portobello I have not seen any 

noticeable difference in levels of traffic. Strongly agree

The road closure has definitely discouraged some local car 

journeys with people walking or cycling to their 

destination, and pushed some traffic onto the main roads 

where it belongs (at minimum inconvenience to drivers). 

The closure has provided a link between 2 cycling routes, 

making it much safer for cyclists. The reduction in traffic 

in Brunstane Road has greatly improved the air quality. 

All these changes have had a very positive impact on the 

environment Yes

Before the road closure I would be much more likely to 

have jumped in my car to get to Portobello. I now always 

walk or cycle. Yes

Getting the signage right is very important.

I would support any changes which residents of 

Colliesdene wished to make to the current traffic 

management arrangements within Colliesdene.

It needs to be made very clear from the outset that 

community consultations are not a referendum - 

otherwise the car owning majority will always outvote 

local residents.

Good communication at each stage of the process is also 

crucial.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Since the progress of this trial there has been a drastic 

reduction in damage to parked cars on Brunstane Road. 

Before the trial wing mirrors were regularly smashed off 

and paintwork scratched due to traffic rushing up the 

street to avoid getting stuck or trying to get through gaps 

that were not there. There has also been a marked 

reduction in road rage clashes which were common 

before the trial. There has also been a beneficial outcome 

during the busy travel times of the day with less blocking 

of the yellow box at the lights on Milton Road due to cars 

coming out of Brunstane Road and forcing their way into 

the queue for the lights. Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree

Traffic is no longer spending extended periods stuck in 

the street or sitting in queues at the top of Brunstane 

Road with engines idling. Yes

I can now cycle down Brunstane Road and over the bridge 

down to the Portobello Prom. It was too dangerous to do 

this before with traffic rushing up a road with traffic 

parked on both sides. Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has just moved the traffic and resulting in everyone 

driving further causing issues for more residents. No change

Feel this has all been decided on by the council and a few 

important residents of Brunstane Road and this is just a 

tick box exercise and to let us think our opinion matters! Strongly disagree

It has caused issues for emergency services and residents 

trying to navigate portobello and the no right turn 

implemented at Sir Harry Lauder Road. Strongly disagree

It has resulted in residents having to drive further and for 

longer increasing pollution! No

I did all these before but there are times when a car is 

necessary! No

Don’t just plonk flower boxes and expect residents to just 

interpret you’re wishes. Also they are not very pretty to 

look at or maintained!

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Restrictions have not helped in the slightest, still have a 

Mexican Standoff when two or more vehicles meet head 

on. Nowhere to to pull in due to on street parking. Refuse 

trucks blocking traffic going about their work , heavy 

goods delivery to households great difficulty in turning 

and manoeuvring back out of road.Emergency vehicles 

have extreme difficulty in accessing households and some 

occasions using Brunstane Road not knowing about the 

closure Ambulances in the case I witnessed.Losing 

valuable time. There are allotments and a Bowling Green 

which need vehicular access at the bottom of Brunstane 

Road this cause great difficulty with delivering and 

visiting either. Cyclists in the main use it fine although 

there are a percentage who feel the need to “fly” down 

the road thinking no traffic. There are junctions at the 

bottom potentially accident areas. The alternative routes 

add approximately 1.5 miles to a half mile journey not 

helping fuel costs and emissions. Significant increase

Due to the alternative routes Portobello High Street has 

increased greatly combined with the illegal parking makes 

for very hazardous driving. This street has more than it’s 

fair share of Emergency vehicles who have extra difficulty 

due to the above. Strongly disagree

These alternatives only cause congestion elsewhere 

mainly through residential areas and 20 mph streets. 

Pushing more traffic on to the High Street we already 

have Learner’s using these areas and diversions adding . Strongly disagree

People visiting Portobello have 1.5 to 2.0 miles at 

minimum added to there journeys.Daily. Fuel emissions 

must be up and through the same residential areas where 

young and old frequent and live. No

Although easier access is by walking, you can’t always. 

The need to transport people, goods and sport’s 

equipment is easier by vehicles. No

All points as previously stated above. Brunstane Road 

should be made one way .Either way !  One way system 

stops the stand offs helps residents access there homes 

and no 3 or 33 point turns to go back up Brunstane Road 

as the do presently. Danger to all and cause further 

congestion.

Have the necessary consultation with the wider areas 

impacted and no thrusting a Temporary measure in place 

without this.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I hate the changes. Its just moved the problem elsewhere. 

For someone who lives at the bottom of Brunstane Road 

it has made getting to certain places very difficult. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No I've just driven much further!! No

As an individual  Disagree

Traffic has been displaced to Brighton Place, leading to an 

increase in volume and congestion. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The current closure of this road is idiotic, no change in the 

Mexican Standoff situation with on coming traffic 

NOWHERE to pull due to parked cars. No help to 

residents who now do multi point turns to go up the road 

due closure at bridge, hindrance to emergency vehicles 

especially Ambulances . Refuse vehicles struggle to do 

their job and manoeuvre at the bottom of road. There are 

allotments and a bowling club just before bridge closure 

that need access ie members, visitor’s and deliveries to 

both. Most people are adding miles ( 2 to 3) to their 

journey to these places by using current 

diversions.Emissions and fuel costs increased . Volume of 

traffic only reduced by HGV that are now pushed through 

neighbouring areas in order to reach Portobello. The High 

Street now busier than ever . No change

My street is a mile away at The Jewel , no real change 

here.

I use the Portobello area daily and see the change there 

along with the poor parking in that area . Strongly disagree

Negative impact, you have only diverted traffic through 

residential areas that are already filled with Learner 

drivers. Families not able to have children playing out 

safely. Elderly have more difficulty with busier streets. 

Main road a nightmare due to Bus Lanes and drivers not 

using them properly ( avoiding them when not in 

operation)  adding to congestion. Strongly disagree

I struggle to find any positive impact, re routed HGV 

added miles to locals who need to access Brunstane Rd. A 

half mile journey to Portobello from Brunstane Road is 

now 1,8 miles minimum All adding to emissions, poor air 

quaintly now pushed to different area’s No

Only when i have had park miles away from Brunstane Rd 

due to no available parking 

Double Yellow lines and residential on street parking No

Definitely not , as stated previously.

Should be one way system ( either way)  would still add 

some extra time to Portobello although safer and less 

stressful to all even residents of Brunstane Rd also save 

money on replacement Wing Mirrors.

Full consultation before barriers put in place , no 

temporary licence railroading people into restrictions.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Many elderly in this area, takes longer to get to 

properties, emergency services hsve highlighted delays No change Strongly disagree Causes rat runs in other streets Strongly disagree Some journeys are longer No No Road blockages cause delays to emergency services Access to emergency services

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has increased traffic down Brighton Place which was 

already a too busy through road to Portobello high street. 

Queuing cars with running engines causing increased 

pollution. Traffic jams increased as more traffic being 

diverted away from this trial. Increased noise pollution 

due to the increased traffic for residents on Brighton 

Place. Significant increase

Constant increase in traffic jams and significant difficultly 

trying to get into and out of my driveway. Strongly disagree See above comments Strongly disagree

Increased car pollution as constant traffic queuing all the 

way up Brighton Place with engines running. Increased 

noise pollution for residents of Brighton Place. No No

This trail is only moving the traffic problem to other areas 

of Portobello as in my case making Brighton Place even 

busier, which defeats the issue in the first place. This 

should be fair for all residents not a single area! Increased 

traffic, noise and pollution next to a park and nursery and 

several walking to school routes is not a good alternative 

to allowing this trial to be permanent.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It hasn’t benefited anyone except those who live on the 

roads that are now quieter, even some of those probably  

find it inconvenient. 

It hadn’t benefited anyone else. Slight increase

The traffic has intensified in other places but you can’t 

just go closing roads because the residents complain! Strongly disagree

It hasn’t benefited anyone else. How could it? 

Everyone has to drive further including the Brunstane 

road residents at times. Strongly disagree

Now everyone needs to use more petroldriving  the long 

way round. Then getting stuck in jams and damaging the 

environment then. Less places to drive means more 

pollution elsewhere. The residents probably spend a lot of 

time going really tricky 3 point turns which they are now 

wishing they didn’t have to do? No No

It was a road built to be used. The people who live there 

generally chose to do so. You can’t just get roads closed 

because you don’t like other people using them! It’s a 

route- to get from A to B. You can’t just cow tow or 

favour certain groups of residents- it’s ridiculous- to be 

fair you’d end up having to close lots of roads - oh yes I 

forgot - regent terrace is closed 🤔

Maybe a priority system, with a bay to wait, or a traffic 

light , or a double yellow line on one side - sorry folks but 

if you don’t like the traffic… 

I also said previously that I get a good feeling letting 

people past or thanking people - don’t take that small joy 

away… common courtesy

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Displaced traffic has been removed from Brunstane Rd 

and the displaced traffic has transferred to Brighton 

Place!!!! for no other reason than to appease a few 

residents that moved into a road they knew had some 

traffic  on it!Brighton Place is a lot busier. It was busy 

before. Now there is traffic queuing at the traffic lights 

with 12% more traffic entering the very centre of 

Portobello Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Standing traffic ,on Brighton Place(a street that is walked 

down by children  to 3 schools ) belches out exhaust,into 

the centre of Portobello No No

As an individual  Disagree

The volume of traffic is unchanged, it just impacts 

different residential streets now. Slight increase Disagree Disagree It just shifts the traffic elsewhere No No

I favour a further trial of making Brunstane Road a one-

way street (going upwards). This would relieve the burden 

placed on the Coillesdenes with the current trial.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Blocking roads is for Extinction Rebellion NOT elected 

representatives.

Nobody wants this “green” nonsense rammed down our 

throats. Significant increase Lots of cars doing needless 3 point turns!!! Strongly disagree

Making vehicles travel twice as far as usual is not positive 

for anyone!! Quite the opposite. Strongly disagree

Ugly obstacles are causing misery for anyone trying to 

negotiate the area. Its a sledgehammer to address a non-

existent problem! There was no traffic issues beforehand. 

All thanks to Grant Schapp’s idiotic plans. No No

Ban TROs which do not have any risk assessments 

requirements and are a way of ramming through 

unpopular plans.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Disagree Don’t know No

As an individual  Disagree

It seems that the volume of traffic has just been shifted 

along to the East side of the Coillesdene's Not Answered Neither agree nor disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

The process has forced more traffic elsewhere in 

Portobello such as the High Street.

The poor signage of the changes led to emergency 

vehicles attempting to go down closed roads.

Brunstane Road should be one way along with a wider 

implementation of a one way system as most streets in 

Portobello have cars parked both sides & on street 

corners obscuring drivers views increasing the dangers in 

a built up area. Significant increase

The process has forced more traffic elsewhere in 

Portobello such as the High Street. Disagree The process has just forced traffic onto other roads. Disagree

The weight of traffic remains the same throughout the 

city so any benefits in one area are outweighed by others. Yes

I have walked the majority of journeys since the first 

lockdown. No

I think the implementation of a one way system would be 

better than road closures. One way system.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Disagree Disagree

The longer routes that cars are having to make, and the 

subsequent queues of traffic are both meaning that much 

more gas is emitted. No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree It moves the problem it does not fix the problem No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Brunstane  road should be made one way heading INTO 

Portobello

As an individual  Strongly agree

Brunstane road has seen far more walkers and cyclists 

now that it’s less congested with aggressive traffic Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree

Many more families on bikes can be seen using the road 

as a route to join between the cycle route and the prom Yes

Been much more likely to cycle up/down the road to join 

to the cycle route instead of driving Yes

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree No change Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Yes No

I would like Brunstane Road to be one way, going towards 

Portobello

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic flow has been shifted onto coillesdene and 

unnecessarily extended the length of, what used to be, 

local journeys.

This effect increases congestion; it doesn’t reduce it, 

which I assume was the original objective.

Make brunstane road one-way; job done No change Strongly disagree See above comments Strongly disagree See above comments No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Longer routes taken so more fuel emissions No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

More emissions

More fuel being used

Same number of cars- spread further and travelling 

further 

Other ideas not considered 

Majority (vast) of views not taken cognisance of. No change I don't live on that side of the high st Strongly disagree The traffic has simply moved! Strongly disagree Cars travelling further! No No

B Road -One way towards the sea... double yellows on 

one side. Speed bumps going down

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I travel regularly ( 3 x weekly) to my son’s as well as a 

local group in Portobello and Joppa Parish church. 

These measures have added mileage to my journeys as 

well as additional time. Not Answered Neither agree nor disagree Strongly disagree No No

See initial comments. 

These measures are positive for the few of Portobello and 

Joppa. 

Many are disadvantaged.

Remove measures

All streets are 20mph

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease No damage to my car, much safer for my children Strongly agree Strongly agree People far less likely to drive short distances Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have been absurd, and very poorly thought 

out. Drivers coming down Milton Road east are finding 

Coillesdene Gardens closed, then Milton Drive closed so 

are all using Milton Terrace as a rat run. This small road is 

now dangerous, the speeding is frightening, with cars, 

vans, taxis etc, in very many cases, all easily going over 

double the speed limit, and i have personally received 

abuse from drivers after suggesting they slow down. I 

have given up cycling around here, its too dangerous. 

Drivers also frequently ignore the No Entry signs, i see 

them daily just driving through them. All the problems 

that Brunstane Road had, have been pushed along to 

Milton Terrace, but they had speed bumps, so in fact, you 

have made Milton Terrace even worse than Brunstane 

Road was. Significant increase

If you had bothered to install the traffic monitoring 

system in Milton Terrace, you would have this data. 

Instead you installed them on streets like Coillesdene 

Gardens which is only used by local residents. Surely even 

those with the most basic common sense, could have 

worked out Milton Terrace was going to be used as the 

obvious rat run? Milton Terrace is a short residential 

street , but very often resembles a main road WITHOUT 

speed limits. Even the size of vehicles in this street has 

become ridiculous, with large lorries now coming down 

here as a short cut, so dangerous. Milton Terrace 

(numbers 1-8) have two way traffic. Our parallel street, 

Milton Drive, is only one way. This is very unfair as they 

will only get a fraction of the traffic and noise we get. It 

would be easy to suspect another Councillor lives in this 

street too. Strongly disagree

The whole scheme is ridiculous. Drivers look lost, drive 

through No entry signs, get frustrated, which results in 

angry speeding drivers. i see it every day. As i said earlier, 

to Cycle around Milton Terrace where i live is now not a 

safe option, so im back to using the car. You are hardly 

promoting cycling by making small streets incredibly 

hazardous. Strongly disagree

Milton Terrace is now a noisy street, not just by day, but 

your hear the taxis speeding up and down the street at all 

hours through the night, with vans and trucks from 6am. 

again, this is a small residential street being used as a rat 

run, with drivers not remotely bothered about how loud 

they rev their engines or how loud their polluting 

exhausts are. In one of your letters you stated that the 

residents of Brunstane Road were wanting 'a more 

peaceful street' well you have absolutely destroyed the 

peace in Milton Terrace. Incredibly selfish of the 

Brunstane Road residents. No

I have been forced into cycling less for my own safety. 

Milton Terrace is not safe for Cycling. Unless you are 

happy being narrowly missed by some irate driver going 

about 40mph. Many other people in this area also 

stopped cycing around here during summer, everyone 

with the same attitude, its just too dangerous. So a huge 

thanks to the Project team for that. Very 'green' of you. 

Also, with such an increase in traffic volume, the road 

surface in Milton Terrace is appalling and a resurfacing of 

the road is very long overdue. No

No. Its absurd, dangerous, and bad for the environment. 

Milton Terrace is noisy, and with people like me being 

forced away from cycling, more polluting to the local 

area. Traffic should not be 'encouraged' up and down 

Milton Terrace, but directed along and round by Scotts 

Garage, making us feel safe in this small street again.

Yes. Speak to the residents mostly affected. And if 92% of 

residents are AGAINST it, then dont just ignore us and go 

ahead regardless. This is what precisely has happened, 

and we all know full well that the Councillors who live in 

Brunstane Road have stuck two fingers up to the entire 

community, and pushed it through for their own selfish 

reasons.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I used to live in Joppa, though don't now.  I still travel 

regularly to the area and the ETRO has been personally 

challenging, adding time and petrol costs to each journey.   

  More than that, though, the experiment has seemed to 

be a case study in selfishness, in that acceding to the 

wishes of a relative few led to disadvantaging thousands 

of others. No change But I live in the country... Strongly disagree

Other streets have become 'rat runs', and this could 

never have been anticipated when residents chose to live 

there.  

Brunstane Road has NEVER had garages or driveways 

because of the age of the houses; everybody choosing to 

live there KNOWS this to be the case. Neither agree nor disagree No

Wouldn't it be important to ask where the 

walkers/wheelers/cyclists live..?  Ie Brunstane Road?? No I just don't subscribe to selfishness. Think of everybody, not just those who will benefit.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Not Answered Impossible  for me to say . Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Extra mileage motoring through an area which is also 

used for learner drivers means pollution is building up 

much more. No Obliged to use public transport or my car. No

Having lived in Coillesdene Avenue and Brunstane 

Gardens ( while the railway bridge was being raised ) and 

have therefore experienced the closure of Brunstane Road 

before I am amazed that the people there are not as 

upset at having delays caused by services such as bin 

collections,  deliveries etc as I was. It could take ages to 

move.

If there needs to be a change at all then I believe the least 

obstructive suggestion would be a one way system in 

Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have been a complete inconvenience. For me 

to access my home from Portobello area my drive is 

nearly 3x longer which unnecessarily increases both 

pollution and congestion as well as wasting everyone’s 

valuable time this planet. No change Strongly disagree

As per above congestion and other factors have increased 

due to the closure of Brunstane Road. Sir Harry Lauder 

Road, Milton Road, Milton Link and Milton Road East are 

busy enough without carrying traffic from other streets 

unnecessarily. Strongly agree More pollution and congestion has been caused. No No

Brunstane Road is not overused in the first place. I would 

suggest signs up not allowing HGVs to use the route but 

the Road should defiantly be open

They should be dealt with along the same lines as 

planning permission but to a wider audience. Everyone 

should be made aware who stays in the area with clear 

steps on how to agree or object.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The measures have made an amazing improvement in the 

area, it is much quieter due to the lack of through traffic, 

and much safer too. Slight decrease

Of course all residents still drive though the area but the 

lack of through traffic has made it considerably quieter. Agree

It has made these streets slightly busier, but as these 

streets are designed to take higher volumes of traffic, 

they can cope with the demand. It only becomes a bigger 

issue when these thoroughfares have roadworks, then 

traffic comes to a standstill. Strongly agree Don’t know

I’ve always walked and cycled, but it has definitely made 

it easier and more enjoyable to get out of the house and 

into the community. Yes

I think they should be implemented in many more 

communities, all across the city.

As a private business  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Worse forces drivers to take longer routes, the city is 

already in chaos with all the road works and diversions No Alot of shite No

Nobody wanted it apart from the councillors that stay on 

Brunstane road

Listen to the wider community instead of the councillors 

who live there

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Serious danger to loss of life /car accident at the 

entrance/exit of 99/91/93 Milton Road East 

(development opposite corner shop at Brunstane Bank 

and opposite side of road to Kings Manor Hotel) due to 

lack of risk assessment of impact on neighbouring areas 

caused by closure of Brunstane Road. I have emailed my 

concerns directly. 

52 flat development on Milton Road East. EH15 2NL.

We are now all completely unable to safely exit our 

development and this needs to be addressed with double 

yellow lines immediately - there are daily ‘Near Misses’. 

We are unable to safely exit our development due to ;

1. The closure of Brunstane Road has resulted in 

significant increase in more cars and fast moving traffic 

along Milton Road. 

2. This is a 40mph road and cars whizz along, exceeding 

this already fast limit. Drivers cannot turn down 

Brunstane Road and they now know they cannot turn 

down Coillesdene resulting in an ever increased speed 

with no attempt to slow down and therefore they pass 

our junction at very high & dangerous speeds. We cannot 

get out. 

Significant increase

Milton Road East development. 52 flats. 

Obviously there is a significant increase in traffic and this 

is already a 40mph road. This is now a very dangerous 

road and the speed limit needs to be reduced and double 

yellow lines marked on road outside our entrance. 

There are double yellow lines marked along our road but 

they stop well short of our development. This needs to be 

addressed as there is going to be an accident . There are 

many young children in this development and the speed, 

increase in traffic and cars parked at our entrance is very 

dangerous. Strongly agree

Very negative impact on the 52 flats at Milton Road East 

development. Blocks 99,91 & 93. We have been out at 

risk and our safety needs to be considered and addressed. 

Double yellow lines need to be painted on the small 

stretch of road leading from our development onto the 

main road. This needs to be done immediately. I have 

seen several ‘near misses’. Strongly agree

Huge increase in traffic along Milton Road.

40mph limit with many roads leading to Portobello now 

blocked off = increase in very fast moving traffic. 

How is that better for the environment? Someone is 

going to be killed. Yes

I often cannot safely get my car out of my own 

development onto the road. I will

Walk and cycle when so can but I have a child and need to 

be able to safely exit my development onto the road 

without fear of loss of life and cannot always walk/cycle. No

No I wouldn’t. It is a disaster. 

Regardless of whether you keep Brunstane Road & 

Coillesdenes closed (I believe the vast majority are against 

but plans steamed ahead regardless!) your really  need to 

address the consequences of your actions to other 

residents that you have created.

I cannot stress how important it is to send the Yellow 

Lines Team to the area of road I am highlighting as being 

incredibly dangerous as they need to paint double yellow 

lines. I would be happy to meet with someone and clearly 

explain and show the exact area. Please arrange for this 

asap. I have submitted a complaint to my councillors as 

this is a seriously dangerous issue.

Yes. Listen to feedback. The majority voted against this so 

why did it go ahead? Why has there been no 

consideration for the safety of other residents in 

neighbouring areas?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

1  Brighton Place traffic has increased and is often 

congested.  Brunstane Road could take some of this 

traffic if road use were properly arranged--chicanes? 

parking on one side?  

2  The vehicular traffic in Portobello,  Joppa and beyond 

should be considered together.

It is important that the vehicular traffic on Brighton Place 

respects the multiple use sof the neighbourhood-

pavements and crossings:  it is used by children going to 

and from Towerbank School and St John's; the shops 

cluster around the junction of Brighton Place and 

Portobello High Street.  It is important that car traffic be 

distributed along roads into Portobello, not just Brighton 

Place. Significant increase

I live on the corner of Brighton Place and East Brighton 

Crescent;  the amount of traffic has increased and the 

flow is sometimes fast as drivers see traffic lights ahead 

and speed to get to them.  The 20mph is adhered to 

when traffic is congested, which is, in its way, preferable. Strongly disagree See above Strongly disagree Traffic should be shared equally amongst available roads. Don’t know

I walk most places in Portobello and Joppa as I have done 

in the past; warily. No

Alter Brunstane Road by chicanes and/or altered parking 

to allow some through traffic; keep and enforce 20mph 

traffic movement.

More public information available: in person and on line;  

perhaps traffic flow studies of larger areas and at 

different times of the year.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes made have simply moved the problem from 

Brunstane Road to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace and 

surrounding streets. Milton Drive has been significantly 

negatively impacted and is now both noisy and extremely 

dangerous.

On a daily basis there is a constant stream of cars and 

lengthy queues of cars (often c.6 cars long) trying to exit 

on to Milton Road. Cars coming along Milton Road and 

hoping to enter the Coillesdene area are trying to turn 

into Milton Drive and either doing so, ignoring the 

signage and barriers or starting to do so, realising the 

can’t and pulling back out into a stream of traffic on 

Milton Road.

We get daily abuse from drivers who are trying to speed 

up Milton Drive or incorrectly come down Milton Drive 

using the wrong side of the road, ignoring the signs and 

barriers.

The speed of drivers in the area has significantly increased 

as they are frustrated by the detour.

There’s a significant increase in noise from traffic and 

daily instances of horns being used where near misses 

occur or traffic incorrectly turns in to streets on the 

wrong side of the road ignoring signage and barriers. 

There’s also an increase in noise from sirens on 

emergency vehicles.

During the warmer weather opening the windows at the 

front of our house meant we had to listen to a constant 

stream of traffic (during the day and night). Significant increase

Milton Drive now has a constant stream of traffic, 

treating it as though it’s a main road. There is frequently 

6 or 7 cars queuing up to exit at the top of the road. I 

often have to wait while 5+ cars stream up the road 

before I can leave my driveway.

I’ve witnesses several near misses with cars coming round 

the barriers, often at speed, ignoring the signage.

I get daily abuse where I leave my home and witness 

drivers are going too fast up the street. I also get abuse 

from drivers entering Milton Drive to leave the 

Coillesdene area where I am coming down Milton Drive as 

they wrongly assume I’ve entered from the top of Milton 

Drive when I’ve simply left my home on Milton Drive 

(something I do reasonably frequently to check on my 

elderly father that lives closer to Portobello). I fear leaving 

my house due to the daily abuse I receive.

Milton Drive is now an extremely busy road for such a 

small road with elderly and disabled residents. It’s 

dangerous leaving my house, crossing the street or 

getting in or out of my car in front of my house.

During the warmer weather opening the windows at the 

front of our house was impossible unless we were 

prepared to suffer the increased noise from traffic.

Despite cyclists being able to enter at the top of Milton 

Drive and come down the street doing so is extremely 

dangerous as drivers are not expecting anything to be 

coming towards them.

Very large vehicles including council vans, delivery vans, Strongly disagree

Out with the immediate Brunstane and Coillesdene area, 

Portobello residents are being negatively impacted due to 

much longer, more dangerous journeys. Frustrated 

drivers and going faster through the Portobello area 

having be delayed in Brunstane/Coillesdene.

Residents of Portobello are experiencing delays where 

emergency vehicles have to go a longer round trip to 

reach them. On more than one occasion I’ve witnessed 

emergency vehicles with staff that look confused. Some 

have eventually entered Milton Drive from the top 

ignoring the signage and barrier. This must be delaying 

emergency services and could be catastrophic for those 

awaiting assistance,

Portobello is experiencing significantly faster vehicles 

with drivers that are compensating for the inconvenience 

of being diverted a long way round. Strongly disagree

The cars in the area (which, unsurprising given the 

population, haven’t reduced in volume) are now 

contributing more environmental damage are drivers 

have to travel further to get to the same destination as 

before.

With more queueing traffic in surrounding streets and 

lengthy delays to journeys the damage to the 

environment has increased. The road weren’t designed 

for the increased volume of traffic and pot holes have 

appeared and are getting increasingly worse. There is also 

noise pollution from increased volume of traffic, more 

sirens and horns.

 

There is a negative impact on the health and climate 

implications in this area as a result of the change. No

The closure of Brunstane Road hasn’t reduced the use of 

cars. It’s simply required car drivers (many of whom 

require the use of a car as they are elderly and unable to 

walk or cycle more) to take longer journeys.

A great deal of the people that are affected by this change 

are unable to walk, wheel or cycle more. Not all of us are 

lucky enough to be healthy enough to walk or cycle.

It is now more dangerous to walk or cycle in this area. No

Whilst I agree something needed to be done with 

Brunstane Road this initiative has simply moved the 

problem to Milton Drive, Milton Terrace and surrounding 

streets. Changes urgently need to be made before a 

serious, or fatal, accident occurs.

I believe the more sensible approach would be to make 

Brunstane Road one way, opening all other streets and 

installing traffic calming measures on the surrounding 

streets to limit speed and encourage drivers to use the 

main roads to access the area.

If similar schemes are to be consulted and implemented I 

would suggest that you properly listen to the concerns of 

residents and react where problems occur. 

Despite us raising concerns from our experience it took 

time for any steps to be taken to make the signage 

clearer, we were simply told nothing could be done.

The original plan was to implement traffic calming 

measures however this didn’t happen.

Satellite navigation systems should be updated to reflect 

the true status of road closures. Sat navs weren’t updated 

and we have received regular comments from drivers 

who say that sat nav took them that way (having ignored 

the signage and barriers on the road).

The machines set up to monitor speed need to be placed 

at a point in the road where th speed is most likely to 

occur. The monitors on Milton Drive were placed far too 

near the end of the street and would only have measured 

speeds at a point in the road where people were slowing 

down to exit or hadn’t yet fully sped up having entered.

Clear information on who to liaise with if something isn’t 

working. We complained to the council who told us they 

couldn’t do anything and we should call the police. We 

called the police and, perhaps not surprisingly given their 

need to prioritise, they were completely uninterested.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closing of the road has had a detrimental effect in 

patterns of road usage with longer journey times using 

wider roads encouraging increased speeds. No change Strongly disagree

See comments above. We are all experiencing higher 

traffic levels and the overly simplistic closing option has 

displaced traffic elsewhere, a more sophisticated solution 

is required. For example one way systems with traffic 

calming. Strongly disagree

Lengthened journey times increasing pollution and energy 

usage. No No

A one way system with traffic calming which 

encompasses other roads too would be a more strategic 

approach.

Yes a truly strategic consultation should be undertaken 

not the simplistic local neighbourhood version that took 

place.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I thought I'd hate it. I don't. I love it. So sensible. It is so 

nice not to have cars. Car dominance must end.  Now we 

need to get double yellow lines on Brighton Place - 

another very heavy traffic route out of Portobello that is 

made terrifyingly dangerous by a few parked cars which 

block the newly installed cycle lanes. No change

There are too many cars on the road and life has to be 

made difficult for car drivers. Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

1) Put yellow lines on Brighton place as a few parked cars 

there make that road really dangerous.

2) Cobblestones are lethal for cyclists and should not be 

on any new/resurfaced roads in Edinburgh.

3) The fabulous cycling infrastructure at piershill needs 

extended down craigintinny Ave to fish wives causeway.

4) the Christian's path should connect with Lee Cres for 

walking and wheeling.  This would provide an exit once in 

that section if trouble were to occur. 

5) the Christian's path should connect with the overpass 

crossing Harry Lauder road and go on to connect with 

Joppa Station as a walking/cyclepath. This would connect 

to the closed Brunstane road. Making that closure make 

even more sense.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Make brunstane road a one way road and keep open 

routes through the Collisdenes.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Not Answered Strongly disagree

The volume of traffic in the surrounding areas has 

noticeably increased, somewhat defeating the purpose Strongly disagree Not Answered No

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes I would like to see Brighton Place closed to through traffic.

As an individual  Agree Slight decrease Agree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

The signs at the top of Brunstane Road are completely 

inadequate.  As a result cars are constantly coming down 

Brunstane Road into Brunstane Gardens to reverse out.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I am enjoying less build up of traffic in the area I live in. 

I don't mind that I don't have the opportunity to drive to 

Portobello directly- I would usually walk in any way and 

am enjoying walking more often.

The frequent back up of cars along Brunstane Road is not 

something I have missed at all. It was dangerous for 

families and sometimes very frustrating trying to drive 

the short distance to my home. It was difficult for people 

to walk down the road too, due to nose to tail traffic and 

cars trying to either park or pull in to get passed, along 

with narrow pavements. Significant decrease

The only issue is cars coming down Brunstane Road 

because they don't realise the road is closed. Then they 

have to turn and go back. This is significantly better than 

the previous levels of traffic. This could be improved by 

putting better signage in place and adding the 

information to sat nav if the change becomes permanent. Agree

I notice more cyclists, children playing in the street and 

children using cycles. Levels of pollution and traffic noise 

are far less in the direct area. People now use Sir Harry 

Lauder Road from our end more frequently which is 

better than driving through the High street. Strongly agree

Far less traffic pollution for the children and families in 

the Brunstane Road/Brunstane Gardens areas. Whenever 

I have been walking or driving in Coillesdene I have not 

noticed any increase in traffic levels- definitely no queuing 

of cars that we used to see in Brunstane Road. Yes

I walk into Portobello more often, instead of taking the 

car. Yes

I would like to see better signage at Joppa Road and 

Brunstane Road indicating that the road is closed. I would 

like the information to be available on Sat Nav so that 

more drivers could be directed away.

I was quite shocked at the reaction to this with some very 

aggressive comments on Porty People, making people like 

me who wanted to try the scheme feeling worried about 

saying so! I'm not sure how to avoid this in future, but 

the way this was done felt like pitting one set of residents 

against another.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

For depth of perspective, on 11 Mar 2020, I emailed 

questions to Maureen Child 

<Maureen.Child@edinburgh.gov.uk>; Callum Laidlaw 

<Callum.Laidlaw@edinburgh.gov.uk>; Kate Campbell 

<Kate.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk>; Mary Campbell 

<Mary.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk>

On 12 March 2020, I received the following: from Mary 

Campbell <Mary.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk> wrote:

Dear Lorraine,

Thank you for your questions, I will pass them on to 

officers to see if the ones I cant cover can be answered.

In terms of what I know already -

Q: is this definitely going ahead or is it a real 'proposal'?

A: The changes are not definitely going ahead, but it is a 

real proposal. It will go through a formal experimental 

traffic order period of consultation, and go to the 

Transport and Environment Committee for a decision. If 

the proposal gets over the ETRO process and is agreed at 

committee, it will only be put in place as a temporary 

measure, and then it would have to go through another 

committee vote and another traffic regulation order 

period to become permanent.

Q: can you please enlighten me to what this is supposed 

to address?

A: The proposal came about after residents raised Significant increase

The traffic has vastly increased.  

As I had anticipated during my initial feedback to 

councillors, this has just moved and created a bigger 

problem.  It purely created a rat run through 

Joppa/Coillesdene, for the minority. No concern for 

emergency services or carers, never mind the residents. 

Where is the democracy, or common sense?

Closing Brunstane Road, the closure of the junction at 

Coillesdene Crescent and Coillesdene Gardens, at its 

intersection with Milton Road East, then creating a one 

way from Milton Drive means the FIRST opening into the 

Coillesdenes/Joppa is Milton Terrace, i.e. most traffic is 

coming into Milton Terrace e.g. to drive (rat run) through 

Joppa to Coillesdene Crescent and/or Coillesdene 

Gardens.  Where is the sense in that?

I live on the corner of Milton Road East and Milton 

Terrace.  The traffic is horrendous. 

 You can have 6-10 cars one after the other (at any one 

time) turn into our small street.  This is unsafe. 

 I can drive out of my drive and out onto Milton Road 

East from Milton Terrace, ie. it is only one way from 

Milton Terrace onto Coillesdene Avenue.  Due to a local 

ignorance, I have been the victim of anti-social behaviour 

with drivers (incorrectly) gesticulating and giving me dirty 

looks, shaking their heads, intimidating/telling me I am Disagree

I believe this has impacted on residents around Rosefield 

area too, with increased traffic due to various diversions 

people are having to take, eg. if they live at the nearer 

Portobello end of Argyll Crescent and nearby.

I know myself and other people that would avoid 

Brunstane Road on most occasions if there were 

alternates, due to the tight squeeze of too many cars, and 

the vicious speed bumps, which at times could cause 

jams and angst. Strongly disagree

The council creating impractical road closures and 

diversions are not an incentive to walk or cycle more.  

People are still going to use their cars, if needed e.g.

Are emergency services going to cycle to Milton Drive? 

Are carers going to cycle to Coillesdene Crescent?

Answer - No.

I would appreciate receipt of the impact and risk 

assessments and benefits analysis which were (should 

have been) undertaken, along with their findings. No

Not applicable for me.  The council creating impractical 

road closures and diversions are not an incentive to walk 

or cycle more.  People are still going to use their cars, if 

needed and rat run.

Are emergency services going to cycle to Milton Drive? 

Are carers going to cycle to Coillesdene Crescent?

Answer - No. No

I believe Brunstane Road should be made one way and/or 

there only be allowed parking on one side of it's road.

There should be a removal of the restricted access for 

cars to Milton Drive and Milton Terrace and the junction 

at Coillesdene Crescent and Coillesdene Gardens at its 

intersection with Milton Road East should be reopened 

for cars and local residents.

I would appreciate receipt of the impact and risk 

assessments and benefits analysis which were (should 

have been) undertaken, along with their findings.

They should be consulted fairly, conducted with integrity 

and transparency. Those involved should listen to their 

constituents, without any councillor having conflict of 

interests.  It should be fair and democratic.

In this example, the first consultation for this 'trial' had 

an overwhelming majority voting against the proposals.  

That majority are now heavily impacted.  I was initially 

informed: the two small local consultations that have 

been run by resident groups have had different findings, 

with Brunstane Road and the closest streets being a 

majority in favour, and the Coillesdene residents being a 

majority opposed.   It is now the majority, who voted 

against this proposal, who are impacted....

There was a intimation/feedback Milton Terrace would 

not become a 'cut through'.  That because it was 

ignorantly thought/felt that Milton Terrace was too close 

to the main junction for drivers to use it as a cut through, 

'they' (I assume some person of responsibility) would 

monitor this during the experimental phase (if it 

happened) and make changes to prevent this if it was 

happening."

This feedback was lies.  Milton Terrace is now a 'cut 

through'.  There has been no monitoring (and it is 

happening - it is a 'cut through') - and there have been no 

changes to prevent this from happening.  Please explain.

I do not believe the Council instils faith by alienating 

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All that has happened is that it's pushed greater amounts 

of traffic onto other roads and has increased the length of 

many journeys in and out of Portobello Slight decrease

Because people aren't driving down Bruntstane Road and 

cutting along Argyle Crescent onto Windsor Place the 

traffic in my street has reduced but it's not actually all 

about me, it's about everyone in the whole area! Strongly disagree

Brighton place is now the only route in and out of 

Portobello that doesn't use the high st. It doesn't take 

very much for the whole of Portobello to be come 

gridlocked as we've seen today. The junction at Kings 

Road/ Harry Lauder is now a total nightmare. The Whole 

area needs a proper overview where traffic flow for cars, 

bikes and busses and lorries are all given equal weight. Strongly disagree

We now have to take a longer and slower route get onto 

the bypass which we do regularly. This uses more petrol 

and creates more emictions as well as meaning more 

traffic in residential areas. No No

Why not make Bruntstane Road one way, with A hight 

restricting barrier at the top to stop lorries going down it. 

Or mark with double yellow lines at regular intervals on 

one side to allow passing as is the case in other roads like 

Duddingston Village. There are loads of solutions that 

could be used!

The council could actually listen to the opinions of the 

people who live in the area which prior to this shambles 

being introduced were massively opposed to the scheme 

and accurately predicted many of the issues it has caused.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All this has done is take the problem from one area and 

transferred it to another. We no longer live in a quiet 

street and traffic comes racing along. It’s also ridiculous 

having to drive to the bottom of Milton rd to then have 

to drive all the way back to get to my house. Causes more 

petrol, more pollution and it’s a hassle. It’s not our fault 

that the majority of Brunstane rd residents have 2 cars. 

They knew it was a narrow road when they bought the 

property Significant increase Noisy cars at all hours not observing the speed limit Strongly disagree

Coillesdene Ave has more pollution and more traffic, 

whilst Brunstane and Coillesdene cres now have a lovely 

quiet street Strongly disagree No No I’m disabled and rely on my car No Absolutely not!!! Make Brunstane rd one way

As an individual  Disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Motorists are having to drive further thus increasing 

pollutiom No No The problem has not been solved merely moved. Try a one way system on Brunstane Road

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has cause more traffic pollution due to people having 

to drive further. 

The council also promised in 2015 that if they changed 

the school catchment, which they did, that they would 

make Milton road east safer for children to get to school 

they have not done this but by closing Brunstane road 

they have push traffic on to Milton road east and made it 

more dangerous!!! No change Strongly disagree

It has made the route for children to get to school 

increasingly more dangerous!! Strongly disagree Cars are having to drive further No No One way would be a better idea

I am not sure the major was listen to on this as there was 

no reason to close it as there has been no accidents it was 

not a dangerous road

As an individual  Strongly agree

It is an absolute nightmare getting in and out of 

Portobello now, as a result I end up driving several more 

miles than I would have, every single week. It was a crazy 

thing to do - I live on a very narrow street too - of course I 

would love if it was access only, except I would never be 

so selfish. Of course lorries and hgv should be strictly 

banned from Brunstane Road, and of course it should 

either be made a one way street, or residents should have 

limited parking on the street, so that vehicles can get past 

them. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

It is patently obvious to everyone that the road closure 

has increased peoples journeys greatly. No No

The local decision makers MUST listen to residents in the 

future, it is well known that this was an extremely 

unpopular move with with nearly everyone (except for 

some residents on Brunstane Road, it is outrageous that a 

public consultation should take place, only to completely 

ignore the unanimous view.

As an individual  Agree Slight increase Disagree Strongly disagree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Increased traffic on all main roads. Now takes up to 20 

mins just to get out of Portobello. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree More traffic at standstill on main roads. No No

Only improves the situation for a couple of streets.  Make 

these roads one way. Actually listen to the consultation. It was ignored.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Disagree

The traffic situations has been better on Brunstane Road 

however it is causing real issues on Milton Road East 

which is a 40mph road. The volume of traffic coming 

down that road travelling east in particular has vastly 

increased which is causing difficulties when exiting our 

property but the primary reason for this is the very high 

speeds that the traffic is travelling at particularly at peak 

times. There are a number of elderly and young people in 

our development who are fearful of exiting onto Milton 

Road and if the speed limit is not reduced it won’t be long 

until there is a very serious accident. Particularly during 

the hours of darkness when it is hard to judge vehicle 

speeds. As a minimum the on street parking should be 

reviewed to maximise visibility when exiting our 

development. Significant increase Not just the volume but also the speed of traffic Strongly disagree Please see comments above Disagree

Vehicles are now having to travel further to reach the 

same destination which increases emissions. No Yes

But only if Milton Road east is reduced to 20mph and the 

on street parking is reduced

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Present arrangements are extremely inconvenient. Many 

people have to extend their journeys to and from home 

at a time when we are trying to conserve resources not 

squander them.  People from as far away as St Mark's 

Place and the Musselburgh end of Coillesdene Avenue 

have to drive to Milton Drive to access Milton Road and  

conversely Milton Terrace to return home. The increase in 

cost,pollution,traffic noise and inconvenience is 

horrendous.Opening up more roads might alleviate this 

situation somewhat. Significant increase

Noise pollution has increased dramatically Because 

Milton Drive is supposed to be one way traffic speed has 

increased dramatically and this is dangerous because 

there are still people not obeying these new rules!  ie 

coming down the wrong way. Strongly disagree

Portobello people now have a choice of 2 streets to 

access Azda instead of 4 or 5.Again this increases costs 

and pollution and wear and tear on access streets. Strongly disagree

Pollution from petrol fumes because of the increase on 

journeys to shops.Incrrase in use of petrol at a time when 

we haven't the extra money to spend. Yes No Open up more roads.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

agree much quieter around coillesdene cres/ter and also 

esp for brunstane road Slight decrease

agree much quieter around coillesdene cres/ter and also 

esp for brunstane road Don’t know. Strongly agree Yes Yes

yes although would like to see speed bumps along 

coilesdene ave as traffic has increased there along with 

speeds.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

Huge difference to the amount of traffic in Brunstane 

Road which has resulted in it being a safer and more 

pleasant place to live.  Such a relief not to have hold ups, 

traffic jams, arguments and damage to cars anymore.  

Also seems to be a slight increase in foot traffic which can 

only be a good thing.

Not having the huge lorries coming up and down is a 

great relief. Significant decrease

And with that a decrease in arguments in the street 

between drivers and damage to vehicles. Don’t know. Strongly agree

More cyclists and pedestrians seem to be using the street.

Much less noise and pollution from traffic. No

I dont have a car so have walked anyway, however it is a 

much more pleasant and safer experience now. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

The road closure hasn't resulted in much inconvenience 

at all. There are various through options for 

Portobello/Joppa residents.

It really has cut out the problematic and, at times, 

dangerous congestion on Brunstane Road. No change Live on Esplanade. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree

It has greatly reduced the traffic cutting up Brunstane 

Road and along nearby streets, which was worrying.

. No Hasn't had much of an impact . Yes

Not really, just keep looking at ways in which to reduce 

traffic around the city - should be  a priority for us all.

As an individual  Strongly agree

For the neighbourhood, it has improved the immense 

traffic load cutting up Brunstane Road which often led to 

impasse and aggrevation. No change Joppa Road still a busy through road. Strongly agree Strongly agree The benefits in traffic reduction are obvious No Yes

Consultation seems to have ben thorough, engaging the 

wider community. However it's the actual residents of 

the street that have to live with it.

As an individual  Disagree

Residents need to do 3 point turns in order to exit 

Brunstane Road - not always being aware of cyclists. The 

exit from Brunstane Road when turning right remains 

dangerous and traffic clogging due to cars blocking 

intersection. Significant increase Impatient and frustrated drivers driving above 20mph Disagree

increased and static traffic on the high street. This 

combined with changes at the portobello road and Harry 

Lauder road intersection has caused significant delays. Agree

Particularly where roads are now non accessible but 

definitely not where the traffic has been diverted too - 

areas where there is more pedestrian traffic. Yes

I have been doing that anyway - but bus journeys are now 

affected by the road closures. Don't know/No opinion

As a private business  Strongly disagree

I do not see how moving the traffic completely away from 

Brunstain Road to Coillesdene helps 

Why can’t you make Brunstane Rd one way 

This costs me more fuel and is not good for the 

environment 

I have clients in Brunstane Rd so adds a lot of fuel each 

week Significant increase Strongly disagree

It only helps Brunstane Rd 

No one else Strongly disagree More miles more fuel does not improve anything No I would love to cycle but can’t I need to use a van No Open Brunstane Rd one way Listen to the people not just councilours

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Still don’t know why the council are hell bent on closing 

this street. It just leads to more traffic in other areas and 

you have to drive further to get from a to b, increasing 

pollution. 

The local people DONT WANT THIS ROAD TO BE CLOSED 

(or the other Colliesdene roads) No change

My street leads to the beach so doesn’t get impacted by 

these closures Strongly disagree

A lot more traffic on Milton road and the part of the high 

street leading to Milton road and musselburgh Strongly disagree

Have to drive further to get to Asda, the range, city 

bypass. Therefore more pollution No No

I certainly don’t want this to be made permanent . Only 

the residents in Brunstane Road benefit by having private 

parking. I live on a road leading to the beach and it’s often 

very busy and impossible to park. However this is part of 

living in a seaside town.

No. We don’t need or want similar schemes in our lovely 

town. Only residents from Brunstane Road want this and 

benefit from this!

As an individual  Strongly disagree Inconvenient Significant increase

Everyone just joins either of the main roads making both 

of them blocked with traffic instead of all of the smaller 

roads spreading out the traffic flow Strongly disagree

It’s resulted in a much longer trip to get anywhere for us 

at the bottom of Joppa. A 5 minute drive to asda has now 

been made a 15 minute drive getting stuck in traffic. Strongly disagree

No impact. Everyone having to drive for longer now 

instead of shorter drives. Meaning a worse impact on the 

environment. No No

Absolutely not. It was a terrible decision that hasn’t 

helped anything. All it has done is push the issue to the 

roads that are remaining open ( and were already busy!)

It should be tested in other places in town that would 

really benefit from this sort of de-route.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Silly changes that shouldn’t have went ahead, affecting 

residents of the area and also emergency response crews Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Agree No change Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes

As an individual  Disagree More disruption in coillesdene No change Strongly disagree

Much greater traffic on Brighton place especially difficult 

for bus drivers going from portobello high street Disagree

Same numbers of traffic pushed into busy and / or 

unsuitable streets No No

Brunstane Road should trial a one way system instead of 

imposing this on coillisdene streets

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Limiting routes increases congestion on remaining routes. Strongly disagree

Changes such as these divert traffic to an increasingly 

limited amount of alternative routes causing congestion 

and cars idling. No

This area is part of a commute. I cover distances for 

commuting and business not possible via bike or foot. No

As a private business  Strongly disagree

The perceived traffic problems  have likely moved further 

East to adjacent residential streets. In implementing this 

trial you’ve done nothing more than create frustration for 

drivers and severe access issues in the area. It is 

unworkable, unfair, unjust and arrogant to assume you 

can just ask for a trial to close your road (with ref to the 

residents).  Brunstane Road is NOT a private road it is for 

use by the public. Make it one way which will half the 

impact of the stupid trial and perhaps address some 

historic complaints by Brunstane Road residents, who 

incidentally are now living in something similar to a 

country idyl whilst living in a city street. It’s not difficult. 

We do not live in a perfect world. Wouldn’t everyone in 

Edinburgh then start requesting their streets to be closed 

because they don’t enjoy traffic moving along it? Doesn’t 

that sound ridiculous? Well, that is the precedence that 

has been set here. No change

I don’t live there so this doesn’t apply. 

I operate a business that serves local residents.

I live in Musselburgh. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

It’s not reduced the traffic, it’s just moved it. That is very 

obvious as I am working in the area five days a week. No Doesn’t apply. No

It should be scrapped ASAP and Brunstane Road turned 

into a one way road with vehicular access in one direction 

and parking permitted up just one side of the street.

It’s frankly appalling that such crazy schemes are even 

implemented for a trial on the request of residents who 

want a quieter life, whilst living in a city. 

What happened to logic and common sense approaches 

to infrastructure challenges? Make it one way. Simple.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Overkill to solve the rush hour traffic problem in 

Brunstane Road. It has doubled the length of journeys 

to/from Portobello to Milton Road, Edinburgh College, 

Asda etc.

There are several alternatives which could be 

considered/debated without pandering solely to the most 

aggressive, noisy banner wavers. I list some below.

1. One set of double yellow lines up one side of Brunstane 

Road to make a clearer route. Understandably not too 

helpful for the residents there as they would lose 50% of 

their parking spaces.

2.  Offset double yellow lines at intervals up either side of 

the road. Again, inconveniencing the residents but 

allowing traffic to pass each other with more ease.

3. Either side of the road laid with out dotted lines of 

maximum width of vehicle which can park in that street. 

This would create more road space down the centre for 

all users. It would also help to encourage vehicle owners 

to consider downsizing their vehicles, aiding a more rapid 

evolution back to narrower, smaller sized cars. I believe 

this has been deployed in parts of Tokyo City.

4. Brunstane road could become one way and one of the 

adjacent streets also, but going the opposite way.

No change

Significant traffic increase in High Street from Abercorn 

Terrace to Brighton Place and to Kings Road junction to 

get on to the Portobello Bypass/A1. Exacerbated in part 

to many more vehicles turning left from the new 

Baileyfield housing estates adding to the now additional 

Abercorn area vehicles trying to get to the Bypass/A1. Disagree

It has funnelled more light traffic into longer journeys via 

other streets between Portobello and Milton Road 

negating any environmental benefits thought to be 

achieved. Local people in these streets now have to go 

circuitous routes to/from Portobello or Milton Road. On a 

positive note, these roads seem generally quieter but the 

negative is much more inconvenience for those residents 

to get on to Milton Road/Portobello, particularly for the 

disabled, elderly and emergency services. Strongly disagree

Increased electric car battery use, fuel use, engine wear 

etc. with increased mileage to carry people and personal 

shopping. Grossly increased journey times for emergency 

services due to the weed boxes at the end of the streets. 

It's just eliminated yet another filter for traffic and 

concentrating it all to more limited roads so these 

residents get much more. Consider the analogy, 

concentrated juice is much stronger in the bottom of a 

bottle than if it is mixed and spread throughout the 

whole bottle. Same for traffic, as we are now experiencing 

in Edinburgh due, sadly, to some of the traffic 

management policies of recent years. No

Not a particularly relevant question. Raises the issue of 

social engineering, political dogma, albeit well meaning, 

and 'Headteacher' training the population to go on their 

bike/walk more. Philosophically good, but conveniently 

forgets the fact that many people need to use their cars 

due to personal health/work/transporting 

equipment/patients etc., even just for pleasure. As I 

explained to the then Transport Convenor on the 

pedestrianisation of Victoria St., it is impossible for me to 

carry a drumkit and p.a. system on a bicycle from 

Portobello to my workplace there. The knock on 

implications must be addressed before charging into 

dogma. Universal, one size fits all "Ban it/close it" is 

rather short sighted and somewhat ill-considered policy 

making. There are better ways to encourage the public to 

take more exercise due to our dreadful obesity problem, 

but this closure seems skewed to appease the vocal 

(often aggressively so), minority of the residents in the 

area and should not be used to address the obesity issue 

in this instance. No

Absolutely not. There is a principle of Caveat Emptor 

when buying a house. If you buy one knowing there is 

traffic in it then so be it. As previously voiced, if one buys 

a house above a noisy pub, should the pub close because 

an individual hadn't done their homework? There is a 

precedent here for a rash of crass cases similar to this 

throughout the city, putting neighbour against neighbour. 

If continued, should we be prepared for  owners of new 

build houses immediately adjacent to the A720 

Edinburgh City Bypass demanding the road should be 

moved or closed because they've bought next to it and 

it's a bit busy? Of course not, ludicrous, but there is a 

democratic principle here which should be remembered 

by the city council.

That's the negative, many will be happy with OBJECTIVE 

DEBATE on several potential compromises to benefit the 

majority stakeholders.

With the popularity of email, perhaps the City could 

explore building a database of Edinburgh residents in 

order to circulate Council issues for debate. This would 

allow input from interested parties to, hopefully, aid 

positive, often novel and professional ideas, to resolve 

issues. The Scottish Parliament are actually doing this, 

albeit not very well publicised yet. Until advertised better, 

only those in the know will have any input, but it's a 

start. 

I do understand there will be a fair amount of negative 

moaners but these will eventually decrease.  For example, 

the proposed CPZ for part of Portobello was initially 

rejected by the majority of residents due to consultation 

information being sent via Royal Mail. Expensive but 

effective in this case. Hopefully, after the Teams 

discussion last year when even the consultant from 

Manchester had to admit she didn't really know the 

streets involved, Council can now consider more 

thoroughly  consequences of the somewhat sweeping 

Zone change approach first mooted. This could be looked 

at with more public interaction on the ground, not just a 

map.

We need to get away from adversarial Party Politics and 

decide on more balanced and pragmatic approaches to 

problems.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree No Yes

As a private business  Strongly disagree

Causes an increase in fuel used, increase in pollution, 

increase in cost, increase in time travelling and totally 

goes against climate and emission reduction Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Edinburgh council don’t listen and don’t care about local 

businesses or residents and you will ignore the majority

As an individual  Disagree Traffic has become busier on other streets. No change Live on main road - always busy. Don’t know. Disagree No No

Think that Brunstane Road should be one-way (towards 

Portobello).

The Colliesdean Streets should be re-opened. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Significant increase in volume of traffic coming down our 

residential street. Also frequent traffic confusion locally 

so we hear horns blaring on a daily basis. Sea view 

crescent much busier with traffic and hard to navigate 

with cars parking on both sides, especially with increase 

in larger vehicles using the route down Milton terrace and 

sea view  crescent.

Our turn on to Milton road east is now routed up the 

coillesdene as we can no longer go up the other half of 

Milton terrace. The sight lines for turning are consistently 

blocked by parked cars and vans and it does not feel as 

safe as turning right from the top of Milton terrace. I am 

a nervous driver and have stopped driving when I take 

this route, putting the burden on my partner to drive me 

this way and reducing my independence. Significant increase

Also very noticeable deterioration of the road surface 

since significant increase of traffic coming down Milton 

Terrace due to the blockages Strongly disagree See comments abive Strongly disagree

It has not made people walk or bike more and drive less, 

it has just re-routed traffic down less appropriate roads No No

Strongly opposed to this as it impacts on the quality of 

my life and the safety of my children on our residential 

road

Adequate signage, consultation with emergency vehicles. 

Update GPS and Google maps systems that still are 

sending cars down blocked roads

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Trying to get to Portobello high street for shopping is 

very difficult . i have to drive all the way down Milton 

Road West . As before i would go down Brunstane Road Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Make Brunstane Road One Way this would suit everyone 

much better . Dont know why that was not done first One Way systems keep the flow of traffic moving

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This trial traffic calming scheme is exactly the opposite.  

Because of some residents in

Brunstane Road complaining, the whole surrounding area 

has been turned into a maze

very much like rats are subject to in a laboratory. The 

result is vehicles are travelling 

longer distances increasing pollution and the risk of 

accidents as well as causing confusion, annoyance and 

impatience leading to excessive speeds. Also some drivers

are ignoring the no entry signs out of sheer frustration.  

This scheme has no merit

whatsoever. Put the roads back to their origninal use and 

purpose and cancel this mad

idea. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No Senior Citizens wobbling about on bikes, don't be daft. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I’m sure everyone would like their street closed off to 

through traffics but all it does is to push traffic on to 

other roads. Why do some areas get preferential 

treatment Significant increase Strongly disagree All these initiatives do is move the traffic around Strongly disagree No No

What’s the point Edinburgh council never listen to the 

majority of people or they put their own slant on the 

replies they get.

There seems to be certain parts of the community eg 

cyclists who’s voices are listened to  over the rest of us

As an individual  Strongly disagree

They have merely pushed the problem elsewhere on to 

neighbouring streets and have caused cars to travel 

additional distances.

I now try and avoid going to Milton Rd/Asda/Fort 

Kinnaird altogether because of the hassle and now travel 

via Musselburgh hence increasing traffic through the 

town. No change I live on a cul de sac so question is not relevant to me Strongly disagree It has pushed the problem on to neighbouring streets Strongly disagree

They have actually caused cars to travel greater distances 

thereby using more fuel and creating more emissions No

I only use the car for critical journeys and cycle the rest so 

this hasn’t increased my cycling activity. What it has done 

is to encourage me to avoid Milton Rd/A1 altogether and  

go through Musselburgh when I drive No

I think this trial is a case of nimbyism. I acknowledge that 

there have been congestion issues but this route is a key 

artery into portobello. A solution could be is to make 

Brunstane Road one way.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I live in Coillesdene Crescent. The end of my street has 

been closed to traffic to Milton Road. The road is much 

much quieter now what makes me thing the big amount 

of cars using the Coillesdene area as a rat run to / from 

Portobello. We used to have high speeding cars in streets 

not designed for being used as short cuts. The quieter 

streets has encouraged more cycling in my family and 

noticed more inter action between neighbourghs. Significant decrease

Street blocked with Milton road. Now the street is only 

used by people living in the area. Can't be used as a rat 

run anymore. Strongly agree Strongly agree Less noise and car pollution as the traffic has decreased. Yes

I have felt more confident in the streets as I know there 

won't be cars racing through the streets Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As predicted, the closure has shifted traffic to Milton 

Drive and Terrace where there are vulnerable adults and 

the road surface is beginning to deteriorate. Unlike 

Brunstane Road South there is a history of fatality in 

Lower Milton Road. Many, myself included, now have to 

drive an extra mile, increasing carbon emissions, to get to 

Porty High St and its surrounding area, beach and 

amenities. I spend less money, time and voluntary work 

there as a result.

Also predictably, it has made Brunstane Road South, an 

ancient through route to the A1 and services for 

Portobello citizens, into a genteel, priveleged, pricier 

backwater, at the expense of others. There was no 

evidence of accidents having happened there, and double 

pavement parking is the norm.

I would argue finally that the new developments behind 

Brunstane will place an enormous traffic burden in the 

surrounding roads , especially Milton Road, and that 

more traffic fluidity  not less, is what will be needed. 

Milton Road is also already densely populated by people 

and their cars. We have yet to see progress on making 

Milton Road 30 mph limit for its whole length - which 

was clearly promised as a sort of unspoken compensation 

by councillors.

I finally resent that this 'experiment' being carried out Significant increase

It seems that Milton Road is just a trafic drain open to 

more and more noise and air pollution, despite being a 

residential road. Disagree The pressure on the small streets lower down is showing. Strongly disagree

I strongly disagree for the reasons I have stated above. If I 

were to live in Brunstane Road South, I would no doubt 

strongly agree. No

I need to drive to several places when I go out. I walk on 

beaches and through woods if I can, not risking crosding 

dangerous roads like Milton Road where few drivers take 

note of speed limits. I wouldn't dream of cycling there. No

Yes. Have the consultation, fine, and then listen to all 

people concerned, not just some, and, having listened, 

respect the views of objectors when they are in a clear 

majority. Don't then overrule and carry on just because 

some people have spent time on it and thinkbit isxa good 

idea. Knock on people's doors and ask them.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree

Greater inconvenience for residents and visitors to 

Portobello, leading to increased and sometimes erratic 

driving in the Coillesdene area. Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial has caused tremendous inconvenience to those 

seeking to enter of leave Portobello by any of the affected 

routes. The closures in Coillesdene has resulted in traffic 

requiring to take a very circuitous route for very little 

apparent benefit. The additional mileage incurred by 

drivers through this 'experiment' will have been 

significant! No change

We do not live directly on the affected street - but have 

to access them to go about our daily business. Strongly disagree

Portobello is an area with few access points - your 'trial' 

has choked off traffic. The net affect is that Portobello has 

been come less of a destination for shopping etc. It is far 

easier to simply go to Musselburgh instead. Strongly disagree

As mentioned above, you have simply caused traffic to 

snake around the area - adding to miles travelled, 

pollution (both physical and noise), etc. No

Crazy question if you know the area. Shutting off selected 

routes on a hillside does not encourage to cycle or walk - 

particularly when quite a lot of the residents are getting 

on in years. No

I don't expect the City of Edinburgh Council to listen to 

the opinions of the locals as you chose to disregard them 

last time, but please abandon your no doubt well 

intentioned but ill thought out scheme.

The CEC appears to have been captured by lobby groups / 

a very vociferous but small group of anti-car activists. It is 

hard to see how see we can get out of this situation 

whilst you continually ignore the views of those live in 

the area.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Is this survey just a another costly paper exercise?  The 

December 2020 survey resulted in majority vote against 

closure of Road but council went ahead anyway against 

the wishes of the community.

I have lived in Joppa Grove for over 40 years and am well 

aware of the problems with two way traffic on Brunstane 

Road.  I and others suggested a compromise one way 

system with traffic coming north down Brunstane Road 

over the bridge and south up Coillisdene Avenue onto 

Milton Road.  This was disregarded.  

The complicated scheme was very badly implemented 

with chaos for many weeks as drivers struggled to cope.   

More and costly measures were added as time went on. 

The cost of a supposedly 'trial' scheme is a disgrace when 

council budget is stretched to the limit.  

To get from my house Joppa Grove which is just off 

Brunstane Road to north of railway bridge involves an 

extra 2 miles being added to my round trip journey just 

to get to Milton Road crossroads at top of Brunstane 

Road.  This is most inconvenient and also costly at a time 

of very high fuel prices. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Extra time, extra traffic in a wider area, extra pollution in 

general. No

I cannot cycle because of serious arthritis and rely on my 

car.

The number of cyclists using the area are a dangerous 

hazard.  They cycle at speed on the pavements as well as 

the road with total disregard for pedestrians.    

It is only a matter of time before there is a serious 

accident on Portobello promenade involving children 

going to school. No

A one way system using Brunstane Road would have been 

a sensible compromise situation more acceptable to the 

community.  I would like to know why this was rejected.

Council should not bother consulting residents if it then 

ignores the results of the consultation.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

My son is disabled and lives in Christian Crescent . This 

several miles to see him which is many times a week. 

Need the car to take him to appts etc. Significant increase Again causing a lot of stress and inconvenience Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Not Answered

No change as bike when l can and walk when l can but 

need car to help my disabled son. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Increased traffic through the High Street, greater 

congestion on side streets, lack of parking for increased 

traffic Significant increase

More visitors looking for parking causing dangerous road 

blocking restricting emergency service access.

Further resident volume increase when another 3-400 

units are occupied on  Baileyfield road site. Strongly disagree

Congestion by parking on both sides of narrow side 

streets. Pedestrians can’t walk on pavements due to cars 

parking on pavements, bins causing further blocking. Strongly disagree None in the wider portobello area . No No

Why were no options other than closing the road trialled 

first eg chicanes, parking on one side only, passing places, 

one way system. The only option that satisfied the 

Brunstane/Coillesdene area was to close it off. Trial other 

solutions first.

Consult with the wider Community before implementing 

any changes not just a minority pressure group.  

Changing a major access route north- south affects the 

whole community. Look at what other changes could be 

made across the whole area not just a few streets

As an individual  Strongly agree

The trial period has been hugely beneficial to the area 

with a reduction in the volume of traffic. Significant decrease

During the trial period there has been a significant 

decrease of traffic and congestion in the area. Strongly agree

In my opinion there has been no noticeable impact on the 

surrounding area. Strongly agree

Reduction in volume of traffic means less vehicle fumes 

affecting the area and in turn a huge reduction in noise 

pollution. Yes

With the measures in place, feel more comfortable in 

walking around our area. Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Excess traffic on A1 and on the surrounding streets and 

notably on my street. Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Don’t know No

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Not relevant in my street Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

Think traffic should be directed more to Scotts garage 

junction and that improved with a filter for turning right 

from Musselburgh Road into Milton Road No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The confusion around the colliesdenes is problematic. 

Traffic doing U turns on Milton Road. The Coillesdenes are 

very wide Roads- I fail to see why traffic is diverted away 

from using them. Congestion in Brighton Place I believe 

has increased. The public were overwhelmingly against 

the Brunstane Road closure but the democratic voice was 

ignored.  Please listen this time. I expected the temp 

closure to at least allow ambulances through ( like near 

Asda) but instead massive plant boxes appeared making 

it hard even to manoeuvre a motability buggy. No change

I live in a cul de sac but it is harder to get put onto the 

main road as it is busier. It is also harder to cross 

Brighton place as it is busier. Strongly disagree As above Disagree

The environment off the 80 residents in Brunstane Road 

has improved. For the many 1000s in Portobello it has 

not and it had actually added to congestion. Don’t know No

Listen to consultation responses. Try other methods 

before complete closure  e.g single side parking, one way 

traffic.

As an individual  Strongly agree

My observation is that Coillesdene Crescent where I live is 

far safer now and a lot more pleasant under the ETRO 

than under the extant TRO operation because:

there are far less cars and commercial heavy goods 

vehicles using the street as a short cut between Joppa 

Road and Milton Road, its particularly was noticeable at 

peak times but also all throughout the day. My sleep is 

less disturbed by cars flying past at very high speeds at 

night and in the early mornings.

there are far fewer vehicle drivers breaking traffic speed 

regulations, previously many drivers were driving at 

terrifying speeds in the street, often driving children to 

school with children in the speeding vehicle. (I 

complained about speeds to Police Scotland in April 2019 

who set up speed checks and issued several fines).

The street is far quieter - I can hear people chatting or 

laughing, and hear birds in the morning - really lovely. I 

spend a bit more time talking to the neighbours now.

The street feels a lot safer when I am walking, especially 

because the pavements are fairly narrow and on bin days 

or around some hedges etc you need to walk on the 

carriageway and its a bit too narrow to walk side by side. Significant decrease

As per my response to Q6, there are far fewer cars driven 

in the street, far fewer commercial heavy goods vehicles 

and commercial waste lorries - we used to see Biffa 

trucks, Edinburgh coach lines, and so many other 

frequenting the street. 

This has had a profound effect on the quality of the street 

environment and positive effect on my own mental 

health as I am not driven to anger like before when 

people would drive very aggressively in the street, in a 

threatening manner towards local residents walking in or 

crossing the street. Agree

There doesn'tt seem to be any perceivable worsening or 

increase in the levels of traffic on either Milton Road or 

Joppa Road. 

There does seem, more recently, to be a re-establishment 

of rat running behaviour in Coillesdene Drive and 

Coillesdene Avenue. A more comprehensive on this part 

of the route might help with this issue;  there have been 

about four car accidents over the past year on the corner 

of Coillesdene Ave and Drive. Strongly agree

My street is far less noisy, there are more birds and I 

haven't seen any squashed hedgehogs since the ETRO - 

unlike previously, where they were often killed by car 

drivers. Yes I cycle a little bit more, and I walk quite a lot more now. Yes

Yes please, but it would require some further change to 

deter more recent rat running on Coillesdene Avenue.

There needs to be a LOT more information about the 

changes to traffic volumes in the area that will come from 

the huge scale of the Brunstane development, with traffic 

generated both in construction phases and once housing 

comes on stream. This poorly thought out but for some 

reason approved development will have a limited access 

points, and very significant, detrimental effect on our 

streets, safety and speeds if this ETRO scheme is not 

retained. A lot of my neighbours aren't aware of the scale 

and traffic impacts of this development though, and I 

think that the information on the scheme needed to be 

far clearer on this wider context from the start.

It is very important for the Council to carry out 

consultations like this one which have properly 

constructed, objective questions with Likert scale 

responses, use scientific methodology to analyse 

responses, and provide a certainty and way to check that 

all responses submitted have been taken into account. A 

couple of local surveys have been issued to neighbours at 

one point or another by a local group or local elected 

member; whilst probably well intentioned they are also 

strongly leading in the way their questions are stated, 

appear to be fully opposed to the scheme, and there is no 

guarantee that all views are accounted for. 

It is also vital that the consultations are supported by 

evidence gathered on traffic volumes and speeds (and I 

saw recently that a traffic survey was underway).

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease

The removal of large and heavy "unsuitable" vehicles 

from Brunstane Road has been life changing. Agree

Without a vehicle impact study it would be difficult for 

me to fully understand the effects beyond the immediate 

Joppa triangle. Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is obviously much safer and I would 

assume that the air quality must also have improved. No

The average age of the Brunstane Road residents is 

noticeably reducing as long-term residents downsize. The 

younger families are definitely taking to their bikes to 

access the promenade, the park, the local tennis courts, 

and the schools. Yes

Whatever happens with this trial the overall impact of 

traffic on the global area will have to be seriously 

investigated and addressed once the new housing 

development on the south side of Milton Road 

commences. Were Brunstane Road to be re-opened it 

would attract serious amounts of local north/south 

through traffic.

The ongoing residential expansion of East Lothian appears 

to be already affecting the ASDA roundabout and the 

associated road system.

Look at the areas globally, give adequate thought to 

those affected by displaced traffic.

As an individual  Agree

Brunstane Road is significantly safer for cyclists, 

pleasanter for pedestrians, and no longer has 

frustrated/occasionally aggressive stand offs between 

drivers unable/ unwilling to reverse out of the way of 

oncoming traffic. No change Neither agree nor disagree Agree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Neither agree nor disagree

At the moment I don't feel that the trial has gone far 

enough as to have a Portobello wide impact. Agree Don’t know Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

Be bolder and implement more schemes faster, while 

emphasising that it is a trial, that can be adjusted and 

changed if needed.

As an individual  Disagree

On the plus side it's made Brunstane Rd a pleasant cycle 

ride. However, I feel for those living in tge Coillesdenes 

who have to put up with loads of extra traffic. On balance 

I think that one way traffic on Brunstane Rd might be a 

better option. No change I'm not un an effected area. Disagree Disagree Cars have to drive further. No Cycled anyway. No

Just feel that all it has done is move the problem from 

Brunstane Rd to the Coillesdenes.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Don’t know. Strongly disagree

It has meant more traffic going more slowly especially on 

streets like Brighton pl No No

It seems as though the decision was made and objections 

or concerns were ignored.

As an individual  Disagree

I think that brunstane road could be a one way street - 

traffic in Porty is funelled in to fewer and fewer routes yet 

more abd more buildings and homes are being built 

however at no point do I think that anyone will take my 

views into consideration as have not in the past . No change Disagree

Cars are displaced and it will only be a matter of time 

before the council start closing down other streets. Neither agree nor disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

An increase of fast cars using Milton Road East, and with 

vehicles parked opposite the Kings Manor Hotel it is 

extremely dangerous for cars leaving our Estate at 99 

Milton Road East, it’s a serious accident waiting to 

happen. Either reinstate Brunstane Road or paint Double 

Yellow lines opposite the K.M.Hotel and stop the parking 

that obstructs a driver’s view of oncoming traffic. Infact 

doing both would be ideal but I doubt if any attention will 

be paid to this survey until someone is crucially injured, 

which may be too late. Significant increase Re-read answer to question 6 Neither agree nor disagree N/A Neither agree nor disagree N/A No

Why are you asking about bicycles? It’s the increase of 

cars and vans that are the problem, not to mention the 

longer journey times and exhaust fumes. No Re-read my comments for Question 6

I’ll await the result of this experiment prior to 

commenting.

As an individual  Agree

On balance, in terms of making the route safer for active 

travel and more pleasant for immediate residents it has 

been a huge improvement. It has made the ways I can 

access the A1/A720 by car slightly less convenient and I 

have friends living in car-dependant suburbs who would 

disagree it is a positive move, but that’s more of an issue 

of their areas being built around the premise of car 

ownership than anything else No change My street is too far away to have had any impact Neither agree nor disagree

Don’t see a difference, a rat run was removed. This may 

have resulted in some longer journeys but some may 

have not happened at all so I don’t think it makes a 

difference Strongly agree Cleaner air, much safer route for walking and cycling Yes This bridge is now safe to cycle over with the kids Yes Please

Be bolder and try interventions earlier (for example make 

a Portobello LTN with a bus gate on Portobello High 

Street to stop through-traffic)

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Great inconvenience to ambulances police and fire 

engines and the people of Portobello Significant increase

Obviously it has increased especially in the rush hours 

morning snd evening Strongly disagree People in Milton drive cut through must be very angry. Strongly disagree No No

Why don't they have closure from 7.30 -9.30  and 4,30-

6,30 then the Brunstane Rd residents wouldn't have a 

problem They could go to work and come back without 

the logjam and Portobello residents would be happy. 

Camera installed more money for the council.

As an individual  Disagree

While I sympathise with the Brunstane Road residents, 

the knock-on effect for the Milton Road access is a mess, 

very confusing. Why? Just put it back the way it was. Do 

you ever have residents at council meetings?

While I'm on this subject, approaching Duddingston 

crossroads from Portobello in the morning peak times is 

a NIGHTMARE. Get rid of those SfP bollards near the 

lights please, as people turning right are holding up the 

traffic big time. Utter madness. No change

Woodside Terrace is much the same, though drivers 

shooting along at 40mph or more need arrested! Disagree Absolutely no difference from my point of view. Disagree

Eh? I'd need someone to explain what changes they've 

witnessed. Pie in the sky. No No Please have open meetings for residents.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

I feel that Brunstane Road should be one way as this 

would relieve some pressure on the Collesdene area and 

Brighton Road.

As an individual  Strongly agree

From a slightly selfish point of view, I am delighted with 

the very significant reduction in traffic on the narrow and 

curving Coillesdene Crescent. Previously the street was 

quite dangerous with the sheer volume of traffic clearly 

not requiring local access, quite often speeding. This 

included not just cars and taxis, but motorbikes, vans, 

HGVs and even (non-Lothian) buses. 

That said, I sympathise with residents in Milton Gardens 

and Terrace who now have more traffic, although these 

streets have good sight lines and little opportunity for 

speeding. Significant decrease See comments to q6. Neither agree nor disagree

Through traffic not needing to access the ETRO area (but 

previously using it as a "rat run" is now much more likely 

to use the main roads bounding the area. Whilst these 

main roads are therefore busier, they are much more 

capable of safely absorbing the extra traffic by virtue of 

their greater width, better sight lines and good street 

lighting as compared to the sometimes narrow streets 

with poorer sight lines and (justifiably) more parked cars. Strongly agree

I feel safer both driving and on foot, with significantly less 

traffic (often speeding), and less air and noise pollution. Yes

I feel safer with the reduction of traffic, especially the 

near elimination of vehicles not requiring access within 

the ETRO area. The air is cleaner and there is less noise 

pollution. Yes

I would not be averse to the Brunstane Road bridge being 

re-opened to traffic in one direction only (either north- or 

souh-bound), with a camera to capture incorrect use and 

fine offenders. This arrangement would benefit the 

emergency services, but residents of the Road will  have 

mixed views.

With hindsight, it is unfortunate that the Council did not 

take up British Rail's offer to widen the Brunstane Road 

bridge back in 1989 when it was rebuilt to allow clearance 

for electrification.

I think the Council is doing a good job by recognising 

there is a problem, consulting locals and bringing in an 

ETRO, itself subject to further consultation and revision. 

This appears to be a useful model to follow for future 

schemes. Clearly not all affected residents will be 

satisfied, but the aim should be to have a greater 

proportion of residents who are happier versus those 

who are not, whilst making the streets safer, the air less 

polluted but maintaining quick access for emergency 

services.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Brunstane Road, the closure of the road is 

a significant factor in improving the quality of life on the 

street. I have been involved in past campaigns to close 

the road as the volume of traffic and the narrowness of 

the street has been a problem for over 30 years. Over 

that time we have suffered damage to our cars on a 

regular basis, aggressive confrontations between 

motorists, speeding vehicles, and the use of the road by 

articulated lorries and coaches unsuited to the narrow 

residential street. The use of Sat Nav has made the 

situation worse. Since the closure the use of cyclists and 

pedestrians has increased enormously, there is less 

pollution and it feels a much safer street to live in for 

everyone. It's a much safer street for children to play in. Significant decrease

Prior to the closure 1800 vehicles a day (12,600 a week) 

were using the street, worse in good weather when the 

road was used as one of the main routes to the beach, 

this has reduced to about 500 vehicles a day. Vehicle size 

has increased, as has the home delivery of internet 

shopping, food deliveries etc. The road was used as short 

cut to the A1 and the shops at the Fort shopping centre. 

When it was open and used as a main short cut, it took 

longer to use Brunstane Road due to the difficulties of 

getting up and down, than using the main roads with the 

additional 3-4 minute drive. Neither agree nor disagree

Brunstane Road residents have always advocated for a 

whole area approach, to prevent the traffic from 

Brunstane Road being diverted through the wider area, 

especially the Coillesdene area (the Joppa Triangle 

proposal). There may be a need for more mitigation 

measures in that area to encourage use of the main 

roads. Whilst traffic may have increased on other streets, 

no single road has the volume of traffic that used 

Brunstane Road on a daily basis. It cannot be fair to 

expect one narrow, residential street to cope with this 

volume. I have noticed no obvious impact on Portobello 

High street or surrounding roads. Brighton Place is busy 

but this is unlikely to be direct effect of Brunstane Road 

being closed. Strongly agree

The ETRO has been a great example of how an 

environment can change for the better. There is less 

pollution through emissions, people have noticed that 

their asthma  improved, there is more cycling and walking 

and less use of the car. This can only be a good thing for 

the climate/environment and peoples' general wellbeing. 

The ETRO has acted as a catalyst a wider debate about 

traffic problems across Portobello. Yes

There is a significant increase in people walking and 

cycling up and down Brunstane Road. There are groups of 

cyclists who regularly use the street as one of their main 

routes to connect to the national cycle path. It's lovely to 

see whole families walking and cycling together. I walk 

more and cycle more as it feels safer to do so. At times 

the road felt like crossing a river, with the other side 

difficult to get to. Now there is a much stronger sense of 

community -it's so much easier to talk to your 

neighbours . Yes

The ETRO has been a success for Brunstane Road 

residents as there are no other options that can work 

other than closure at the bridge. Car drivers in the area 

are adapting to the road closure. The only people 

inconvenienced are in cars, with an additional 3-4 minute 

added to their journey. There may be the need for further 

mitigation measures in the Coillesdene area to improve 

things for the residents who should be involved in these 

decisions. The ETRO has acted as a catalyst  for change for 

a wider debate about the traffic in Portobello. To reverse 

the decision would be a retrograde step. It cannot be fair 

that one narrow residential street takes disproportionate 

volumes of traffic. Currently, streets that were 

exceptionally quiet in the Coillesdene area, are a bit 

busier, but the traffic from Brunstane Road is being 

distributed around the area and not concentrated on one 

road. The Council took a difficult decision in the face wide 

opposition. The convenience of car drivers over the wider 

environmental and quality of life concerns shouldn't be 

undone. There will be loud voices that demand the road 

reopens, with ideas of lights, single yellow lines , etc-all of 

these designed for the convenience of car drivers to use 

the road quicker. The ETRO and ultimately TRO fits well 

with the Council own vision for 20 minute 

neighbourhoods and fits well with the Edinburgh 2030 

plan. In the future, the whole of the Joppa Triangle and 

the wider Portobello area will be impacted by the 

development of 1400 houses at the new Brunstane 

The wider Portobello community felt the consultation 

prior to the road closure was inadequate and there is 

probably something to be learned from this. Perhaps 

residents were divided into a for and against camp from 

the outset. Better local engagement is the way forward, 

with the parameters of that engagement clear i.e. that its 

not a referendum where the minority can never outweigh 

the majority, but rather the purpose of the engagement is 

to incorporate people/community ideas and views 

against a backdrop of clear aims and intended outcome of 

the consultation. This probably takes more time but 

might bring more people onboard when difficult decisions 

about traffic through local areas are taken. Prioritising 

people over cars will take time for people to shift their 

thinking.

As an individual  Disagree No change

There should be a 'don't know' option here. Changes to 

traffic volume should be objectively measured by the 

council when assessing the cost-benefit of the scheme. 

This involves installing traffic counters for an appropriate 

amount of time before and after the road closure, and 

carrying out a statistical analysis.  

Automatic traffic counters were only installed on certain 

roads, and only after the closure of Brunstane road. It is 

not possible to assess the impact of a change without 

measurements before and after on every affected street. 

For example, most traffic travelling eastward down 

Milton Road East has been funnelled into Milton Gardens, 

which, to my knowledge, has not had traffic counters 

installed since the closure. Disagree

1) The closures of the exits onto Milton Road East from 

the Coillesdene area have resulted in increased traffic 

down Coillesdene Avenue as motorists try to make their 

way out. Milton Road East is a main road designed to 

take heavy traffic, whereas Coillesdene Avenue is a quiet 

residential street. When delayed during rush hour, cars 

often exceed the 20 MPH speed limit on Coillesdene 

Avenue. 

2) The lack of clear signeage has led to unsafe driving by 

motorists who begin to attempt to turn in from Milton 

Road East, only to find the road is closed. Don't know No I've always walked, whenever possible No

I feel that making Brunstane Road a one way street would 

alleviate congestion on that street, while minimising the 

burden placed on the surrounding streets.

There must be appropriate representative data collected 

before and after implementation of such a scheme. 

In this case, day and time-matched traffic volume and 

speed should have been measured on all affected streets 

before and after implementation. Data and statistical 

analyses from the these measurements should be made 

public, regardless of whether the scheme is permanently 

implemented.  A lack of transparency erodes public trust 

in these schemes.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial has just moved the traffic to other roads and the 

residents of Brunstane Road have behaved like arseholes! Significant increase

We regularly now get stuck I'm our street because of 

increased traffic om Milton Road East going across the 

junction and not leaving space. If this is going to stay in 

place we need a yellow box. Don’t know. Don't know How on earth can I measure this? No

I walk alot anyway - so I haven't changed my habits 

because of this. When I do use my car I am driving for 

longer. No

Yellow line one side of Brunstane Road or make it one 

way. Treat them the way you have treated Kings Road by 

making it difficult for them to own a car at all. That way 

their cars won't get damaged.

You could try listening to the responses to these 

consultations. So the suggestion I have is that you should 

do better.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The scheme seems to be poorly thought out. Has anyone 

bothered to do a traffic count to verify the benefit of this 

scheme? 

Milton Terrace is now a motorway not only for all types 

of cars but also large lorries. This is becoming dangerous. 

Traffic attempting to access Portobello and the 

Coillesdene scheme are using Milton Terrace which is a 

small minor road with Sheltered housing on one side and 

houses with families on the other. This is obviously 

because the junction at Sir Harry Lauder Road /Kings 

Road is massively over capacity and access to Portobello 

in this direction is virtually impossible especially during 

rush hour. The next problem junction is at Brighton Place 

and the top of Bath Street. Again traffic find it impossible 

to access Portobello from Brighton Place. The alternative 

is now only Milton Terrace.

The benefit to Brunstane Road appears to allow them to 

park their cars. Is it seriously thought that a small detour 

will deter traffic to Portobello? If the sole aim of this 

scheme is to allow the residents in Brunstane Road to 

park their cars , why was this road not just made one 

way? 

It defies common sense that where there is limited access 

to Portobello the Councils solution is to REDUCE the 

access!!

The advent of 1300 houses on Council Land at Newhailles, 

who will also wish to access Portobello through Milton 

Terrace will further exacerbate this problem and I would Significant increase

The scheme seems to be poorly thought out. Has anyone 

bothered to do a traffic count to verify the benefit of this 

scheme? 

Milton Terrace is now a motorway not only for all types 

of cars but also large lorries. This is becoming dangerous. 

Traffic attempting to access Portobello and the 

Coillesdene scheme are using Milton Terrace which is a 

small minor road with Sheltered housing on one side and 

houses with families on the other. This is obviously 

because the junction at Sir Harry Lauder Road /Kings 

Road is massively over capacity and access to Portobello 

in this direction is virtually impossible especially during 

rush hour. The next problem junction is at Brighton Place 

and the top of Bath Street. Again traffic find it impossible 

to access Portobello from Brighton Place. The alternative 

is now only Milton Terrace.

The benefit to Brunstane Road appears to allow them to 

park their cars. Is it seriously thought that a small detour 

will deter traffic to Portobello? If the sole aim of this 

scheme is to allow the residents in Brunstane Road to 

park their cars , why was this road not just made one 

way? 

It defies common sense that where there is limited access 

to Portobello the Councils solution is to REDUCE the 

access!!

The advent of 1300 houses on Council Land at Newhailles, 

who will also wish to access Portobello through Milton 

Terrace will further exacerbate this problem and I would Strongly disagree

Large amounts of traffic have been displaced to Park 

Avenue Duddingston Park and Duddingston Crescent 

which are also beyond capacity at rush hour. Strongly disagree

Causing congestion means people are burning extra fuel 

in traffic jams. In a Scottish climate the option to turn the 

engine off is generally not feasible. No No

Brunstane Road should be made one way to Portobello 

and leave all the other restrictions.

Traffic flow surveys before and after the changes are 

made. This will prove or disprove the reason for the 

change.

As an individual  Strongly agree

huge improvement on the brunstane road area which is 

safer to walk and cycle down and also in the wide area 

too. No change Our street is a culdesac - so no change Strongly agree

I think it has improved the overall environment and made 

it easier for residents to walk/run/cycle in the area.  

There are wider traffic problems in the area - especially 

when there are road works on say the harry lauder road 

(as there was this week) and also in the summer months 

when people visit to use the beach.  

The excessive number of cars in the area make cycling 

difficult as many car users seem unaware of how to 

overtake a bike safely on narrow roads. Strongly agree Hugely positive Yes Yes

There are wider traffic problems in the area - especially 

when there are road works on say the harry lauder road 

(as there was this week) and also in the summer months 

when people visit to use the beach.  The whole area needs 

a traffic management plan, else we will just move the 

problem around.

There are wider traffic problems in the area - especially 

when there are road works on say the harry lauder road 

(as there was this week) and also in the summer months 

when people visit to use the beach.  The whole area needs 

a traffic management plan, else we will just move the 

problem around.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic measures have moved the problem from 

Brunstane Road to a new rat run from Coillesdene Drive -

> Colliesdene Avenue -> Milton Drive.

I am very supportive of stopping all traffic using the 

housing estate, but not the way that the traffic calming 

has been implemented. Significant increase

Coillesdene Avenue and Milton Drive have a constant 

stream of traffic, often speeding, making the area unsafe 

for cyclists and pedestrians.

Vehicles regularly illegally ignore no entry signs.

There is no attempt tp enforceme the restrictions.

Cars and vans drive above the speed limit down 

Coillesdene Avenue. Strongly disagree

There are too many cars parking in the streets around the 

promenade and on Portobello High Street.

It is unsafe for pedestrians to cross Joppa Road onto the 

East entrance to the Promenade as cars travel at 40mph 

and there is no pelican/zebra crossing.

It is unsafe to cycle on Joppa Road or Milton Road East as 

traffic is travelling at 40mph and there are parked cars on 

the road, and no segregated cycling. Strongly disagree

The changes have displaced the problem rather than 

solved the problem. No

I have cycled/walked less due to feeling unsafe with so 

much traffic being channelled through the Coillesdene 

estate. No

My preference would be to block all routes through the 

Coillesdene Estate which allow vehicles to take a short cut 

from Joppa Road to Milton Road East. 

Safe pedestrian crossings are needed on Joppa Road at 

the entrance to the Promenade.

Segregated cycling routes are needed on Milton Road East 

and Joppa Road.

Portobello needs to be better served by public transport 

from the city to discourage driving cars. 

Cycling infrastructre and safety needs to be improved on 

cycling routes to Joppa/Portobello.

Enforcement of restrictions by issues fines to drivers who 

ignore no entry signs.

Traffic speed calming measures on the estate to prevent 

speeding.

Taking an isolated approach to traffic calming is unlikley 

to work without tackling other issues such as public 

transport, cycling infrastructure, providing safe 

pedestrian crossing, speed reduction measures and 

enforcement.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It feels much safer to walk and cycle in this area and it is 

having a really positive effect on how much people come 

out into the street.  Children are playing in the street for 

the first time since we moved here in 2012. I think 

measures like this are part of a bigger narrative where we 

have to challenge the culture of "Car is King". In 

residential areas people should have priority and having 

cars zoom through your streets drives people indoors 

where they feel safer.  Without cars, people come out 

more and are more relaxed. As a society we have 

completely grown to accept the idea that cars regularly 

kill people and animals ("Just one of those things" ) apart 

from the damage they do with pollution and by 

contributing to the climate crisis. Significant decrease

Our neighbours on the corner of Coillesdene Drive and 

Coillesdene Avenue have had problems at that junction 

(several collisions) so I think the sign at the top of the 

Coillesdene Drive hill needs to be a STOP rather than a 

GIVE WAY as well as putting double yellows near the 

junction to ensure clear sightlines. Further traffic calming 

on Coillesdene Avenue would also be good as those 

residents bear the brunt of people cutting through at 

speed. Neither agree nor disagree Agree

Noticeably cleaner air and it encourages more people into 

active travel so that is also good for the environment long 

term. Yes Yes

People are resistant to change so helping them to see 

what the long term vision might be and what we are 

working towards would be helpful e.g. by sharing info 

about how some other European cities do things and how 

they gradually developed the infrastructure that they 

have. People only tend to see what is being taken away 

rather than understanding the potential of what they 

could be gaining. 

I gather 50% of Danes commute by bike - they have a 

similar climate to us! And as for the Dutch!

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease

The street has felt much safer without the heavy and 

speeding vehicles. Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree No

We walk as much as we always do. However there seem 

to be more cyclists using Brunstane Road. Yes

Would it not be possible to have two up and two down 

roads in the Coillesdenes to lessen the impact on Milton 

Terrace and Milton Drive?

As an individual  Agree

Brunstane road although a much quicker cut through to 

Portobello was clearly not suited to the amount of traffic. 

I was caught in numerous lengthy stand offs in the street 

prior to it shutting. Slight decrease Agree Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Noise levels down.  it was a nuisance previously when 

traffic flowed across the bridge when some inconsiderate 

drivers would sound their car horn before crossing     the 

rail bridge at all times of the day and night.  As my house 

is closest to the rail bridge the noise reduction has been a 

benefit, also reduced by no lorries using this narrow road. Significant decrease No longer used by hgv s Strongly agree

Traffic has calmed and observed from front window onto 

access to bridge as this is where my desk is since I work 

from home that this route is used by school children 

coming up to Portobello high school and the calmed 

traffic is safer for them. Strongly agree

It's safer, quieter, and has improved traffic flow.  There 

have been no confrontations at the bridge with  cars 

disputing right of access over the rail bridge. Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I live in Gilberstoun and the most direct route to 

Portobello from here is straight down Brunstane Road. 

The impact of the road closure on myself and my family 

has been huge - having children who have after school 

activities in Portobello 4 evenings a week x 2 journeys 

each (drop off and pick up) - make it much more difficult, 

time-consuming and expensive for me (as I have to travel 

a longer route and use more petrol, and wear and tear on 

the car) and obviously therefore worse for the 

environment. No change

I live in Gilberstoun which is not directly affected by this 

closure. Strongly disagree It's just created more traffic and congestion in other areas. Strongly disagree

Myself and others have to go a longer route many times a 

week, therefore using more petrol, creating more 

pollution and destroying the environment even more. No No

Definitely not - there are no positives as far as I am 

concerned, only negatives (see my other comments)

As an individual  Strongly disagree

What has happened is to move more traffic onto 

Coillesdene Ave, which is a recognised learner area and 

thus causing unacceptable traffic flow in a long term 

residential area. Significant increase Strongly disagree

Increase in use of dangerous right turn onto Milton Road 

East at Eastfield. Strongly disagree Increased distance travel with increase in omissions. No Cancer treatment No

This is a dangerous, stupid and unnessory change, moving 

the problem to other streets.

Far better make Brunstane Road one way (south)

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Yes No

I can only only comment on this scheme. I would prefer 

that brunstane road is made one way to minimise the 

disruption to the entire neighbourhood.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Not Answered Strongly disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Has created more traffic problems in the surrounding 

area - and feels like it is cutting off Brunstane from 

Portobello / Joppa Significant increase Feels like there has been more traffic on Milton Road Disagree

The measures are pushing traffic into different routes 

causing congestion at other points (particularly when 

there are road works) Disagree

Cars are just taking different routes around the area - no 

reduction in traffic on my street, definitely feels like an 

increase No

I already walk and cycle around the area - but actually 

find the planters on Brunstane Road an obstacle to cycling No

I think a wider plan on traffic around the whole area is 

needed

As an individual  Strongly agree

This has led to no bocking of Brunstane road by traffic 

coming in opposite directions. No episodes of road rage 

or aggressive behaviour toeards other drivers or 

residents. There have been no incidents of cars being 

dented or of wing mirrors being knocked off. Large lorries 

which were unsuitable for the road no longer can be 

directed down a residential street. Families can now use 

the street safely and no longer have to worry about traffic 

mounting the pavement to pass other traffic. I have heard 

cyclists comment on how much safer it is and how much 

more pleasant it is to use the road. Indeed, many more 

cyclists now use the street as a through route Significant decrease

With cars and lorries no longer able to use the street as a 

connection between Joppa Road and Milton Road there 

has been a large decrease in the volume of traffic at all 

times of the day. Strongly agree

The trial has led to a calming of traffic in all surrounding 

streets. In particular it also appears to have calmed traffic 

on Milton Road as cars can no longer turn right on 

Brunstane Road or the Coillesdenes  to access Milton Link 

and can no longer turn left from Milton Road to access 

Joppa Road which caused issues and road blockages Strongly agree

Much more pleasant surroundings including raised beds 

which have been installed. Much cleaner air with less 

traffic. Much friendlier and less aggravated behaviour due 

to lack of confrontations Yes

Will now walk to Portobello rather than take car. Also, 

happier to take dog for a walk down Brunstane road. Yes

My only improvement would be to add electric bollards 

to allow emergency services access to Coillesdene and 

Brunstane Road

I felt that at the last traffic committee meeting which 

passed the scheme, some of the councillors were only 

looking at keeping the road open because of the number 

of requests to do so and were not fully aware of the 

distress and damage caused by the increased volume of 

traffic. I think that this problem will have to be revisited if 

the proposed future building in Brunstane takes place.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I live next to Milton Terr with the traffic coming in from 

Milton Road East. These changes have dramatically 

increased the amount of traffic using this small 

residential road. Significant increase

Milton Terrace being the first entrance into Colliesdene 

area (coming from Milton Link) means this road is used 

by many to rat run through to Portobello. I travel along 

Coillesdene Avenue by car, bike and foot. At this junction 

MANY Drivers do not stop. (Not picked up by traffic 

monitoring) They do not check to the right before pulling 

out as they are is such a rush. I have been scared on 

several occasions that cars have not seen me and I have 

had to swerve. I cannot be happy for my children to cycle 

along here alone due to this. Neither agree nor disagree

I am sure this has served well for the people of Brunstane 

Road and the top of Coillesdene triangle. Disagree

It doesn’t stop people driving. The changes take them 

further. It discourages us as a family from cycling along 

this once quiet road. No

I cycle the same amount. I just feel less safe. These 

changes have not been considered properly at the end of 

the Coillesdene triangle. Increasing out traffic through-put. No

I believe either ALL the roads in the area (Brunstane and  

Coillesdene) should become one way. This will lessen the 

burden (driver numbers) on Milton Terr and Milton Drive. 

Or

ALL the roads on Milton Road East should be closed to 

through traffic and made local access only. All the way to 

the main junction at Eastfield.

ALL The residents who are affected by changes should be 

listened to. This change of closing 3 roads has had a huge 

impact further along which just hasn’t been properly 

considered.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Price of fuel and time in getting home. Significant increase Increased Parkin around the area Strongly disagree Appalling decision Strongly disagree Just moved the potential pollution to other areas No No Leave it as it was.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The volume of traffic has increased greatly within the area 

due to these changes. The traffic along Milton Drive, 

Milton Terrace and Coillesdene Avenue have increased 

hugely. The traffic is also far too fast and aggressive. Significant increase

The volume of traffic along Milton Terrace has increased 

hugely, by a factor of over 100 to previous levels (based 

on the data I have collected). The traffic, due to not being 

local and ‘passing through’, frequently drives far too fast. 

Similar can be said for Coillesdene Avenue, which we also 

lie on.

Traffic is also ignoring the no entry signs.

Coillesdene Avenue is now much more dangerous to both 

cycle and walk along. Cycling due to motorised vehicle 

speeds and behaviour. Walking, due to traffic speeds as 

they turn corner/drive through junctions. Strongly disagree

Traffic is being forced to travel further within the area, 

hence there has been an overall increase in traffic. Strongly disagree

People are driving further within the area, with the 

associated increase in vehicular pollution. There has been 

a large increase in traffic noise levels. The Coillesdene area 

now feels less safe, which is particularly concerning given 

the age and health of the local residents. No

I only walk and cycle. I do not drive. Nothing about these 

changes is beneficial to active travel. Nothing in these 

changes dissuades people from driving. No

It would be totally unacceptable to make these changes 

permanent. If something has to be done, then there is a 

need to trial other solutions, because this is not the 

answer. 

Brunstane Road should be opened at the bridge to allow 

traffic to move  oneway in a southerly direction. 

Coillesdene Crescent should be opened to allow traffic to 

enter from Milton Road. The movement of traffic needs 

to be spread more evenly throughout the area.

On street parking should be removed from troublesome 

areas, such as Brunstane Road. On street parking is not a 

right.

The potential increase in housing in the area, for example 

Brunstane farm will only make these issues more extreme.

At all times active travel should be promoted. Pavement 

parking should be actively dealt with, with the use of 

physical barriers if necessary. Schemes should be trialled, 

but further trials should be made, before final decisions 

are made- there are several other possible solutions that 

could be trialled in this area for example.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic problem has simply transferred from 

Brunstane Road to Coillesdene Avenue and Milton 

Terrace /Drive. Milton Terrace and Milton Drive now have 

more traffic than Brunstane Road had, as it is made up of 

folk going to and from Portobello AND all the local 

Coillesdene people. Traffic has definitely NOT been 

'discouraged from using the Coillesdene area' as stated by 

the council. Significant increase

The amount of traffic on Milton Terrace (our street, 

previously a small residential street, now a main road 

thanks to the supposed 'traffic calming') is awful. Lorries, 

vans, taxis, cars. And many go both directions along 

Milton Terrace, ignoring the one way sign. The speeding 

and dangerous driving along Coillesdene Avenue is of 

great concern. For us cyclists it is life threatening -I am 

not given to exaggerating so believe me when I say this. 

These are not local people - it is folk cutting through to 

Portobello. Don’t know. Strongly disagree

People are driving a greater distance with the 

environmental problems that entails, our Coillesdene 

hedgehogs are at risk, our large population of older 

people are at risk, our gardens are polluted, the noise 

pollution is unpleasant and much increased. No I walk and cycle anyway. I do not drive and never have. No

No. Absolutely not. It is unpleasant and dangerous and 

totally unacceptable.

All of the streets leading to Coillesdene Avenue should be 

blocked so there is access only in to that street, not on to 

Coillesdene Avenue. Coillesdene Avenue should only be 

accessible from each end. Then the Portobello traffic will 

be properly discouraged. 

Brunstane Road needs to take a share of the traffic -so 

many people who live there drive and it is their parked 

cars that make Brunstane Road impassible, yet they 

complain about people driving on their street. 

Hypocritical.

When you consult and 68% of people object then DO NOT 

IGNORE THEM. If you are not going to listen to people 

then do not bother consulting them .

.

Any surveys such as this should be assessed by an 

independent assessor, not by the council.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Traffic has reduced massively in Brunstane road including 

HGV vehicles. This has reduced traffic congestion and 

damage to parked vehicles but it has also increased the 

number of cyclists and pedestrians which is a positive 

outcome. Significant decrease

There has been a large decrease in traffic in brunstane 

road Strongly agree Strongly agree

Increase in cyclists and pedestrians using brunstane road. 

It’s quicker to walk over the rail bridge than drive all the 

way round. Yes

As the bridge is closed I have walked to portobello daily 

and have reduced to 1 car in the household. Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

This has been a significantly disproportionate set of 

temporary changes , causing in itself I anticipate 

increased pollution and journey times . As I understand it 

, the only people essentially in favour of it , surprise, 

surprise , are the residents of Brunstane Road in 

particular in addition to one or local councillors who live 

in the area .I live in Duddingston and have had over many 

years cause to use the area covered by the temporary 

measures for access to Joppa and Portobello(where our 

daughter lives). The measures impact on public access 

and usage of public roads the existence of which almost 

certainly predates the occupancy of any of the residents 

in the area affected. All of us in Edinburgh surely have to 

accept a degree of inconvenience , noise etc in exchange 

for living in a busy city especially in this non-commercial 

and residential area. No change Strongly disagree

The measures have simply increased pollution and 

journey times (and expense) to benefit a 

disproportionately small number of people whose 

occupancy will almost certainly post-date the existence of 

the roads in question. Strongly disagree

See my comments above.My impression is that it has 

made no significant difference to the number of those 

cycling or walking in the area. No No

If anything , make the streets covered by the trial one-

way as appropriate but not blocked to traffic as at 

present.

The council should be slow to benefit a handful of streets 

to the detriment of the greater good of residents in the 

immediate wider area  and visitors to the city. Further , if 

a consultation produces an obvious and significant 

majority in favour of the status quo (as I understand was 

the position here prior to implementation of the trial 

measures) then such a significant majority should be 

respected and followed. To effectively ignore the 

preferred position in favour of the views of council 

officials/ local councillors who were supportive of the 

minority view undermines democracy and the ethos of 

the Council engaging with its’ own residents . It can only 

breed cynicism as to the utility of participating in future 

consultations.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Restrictions greatly increase journey times through 

Coillesdene resulting in increased air and noise pollution 

and danger to road users. Our journey from Seaview 

Crescent to Milton Road now takes more then double the 

time, and forces us on to more roads than necessary. The 

diversion also forces us to pass sheltered housing when 

before there was no need for this. Turning the estate into 

a maze, causing confusion and frustration,  greatly 

increases danger, and restricts access for emergency 

vehicles - we have witnessed this. The estate has always 

been very quiet needing no traffic restrictions. The 

closure of Brunstane road is entirely unnecessary - all that 

is required is either to make it one way or restrict parking 

on one side. This scheme must have already cost large 

sums to no purpose. Significant increase Strongly disagree Have had no perceptible impact. Strongly disagree

Pollution, both air and noise, is drastically increased as 

journey times are now much longer. No

These restrictions do not have any effect on peoples 

choice of mode of transport. No

All restrictions have no positive effect and should be 

removed. They cause more pollution, danger, confusion 

and congestion. Brunstane Road should either be made 

one way or have parking restrictions. The problems of 

one street should not be spread over the whole 

community.

The council needs to listen to the community - the 

majority voted against this scheme and yet it was 

implemented entirely undemocratically. Listening to the 

community is surely a basic requirement for any scheme, 

and basic democracy.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

Horrendous increase in traffic.  I was stressed yesterday 

and tried to sit quietly in my front living room with 

double glazing to calm down and it felt like I was living on 

a main road again. That experience caused me to have to 

sleep in a back bedroom and decide never to move to a 

main road again. A high number going much faster than 

the speed limit. Some still going the wrong way. 

Noticeable increase in size and depth of potholes. I wish I 

could afford to move house away from here. Strongly disagree Portobello is a traffic nightmare. Strongly disagree

Traffic moving faster- fed up with the extra mileage and 

more vehicles pushed into a very limited number of roads 

instead of being spread out to their destination roads. No

My health only allows the walking I was doing before. I 

cannot ride a bike and would feel very unsafe to learn due 

to severe osteoporosis , artificial joints, loss of balance, 

deafness and age. No The Council has made my home a place I want to leave.

Much better and pay attention to the majority answers 

instead of ignoring them.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Complete disaster 

Cars drive faster and dangerously.It’s like a maze for 

everyone

Much noisier and more pollution

Many cars ignore the no entry

Will be a real rat run when more houses built by the 

cemetery and 1300 and 900 more households as I 

understand

Garage on Milton Road usually has many cars on the road

Substantially longer journeys for most people including 

EMERGENCY services

New late night /all day cafe will be open soon so lots 

more traffic will be coming up to Milton Rd

Why is Brunstane St so protected from traffic- is there 

ANY conflict of interest !how many councillors are living 

there! Significant increase

More large vehicles 

More traffic especially early evening Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Revert to original immediately to restore balance of 

traffic.

Traffic being pushed to an area of large population of 

elderly residents 

Do NOT prevaricate and say you will have more 

discussions and continue the existing layout!

Listen to the people who OVERWHELMINGLY voted 

against the changes!

Your layout of responses to questions which may be 

misleading until reread seems designed to get a falsely 

positive vote for your proposals

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Coillesdene Avenue used to be very quiet before the 

changes. Since the closure of Brunstane Road and the no 

entry signs at C Crescent and Milton Drive, the traffic 

volume has increased hugely. More dangerously though, 

the nature of the drivers and their driving is different. 

Previously, the traffic was relatively slow (mostly 30mph 

or below), as most of the traffic was not through-traffic, 

but residents. Now the majority of traffic is through-

traffic, the speeding is massively higher. I hope to see 

transparency and fullness of data from the road strip data 

collection - it is not the average speed that is important 

(especially in an area with a large number of very slow 

learner cars!) - it is the absolute number of drivers going 

over 30mph and over 40mph that is the important data. 

The number of drivers exceeding 40mph has gone up 

astronomically, as they speed through the Coillesdenes. 

There was a data collecting strip outside our house (63 C 

Av) - it's worth noting that the cars are already braking at 

this point to turn up Milton Drive, so this will understate 

the actual speeding of the cars.

I don't understand the MiltonDrive/Coillesdene Crescent 

measures - you say it's to discourage the traffic - but 

where else are they going to go? If you're driving from 

The Range to anywhere east of Regent Street on 

Portobello High Street, Google Maps tells you to go 

through the Coillesdenes, along C Av and down C Drive. 

Once drivers do it once, it becomes the norm, and that's 

the new route - and they will drive faster as they're Significant increase

On Coillesdene Avenue we have seen a huge increase in 

traffic volumes. The road strip measurements will show 

this, but I expect at least x10 increase. But as noted above 

it's the aggressiveness and speeding that is most 

worrying.

I used to cycle my 7 year old on a tag along to and from 

school - along C Av, down C Drive and along the Prom. 

Since the Brunstane Road closure, we have been 

overtaken 3 times along the stretch where there are 

always parked cars on both sides - roughly around 55-47 

Coillesdene Avenue. I have measured the width there - it's 

4.8 metres wide from a parked car on one side to the 

parked car on the other.  I leave a good gap to the parked 

cars, say 1 metre. An average car is ~1.8 metres wide. My 

bike is ~0.7 metres. That means these three cars (which 

also passed at speed) have left 65cm either side of their 

car - comfortably close enough for me to touch their car 

as they overtake, Consequently sadly I don't cycle on our 

road any more, and I do not allow any of my children to 

cycle on our road anymore.

Just last Wednesday 8.45am (26th October), I witnessed a 

near-miss which could have killed a neighbour Geoff Lynn 

who lives on Coillesdene Crescent. He was cycling, waiting 

at the junction of C Drive and C Av, to cross down 

towards the Prom. A car came up C Dr, drove across the 

junction without properly looking, almost into the path of 

a speeding car coming west along C Av, the speeding car 

slammed on the brakes, skidded, and turned to avoid the Neither agree nor disagree

I don't understand why there would be any impact on the 

wider area. There would be no change to the number of 

cars driving. Strongly disagree

The closure of Brunstane Road mean cars have to drive 

much further to go through the Coillesdenes. Further 

more the bizarre measures at Milton Drive and C Crescent 

result in cars driving an even longer distance, driving 

faster to make up time - more fuel, more pollution, but 

most upsetting is a huge degradation in the safety and 

usability of our roads for walking and cycling with a very 

big increase in the the number of cars and the number of 

speeding cars (30mph+ in a supposed 20mph zone). No

Absolutely not. As mentioned above, we have had to stop 

cycling along Coillesdene Avenue as it is simply too 

dangerous, with cars unwilling to wait a few seconds to 

overtake in a safe place, and instead overtaking my bike 

with parked cars on both sides, leaving an estimated 

65cm between me and their car. It has really taken our 

street from a quiet, safe space to a genuine rat-run, 

where the drivers don't care about the safety of the 

surroundings, and just how quickly they get from A to B. No

I vehemently object to this being made permanent. It has 

hugely negatively impacted on the safety and 

environment of our road.

The consultation process was good. The implementation 

was a disgrace.

The consultation was thorough, the questions were good 

offering alternatives, everyone got their opportunity to 

respond. The results were overwhelmingly against the 

Brunstane Road closure. There was no issue with how the 

consultation was done. 

The problem was with the implementation - the results 

were then ignored, and full closure went ahead anyway, 

the most extreme of all the solutions on offer.

As an individual  Disagree

It is quite an extension of a drive to go all the way along 

Milton rd to the new entrance point and then back to 

Coillesdene terrace.

The traffic now coming along Coillesdene avenue has 

definitely increased and goes way too fast (definitely 

faster than 20m/h) Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No

I walk a bit more but only  because it’s too much of a 

bother to get cars to detour all the way back to my street 

to drop me home  so I ask to be let off on the main road 

and walk to my house. Not something I particularly enjoy 

doing late at night or in the rain. No

I think it would be better to make Brunstane  road one 

way and to have speed bumps on Coillesdene avenue

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

I live on Brunstane road. Even though the closure has 

been inconvenient at times for me and my family. The 

pros far outweigh the cons. The street is more cyclist 

friendly and is now used with ease and regularly as a cycle 

route commute. There have been no car blockades or 

street arguments after cars getting jammed because of 

the narrowness of the road. This was happening every 

week and was really unpleasant. Cars parked on the 

street were being damaged and cars would speed down 

the narrow road to beat the oncoming traffic, making it 

dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. This is no longer 

happening since the road closure. My family would 

welcome the road closure at Brunstane road as a 

permanent solution.

I thought it the consultation and implementation was 

done very well

As an individual  Agree

I was concerned that displaced traffic would be a nuisance 

on our street but this hasn’t proved to be the case, and 

I’ve not noticed any greater traffic load on the 

Coillesdenes. I also feel that the junction of Milton Road 

and the A1/Sir Harry Lauder Way now functions better as 

there are no queues of cars waiting to turn down 

Brunstane Road or pulling erratically out of it. No change Agree Strongly agree No Yes

If people are concerned about displaced traffic through 

the Coillesdenes I’d rather see traffic calming measures 

(like speed bumps or road narrowing) introduced than 

reopening Brunstane Road. I feel people will inevitably 

accept the road is closed over time and get over it!

I think running a trial of the scheme has been a good 

example of local democracy, and it does allow unexpected 

outcomes to be seen and mitigated.

I also feel that sometimes the right thing to do is 

unpopular. I’d love to see the council stick to its guns on 

this one and make it permanent.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All traffic previously using Brunstane Road, Coillesdene 

Gardens, Milton Drive and Milton Terrace is now 

funnelled down Milton Terrace.

Road surfaces in Milton Terrace and Seaview Crescent are 

breaking up, Milton Terrace is the only two way street 

and the volume of traffic and the speed of traffic has 

greatly increased. 

Brunstane has been a main road for several centuries. 

Deal with their parked cars first - maybe a car park in the 

Quarry Park? Significant increase

My street is the only two way route. Dangerous speeds 

and parked cars on the corner make it worse. Also 

renewed volume of learners now that licences are more 

available. Many cars are just going round the plant pot at 

Milton Terrace.

Why is Milton Drive not two way? The first plans we saw 

showed it as two-way.

Who decided that Milton Terrace should have the burden 

of three streets’ worth of traffic?

Residents in the area voted in large numbers against the 

proposal but it was implemented anyway and some 

residents have been poorly treated when they phoned 

the Council to ask questions - why? Strongly disagree

Grossly unfair also to residents along Coillesdene who 

now have further to drive to get home when fuel has 

increased in price. Also angry motorists now speed back 

towards Brunstane where they originally sought to travel, 

presumably onwards into Portobello.

Increased road danger for the 6 children in Milton Terrace 

North, increased pollution for everyone in Milton Terrace 

and Coillesdene Avenue.

Frightening traffic speeds and lack of care make it 

dangerous to cross my street to neighbours’ homes let 

alone the bus stop. Council have placed permanent no 

entry sign narrowing the pavement on the bus stop side, 

why is it not in the same placement as the opposite side 

of the street? Strongly disagree

Road surface disintegrating, pollution from car, vans and 

lorries changing gear to come up the hill and avoid parked 

cars. 

Increased commercial vehicles travelling down Milton 

Terrace and turning left to Seaview Crescent where 

incidentally you sold property and a row of trees were 

removed and not replaced despite them being shown on 

the particulars. They were part of the character of the 

area and would have absorbed some pollution also 

Council have removed multiple trees and shrubs 

surrounding the shuddered housing estate. No

I walk less and take the bus less as I use a roll at or and 

am afraid to cross the road now and the pavement is now 

narrowed at the corner due to no entry sign,

My daughter has given away the bicycle she kept here as 

it is now dangerous to cycle around in the increased 

traffic, No

I understood that the original plan allowed traffic to 

travel south up Milton Drive and am surprised to find it 

blocked off.

You have simply moved the problem further over. Why 

can’t traffic use the main road via Eastfield or Harry 

Lauder to access Portobello and benefit from traffic lights 

and why can’t you manage the parked cars in Brunstane 

Road better? What were the arrangements for traffic 

when planners approved the housing at 

Portobello/Baileyfield?

The current arrangement is bizarre and does not make 

sense given increased traffic nationally why would the 

council funnel all cars down one narrow suburban street 

and close 3 others?

Count the traffic, transparent voting and decision making, 

try traffic management in the problem area first. You did 

not count the traffic in Milton Terrace north.

Survey the roads and put adequate surface repairs in.

Consider the needs of the elderly in Council sheltered 

housing developments - they are treated very badly here 

as they have to cross the now busy road to access buses. 

Most do not drive. They don’t even have a decent shop so 

need to use the bus.

Due to proportionally high volume of elderly in the area, 

access for emergency vehicles is much restricted. This 

cannot be right. Make this a priority and use alternative 

methods of blocking roads as opposed to shoddy wooden 

immovable boxes.

Never implement schemes where such a high volume of 

residents voted against the proposals. It is very unsettling 

as we wonder what you will impose next against the 

wishes of the majority.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I live on Brunstane road and has my car scraped and 

bumped regularly from passing cars while my car was 

parked outside my house. This has not happened since 

the closure. 

I can actually drive up n down to my house without 

experiencing other drivers with extreme road rage due to 

the congestion the busyness caused Significant decrease Strongly agree

Much less congestion, fast driving dangerous cars running 

up these smaller streets. It’s safer Don't know No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Households have had little experience of aggressive, 

abusive and sometimes threatening behaviour from 

angry motorists.

Pollution in the street is less and it is a safer place to 

wheel, pedal and walk.

It is well known from the data and evidence gathered by 

CEC Council officials and reported to the TEC, that there 

was a problem with excessive traffic on Brunstane Road. Significant decrease

Traffic on my street has decreased, including heavy goods 

vehicles, which the street is not designed to cope with. I 

live at the north end of Brunstane Road. The south end of 

the road eyond thebridge is 6.8 m wide with terraced 

houses and no driveways so residents cars are parked on 

the road.

Traffic taking alternative routes will, of course, have 

increased. The traffic has to go somewhere, however, the 

surrounding roads are wider and many of these streets 

have houses with driveways. 

For example:

Brighton Place is wider with the houses having room for 3-

4 cars in their driveways. 

Coillesdene Avenue is even wider with most houses 

having a driveway. Agree

Observations from the proceedings of the Portobello 

Community Council and other organisations in the area, 

in teh 6 months after the closure,  indicate that there is a 

positive shift in attitudes to the promotion of quiet 

neighbourhoods and traffic

calming in the greater Portobello area. Strongly agree Yes

It is a much safer and calmer place to be, not only from 

vehicles, but also the risk of threatening and aggressive 

behaviour from angry motorists Yes

Brunstane Road is a narrow residential street with a 

20mph limit. It should not be considered a "short cut" to 

get to Portobello High Street.

The  alternative route around the Joppa Triangle (Joppa 

Road, Seaview Terrace, Eastfield and Milton Road East) 

involves main traffic artery routes involving four lanes 

and 40 mph limits. Even with the two pelican crossings 

and a set of traffic lights many timed runs have shown it 

is only 2 minutes longer to go around the Joppa Triangle 

than use Brunstane Road.

When Brunstane Road was last open and, as was often 

the case, you got stuck in a traffic jam on the street and if 

heading south and turning right you need to wait till 

traffic on Milton Road East allows you to exit. It is highly 

likely, due to the traffic density, you will experience this 

delay and the journey will take considerably longer than 

the alternative route.

Other important considerations include:

* Commencement of the New Brunstane development – 

1300 new homes to be built  and the resulting increase in 

traffic volume through the Joppa Triangle as a result

* Sustran’s Places for Everyone scheme

*Edinburgh’s proposed Low Emission Zones 

(implemented in May 2022)

As an individual  Strongly agree

I live in Brunstane Road and it has made a massive 

difference. No more traffic jams and arguments between 

drivers. No more massive trucks speeding down the road. 

I have 2 young children and feel it’s much safer for them. 

I’m not sure the drivers of some of these trucks even 

notice kids out and about. We can now go out with the 

bikes or scooters and feel confident that my children will 

be safe. It’s also so much quieter in our house leading to a 

better living environment. Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Obviously Brunstane Road through traffic has ended.  This 

has turned the street into a more popular route for 

cyclists and walkers (to the beach). Significant decrease Strongly agree

Through traffic from milton Road into Portobello/Joppa 

has been diverted down the more accommodating Harry 

Lauder Rd.  There appears only minor traffic increase 

through Coillesdene area, given more complex street 

design. Strongly agree

Traffic has been loaded onto more accommodating Harry 

Lauder Road Yes My family and I have now taken up cycling. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree The area is quiet and free from air pollution Significant decrease

The streets below the railway are significantly quiet ; free 

from heavy transporters and pleasant to walk along Neither agree nor disagree

Transport should join the bypass using junctions and 

roads  pro video and not through a housing area because 

it is potentially quicker Strongly agree The are quiet and free from air pollution Yes

We walk around the area quite a lot and this move has 

made the streets much safer. Yes No further coment No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There has been a vast increase in the amount of traffic on 

Coillesdene Avenue, often vehicles travelling at excess 

speed. Our road is now far more dangerous for children 

and elderly in particular because of the speeding traffic. 

The closures at Coillesdene Gardens/Crescent and Milton 

Road are inconvenient as it increases journey time, and 

therefore pollution, and serves no real purpose. These 

diversions also cause emergency vehicles an increase in 

time to reach their destination, as well as frustration at 

the illogical thinking. Significant increase See above Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

Causing drivers to expand their journey time every single 

day uses more fuel and is therefore more damaging to 

the environment. No No

I did try to approach the proposal with an open mind, 

however after living with it for such a time, I fail to see 

any positives from this ill-thought through scheme.

Consult everyone first and listen to everyone’s concerns 

properly. Looking at the map carefully and driving the 

route at busy times, would perhaps help to understand 

how everyone in the Coillesdene area has been affected, 

rather than just prioritising the residents of Brunstane 

Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have had significant negative impact on 

those living in the Coillesdene area and other surrounding 

areas for the following reasons:

- higher traffic volumes and speeding traffic in Coillesdene 

area causing higher risk of accident for children and the 

elderly

- longer journey times causing increased pollution and 

cost to motorists

- longer journey times for emergency vehicles into and 

out of the area Significant increase See above Strongly disagree

The changes have resulted in longer journey times for 

emergency vehicles into and out of the area Strongly disagree

The changes have led to longer journey times causing 

increased pollution and cost to motorists No

The streets around Coillesdene are now more dangerous 

for cyclists and pedestrians as a result of the increased 

volumes and speed of traffic No

There is no benefit for anyone other than the very small 

number of residents living in Brunstane Road. For the 

considerably larger number of residents in the 

surrounding area and in particular the Coillesdene area 

these changes cause significant problems, increased 

dangers and disruption.

Consult the wider community before hand rather than 

implementing very unfair changes that only benefit a very 

small number of residents in one short street whilst 

having significant negative impact on a much larger group 

of residents in the surrounding areas.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree People are driving further hence more emissions No

I cycle/walk when I can but that doesn’t work for taking 

kids to activities No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

As a resident of the area, witnessing the trial day to day, 

there is no way I can conceive to measure the changes as 

being successful.

There is much confusion and frustration evident each day 

from drivers in the area. Whatever problem there was 

with Brunstane Road, this has not been addressed - just 

moved elsewhere and spread across a wider area turning 

small residential streets full of family homes, into busy 

thoroughfares with much higher traffic levels that they 

were never built to accommodate. 

I have witnessed numerous safety issues on these streets 

as all kinds of private and commercial vehicles, big and 

small, try to navigate the streets with parking on both 

sides. 

A stated aim of the trial was to discourage traffic in 

Coillesdene area - this is very clearly not happening - what 

has happened in much more traffic in Coillesdene streets 

travelling at visibly faster speeds no doubt due to the 

significant additional travel involved to reach where 

Brunstane Road would have taken them.

The families that purchased family homes in these 

previously quiet streets do not deserve what is being 

forced upon them by this trial, which you will note the 

residents of the area strongly opposed before it started 

as they knew it was not a improvement of any kind - and 

were ignored. The traffic increase in front of my home is 

creating significant additional noise every dat that is both Significant increase

Traffic heading into Coillesdene or Portobello from Milton 

Road East is currently re-routed past my house. The 

traffic volume, pollution and noise is significantly 

increased each day now. Many of the vehicles heading to 

Milton Terrace are doing so at much faster speeds than 

before - no doubt a direct consequence of increased 

frustration from having excessive diversionary routes to 

follow during the trial. The very poor signage does not 

help this.

The traffic in Coillesdene area is certainly not reduced 

from 'discouragement' as was a started aim of the trial. Strongly agree

As a resident of the area for over 20 years, outside of 

Brunstane Road residents having less traffic noise, there 

is no positive I can see for the Portobello area.

I'm not sure pushing all traffic types through quiet and 

often narrow residential streets that they were never 

intended to support,  in any town would provide positive 

impacts. 

I have witnessed multiple safety incidents and near 

misses in the area during the trial as well as hearing a 

consistently strong set of negative opinions from 

residents in Portobello and the local area. Strongly agree

Pushing all traffic including commercial and delivery 

vehicles through small, narrow residential streets with 

parking on both sides is creating new queues and 

therefore new pollution. No

I walk the areas regularly with my dog and family....this 

was always the case. Hence it is easy to see the reality of 

the change in patterns. No

No.

Given the originally stated problem with a single, fairly 

short road, this trial creating area wide negative impacts 

is not a successful solution - and therefore cannot be 

considered to become permanent. There are better 

options available for the area than the current trial.

In future schemes i would look to involve a group of 

residents in some form - people familiar with the area 

and the considerations involved and ask them to help 

define a solution to the stated problems to be addressed. 

All of the residents are just witnessing what was 

predicted when the trial was proposed - which led to a 

strong majority of objections versus support. The council 

ignored this and proceeded regardless - this should have 

been a point for other options to be shared and assessed.

Be clear on how success will be measured before anything 

starts. Living in the area it is very obvious the pattern 

changes and negative impacts of this - we don't need any 

metrics or stats to confirm or mislead.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Prior to the trial, Brunstane Road was dangerous, 

congested and had significantly disproportionate levels of 

traffic, including large numbers of buses and HGVs. Traffic 

levels were material 7 days per week and there was 

regular anti-social behaviour from drivers, particularly in 

the southern end of the road. 

Since the trial closure, traffic levels in both halves of the 

street have been more manageable - there is still through 

traffic in the northern half of the road, but at a more 

suitable volume, as vehicles are more dispersed across 

multiple routes through Brunstane Road (northern end), 

the Coillesdenes and along Joppa Road. 

I have not witnessed any notable increase in traffic 

through the Coillesdenes in general (bar presumably the 

exit route through Milton Drive) and I have not seen a 

single HGV or coach use either Brunstane Road (northern 

end) or the Coillesdenes as a through route. 

I would also note that there has been no noticeable 

increase in traffic volumes along Joppa Road / Seaview 

Terrace, nor has there been any congestion at the 

junction of Seaview Terrace and Milton Road East 

whenever I have used it, which has often been at peak 

morning / evening commuting times. 

I am strongly of the view that the trial closure has been Significant decrease

There remains plenty of through traffic on Brunstane 

Road (northern end),, but this is now limited to cars, 

rather than HGV / coaches, and is far more manageable / 

suitable for the road, given the closure has actually meant 

that there are a number of alternative routes available. Strongly agree

As noted above, as a result of the trial, vehicles are more 

dispersed across multiple routes through Portobello / 

Milton Road. 

As a user of both Joppa Road / Seaview Terrace and 

Milton Road, I am of the view that there has not been a 

noticeable impact on traffic flow on the main roads, nor 

has there been any congestion at the junction of Seaview 

Terrace and Milton Road East whenever I have used it, 

which has often been at peak morning / evening 

commuting times. I also use routes through Portobello to 

Holyrood, and the trial has had no noticeable impact on 

volumes (or created additional congestion) at Brighton 

Place / Southfield / Duddingston Park. 

There is no noticeable increase in journey times as a 

result of the closure, as the Seaview Terrace / Milton 

Road alternative adds only a minute or two on to a 

journey (and often may in fact be quicker, given the 

propensity for congestion / blocked traffic in the 

southern end of Brunstane Road). Strongly agree Yes

I have walked far more and my children (10 and 12 yrs 

old) have been able to cycle or walk up Brunstane Road to 

clubs at Portobello High School and Joppa Tennis Courts. 

Previously, it was too dangerous for them to do this, 

particularly when crossing the road near the railway 

bridge, due to the speed of vehicles at this point of the 

road. Yes

I believe that the current measures should be made 

permanent - it benefits residents across both Joppa and 

Coillesdene, makes the quality of life in the locality far 

more pleasant and 'liveable' and has had no noticeable 

detriment to any particular stakeholder group.

As an individual  Strongly agree Safer environment for children, cyclists and area in general Significant decrease No longer road , less pollution. Strongly agree

Safer environment. I walk a lot in area and have not 

noticed increase in traffic in neighbouring areas., Strongly agree Less pollution and noise Yes Yes Have experienced no negative impacts

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Much safer, less of a rat run Neither agree nor disagree Agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have always thought Brunstane Road was a tight road to 

traverse for two way traffic. However it could easily be 

made a one way road from top of Milton Road to 

Portobello.  It is after all a Road ! The huge wooden ugly 

tubs dotted throughout our streets are horrendous.  You 

cannot not get to Portobello through Collesdine.  All the 

Council seem to do is try to shift drivers to another route 

and this causes traffic jams everywhere. Not Answered

I do not live here but frequently vist relatives nearby.  Far 

too many closed roads in area . During lockdown some 

roads closed and never reopened.  Stanley Street golf 

course road .. why ? Strongly disagree

Traffic just block up other roads nearby basically shifting 

the load. Magdalene Drive is a prime example I have seen 

cars mount the pavement to get past the big wooden box 

placed in the middle of the road.  The other vehicles now 

route themselves along Magdalene Avenue.  My 92 year 

old aunt lives in this street along with lots of other 

pensioners . Very busy road now. Strongly disagree

As I have said just shifting problems to elsewhere.  

Duddingston road used to be a beautiful wide road.  Now 

can't park outside my sisters home and the bike lanes are 

rarely used.  The top of the junction at this road as it joins 

willowbrae is constantly backed up. Sat on a no12  bus 

from portobello for twenty minutes the other day as only 

two vehicles get through lights a time because of bike 

bollard at top of road . Move top two and traffic could at 

least get through lights. The council may want less cars 

on the roads - but taking is a bus is often a slow journey 

because of these obstructions. No Don't cycle. Too old . Walk when I can but not always easy. No

Open roads not close them. I live on a busy fast road and 

have done so for over 40 years.  Traffic speed past my 

home every hour night and day and it has got worse. I 

think drivers get so frustrated with hold ups and driving 

round any other route they can to get from A to B that 

when the chance arrives to move they speed up.

Consult as many people as possible.  Not just the streets 

affected.  We all need to get somewhere and not all buses 

go where you need to go. And sometimes its not always 

possible to walk or cycle.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Prior to the trial, Brunstane Road had very heavy levels of 

traffic, including large numbers of buses and HGVs which 

were completely inappropriate for the road, which is far 

too narrow even for two way car traffic. Traffic levels 

were significant every day of the week and there were 

many confrontations between drivers as well as damage 

to parked cars and speeding in the northern end of the 

road. I also noticed that due to the congestion, increasing 

numbers of cars were driving on the pavement in the 

northern end of the road, often at some speed, which is 

incredibly dangerous, especially where children were 

stepping out of gateways onto the pavement.

Since the trial closure, traffic levels have been more 

manageable, as vehicles are more dispersed across 

multiple routes through Brunstane Road (northern end), 

the Coillesdenes and along Joppa Road / Seaview Terrace. 

I have not witnessed any notable increase in traffic 

through the Coillesdenes and since the trial commenced, 

there has been a complete absence of HGVs and coaches 

from the roads. Similarly, there has been no noticeable 

increase in traffic volumes along Joppa Road / Seaview 

Terrace, nor have I seen any particular congestion at the 

junction of Seaview Terrace and Milton Road East. 

I am strongly of the view that the trial closure has been 

beneficial for residents both in Joppa and Coillesdene, Significant decrease

There remains through traffic on Brunstane Road 

(northern end), but this is now mostly cars, rather than 

HGV / coaches, and is far more suitable for the road. 

The road closure has actually meant that traffic has been 

dispersed across a number of alternative routes, rather 

than all being channelled down Brunstane Road. Strongly agree

As noted above, as a result of the trial, vehicles are more 

dispersed across multiple routes through and around 

Portobello / Milton Road. 

As a user of both Joppa Road / Seaview Terrace and 

Milton Road, I am of the view that there has not been a 

noticeable impact on traffic flow on the main roads, nor 

has there been any congestion at the junction of Seaview 

Terrace and Milton Road East. I also use routes through 

Portobello to Holyrood, and the trial has had no 

noticeable impact on volumes (or created additional 

congestion) at Brighton Place / Southfield / Duddingston 

Park.

There is also no increase in journey times, as the Seaview 

Terrace / Milton Road alternative adds only a couple of 

minutes on to any journey (and often may in fact be 

quicker than going through Brunstane Road, given the 

propensity for congestion / blocked traffic in the 

southern end of street). Strongly agree

The street and surrounding areas are much calmer now, 

with more noticeable levels of pedestrians and cyclists. 

The road is cleaner and safer. Yes

I now regularly go jogging, using Brunstane Road as part 

of my route, and my children (10 and 12 yrs old) have 

been able to cycle or walk up Brunstane Road to clubs at 

Portobello High School and Joppa Tennis Courts. 

Previously, it was too dangerous for them to do this, due 

to the volume and speed of traffic north of the railway 

bridge on Brunstane Road. Yes

I believe that the current measures should be made 

permanent - it benefits residents across both Joppa and 

Coillesdene, makes the quality of life in the locality far 

more pleasant and 'liveable' and has had no noticeable 

detriment to any particular stakeholder group.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

All this artificial blocking of long used traffic routes, whilst 

at the same time the Council has allowed thousands of 

new homes to be constructed, with absolutely no road 

infrastructure improvements, has caused absolute traffic 

chaos throughout the city. These unnecessary route 

blockages have undoubtedly created a massive rise in 

both traffic congestion and air pollution across the city.

On one hand you want to "improve" the transit of cyclists 

and pedestrians but on the other you try to create 

maximum disruption to all powered form of transport: 

including commercial. 

It is time that this quite ludicrous policy was stopped and 

the interests of all road users taken into account and not 

just the vociferous and quite probably people of 

influemce (aka Councillors!) that live in these blocked off 

areas. On that theme I would like to see the Willowbrae 

Road area turned to a more pleasant area, devoid of 

buses and particularly vehicles travelling in excess go 

70mph.

However, like all previous "Consultation exercises" 

undertaken by the council the only outcome is that what 

the Council has originally intended to do in the first place: 

also known as box ticking.

There is absolutely no logic in closing cross city routes as 

all that this does is force all traffic far too narrow arteries 

that can to cope. Slight increase Strongly disagree

As above, incompetent political traffic management does 

not work. You just shift traffic but this probably suits the 

council in their aim tp try again with making traffic pay 

even more to use our decrepit roads. You should be 

ashamed. Strongly disagree

The only environment that is improved are those streets 

that have had through traffic removed from them.

Plese do Willowbrae Road next or are there no Councillors 

living on this high speed route? Yes Walked as it is often quicker. No

Improvement to the existing network would remove the 

requirement for these outrageous schemes.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have seriously impacted on several other 

areas, funneling traffic into locations that cause serious 

pollution and delays to journeys. Significant increase

The volume of traffic on the High Street has notably 

increased and become much more congested due to no 

alterations to attempt to compensate for the road 

closure. Strongly disagree

The traffic has merely had to drive further, increasing 

pollution and caused more congestion due to no 

alterations to light timings etc

The surrounding areas are not as direct as Brunstane road 

and therefore vehicles entering or leaving Portobello are 

making longer journeys down smaller residential roads. Strongly disagree

The surrounding areas are not as direct as Brunstane road 

and therefore vehicles are making much more pollution. No

The increased volume of traffic, with agitated drivers due 

to the congestion and delays in and around the High 

Street means that I no longer feel as safe cycling. No

This current form is not fit for purpose.

There are much better solutions to the issue of 

congestion on Brunstane road, my personal choice would 

be for a North bound one way system filtering traffic 

down from Milton Road. This would speed up traffic flow 

and allow for the removal of these current restrictions.

Perhaps actually listening to the local residents after a 

consultation. To the best of my knowledge, local 

residents in the surrounding area voted against these 

restrictions in the first place.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial was implemented despite the strong opposition 

of Portobello Residents.

I use Brunstane Bowling Club almost daily during the 

season and my journey time and distance has doubled on 

each trip.  I, like most other residents with cars, am using 

more fuel and creating more unnecessary pollution.

Emergency services take longer to get to calls, and 

delivery drivers are met with ridiculous diversions to get 

to the streets they need also increasing their journey 

times and emissions.

Residents of Brunstane Road who apparently wanted this, 

are still parking partly on the pavement ignoring the 

needs of pedestrians, pram/push chair users. Not Answered

I have no idea - I am not prepared to monitor traffic.

I don't 'do' rush hours but Milton Drive must be a 

nightmare in the mornings.  I have seen drivers 

circumventing the street furniture and going through 'no 

entry' signs to get to their destinations.  I don't condone 

this but I sympathise when drivers who don't know about 

the closures are any and frustrated. Strongly disagree

IF there is anything positive about this scheme I don't 

know what it is. Strongly disagree Unnecessary Longer Journeys=more pollution. No

I am 70+ and I am not walking uphill to my bowling green.  

 If I can't take the car I need 2 buses.   I get plenty of 

exercise there.

In the winter there is no longer indoor bowling in 

Portobello.  Edinburgh Leisure Closed the BC.  At that 

time there was a 40 service bus which went from 

Portobello to Dalkeith Indoor BC  so I joined it.  Shortly 

thereafter the Service 40 was removed and bowlers now 

have to go to Musselburgh to get a 140.  Yet again I 

choose to drive costing me more on fuel and adding 

pollution to the environment. No

I gave my suggestions in the 'consultation' stage and they 

were ignored.

Brunstane Road should be open in both directions for 

emergency services at least.  It could also be re-opened to 

normal traffic and parking could be restricted to one side 

of the road only.  The current system only suits a few 

selfish residents of Brunstane Road.

Ditch the Coillesdene Traffic management plans - they 

have no benefit.

By doing on line surveys many (elderly) residents  with 

opinions will not take the trouble to respond.  There have 

been consultation meetings but the outcome of those 

have been ignored.  There has to be more 'joined-up' 

thinking.  I don't know how much this project has cost 

but I consider it a total waste of money.  The Joppa 

Residents Assoc and Brunstane Bowling Club have both 

opposed these ideas from the start but the the Trial was 

implemented anyway.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has only benefited car owners in Brunstane Road. It has 

worsened conditions for pedestrians on the road since 

virtually every vehicle parks on the pavements on both 

sides. On bin days the pavements are impassable so 

pedestrians need to walk on the carriageway and there 

are still enough vehicles going up and down to force 

pedestrians to wait. Significant increase

I live in a cul de sac but it leads on to Portobello High St 

which  became noticeably more congested as soon as the 

trial began. Strongly disagree

There was an immediate increase in  traffic on the 

through routes especially the High St and Brighton Place, 

which is now the only ways in and out of Portobello. Any 

event such as the roadworks on Harry Lauder Road last 

week not only led to long traffic jams on that road itself 

but gridlock on surrounding roads over two days. The lack 

of Brunstane Road as a safety valve exacerbated this 

intolerable congestion. Strongly disagree

The greater congestion at the west end of Portobello has 

led to noticeably increased pollution from idling engines. No No

Absolutley not. The common good of all the residents of 

Portobello should be considered. Our interests should not 

be sacrificed to those living in Brunstane Road.

I live off Bridge St which has an increasing problem with 

people parking inconsiderately especially at the bend, 

which is a blind corner. It is increasingly dangerious for all 

road users which needs double yellow lines like on the 

similar corner on Figgate St and those recently added at 

the junction of Bridge St and Pipe Lane. Getting past 

parked vehicles has been a problem for emergency 

vehicles on Bridge St. Consideration should be given to 

removing the barrier to motor vehicles between Pipe 

Lane and Pipe St and perhaps making a one-way system

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has caused significant inconvenience; upset and 

additional stress to residents in the Joppa Triangle Significant increase Significant increase of traffic and travelling at speed Strongly disagree Much more pollution on streets Strongly disagree

Longer car journeys that are now necessary are impacting 

negatively on the environment No No

Please revert to original pattern with Brunstane Road 

open.  The clear consensus from Residents of the Joppa 

triangle was NOT to introduce the traffic calming,  

However, Edinburgh Council ignored the views of local 

residents.  This is completely undemocratic and has 

resulted in significant environmental impacts and undue 

stress for the residents.  

Please revert to the street arrangements that were in 

place pre trial period.

Listen to the views of residents - there was a clear 

majority NOT in favour of the introduction of the traffic 

calming and the fears have been borne out as articulated 

in the surveys undertaken.

When will Edinburgh council listen and take heed to the 

wishes of residents in the Colliesdene area?
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Given that the Council 'consulted' the community and 

chose to fully disregard the concerns raised by the 

majority of the community but proceeded anyway, I do 

not hold out much hope for my following comments [or 

comments from other residents who are opposing the 

changes].

Residents in Brunstane Road chose to live there and 

continue to choose to park their vehicles on both sides of 

the road which prevent a free and safe flow of traffic.  

None of the residents are being asked to park their cars 

elsewhere (like residents in other parts of the community 

- in my opinion wrongly - where double-yellow lines have 

been introduced preventing parking immediately outside 

their residence, but instead the Council have moved the 

'problem' to surrounding streets.

The lack of access to Coillesedene Crescent and Avenue 

means residents have to travel a minimum 0.75 miles to 

get to their own residence.  Not only does this use 

additional fuel on every journey, which has increased the 

cost of journeys, it is damaging to the road surfaces in the 

streets that are now accessed, not to mention increased 

pollution to the environment. No change

Residents and visitors - are now driving up and down 

streets to find their way in / out of the area so it certainly 

feels like the traffic has increased. Strongly disagree

Moving traffic into other streets is not the solution.  Even 

Sir Harry Lauder Road has become more busy as a 

consequence of Brunstane Road closure - forcing people 

to drive all the way to Kings Road (consuming petrol and 

damaging the environment) only to go all the way along 

Portbello High Street - again, more petrol and 

environment damage. Strongly disagree

By anyone's calculations it has absolutely had a negative 

impact on the environment with longer journeys for 

mostly all residents. No No

I would be absolutely disgusted in the actions of the 

Council if the measures were made permanent in its 

current form.

There is absolutely no point in consulting residents if you 

do not take account and act on the majority wishes of the 

community.  

The Counsil should consider alternative solutions before 

bringing ideas to the community to 'vote on'.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

Open Brunstane Road, with full traffic access. 

Remove ‘planters’ and road signs from Coillesdene  and 

Milton addresses.

Restrict parking on southern (upper) Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

We live on Brighton Place/Lee Crescent. The increase in 

traffick has been noticeable. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No

I am disabled, I can’t ride my bike any more, and can’t 

walk far. We no longer drive. My comments are 

disinterested.

We are in favour of reducing car use/increasing cycling 

and walking but this is not the way. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Disagree Don't know No No

Representing a community group  Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is an essential link in the active travel 

route from Portobello onto the National Cycle Network, 

and through to key shopping destinations including Fort 

Kinnaird, Asda and the Range. Removal of through traffic 

has made this route much easier for many people who 

cycle, particularly those with children or those who are 

not confident on the roads. Improving the route means 

more people, both residents and those from the wider 

area, now have the option to cycle ordinary everyday 

trips, as well as accessing the NCN for leisure trips. No change

Our members live in different parts of Portobello and so 

we can’t comment on this in terms of one street. No 

member has reported increased traffic in their street, 

however one member reported an increase in traffic using 

in the Coillesdene area as drivers still use some streets in 

this residential area as a cut-through. Strongly agree

Brunstane Road is an essential link in the active travel 

route from Portobello onto the National Cycle Network, 

and through to key shopping destinations including Fort 

Kinnaird, Asda and the Range. Removal of through traffic 

has made this route much easier for many people who 

cycle, particularly those with children or those who are 

not confident on the roads. Improving the route means 

more people, both residents and those from the wider 

area, now have the option to cycle ordinary everyday 

trips, as well as accessing the NCN for leisure trips. Strongly agree

The changes have contributed to a calmer, safer, more 

pleasant environment for walking, wheeling and cycling, 

particularly on Brunstane Road which is important in 

accessing the National Cycle Network. Don’t know

We cannot comment on individual changes, but our 

members report that it is now easier and more 

comfortable to cycle on Brunstane Road, particularly with 

children, and that they are more likely to cycle on the 

route through to destinations on the National Cycle 

Network. Yes

Improvements to the junctions at the top and bottom of 

Bruntstane Road could be considered due to the increase 

in active travel use. In particular crossing Milton Road 

East for access to/from NCN1 at Bruntstane Road South is 

difficult/dangerous.

The filtering of potential ‘rat runs’ through residential 

streets in The Coillesdene area should be improved to 

discourage their use by drivers.

Positive communications and early engagement are 

essential. For example, Brunstane Road is not ‘closed’. It 

is open as a through-route for walking, wheeling and 

cycling with drivers still having full local access. Using 

positive communications that focus on place, and the 

issues people care about, are more likely to be effective.

We believe that the Council should engage on the detail 

of designs for proposed schemes, rather than allow 

consultations to be represented as a referendum on 

whether or not to take a scheme forward. However, the 

Council should be bold and ambitious on designs and not 

compromise schemes to placate opposition. Explaining 

the consequences of requests for changes, both positive 

and negative, are important. 

We would welcome more use of ETROs so that people can 

experience changes rather than opposing them before 

they ever get off the ground. Evidence shows that 

support builds for schemes such as these over time as 

people get used to them and adapt their own behaviours. 

It is essential that those who oppose any restriction to 

car are not able to scupper improvements for those who 

have to, or chose to, walk, wheel, cycle or use public 

transport. This is an equalities issue.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Milton Road East traffic has become heavier and faster;  

residents take their life in their hands when driving out of 

their driveway as vehicles race along this road.   There 

was talk of a 30 mph  being imposed but there has been 

no sign of this  - although the closure of Brunstane Road 

happened fast enough.  In a city which claims to be 

environmentally aware,  the closure of Brunstane Road 

means vehicles have to travel much further to reach their 

destination, therefore using more fuel - hardly good for 

the environment.

I  do  not think this scheme has been good for retail in 

Portobello.  Now that it has become more difficult to 

reach the high street, I shop elsewhere.  I do not believe I 

am alone in doing so.

The simplest answer would be to make Brunstane Road 

one way, thereby lessening the   through traffic on that 

road but still allowing access to Portobello. Significant increase Traffic heavier and faster. Strongly disagree

I rarely shop in Portobello now because it in involves a 

much longer trip to get there. Strongly disagree

Cars now have to travel far further to reach a destination 

which means more  pollution and fuel use. No No

As an individual  Strongly agree

Prior to the closure Brunstane Road was constantly busy 

with cars using it as a rat run, which caused frequent 

damage to cars parked in the street, gridlock due to 

volume of traffic and standoffs/agressive behaviour 

between drivers. In one week last year three of my 

immediate neighbours experienced damage to their cars 

whilst parked on the street. I have also had my car 

damaged and just prior to the road closing I witnessed a 

car damage another neighbour’s car and drive off.

The street was also frequently used by articulated lorries.

I think it is appropriate that traffic is now using the main 

road. Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree

Any impact of increased traffic in surrounding streets, 

other than the main road, should be limited. The bulk of 

the displaced traffic should be using the main road, and 

that is what I have observed. Remember this traffic was 

all 

previously coming down one single width street. Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes

Such schemes are increasingly common throughout the 

UK.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The journey times for emergency services have been 

enormously increased, as they have to go on long detours 

to get to the middle of Portobello.

To get to Fort Kinnaird or the ERI now invloves a long 

detour

There are still huge numbers of cars parked in Brunstane 

Road, clearly the owners have several vehicles per house, 

I understood this policy was about reducing car numbers

The bus services have not improved to make it easier to 

travel Significant increase

Far more cars come into our street to go up along the 

Coilesdenes Strongly disagree

The bottom line is the emergency services have their 

journey times hugely increased.

The bus services are much less reliable to encourage less 

car use Strongly disagree

The extra journey time to places you need to go to must 

increase pollution No

I've always walked to my allotment if I don't have stuff to 

go up there, but in bad health it was a total pain getting 

to the plots. No

You are providing an exclusive gated community on 

council money. How is tha fair to the rest of us. 

They also have unrestricted parking

It is totally inequitable

Proper consultation with the total local neighbourhood 

would be normal.

Everybody agrees Bunstane Road should be one way, not 

this this extreme shut it idea, just moves essential traffic 

elsewhere

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It has channelled significantly more traffic at times 

through Brighton Place. Significant increase

Not all the time but traffic backlogs have increased 

regularly. Strongly disagree As above. Strongly disagree As above. No No Full consultation like this is essential.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a pedestrian and a cyclist, the area is very safe for walk 

and ride, with the calming measures in place. As a driver, I 

feel that opening a rat run between two very busy routes 

(Milton Road/Harry Lauder Road and Portobello High St) 

would be counter-productive, as it would be used 

opportunistically without people realising what was 

waiting for them at the other end (another queue). Both 

routes are near capacity so there is almost never any 

point in switching. No change We live on a cul-de-sac. Agree

The area has become very conducive to cycling and 

walking. Strongly agree

See above. Also when it is necessary to use the car, 

parking is easier. Yes Yes

It may be necessary to keep the obstructions removable, 

in case either the A199 or the High Street get blocked for 

any reason.

Arguably the main problem is people funnelling onto the 

High St from Milton Road so it could be opened one way 

(south).

As an individual  Don’t know.

I don't live in Brunstane Road so I don't know if has been 

beneficial to those residents although I imagine it will 

have been. I have noticed when cycling through the 

Coillesdenes that there is a fair bit of traffic cutting 

through there and perhaps more could be done to 

prevent rat-running through that area. Significant increase

Brighton Place has taken a hit from the closure of 

Brunstane Road, it is our route to school and is very busy 

at peak times. I think the closure of the left hand turn 

into Harry Lauder Road has also had a knock-on in terms 

of larger vehicles too. Strongly disagree

I support the closure of Brunstane Road but I don't think 

any consideration was given to the people living in the 

Brightons area. 

No mitigating measures were put in place and so Brighton 

Place is much busier than before. The volume of traffic 

and the speed is too great given this is supposedly a "safe 

route to school" as the council said when they redrew the 

catchment for Towerbank School. 

The closure of the left hand turn into Harry Lauder Road 

has not helped either in my opinion. I would support a 

bus gate in Brighton Place.

Portobello needs a full traffic survey. In addition to the 

issues with Brighton Place there are too many single 

occupancy cars using the High Street as a cut-through and 

traffic is at a standstill there at peak times. The air quality 

is horrendous. Neither agree nor disagree

The air quality is bound to be better in Brunstane Road 

but it is worse in Brighton Place in my opinion and that is 

another reason we need to put mitigating measures in 

there too. It is not healthy for residents or the many 

schoolchildren who have to walk along there to get to 

one of two primary schools or the high school. No I cycle anyway. Yes

But please can you consider Brighton Place and do 

something to improve the lives of residents there too. It 

is not enough to close one road and not consider or try to 

mitigate the impact on the only other through road in 

this area. Portobello needs a full traffic survey, the level 

of through traffic and air quality is horrendous.

Do not close one road in isolation without considering the 

impact on the rest of the area and mitigating for that.

As an individual  Strongly agree

The area seems much quieter, safer for cyclists and with 

much less pollution and aggravation on the bridge. Significant decrease

The number of Vehicles using the are as a 'rat run' has 

significantly decreased, and the speed of traffic has also 

slowed down. Strongly agree

The wider area seems much calmer and safer for young 

children and cyclists. Drivers seem to be more aware of 

their surrounding as appose to when cutting through side 

streets at higher speeds.

The air definitely seems cleaner as Vehicles seem to be 

travelling at a more constant rate due to the 20 mile an 

hour zones. Strongly agree

The air definitely seems cleaner and healthier 

it is much quieter and the sound of nature is much more 

apparent. Yes

It seems much easier and more enjoyable to walk or cycle 

within the portobello area. Yes

While realising it will not be universally popular the trial 

has proved that bold moves can create positive outcomes 

for the future of Edinburgh inhabitants. By changing the 

mind set of constant car use for convince there may well 

be much more positive outcomes down the line for the 

local and wider environment, gentle and physicle health 

of our communities.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

There has been no benefit at all except to the few 

residents on Brunstane road. There has definitely been 

increased traffic on Brighton Place and Harry Lauder. The 

precedent of closing a perfectly viable throughway into 

and out of Portobello is a dubious one - especially with 

the Brunstane development looming. I view this as a 

short sighted measure which was clearly against local 

public opinion which seemed to completely be ignored by 

the decision makers. I suspect so will the views of this 

survey. Significant increase

See above. The railway arch area is often completely 

gridlocked and the promised double yellow lines to 

improve flow have yet to appear. I would view this as 

more of a priority as this is now a main artery and a bus 

route. Strongly disagree See comments above Strongly disagree More pollution and congestion in other streets. No I do all of the above anyway. No The road should be reopened with immediate effect.

The decision makers should definitely take into serious 

consideration the views of the local community when 

there is significant opposition- otherwise it is pointless to 

consult.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Thanks to uncoordinated road closures and roadworks 

the city of Edinburgh is in complete chaos.  This particular 

closure is quite unnecessary, It merely moves tthe 

congestion elsewhere in the district. Particularly Brighton 

Place and Portobello High St Significant increase

We frequently experience unexplained congestion in the 

high street and Brighton place in fairness usually due to 

uncoordinated roadworks and closures. This is

made worse by the creation of so many cycle ways which 

are largely unused.

A simple example is the traffic lights at Willowbrae Road 

and Duddingston road, If the cycle lane were to be 

shortened by say two car lengths right turning traffic 

would not block straight through traffic and save 

unnecessary inconvenience to users of Duddingston Road.

Another simple example example is the closure of the left 

filter at the west end of Porty High Street, It's appreciated 

that there have been a couple of serious accidents there 

between cyclists and HGVs making left turns. Why not 

simply reopen the left turn filter and ban HCVs and 

vehicles over 3 tons making a left turn there. Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Just reopen the affected roads

Listen and act on the results of public consultations and 

do not disregard opposing views. Don't benefit the few at 

the expense of the majority which appears to be the case 

in this instance

As an individual  Strongly disagree

They have caused confusion and I have witnessed an 

ambulance being delayed. Significant increase Other streets are used as rat runs Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

For a change listen to respondents and do not implement 

these measures

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road should be made one way and that would 

solve the issue Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No Just don't do them
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

There is a lot more traffic going down Brighton Place. 

Google maps directs cars travelling from the A1 to Joppa 

along Milton Rd, down Brighton Place, along Portobello 

High St to Joppa !!!!! Strongly disagree See above comment Disagree

See above - cars travelling further to get from A1 to Joppa.

Additionally it is very confusing to find your way from  

Milton Rd to Argyll St and Morton St. No No

I don't see the point in consulting via survey as I 

understand that at least 70% of respondents were not 

happy with proposed changes but they were 

implemented anyway......

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Prior to the changes I didn't notice too much through 

traffic in the area and feel that the addition of the 

roadblocks were unnecessary and unsightly. 

 

There are a lot of learner drivers that used the area 

beforehand which highlighted how quiet the area was 

before the road blocks were added. No change

I wouldn't say I have noticed much of a difference if any 

at all, I don't think it was too much of a through road 

previously. Neither agree nor disagree

I believe by closing off certain routes, all this does is 

increase traffic and inconvenience elsewhere in Portobello 

and the surrounding areas. Disagree

If anything, from my own experience I now need to travel 

further to return to my property each night after work. I 

now need to enter the area down Milton Terrace instead 

of Milton Drive. Although this is a minor addition to a 

journey it does add up over the course of a 

week/month/year. The additional distance travelled by 

neighbours located further west (Coillesdene Crescent for 

example) that need to access via Milton Terrace will be 

more substantial and therefore if anything I think it adds 

to traffic and has a negative impact on the environment. No N/A No

I don't believe there was an issue present beforehand so 

don't particularly agree with the trial to be made 

permanent. I think the time/money could have been used 

more wisely.

N/A

thanks for the opportunity to provide feedback.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Having lived here since 1976 I have watched changes take 

place and sadly not always for the better.

Joppa grove residents have always 

parked on one side of the street to allow other vehicles 

room to pass but sadly this does not apply to 

Brunstane Road.My daughter passed her driving test 

27years ago

and Brunstane Road was included in the test what a 

nightmare that would have been. Slight increase

I feel for families who are dropping

off their children at nursery, school

etc then require collection. 

I also feel for Emergency Services and the miss use of 

time therefore it  has to be very frustrating. Strongly agree Don't know Yes

I no longer  have a car therefore I do 

have to walk more⁹ No

I would have to say when viewing 

property I would need to know about the parking and if it 

wasn't  suitable then I wouldn't be moving.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

During this trial displaced traffic has been horrendous on 

the High Street, Brighton Place and many other streets in 

Portobello where traffic has been trying to avoid traffic 

jams. 

This has resulted in greater pollution and dangerous 

journeys  in these areas where children walk to the 4 

schools and numerous nurseries based along these roads.

Regrettably the Council  seem to have favorised the 

residents of Brunstane Road to the detriment of the 80% 

of the Community who voted against the closure. Significant increase

I live in East Brighton Crescent and often have difficulty 

gaining entry to Brighton Place where traffic is totally 

jammed. I also believe that the resulting pollution will 

have increased in this conservation area, although 

nobody seems to be recognising this issue for youngsters 

walking to school.

It is also extremely dangerous if children want to cycle as 

no yellow lines have been reinstated after the road was re- 

 surfaced! Strongly disagree

The High Srreet in Portobello and adjoining streets are 

experiencing increase in traffic, pollution and a dangerous 

environment for the large numbers of young people who 

walk in these areas. Strongly disagree

There are no positives for the wider community - access 

to Milton Road has been diverted to fewer options 

causing chaos! No It’s increasingly dangerous in our area. No

I see no positives for anyone apart from the 17% who 

voted for this clisure

This scheme was initiated within a small triangle of Joppa 

whereas any traffic scheme would need to include an 

integrated approach in Portobello / Joppa.

When a consultation is conducted it would be a positive 

step if the Council took account of the result of the 

consultation.

It was very apparent that could collie Maureen Child 

wanted this closure- in an email she wrote that she’d 

been working for 25 years for the closure! This letter was 

triumphalist and did not provide a positive for a united 

community.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road still causing a problem at the junction 

with milton Road East, cars waiting to turn right are 

spilling out onto the junction and blocking cars going in 

both directions. Cars are speeding along the end of 

Coillesdene Avenue which has always been a quiet and 

calm street. There are frequently cars are racing down 

milton terrace and along Seaview crescent to come out 

next to the flats on Seaview terrace. There are so many 

cars parked on this route they weave around them and it 

is so unsafe when cars speed down as there aren't always 

passing places and when cars meet they have to reverse. I 

have seen cars mount the pavement at speed to get past 

which is scary, especially for my 3 year old who is learning 

to cycle. Not Answered

Milton Road East is busier therefore exiting my street 

(Brunstane Bank) is more difficult. It takes longer to get a 

gap in the traffic heading towards Musselburgh and I 

have seen some drivers take risks just to get out a they 

have waited too long. Strongly disagree

I see cars queuing on Milton Road East to get into Milton 

drive (which they shouldn't be) but also milton terrace as 

there are often cars parked on Milton terrace so traffic 

leaving Milton terrace has to drive around them blocking 

the entry for those coming off of Milton Road East. Some 

of these cars may be breaking the rules but some of them 

are not as they live on Milton terrace or Milton Grove. 

This is not good as a driver trying to pass but it is also 

scary as a pedestrian as sometimes cars mount the 

corner of the pavement turning into Milton Road East as 

they are forcing their way in instead of waiting, which 

could be deadly. Strongly disagree

I drive further to get into portobello and back again to 

child from nursery. I am coming from work and timings 

do not allow for walking No No

No because I either have to drive from the a1 junction 

with Milton Road East to 1. Seafield/Kings Road end of 

Harry lauder Road and then back to Bath Street or 2. 

drive to Milton terrace and weave my way down to 

Seaview terrace and along to Bath Street, or 3. drive to 

the bottom of Milton Road East and along the front 

streets to Bath Street to pick my daughter up from 

nursery 4 days a week after my work. I used to drive 

down brunstane road and not only was it quicker, it took 

less fuel and I usually parked a bit further away and 

walked some of the distance. I can no longer do that due 

to these closures/diversions. So I am polluting the 

environment more and exercising less which makes me 

sad. I wish I could avoid using my car but the combination 

of childcare and my work don't allow it.

Brunstane Road is still a problem, it should be trialed one 

way going north only. This takes away the cars trying to 

exit into Milton Road East that block the junction.

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Created a safer cycling route, safe enough that I have 

used it with my kids, between Bruntstane and Portobello. No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes

Have used Bruntstane Road as a route, would previously 

have avoided. Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Significant decrease Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

Cycling to area is an option now. Was horrible before but 

can get the train and cycle or just use a a safer option to 

walk down this road and is much safer. Huge 

improvement for people who want to visit

As an individual  Agree

There has been considerably less congestion on the 

southern part of Brunstane Road, with the number of 

'standoffs' greatly reduced. This road has been more 

pleasant for residents and other users, including 

pedestrians and cyclists. The road is quieter and safer. I've 

noticed a lot of people walking & cycling to/from the 

direction of the beach. Significant decrease

There has been a marked decrease, but the actual degree 

is subjective of course. Have there been proper 

measurements made before and after the closure? Don’t know.

There must be more traffic using Milton Road East and 

Joppa Road than previously. Has this been monitored 

(measurements before and after)? Neither agree nor disagree

The changes have had a positive environmental impact 

(less noise and air pollution) in the streets which have 

had closures on them. 

I suspect that other streets such as Joppa Road and 

Milton Road East have experienced negative 

environmental impacts (more noise and air pollution). 

I do not know to what extent the closures have resulted 

in a net increase in road miles overall, due to journeys 

being redirected and longer (fuel use and CO2 emissions). No

I may have walked marginally more as I sometimes park 

below (north of) the bridge in Brunstane Road instead of 

above it, closer to my home, to avoid the long drive 

round to the other side.

Although in general I support measures to encourage 

people to walk, wheel or cycle more, I do not believe that 

road closures should be used as a tool in this way.  It is 

not for the council or others to decide which routes are 

more important or essential for driving for people that 

use the streets and facilities, who have varying needs and 

abilities. It is important to remember that not everyone is 

able to walk or cycle. Don't know/No opinion

From a local (Brunstane Gdns/Brunstane Road) 

perspective, yes, overall the trial has been beneficial. 

However, I would like the decision to be made based on 

proper traffic/road usage data for all roads potentially 

impacted, not just subjective opinions.

If the trial is made permanent, the signage needs 

improving.

It is essential that before implementing any future 

schemes, adequate baseline traffic data are collected so 

that the impacts can be assessed accurately.

The map of closures (like the one at the top of the 

consultation) needs to be made much easier to read. Even 

now, I don't know how to navigate around the 

Coillesdene area so drive all the way along Milton Road 

East and Joppa Road in a big triangle.

Better signage is needed on the main roads, with clearer 

diversion signs to help drivers find the most efficient 

alternative route.

As an individual  Strongly agree Not Answered Neither agree nor disagree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree Been beneficial No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The Council measures to discourage displaced traffic from 

using the Coillesdene area have been totally ineffective. 

The changes have greatly increased traffic volumes in 

quiet residential streets that previously had little to no 

through traffic. These include Milton Terrace, Seaview 

Crescent, Milton Drive, and Coillesdene Avenue. The 

changes have greatly increased the volume of traffic often 

travelling at excessive speeds through these streets. The 

changes have resulted in increased risk to children, 

pedestrians, and animals in these streets. The changes 

have already caused damage to parked vehicles in Milton 

Terrace and Seaview Crescent. The changes have had an 

adverse impact on the environment causing increased 

journey times and vehicle emissions. The measures 

designed to discourage displaced traffic are also ignored 

resulting in much greater risk of road traffic accidents.

As a result of the trial, increased traffic has been forced 

into making a dangerous right turn out of Seaview 

Crescent into Seaview Terrace with an increased risk of 

accident due to parked vehicles there.

In short, the trial prioritises the parking of the vehicles of 

the residents of Brunstane Road over the safety of 

children, adults and animals and environmental concerns 

of a far larger area and a far larger number of residents. Significant increase

The Council measures to discourage displaced traffic from 

using the Coillesdene area have been totally ineffective. 

There were no measures put in place by the Council to 

discourage displaced traffic from using Milton Terrace. 

There were no measures put in place by the Council to 

discourage displaced traffic from using Seaview Crescent. 

Prior to the trial Milton Terrace and Seaview Crescent had 

little to no through traffic. There has been a significant 

increase in traffic in Milton Terrace. There has also been a 

significant increase in traffic in Seaview Crescent. The 

increased volume of traffic includes significant numbers 

of vehicles travelling at excessive speed through a quiet 

residential area with no traffic calming measures. This 

trial has resulted in increased risk of injury to children 

and adults in Milton Terrace and Seaview Crescent. There 

has already been damage to parked vehicles in Milton 

Terrace and Seaview Crescent as a result of the trial. The 

measures have had an adverse environmental impact in 

Milton Terrace and Seaview Crescent with increased 

traffic volumes, journey times, emissions and pollution. Strongly disagree

The trial has resulted in increased journey times. It has 

increased traffic volumes, emissions and pollution in 

previously quiet residential areas. It has had an adverse 

environmental impact. The trial has increased traffic 

volumes on Seaview Terrace and Brighton Place. It has 

increased traffic queues and delays and therefore 

emissions and pollution in the surrounding streets. The 

trial has also adversely impacted emergency service 

response routes and times in the surrounding streets. Strongly disagree

The Council measures to discourage displaced traffic from 

using the Coillesdene area have been totally ineffective. 

No measures were put in place by the Council to 

discourage displaced traffic from using Milton Terrace. No 

measures were put in place to discourage displaced traffic 

from using Seaview Crescent. The changes have had a 

negative impact on the environment resulting in 

increased traffic and pollution on previously quiet 

residential streets which previously had little to no 

through traffic. The changes have also had a negative 

impact on the environment by causing increased journey 

times and congestion. No

I walk as much as possible anyway. The trial has merely 

resulted in increased journey times, pollution, and 

adverse environmental impact when I do require to drive. No

Absolutely not. The vast majority of local residents were 

against the scheme. The trial and all it's changes should 

be reversed immediately. It has resulted in increased risk 

to children, pedestrians, animals and parked vehicles in a 

much wider area. 

No assessment of traffic volumes and speeds in the 

surrounding streets was carried out prior to 

implementation of the trial. It was irresponsible to put 

the trial in place without first carrying out an impact 

assessment as to the impact in the surrounding area. 

There has already been damage caused to parked vehicles 

in Milton Terrace and Seaview Crescent. The trial should 

be ended and reversed immediately before there is any 

injury or death of a child or adult. 

The Council measures to discourage displaced traffic from 

using the Coillesdene area have been totally ineffective. 

There were no measures put in place by the Council to 

discourage displaced traffic from using Milton Terrace. 

There were no measures put in place by the Council to 

discourage displaced traffic from using Seaview Crescent. 

If the Council again ignore the will of the majority of local 

residents and do not reverse the trial then:- Measures are 

required to ensure displaced traffic does not use Milton 

Terrace. Measures are also required to ensure displaced 

traffic does not use Seaview Crescent.

There requires to be an assessment of the traffic volumes 

and speeds of all streets potentially impacted prior to the 

implementation of any trial. There should be consultation 

with the public before implementation. The responses of 

the majority of the public to consultation should be 

respected. Emergency services should be consulted in 

relation to access requirements. Local councillors should 

be prohibited from proposing any schemes for areas in 

which they are resident, or in which they have family, 

friends or contacts resident. Any councillor proposing a 

scheme should be required to disclose all family, friends, 

contacts or interests in the area.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Only recently moved, but my wife when we walked over 

the railway bridge on the way to Portobello instantly 

commented about how great it was for there to be a 

focus on pedestrians. Having also lived in similar areas 

where measures like this were never taken, the volume of 

traffic through residential areas makes it less people-

friendly (particularly for children). In a city with as good a 

bus network as Edinburgh, it would seem like a regression 

to then have cars prioritised again by reversing this. Not Answered Don’t know. Don't know Don’t know Yes

As above, measures to prioritise pedestrians, cyclists and 

public transport over cars are generally a beneficial 

direction to go in.

People should be the first-class citizens of any town or 

city, not cars - and urban design measures like this are a 

step in the right direction in my opinion.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The closure of Brunstane Road has been hugely 

inconvenient. It benefits only a very small minority of 

local people, just those in the top half of that particular 

street, whilst inconveniencing everyone else. The traffic in 

collisdene is now much heavier so any issue has simply 

been moved along the road! A better solution would be 

to allow parking on one side of Brunstane Road only, or 

to even make it a one way street. The current situation 

whereby it is closed halfway down is frankly ridiculous. No change Strongly disagree

I have definitely noticed heavier traffic along the other 

routes to Portobello- Harry Lauder Road, Park Avenue 

and Brighton Place. These were already very busy areas 

and this has had a definite negative impact. Strongly disagree

It has had a negative impact on the environment because 

cars are now having to avoid Brunstane Road and so they 

are adding to greater queues of traffic sitting in 

Collisdene, Milton Road, Harry Lauder Road and Brighton 

Place. No No

The current situation cannot continue. A one way street 

or parking on one side of the road only would be a far 

better solution.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Neither agree nor disagree Agree Yes Yes

Restrict both resident and visitor parking. 

Inhibit through traffic from accessing residential roads.

As an individual  Strongly agree

It’s been great walking and cycling though there and it felt 

safe. No change

Difficult to say. I live on Park Avenue and sometimes it’s 

very busy with cars around school drop off/pick up times. 

Not sure if it was worse than before. Neither agree nor disagree

I think regardless of more or less traffic a similar trail 

should be conducted for Brighton place and Southfield 

place. It’s too busy there and it is unsafe with parked cars, 

drivers speeding and driving dangerously. I feel unsafe 

cycling and walking there by myself and with my children. Agree Less cars is less pollution and congestion No I have always cycled this has not changed Yes

Yes but extend to Brighton place or make this a bus gate 

(buses and cycles only)

Talk to local interest groups. Examples portobello 

community council, Brighton and Rosefield resident 

association, spokes Porty, Porty community energy, 

Duddingston primary road safety group, other schools

As an individual  Strongly disagree

We bought our house in Milton Dr, four years ago 

because it was a quiet street and a peaceful 

neighbourhood. The house required extensive 

renovations which which we have completed only to find 

we are now plagued by an onslaught of cars going up and 

down the street.

At peak times we have a queue of traffic outside our 

house of cars waiting to turn into Milton Rd East. Not 

only do we have cars we have heavy good vehicles also.

The speed that cars travel down the road is concerning as 

we have small grandchildren and dogs and they would 

not stand a chance if they ran out onto the road.

Milton Dr is not a wide road and when reversing into the 

driveway you may well have a build up of four cars 

waiting to get past, some who are not prepared to wait 

and miss you by inches.

Why  the road system had to be touched in the 

Collesdene  area to compensate for the closure of 

Brunstane Road only the council knows??? Then to decide 

two single out two streets one coming in and one going 

out, both causing obvious problems to the residents in 

those ares. No proper consideration has been given to the 

residents within these areas.

We have taken legal advice will seek full compensation for 

the loss of value on our property if Milton Drive remains 

a one -way street as it is at the moment.

The last question we would like answered, how is the 

Coillesdene Road system going to be affected by the new Significant increase Increased dramatically Strongly disagree Negative impact Strongly disagree Car & van fumes++++ No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase Strongly agree Strongly agree No No

Using common sense   Finally ..repair the disgraceful 

condition of the adjacent roads.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

On behalf of a public body, organisation or charity  Disagree

No where to park now these boxes are in place.

Causes chaos when visitors come to the club. 

Also it's a nightmare for brewery deliveries. Slight decrease

Still gets used but people don't realise the road is closed 

at bridge until they come down the street Disagree

It causes to much chaos. 

It would be better open Disagree

I agree it may be alright for residents but it wasn't taken 

into account the bowling club or the allotments. Yes

Used car when delivering goods to club

But walked a lot as well as no room to park No I think it should be made one way

Please check with businesses before taking action to see 

how it affects them

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes

I commute primarily by bicycle and have found it much 

easier and safer to get around with Brunstane Road now 

that the road is closed to through traffic. When I do walk 

it is also much easier. Yes

I think a 6-month trial is a great idea. I'd like to see more 

trials in the portobello area, where traffic management 

needs a lot of improvement.

As an individual  Disagree

Since the closure of Brunstane Road, there has been 

increased traffic on Brighton Place, the other main access 

road into Portobello from the south.  I live on (a corner 

of) Brighton Place.  Buses suffer particular congestion. Significant increase

The closure of Brunstane Road was a shortsighted 

measure, taking no account of wider Portobello, i.e. 

anywhere outside Joppa.  There needs to be a more 

comprehensive plan. Disagree Don't know No No

Eats Edinburgh as a whole (at least) needs an overall 

traffic plan, not piecemeal measures like closing one or 

two roads at a time.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

Newer to Edinburgh, so my knowledge of the area before 

the changes isn’t there. 

Having ridden through it more recently though, it feels a 

safe area to ride, and the lack of traffic should be a model 

for further developments in Edinburgh to hit the goals for 

reducing miles driven within the city. No change Agree Strongly agree Yes

I’ve made it my decision to ride in that direction more 

with knowing the measures are in place. Yes

Keep doing this all over Edinburgh. Make it a capitol city 

that shines as a beacon for active travel.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I am a blue-badge holder and need to use my car rather 

than public transport. The closure of Brunstane Road 

adds significantly to my mileage and to my contribution 

to pollution. I also find driving in the Coillesdenes quite 

dangerous as there are many learner drivers practising 

there. The exit onto Milton Road from Milton Drive is a 

danger point due to the sightlines and the speed of traffic 

on the main road. The turn from Milton Road into Milton 

Terrace was surely never designed for such heavy use. 

Already road surfaces are being very severely damaged 

throughout the area. Slight increase Strongly disagree

All streets in the area are seeing increased traffic flow - 

and this is unnecessary. I see no reason why, to improve 

the overall situation, we couldn't make Brunstane Road 

one way (south to north) with appropriate traffic calming. 

This is surely the obvious way to relieve  the problems in 

Brunstane Road without the major disruption that we're 

experiencing during this trial. I've yet to hear any reasons 

why this would not be the sensible compromise. Strongly disagree See comments above. No I suffer from Parkinson's and have mobility problems. No PLEASE "NO"!!! Modifications are mentioned above.

I begin to fear that surveys like this are ignored - and 

hope that this will be the exception.

As an individual  Strongly agree

I use this on my daily commute. It's great now, feels far 

safer. No change Do not live locally, only commute through Agree Less rat-running traffic in general. It's great. Strongly agree Less car pollution Yes Every single day up and down Brunstane Road. Yes He definitely improved the immediate area. Same as this. Just get them done.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

From a minor problem in Brunstane Road, closing it 

moving the traffic into the Coillesdene roads which 

increased the existing traffic in that area. It's made the 

local traffic worse. More pollution, more traffic noise. The 

distance has more than doubled to get from Milton Road 

to Joppa Parish Church. No change

No change in our estate but increases when we are trying 

to get to Joppa Strongly disagree

Closing Brunstane Road has made the wider area worse. 

Don't understand the logic in closing this road other than 

pleasing a few residents. Strongly disagree

Closing Brunstane Road has had a negative impact on the 

environment. No No Reopen Brunstane Road.

As an individual  Strongly agree

There is now a far safer space for all users and the overall 

speed of traffic is calmed Slight decrease

It is not that the absolute level of traffic has declined- but 

particularly through traffic who are trying to go as fast as 

possible has declined. Agree Raises greater awareness Strongly agree Yes Yes

The fastest and most damaging traffic should be 

discouraged from residential areas.  This keeps local 

permeability and encourages safe active travel for all 

abilities

As an individual  Strongly agree

My children and I regularly travel by bike through the 

Coillesdenes and Brunstane Rd. It is significantly quieter 

and safer for all of us now that these rat-runs have been 

closed.

When I do take my car, it is no significant inconvenience 

to travel via Milton Rd. No change

I live on Bellfield St - there has been no detrimental traffic 

impact here. Strongly agree

It has had a significantly positive effect not just for those 

seeking to engage in active travel, but in raising 

awareness of the myopic entitled behaviour of a minority 

of drivers. Strongly agree

Any reduction in available road space and restrictions on 

motorised travel is positive and will be necessary to 

achieve SG and CEC climate targets, including the need to 

reduce vehicle km by 20% by 2030. Yes

The fact that these roads are now significantly safer for 

me and my family to ride has meant that we have 

increased our use of bikes to travel south significantly. Yes

Yes - please formalise these restrictions and roll them out 

to communities to the north of the High St in conjunction 

with the proposed CPZ.

Be agile - don't consult, just implement and then amend 

as appropriate. Get on with it ... the more the merrier. 

Thank you to CEC and all officers trying to make our 

streets safer and healthier.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I feel so sorry for the Milton Drive and Milton Terrace 

residents. 

Particularly for the ones living in the sheltered housing.  

All the traffic is directed down two narrow streets.  No 

wider than Brunstane Road, but because the sheltered 

housing residents have fewer cars than those in 

Brunstane Road, cars only park down one side of the road. Slight increase Neither agree nor disagree

I don't know how they've been impacted, as I live in the 

Coillesdenes. Strongly disagree

Negative impact on the residents of Milton Terrace and 

Drive.  Brunstane Road traffic directed down their streets 

instead.  Lucky Brunstane Road folk. No

I cycle regularly, drive sometimes and walk sometimes.  I 

don't think this had affected my behaviour. No

Trial Brunstane Road one-way northbound.  This would 

solve the congestion at the bridge, and there would be no 

more confrontation between motorists (which is touted 

by Brunstane Road residents as the main issue).

During the trial, maintain the existing temporary road 

closures. 

There is quite a bit of pavement parking in Brunstane 

Road.  If this is seen as an issue, you could also trial 

yellow lines down one side.

I suggest you don't waste time and resources (the 

Council's and the public's) consulting when you don't 

take the slightest notice of the results.  An overwhelming 

majority of Joppa respondents and more widespread 

respondents voted against the road closure.  Why bother 

asking if you're not intending to take any notice of the 

result.

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree There have been benefits and disadvantages Significant decrease

Coillesdene Crescent is no longer feasible to use as a 

through route and traffic is much diminished as a result Neither agree nor disagree

Difficult to judge whether the changes have caused 

congestion on other routes but they may have done Agree Our own immediate environment has improved No

I already cycled and walked for many journeys before this 

happened Yes

Now I've got used to it, I feel comfortable with the 

changes but others who have need to use a car more may 

feel disadvantaged No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have made Milton Road East, a 40mph road 

that is already dangerous, especially where we exist our 

flats without a clear view of traffic from the right, busier. 

It also means traffic takes a longer route to get to the 

beach, and this is concerning from an environmental 

perspective. Significant increase See above. Strongly disagree

I do not agree that any roads should be blocked. 

Brunstane Road was a thoroughfare when everyone there 

bought their flat. It is not right for those living there to 

transfer the problem elsewhere. I would be happy if that 

road was one way, and the next blocked road was one 

way, in the other direction. Either way round. But neither 

road should be blocked. Strongly disagree

They have caused cars to take longer journeys. If you add 

up all those longer journeys it is quite concerning the 

impact of fumes and energy usage. No

I always walk regularly it has not changed this. It has also 

made my section of road on Milton Road East, through 

no fault of our own, feel cut off from our local community. No

No roads, none at all, should be blocked. But if Brunstane 

Road became one way, another Road could be one way in 

the other direction.

Yes, thanks for asking. We did not feel informed or 

consulted about these changes. It caused frustration and 

made  our area of Milton Road East feel like with had to 

put up with an issue from elsewhere being transferred 

onto us. We are increasingly concerned about traffic 

safety and this trial made our area more unsafe. We are 

worried about further accidents in front of the newsagent 

due to voluminous fast traffic and parked vehicles making 

it difficult to see traffic coming from the city when exiting. 

We would appreciate you stopping this trial as soon as 

possible and also reviewing safety in the area- parking 

and speeds. In future please consult us on all details of 

changes that impact us. Thank you.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Although the residents in Vrunstane Road have benefited, 

the arteries between Milton Road/ Kinnaird Park/ East 

Lothian have been significantly reduced creating 

congestion on the roads that remain open.

As a Roads engineer - previously having worked with the 

Council and the Scottish Executive and both designed 

roads and been involved in traffic management, I was 

surprised at the way the Ciuncil consulted residents in 

Portobello. Basically ignoring them initially until we 

managed to get a consultation; then disregarding the 

consultation results. Significant increase

I would say that TRAFFIC  CONGESTION has increased - 

the movement of traffic has become slow, creating more 

fuel use and pollution. Strongly disagree

It is very obvious that the roads that remain open are 

suffering due to lack of options for traffic movement. It 

may be that Brunstane Road is having a better time with 

less pollution but other areas of Portobello are seeing the 

consequences of this decision. Strongly disagree

The environment in areas of traffic displacement are 

more polluted with a more dangerous environment for 

children and adults. No

I am 75 with knee replacements and am now unable to 

cycle effectively;I also feel  the air is now polluted while 

walking around our area, including Brighton Park. No

This trial went ahead even although the community 

consultation was against the closure - the Council need to 

consider all community members nit just those who 

shout loudest.

ALL members of the community should be included from 

the initial stages of the development of any future 

schemes and the Council needs to listen to the results of 

any consultations.

As an individual  Agree Not Answered Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have reduced traffic volumes along 

Brunstane road but have failed to address the main 

concerns of local residents living close to Brunstane road. 

The main one is the amount of cars parking in Brunstane 

Road and blocking the pavements for pedestrians and 

people using wheelchairs. The report suggested that the 

hierarchy of importance should be pedestrians and wheel 

users above cars. However in the report the suggestion of 

lining one side of the street was discounted because of 

the 'parking pressures' in Brunstane Road. The issue of it 

being dangerous to walk up was completely ignored.  My 

mother is a wheelchair user and the on pavement parking 

makes it impossible to use the street safely. In order to 

reach the rail station from Portobello I have to take a 

large detour to ensure I can take her there safely. This 

road is the main access from Portobello but it is unsafe 

both for wheelchair users (who currently have to go out 

onto the middle of the street) or adults with buggies and 

prams who are regularly forced out into the road. The 

residents complained of damage to their cars which is 

wholly unsurprising considering the percentage of cars 

which are illegally parked daily on the pavements. I would 

like this to be considered in detail and not merely 

ignored.  How would this affect persons with sight 

impairment or guide dogs, has this even been 

considered? 

Additionally the road change has provided no provision 

for cyclists. If we are to encourage cycling and active No change It has made no real different to our road Strongly disagree

There has certainly been lighter traffic on Brunstane Road 

but that has only been diverted onto other local roads, so 

there has been an increase in traffic in surrounding 

streets. While this is spread by the one way systems on 

Milton Drive and Milton Terrace, the Coillesdenes as a 

whole will have seen increased traffic. 

During the trial period, traffic volumes in Portobello seem 

to have increased rather than reduced. This is to be 

expected with the level of local and regional house 

building going on, but I see no evidence of increased use 

of walking and cycling as a result of the scheme.

I am also concerned about the impact on local businesses 

of complicated diversions that might put potential 

customers off. The diversions have definitely foxed 

visitors driving to our house, even after explaining it to 

them. Strongly disagree

While the local impact on the environment along 

Brunstane Road will have improved (our back garden 

which is close to Brunstane Road is definitely quieter) the 

scheme must have an overall negative effect on the 

environment. It is forcing hundreds of cars every day to 

take a long diversion. The result is an increase in both 

pollution and CO2. Any decision to continue the scheme 

must include an environmental assessment. No

To access the station I have to drive as it is unsafe to use 

Brunstane Road as a wheelchair user as I have to go out 

onto the carriageway because of on pavement parking No

As suggested before having a one way system down 

Brunstane Road, removing parking on one side of the 

street and introducing a wider pavement and cycle lane 

would make the road safer for pedestrians and wheel 

users and persons with sight impairment. This is an 

access road to the rail station from Portobello and it 

should be encouraged to be used. Furthermore, reports 

such as written should fully justify decisions asked by the 

public and not just be ignored.

Listen to the public consultation and ensure that persons 

with conflicts of interest are not involved in any way in 

the planning or implementation.

As an individual  Strongly agree

As a resident of Brunstane Gardens I have seen a marked 

improvement, since the ETRO came into force, when I 

travel on Brunstane Road. It is a pleasure to enter the 

road from the South end by car, knowing that I will not be 

confronted with a tailback of traffic and have to 

manoeuvre in and out of (the few) empty spaces to avoid 

approaching traffic in order to reach my own street, 

Brunstane Gardens. I now feel safe if I have to walk on the 

road when the pavement is crowded by pedestrians or 

prams. Significant decrease

As per my previous comments there is a marked 

difference in the amount of traffic travelling on Brunstane 

Road. However I have observed that a large proportion of 

the traffic which does enter the road has ignored the road 

closure sign. There would be even less traffic if people 

observed the signs. Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

I cycle this route to my gym regularly and there has been 

a huge reduction in traffic volumes in this area making it 

a more pleasant and safer place to cycle, Significant decrease Neither agree nor disagree

I have not noticed an increase in traffic in the surrounding 

streets Strongly agree Yes

I prefer to cycle or walk to the gym now rather than take 

the car Yes

Less layers of consultation are required. More areas 

would benefit from these schemes. Communicate the 

positives of these schemes to the public. Magdelene, the 

durhams and Mountcastle would benefit from a similar 

approach.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Our area of Portobello - just off the High Street - has 

become totally chaotic and congested. Significant increase

At times I find it impossible to exit our area on to the 

Hugh Street - the constant traffic jam leaves our area 

mire polluted fir our children walking / cycling anywhere. Strongly disagree

It has been a very negative experience which was 

introduced against the consultation within the 

community. Strongly disagree

As keen environmentalists we object to having the flow of 

traffic on the High Street become a source of continual 

pollution rather than have a better developed system if 

traffic management. Yes We only do this in the prom or the Pentlands. No

I would like the Council to properly assess the traffic 

throughout portobello / Joppa to ensure a well organised, 

fair system - nit I e that only reacts to the ‘wants’ if the 

few!! As above

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The traffic volumes have increased significantly in my 

area, increasing the risk of accidents. Milton drive has 

cars entering from Milton road east regularly & seen a 

number of near misses & cars mounting pavements to 

avoid oncoming traffic the speed cars come up the road 

due to frustration & confusion of the new layout has also 

increased risk to drives & pedestrians. Significant increase

See above Milton drive. The traffic on Milton road east 

has increased significantly & its difficult trying to get out 

our drive due to this. This is due to the first left turn on 

Milton road east being more than halfway done the road. 

Residents of collisdene now have to use this route and 

we’ve seen a large increase of delivery vans / lorries too.  

The impact to us has been significant with increased 

traffic outside our home & walking areas around 

collisdene being more congested with difficulty crossing 

collisdene due to increased traffic volumes. Collisdene 

junction with Joppa road is now a main road with 

increased volumes of traffic travelling at spears up the hill. Strongly disagree

I don’t believe these changes would have impacted roads 

outside this area Strongly disagree

Increased journey time / fuel for all people living in the 

area due to rerouting. On Milton drive there are often 

significant queues to get out the road with cars burning 

fuel & pollution into surrounding areas.  We’ve noticed 

more waste & dirt on our pavements and our cars & 

windows are dirtier due to significant increased volumes 

of cars outside our home. Yes

Harder to cross roads safely due to increased volumes in 

particular collisdene area. The pedestrian crossing is used 

more frequently due to volumes of traffic on Milton road 

east. Collisdene hill & collisdene drive and particularly 

difficult to cross due to traffic volumes throughout the 

day. Speed & volume of vehicles. No

Milton terrace being the first junction is a problem.  

Milton drive is unsafe with drivers still turning left 

despite no entry sign.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The trial has been a disaster. It has increased CO2 

emissions, displaced traffic into a residential area, 

increased response times for emergency vehicles, 

disrupted driving lessons and alienated a community 

from its council. Significant increase

The volume of traffic on St Mary's Place  has increased 

due to traffic displacement. There has been a crash 

directly outside my house where a car was written off. Strongly disagree

We have seen increased traffic in St Mary's Place and 

Argyle Crescent as traffic avoids the increasingly 

congested High Street. Traffic on Brighton Place is also 

affected. Strongly disagree

The 1.7 mile suggested detour, undertaken by 1500 

vehicles per day, with an average CO2 of 140kg per 

kilometre equates to an annual increase in CO2 emissions 

of 210,000kg of CO2. There is ncreased noise and air 

pollution in surrounding streets. The scheme is an 

environmental disaster. No

My daughter was hit by a car that was trying to turn at 

the bottom of Brunstane Road where the road is blocked. 

The scheme is dangerous for pedestrians. My car suffered 

several thousand pounds worth of damage in an accident 

on Mikton Road as vehicles tried to navigate the new 

restrictions and my van was hit by a car using my street 

because it could not use Brunstane Road. Our streets are 

no longer safe for pedestrians and cyclists. No

The decision by the council to close the road, in the face 

of local opposition, has led to a deep distrust in local 

politicians and a real opposition to other, more 

reasonable traffic schemes. The scheme should be 

abandoned now.

There was clear opposition from the local community 

with many genuine concerns, which were rejected out of 

hand. Listening to local concerns would be a start.

As an individual  Agree Our street is much quieter. Significant decrease

Coillesdene Crescent is no longer used as a ‘rat run’. 

It used to have a constant flow of cars, often exceeding 

the speed limit. Don’t know.

I assume that Brighton Place,  the High St and Milton 

Road are busier. Disagree

There is more air pollution as there are the same number 

of cars but they are having to travel further. No We have always walked unless we have to use the car. No

The simplest way to resolve the traffic problem for the 

whole community is to make Brunstane Road South a 

one-way street, going from Milton Road towards 

Abercorn terrace while keeping the existing road 

restrictions in place in the Coillesdene area.

This would be a fairer solution for the residents of Milton 

Drive and Milton Terrace who at present are experiencing 

a greatly increased volume of traffic.

Consultation meetings are essential but only valid if the 

views of residents are taken on board.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly agree

-Antisocial behaviour has been reduced.

-Pollution (noise/air) has been reduced. Air pollution has 

likely been reduced due to the more efficient route rather 

than up a steeper hill (Brunstane Road) and the number 

of general obstacles; bridge etc.

-Pedestrian access over the bridge is safer as people can 

safely walk on the road.

-Bicycle use has increased. 

-Car damage has been reduced. Significant decrease

Brunstane Road has been closed so through traffic has 

been moved to more appropriate routes. Strongly agree

Closure of the road has made people consider the 

infrastructure in which they live and the choices of travel. 

By closing the road, journeys which may have previously 

been made by car are now being made on foot or by bike. 

By reducing some journeys it has supported a reduction 

in car use in the city and helped Portobello focus on 

people, not cars. Strongly agree

"Environment" is a wide-ranging word. I believe the 

closure diverts traffic volumes to roads better suited to 

handle such traffic, in terms of noise and air pollution 

they would likely have been reduced due to the efficiency 

of the diversion. Due to the way engines work, stop-

starting up a steep hill would have significantly more 

impact on a car (brake pads, fuel) than maintaining a 

speed through the diversion. Yes We have walked and cycled significantly more than before. Yes

If traffic has increased in the Coillesdenes then close that 

cut-through as well.

I appreciate people outwith the area do not want the 

road closed as it would lead to an increased distance to 

drive in the car. However, I think there are overarching 

mitigating circumstances that justify the closure, such as.

Safety: The road has not yet had a serious accident. If 

yellow lines were implemented for a passing place, this 

would increase the speed of traffic, which is against policy 

and also increase the risk of an accident so I don’t believe 

this is feasible. Similarly, the same issues arrive if made 

one way.

Reduce pollution: The proposed alternative route would 

is likely to incur fewer stops and stars and would be 

better suited to the current and future traffic volume.

-Policy:

The council LDP seeks Edinburgh to be a place where you 

do not need to own a car to get around. Brunstane Train 

station is located at the top of Brustane Road, there is 

limited parking for cars which means people generally 

have to walk or cycle there. Brunstane Road is the main 

access from Portobello so closure would improve the 

safety of the journey and encourage people to change 

their mode of transport whether on foot or bike.

The proposed LDP also states “where the streets are for 

people, not cars, and accessible and pleasant places to 

As an individual  Strongly agree

We are no longer subjected to road rage on a daily basis - 

in the past I would hear aggressive loud profanities from 

drivers who became frustrated when the road became 

grid locked. As a result my mental health and in particular 

my anxiety has improved.

I feel reassured that carers, ambulances and other 

emergency vehicles can now gain access to our street 

without being stuck in a traffic jam.

I can walk down the street without the fear of a car or 

worse a heavy goods vehicle or coach mounting the 

pavement.

Children can walk and cycle to school in safety

Older residents also can cross the road more safely

There is a safe route from the bus and train station to the 

beach and in the summer when it was busy the street 

was the main route to and the from the prom

Cars don’t tend to park on the pavement as much as 

there is no longer the daily damage to cars from lorries 

and coaches using the street as a short cut

There is an increase In community engagement in general 

as more people walk up and down the street as it is a safe 

route, Significant decrease

My daughters asthma has improved as we no longer have 

the fumes from heavy traffic

Noise is the main improvement - with a significant 

decrease in horns being sounded and shouting from early 

morning

My car has not been damaged since the trial whereas my 

car was damaged in the past every few weeks Strongly agree

There is an increased sense of community 

There are more walkers and cyclists using the street to 

access the train station and the prom

I see more children walking and cycling in the street

Easier access for carers and emergency services

Easier access for refuge services

Easier and safer access for postal deliveries and other 

delivery services Strongly agree

More children and adults are walking and cycling 

People use their car less because it can be quicker to walk 

if going on a short journey whereas in the past the might 

have gone by car

There are less emissions caused by cars sitting with their 

engines running

More people are spending time in their front garden Yes I walk much more because it is now a pleasant walk Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

Closure of Brunstane road by the railway bridge 

significantly reduced car air pollution at that area, which 

was particularly bad when cars were waiting on either 

side of the bridge with engines on.

You could strongly smell fumes.

Also big reduction of noise pollution by reducing traffic 

and generally making brunstane Road safer for children to 

cross over and cycle daily to school.

Whole area generally calmed down and is much more 

healthy and pleasant place to live inn. Cars seems to be 

more aware of cyclist and pedestrians as they are not 

“rushing” out of Joppa on bypass or up to the city centre.

Also reducing speed limit in the area and installing traffic 

lights at the Brunstane road and Joppa road Crossroad 

helped to create safer place for cyclists and young 

children giving them them opportunity for save passage 

and  independence on the way to school. Significant decrease

The traffic seems to decreased and cars are driving with 

more awareness of their surroundings. Strongly agree

The main traffic is on Joppa road, where the cars has good 

visibility and speed limit, which makes whole Portobello 

safer. Additionally light speed control reminders could be 

installed to remind cars approaching Portobello and 

Joppa of 20 miles speed limit area. Strongly agree Yes

We generally cycle more and buy food locally rather than 

commuting to big supermarkets in car. Yes

We all have same aim, to reduce carbon emotions, we 

need to

make changes to make this happen.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I don’t care if brunstane road is closed I do think one way 

would have been beneficial for the trial though, closing 

the other roads in Coillesdene is not helpful makes small 

streets really busy and it’s still not properly signposted 

on the Coillesdene side.

It is not helpful to emergency services ot could cost life’s 

as it takes extra time to get to streets and not great for 

the environment as people have to double the journey. No change

It was a lot busier at the start and it’s hard to tell now as 

people still go along the crescent then realise they can’t 

get out or come up the street to go onto the Milton road 

and can’t do it really hard to say. Strongly disagree

It doesn’t leave a lot of streets to able drives to get out of 

portobello Joppa area. Strongly disagree

People have to travel longer putting more fumes into the 

air. It’s definitely not having a good impacted on the 

environment. No No

A huge majority said No in the first place but it was still 

put ahead. I do not see any benefit to these road closers

If you do a consultation listen to the out come in the first 

place and the thoughts from the emergency services too. 

As what’s the point in a consultation and a huge majority 

says it’s not a good idea and then you just go ahead with 

it anyway.

As an individual  Strongly disagree No change Disagree

Significantly greater Co2 emissions have resulted from 

the increased journeys made by those now having to 

drive to Eastfield to access Portobello (and vice versa). Strongly disagree

As noted above, these changes have undoubtedly 

resulted in an increase in CO2 emissions as a result of the 

significantly longer journeys required. No No

The council must consider alternative options such as 

passing places or a "shared space" road/pavement 

environment, e.g. where chevron parking is permitted on 

one side of the road. Even a one way option would be 

better than nothing. The - immediately imposed - 

temporary closure was a knee jerk reaction that most 

respondents of the previous consultation were expressly 

opposed to.

Previous consultations have elected to ignore the views 

of the majority. I would appreciate it if future 

consultations for similar schemes listened to and 

reviewed suggestions proposed by those who have taken 

the time to respond, and often offer alternative solutions, 

which may benefit more of the people, more of the time.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I have failed to see any benefit from the changes 

implemented. Slight increase Strongly disagree

The trial has simply shifted a problem and helped create a 

worse one. Strongly disagree

More cars are now using less side streets for access to 

their homes. No No

I feel the closures to Milton Drive. Milton Terrace and the 

junction at Coillesdene Crescent have had a negative 

impact. This has forced traffic to now use one side street 

when turning left off Milton Rd East.  I understand 

Brunstane Road is a very narrow street, perhaps making it 

one way only may help avoid congestion?

It would be good if all residents in the surrounding areas 

who may be affected by traffic changes were informed of 

them in advance as I had no idea about these road 

closures until confronted with them. Perhaps a letterbox 

drop outlining  proposals followed by a residents meeting 

in Coillesdene community centre to discuss proposals?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I live at the corner of Argyle Crescent and Brunstane 

Road. I regularly use facilities at Fort Kinnaird and visit 

family in Hawick.  To reach Milton Link in my car I now 

have to drive an extra 2.5 miles per  journey which apart 

from the time inconvenience has undoubtedly had a 

negative impact on environment. I am not able to use a 

bike. No change Don’t know. Strongly disagree

Significant increase in journey distance/times inevitably 

adds to increases in emissions No No

Brunstane Road could be one way from the access point 

at Milton Road. Speed bumps or some other calming 

measure could be deployed to reduce traffic speed.

A much wider notification of proposed measures to allow 

feedback BEFORE implementation Invite residents to 

meetings to discuss pros and cons of situation and 

actively work to find solutions to problems that benefit 

the MAJORITY.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Since the temporary measures have been put in place, as 

a cyclist I have had far more dangerous journeys in the 

area due to drivers trying to cut round the diversion 

faster, not paying attention to road signs and residents of 

brunstane road not paying attention to cyclists using 

their road to pass through. Significant increase We have also had a problem with speeding cars Strongly disagree

It just seems to move disruption and irritate drivers 

making it more dangerous to cross roads with our 

children etc Strongly disagree

Traffic seems heavier and buses next to impossible to get 

anywhere on time across Portobello No Cycling feels more dangerous No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Covid fears are still impacting and increasing the use of 

motor vehicles, rather than more travel on public 

transport, and our roads remain clogged with traffic.  In 

light of this, I strongly see the failure to acknowledge that 

limiting road use, especially in privileged residential areas, 

is highly detrimental.  I try very hard to limit my own car 

use but still experience significant disruption to my travel 

plans and access in and out of Portobello has been 

severely impeded.  It has also meant that traffic builds up 

due to the limit on previously accessible routes which 

also adds to pollution levels as more vehicles are forced 

to queue on the limited alternative routes.

For the avoidance of doubt, this trial has been disastrous 

and serves only to advantage a group of residents and 

home owners who already benefit from significant help 

from the public pot.  Moreover, these same residents 

have done nothing to reduce their individual ownership 

of vehicles.  As I have said in many, many consultations, 

until the Council, and possibly the government, takes a 

wider view and steps to combat vehicle reliance, 

problems like these will continue to grow with the 

already disenfranchised becoming more and more 

sidelined. Not Answered

I do not live close enough to the location to answer this 

question other than to say that I see traffic build-up when 

I am in the area and that nearby streets are quite 

obviously affected with rat-run activities inevitable, as 

predicted prior to the decision to limit access to a 

discreet number of streets - the squeaky gate getting the 

oil is the apt phrase. Strongly disagree see above Strongly disagree

This trial has NOT limited vehicle use, especially by the 

residents who have uniquely  benefited from it.  As said 

above, the environment has been adversely affected with 

idling rates, as traffic waits to travel via alternative roads, 

are adding to pollution levels, etc..  This is not rocket-

science!

I cannot overstate how angry I feel that an administration 

is able to be defeated by a small, entitled group of 

residents into action that has no wider benefit within the 

community or the city. No

As already mentioned, my car use is minimal and I only 

travel around the trial area when I have no option and 

have been significantly limited during the period it has 

been operational.  I walk, cycle and use the bus far more 

often that I use my car and this has not changed recently 

but my awareness of the negative impact has been 

heightened over the months.  It is not working. No

A better approach, city-wide, is required. It is not good 

enough for the Council to impose piecemeal 'rules' which 

are unpopular and costly, on a number of levels, not just 

economically.  The number of measures introduced and 

back-tracked on in Edinburgh has been disappointing and 

this engenders a feeling that the Council's right hand does 

not know what the left is doing.  It is just not professional 

or competent.

As stated above, the only way to ensure traffic 

management, and other schemes, are well-operated and 

well-received by citizens, is to develop a city wide plan 

(with alternatives) and consult widely.  Thereafter, it is 

ESSENTIAL that all suitable feedback is properly 

considered and taken on board.  As far as I can see, the 

way things currently operate is for the powers that be, 

along with a cosy cabal, agree what is their interests, 

from the safety of a locked room.  There, only easy 

delivery and maximum profit for those who have the ear 

of the planners/council/government, etc., rather than 

proper considerations of cost effectiveness and quality, 

are the principal motivating factors.  Until the long view is 

taken with the city's effective, sustainable future and its 

citizens being at the centre of all decision-making, there 

really is no hope.  The utter chaos everyday people 

currently face, whether it be navigating tramworks just to 

get to work on the bus or to figure out the never-ending 

road closures, without diversion signs in many cases, has 

to be experienced to be believed.  Our city deserves 

better.

As an individual  Strongly agree

Provides safe and pleasant environment, pedestrian and 

local traffic usage. Slight decrease New to area so not able to compare Strongly agree

Clear delineation of local traffic and promoting local 

usage vs through traffic taking advantage with no local 

benefit Strongly agree

Reduction in emissions, encouraged planting and 

enhancements Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Neither agree nor disagree Slight decrease Neither agree nor disagree Neither agree nor disagree No No

I would suggest that brunstane road is made a 1 way 

rather than shut off completely.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

To appease the residents of one street, 4 other streets are 

closed to traffic, to people living in these streets! Taking a 

problem and moving it elsewhere is not a solution! 

I’ve driven up and down brunstane road for almost 50 

years and have never once seen a collision, an altercation 

or indeed had an altercation with another driver or a 

parked vehicle damaged as a result of two way traffic as is 

claimed by the residents of brunstane road! For many 

people, the simple answer is to make brunstane road one 

way down to the bridge, then two way from the bridge to 

the high street. If vehicles are damaged then it can only 

be done by the huge bin lorries using the street and then 

being forced to U turn at the bridge to go back up! 

Another solution would be for brunstane residents to 

give up what little front garden that have and take the 

pavement back two feet on either side then there would 

be ample room for cars to pass unhindered! One wonders 

who in the council sanctioned this closure and why? 

There have been whispers that some residents are 

friendly with a councillor(s) or that councillor(s) live in the 

street! So if this nonsense is to continue then the top half 

should at least be one way down towards portobello! Significant increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

To get to the south of Milton road and back I now have a 

two mile detour. If that’s good for the environment then I 

don’t know what’s bad! No No Yes, listen to the people!
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

I understood that the point of this closure was to 

encourage people to use their cars less and work towards 

a more sustainable way of transport. However, the reality 

is that I have to travel 2KM more every time I want to go 

to the top of the road I live on. 

The reasons I would be accessing that road would be to 

join the Bypass for a longer journey, going to the 

supermarket to do a weekly shop for my family, fuelling 

my car or accessing Fort Kinnaird. These are all journeys 

which require me to drive. On top of this, I transport 6 

children and their instruments to a music class every 

Tuesday and collect them. I have to drive an additional 

4km to do this also (both journeys).

The closure is based on ableist views, that residents of 

Portobello are able to walk or cycle and do not have any 

time constraints. It is also elitist as it only benefits very 

few people (ie those residents at the top of Brunstane 

Road (many of whom have 2 cars, I should point out).

The exit and entry points on the Coillesdene's are both 

dangerous. On the majority of days, there is a van parked 

on Milton Road which restricts the view of oncoming 

traffic when exiting from the Coillesdene's. As Milton 

Road is a 40mph limit, oncoming traffic can appear out of 

nowhere and has caused a number of near misses.

No change

Have worked from home for 10 years I am in a strong 

position to comment on this as my office looks out onto 

Brunstane Road.

I have discerned no significant change in the volume of 

traffic as the lower part of the road is still being used as a 

link between Milton Road and Portobello High Street, 

albeit by a more circuitous route.

What has become apparent is the speed of the cars and 

lack of indication used by drivers as they assume that 

there will be no traffic coming from other directions. 

The reality is that Brunstane Road is the same width at 

the lower part of the road (from the Argyle Crescent 

crossroad to just after number 8, where the road widens 

out as it si at the top where hit has been closed. The 

difference is that the residents on the even numbers side 

have given up parts of their gardens to use as driveways. 

If we all chose to park on the road, the same situation 

would exist as at the top of the road. Would the entire 

road therefore be closed? Surely this would have to be 

the case for the sake of equality and fairness, and non 

favouritism???

In addition, cyclists now take little care as they feel that it 

is 'their road' (I have been told this on numerous 

occasions by them) and not really for cars. They travel at Strongly disagree

I cannot see any positive impact. We constantly see 

people illegally turning on the High Street as they notice 

the sign too late.

The volume of traffic on the High Street has increased and 

considerably more traffic jams, where cars are sitting 

emitting gasses which is surely counter-intuitive to the 

latest reason given for the road closure? Strongly disagree

There is the same volume of traffic on the road, it just is 

on the road for longer, thus causing more emissions, not 

less. Ridiculous. No

As above, the reason I would drive up to Milton Road are 

for long journeys, accessing the bypass, doing a weekly or 

monthly food shop, accessing the shopping park or taking 

my children to hospital. No

No other options have been explored or considered, 

despite the huge majority of residents being against the 

road closing. It was a fait accompli rather than a 

consultation.

Why not paint yellow lines in a couple of places further 

up the road so that they can be used as passing places? If 

the will of the residents there is to use cars less, perhaps 

a number of them who have two cars could get rid of one 

of them and give up a parking space for the greater good 

of the community?

Was a one way only considered?

Or a height restriction  at the bridge making it accessible 

to cars only and lorries making a delivery to a resident?

I'm sure there are many other options.

The situation is not to the benefit of the masses, not to 

the greater good of the community but the few, making it 

selfish and elitist. It is based on an ableist view that 

people are able to access buses or walk or cycle.

An actual consultation with options considered rather 

than the fait accompli that this has been would be a start.

Something which doesn't appear to be corrupt and 

actually listens to the views they have 'consulted' on, 

including that of the emergency services.

As an individual  Strongly agree No change Agree

Though it does seem to have increased traffic at the Kings 

Road junction and on Portobello High Street. Particularly 

with the change to the left turn onto Sir Harry Lauder 

Road. Neither agree nor disagree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly disagree

You have pushed traffic onto other roads causing 

congestion. Significant increase Have seen marked increase in traffic. Strongly disagree

Caused traffic increase on other roads. Traffic having to 

take longer routes which in turn increases fuel 

consumption and emissions. Strongly disagree

Traffic having to take longer routes which in turn 

increases fuel consumption and emissions. No No

Modification - make Brunstane Road one way in direction 

of Milton Road to Portobello Road. Remove obstacles 

from Coillesdene area.

Make more accessible to people.  If you are not linked to 

community groups, Facebook, twitter or other social 

media then you miss out on consultations.  I only heard 

of the consultation by word of mouth, otherwise I would 

have missed it.

Consider those who are not computer minded.  Good old 

fashioned Royal Mail.

On implementation - make sure you inform people who 

have responded to your consultation the responses 

received and outcomes. I have not been aware of 

decisions made as a result of consultations - just receive 

an email acknowledging receipt of consultation. NEED TO 

BE TRANSPARENT IN EVERYTHING

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Traffic forced to use other routes and in turn causing 

increased traffic on other roads. Significant increase Increased traffic. Strongly disagree

No positive impact - just dispersing traffic and causing 

road congestion on other roads. Strongly disagree

Forcing drivers to make longer journeys which means 

greater fuel consumption and greater emissions from 

cars. Not environmentally friendly!  Cars will never 

disappear, no matter how much the Council want them 

too. No

Not able to cycle due to health, limited walking (not 

increased as a result of trial).  Again - health issues. No

Remove blockages from Coillesdene area and make 

Brunstane Road one way

Royal mail - for those who don't use computers. Use 

Braile and other community languages when sending out 

consultation via royal mail.

Email those who have previously taken part in 

consultations regarding future consultations and 

outcomes of closed consultations as information is not 

always picked up via social media.

The Council need to be transparent.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have caused confusion. Emergency vehicles 

getting stuck/blocked. The change has Just moved the 

problem to another area. Dangerous events with vehicles 

coming off Milton Road. Also considerable increase in 

time and fuel use to negotiate the change. No change Strongly disagree I see more congestion / traffic on Portobello High Street. Disagree No No

As an individual  Agree No change Strongly agree Strongly agree Yes Yes

As an individual  Strongly agree

I was not convinced by the ETRO to begin with but l find 

that driving a little further actually makes my car journey 

times more predictable, as l'm not getting stuck in or at 

the top of Brunstane Road.

There appears to me to be less traffic in the area 

generally.  It is more pleasant to walk and drive in. Significant decrease

Argyle Crescent is much, much quieter in terms of 

vehicles. As those that come through now seem less likely 

to speed and more likely to adhere to the 20 mph limit.

The improvement is especially noticeable in the morning 

rush hours. Strongly agree

There seem to be fewer cars using the area as a through 

rat-run doing the zig zag round to Mount Lodge and over 

the High Street to come back out the top of Bath Street. Strongly agree

I think there still seem to be more people walking after 

Covid. Some still walk on the road (although that's not 

always a good thing). No

Unfortunately not, but that is due to a job change which 

involves a car commute as public transport links have not 

fully recovered so as to provide a viable alternative. Yes

The road surfaces in both the up and down streets 

already needed resurfacing even before the trial.

The signage was very slow to go up, which caused a lot of 

confusion in the beginning. As soon as the proper No 

Entry signs went up, it improved. Signage needs to be 

better thought out and implemented right from the start.

People not from the area won't know the names of 

streets so those signs are less helpful.

SatNav may not take account of an ETRO, which may have 

contributed to confusion?

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes will be beneficial to the residents of the part 

of Brunstane Road south of the railway bridge should the 

closure at the bridge be made permanent as the council 

will have caused the betterment in values of these 

properties. Very few, if any, of the residents moved into 

Brunstane Road without knowing the narrowness of one 

of only four main accesses into Portobello and the prices 

paid reflected this. The council will, in effect, create a 

reserved parking area for the residents of the street when 

a CPZ is proposed for other parts of Portobello.

The improvement for the few has been gained at the 

expense of the many who now have to make longer 

journeys into Portobello when arriving from the south 

and east along the A1 – and vice versa. This has increased 

fuel consumption with the resultant increase in pollution 

at a time when the council has the stated aim of reducing 

pollution in our streets. The traffic that used Brunstane 

Road has simply been displaced to other roads to the 

detriment of those who live in those streets.   

I regularly used Brunstane Road to get to the Portobello 

Baths after work, coming from the A1. Rarely was there a 

difficulty in getting down the road as I or other motorists 

gave way. The reported road rage and damage to cars is 

no more than comparable streets. I had a car written off 

whilst parked in East Claremont Street by another 

motorist, these things happen. Slight increase

For the majority of residents there will be no change as 

their street will not be affected so is this question aimed 

at trying to show a majority have not suffered an 

increase? The issue is that displaced traffic has to use a 

few streets into Portobello. I have noticed a marked 

increase in traffic in Brighton Place despite the major 

roadworks causing disruption at Mountcastle Road North 

and Mountcastle Road South. Strongly disagree

There has been no positive impact and certainly a 

negative impact on the increased traffic in Brighton Place. 

Brighton Place is a safe route to school since primary 

school children were moved to Duddingston Primary 

School but throughout the whole of this process no 

acknowledgment of this has been made by the council. In 

fact, at one of the initial meetings, the road engineer 

stated that Brighton Place would not be affected. The 

increased traffic has now been added to by more LGVs 

using Brighton Place as the left turn onto Sir Harry Lauder 

Road has been banned.

It has been argued by the some in the cycling lobby that 

closing Brunstane Road would lead to traffic reduction 

overall. The closing of one main access road only 

displaces traffic. There has been no overall proposal for 

managing traffic in Portobello and until there is a 

concerted effort to stop through traffic no reduction will 

be achieved.

I have noticed that Duddingston Park has experienced 

increased traffic as at the traffic light junction with Milton 

Road it is often now necessary, outside peak periods, to 

wait for three light phase changes before clearing the 

junction. Strongly disagree

The changes have had a positive impact on the immediate 

environment for residents of Brunstane Road, but only 

them. The street is quieter and they have free parking 

with lesser risk of traffic congestion. For the rest of us 

there must be increased air pollution from the increased 

mileage residents are forced to travel. The increased 

combined fuel consumed, be it petrol, diesel or electric, 

has a negative effect on any attempt to reduce our 

consumption. No

No. As someone who walks and cycles round Portobello, I 

do not believe that closing this one section of road will 

encourage the wider population to walk, wheel or cycle 

more despite what the cycling pressure group might say. 

There may be an increase of these activities for those 

living in Brunstane Road as they find it less convenient to 

use the car to get to Portobello over the railway bridge. No

No. The closure of Brunstane Road had been a pet project 

of a former councillor. Other councillors were ambushed 

into supporting the closure without considering the wider 

effects for their other constituents and an overall traffic 

management plan for Portobello. The possible closure of 

Brunstane Road should be considered as part of a holistic 

approach to traffic management and reduction in car 

usage for the whole of Portobello and Joppa.

It is noted that this project has borne several titles during 

its life and has changed from simply being about the 

closure of Brunstane Road to a supposed traffic calming 

project for the Coillesdenes with the closure of Brunstane 

Road secondary. This is like the council grasping at straws 

to make this project wider than what it really is – there 

was no clamour for traffic management in the 

Coillesdenes before the temporary closure of Brunstane 

Road and displacement of traffic during the roadworks in 

Brighton Place.

The council has also tried to find justification for closing 

Brunstane Road with the expected increase in traffic 

generated by the New Brunstane development of over 

1300 houses. It really would have been of more use by 

council traffic officers to raise this point at the time the 

council was considering giving consent to this new 

development and yet the Transport Section stated that 

there would be no problem.

First of all do not start with the solution and then 

summarily dismiss any alternatives that might emerge at 

a later stage. For example, the suggestion of a one-way 

system was dismissed because it would encourage drivers 

to speed despite the road being a 20mph speed limit with 

speed humps. And yet no problems of speeding were 

raised when the council proposed that Restalrig Road 

South (Smokey Brae) should become one-way.

In holding a public meeting do not exclude those who 

have an interest in the proposal from taking part. Traffic 

schemes affect a wider area and there may be issues that 

local residents have knowledge of that are not known to a 

traffic engineer.

Be open to suggestions from members of the public and 

before assessing any suggestions, take a step back, try to 

see the point being made from another’s point of view 

and then check that the answer given is logical and 

understandable.

Do not simply dismiss legitimate concerns of members of 

the public. The traffic engineer initially involved in the 

consultation refused to accept that traffic would be 

displaced from Brunstane Road and would not use the 

other south to north access to Portobello. He claimed 

there would be no effect on other roads but could not say 

where the displaced traffic would go.

Try to approach a scheme by taking the community along 

with you through workshops and other promotional 

events. This process has felt like the council were 

As an individual  Strongly disagree

We have a child in a private nursery in Portobello High 

Street, our nearest private nursery. It's now adding over a 

mile each way to do drop offs, plus the additional time No change Strongly disagree

There are now too much traffic going through Coillesdene 

area Strongly disagree

Cars driving longer, sitting in traffic longer would never 

have a positive effect on the environment No Not to Portobello from our house No

A one way system would likely be the best option for 

locals and also any emergency services needing to move 

through the area.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes have all been negative, with a significant 

increase in traffic in my area, long queues and impatient 

and aggressive behaviour on the part of drivers at times, 

making it a less pleasant and more dangerous 

environment to walk, cycle or even drive around.

It also takes longer to get from Milton Road to the high 

street and vice versa, with drivers having to go a long way 

out of their way due to a main south/north arterial route 

being closed off.  This adds more to journey times, 

increases congestion and worsens vehicular emissions. 

There was a recent incident where an ambulance was 

called to Brunstane Road but went to the wrong end and 

had to do a long diversion to get to the patient at the 

other end of the street. This sort of delay could mean the 

difference between life and death. Significant increase

I live in the Brightons/Rosefield area and there has been a 

marked increase in vehicular in traffic in Brighton Place 

since the closure of Brunstane Road. This means more 

traffic queues, air pollution and congestion. There has 

been more impatience on the part of drivers as a result 

with more altercations and road rage incidents due to 

people being too impatient to follow the signage for 

priorities under the rail bridge that links Brighton Place 

and Southfield Place.  

As a result of the Council's slowness to deal with the 

problem of people parking on the non-residential side of 

Southfield Place there have been many instances of traffic 

being completely gridlocked and stationary, with utter 

chaos at times. Strongly disagree

See my comments about the area around Brighton Place.

There is significantly more volume of traffic, congestion 

and air pollution on the Brighton Place/Southfield 

Place/Duddingston Park South route, now the only 

south/north axis in and out of Portobello (Brunstane 

Road having been blocked off).  Traffic queues are long at 

times and is traffic is often at a complete standstill.  

Traffic has been displaced from Brunstane Road to benefit 

the few at the expense of the many.

The Brighton Place and Southfield Place route is supposed 

to be a safe route to school, a point routinely ignored by 

officers who seem more concerned about alleged damage 

to cars in Brunstane Road than children's safety.  

Hundreds of children and their parents/carers use this 

route to access various schools and nurseries but their 

increased risk of accidents from the increase in vehicles 

on this route seems not to matter one jot to officers or 

councillors. Strongly disagree

As people have to drive longer (at least 10-15 minutes in 

my case) to get around the Brunstane Road closure and 

other restrictions it lengthens journey times, adding to 

congestion, worsening air pollution, increasing fuel 

consumption and toxic vehicle emissions.  All this serves 

to exacerbate climate change.   It has not led to any 

reduction in vehicle numbers, only the displacement of 

traffic that used to go down Brunstane Road onto other 

routes, including Brighton Place, a residential street and 

supposedly safe route to school, increasing air pollution 

and traffic congestion, to the detriment of the 

environment and all residents and users of this street. No

This was never about reducing car use.  It was to placate a 

minority pressure group who didn't want traffic going 

past their houses and were quite happy to push it onto 

other areas and to hell with the consequences. No

This trial should be halted immediately and Brunstane 

Road re-opened to through traffic without delay.

 

The trial has made traffic congestion, air pollution and the 

risk of accidents worse in the area I live in, making it a 

less pleasant and less safe place to live.  All the trial has 

done is pander to an extremely vocal minority who don't 

want any traffic passing their doors and are completely 

unwilling to compromise by trying other measures such 

as a one-way system, parking on only one side of the road 

or pavement build-outs (such as are to be found in Bath 

Street) that slow traffic down significantly.  A now retired 

councillor who lives just off Brunstane Road was secretly 

lobbying for the closure of the street as far back as 2018.  

Back then, an officer said that if community support 

could be drummed up it could happen but in reality 80% 

of those who completed the council's consultation were 

against the closure.   The council's argument that this is 

balanced out by the fact that 80% of Brunstane Road 

residents support the closure is an utterly false 

equivalence.

The council should not decide in advance to implement 

an action such as the closure of Brunstane Road and, go 

through a sham consultation exercise and then ignore 

and set aside all objections and disregard all factual 

arguments made by the people who will be negatively 

affected by it.

The consultations have been utterly meaningless as, 

despite the vast majority wanting the road to remain 

open and most Coillesdene residents opposing the 

closure, we have been had our views ignored and have 

been lectured about the "tyranny of the majority" and 

the fact that it wasn't a referendum.  What then was the 

point of the consultations as all constructive suggestions, 

such as Portobello-wide monitoring of the whole road 

network, to cite just one example, have been rejected out 

of hand without solid reasons provided as to why?

The way the council has gone about this has been deeply 

divisive, setting one group of residents against another 

and pandering to a favoured few instead of listening to 

the views of the majority who oppose this closure for 

very good reason.  This is not a traffic calming measure, it 

is a traffic-displacement measure. 

Listen to local views from the people who use the streets 

on a daily basis and know how the local road system 

works and the traffic behaves. Officers should treat local 

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

As an individual  Strongly disagree

It hasn't ultimately reduced the amount of traffic in the 

area, just dispersed it throughout the Coillesdene area. It 

has hampered emergency services. I have personally had 

several near misses with cars attempting to turn left 

where there is a no entry planter. No change

I don't live in the are affected. I live close to the sea. But I 

regularly access the A1 and notice that there is far more 

traffic along Coillesdene Avenue where I used to live Strongly disagree

There is no right filter when turning from Eastfield on to 

Milton Road, if one hasn't taken the circuitous 

Coillesdene route, and that turn can be quite tricky at 

busy times Strongly disagree No No

There are 4 ways that bottleneck issues on Brunstane 

Road could be prevented/minimised.

1. Make it one way northbound over the railway bridge.

or 2. No right turns from Brunstane Road on to Milton 

Road (either permanently or during bus lane operating 

hours)

and/or 3. Put cameras on the yellow box junction 

and/or 4. Limit parking on Brunstane Road to prevent 

pavement parking (which is ultimately why that road has 

been s problematic in the past)

Far better awareness and publicity to those living in the 

whole area, not just the residents of a couple of streets. 

These measure have impacted the residents of Portobello 

greatly.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

Please cross-reference this response with my earlier 

response: 

ID is ANON-UJDE-HT2H-X.  

Spokes Porty, a local cycling pressure group, who were 

advocates of this road closure,  carried out traffic counts 

in Brighton Place in May of this year and found that 

traffic volumes had increased since counts in the previous 

year: cars had increased by 12% and commercial vehicles 

by 17%, Please see this link to their site for a breakdown 

of their findings:

https://spokesporty.org/blog/2022/05/traffic-count-

may22/?fbclid=IwAR3OFU9gcHUkiVCWHXhSwkv3CKikZTO

n943ANg08CFd6awP33leninIf1dE

This shows that traffic volumes have increased 

significantly in Brighton Place since the closure of 

Brunstane Road, as observed on a daily basis by local 

residents. This is an unacceptable increase and and has 

led to a reduction in quality of life in the neighbourhood - 

another reason why the decision to close Brunstane Road 

needs to be reversed. Strongly disagree

As No. 7.

Please cross-reference this response with my earlier 

response: 

ID is ANON-UJDE-HT2H-X.  

Spokes Porty, a local cycling pressure group, who were 

advocates of this road closure,  carried out traffic counts 

in Brighton Place in May of this year and found that 

traffic volumes had increased since counts in the previous 

year: cars had increased by 12% and commercial vehicles 

by 17%, Please see this link to their site for a breakdown 

of their findings:

https://spokesporty.org/blog/2022/05/traffic-count-

may22/?fbclid=IwAR3OFU9gcHUkiVCWHXhSwkv3CKikZTO

n943ANg08CFd6awP33leninIf1dE

This shows that traffic volumes have increased 

significantly in Brighton Place since the closure of 

Brunstane Road, as observed on a daily basis by local 

residents. This is an unacceptable increase and and has 

led to a reduction in quality of life in the neighbourhood - 

another reason why the decision to close Brunstane Road 

needs to be reversed. Strongly disagree No No
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The changes made have been largely unbeneficial to 

residents in Joppa due to the blocking off of some roads 

on to Milton Road for no apparent reason Significant increase

Dalkeith Street was mainly used by residents but now 

drivers are using Argyle Crescent, Dalkeith Street and the 

Coillesdene's as a rat run to avoid the increased traffic on 

Joppa Road along to Portobello High Street. Strongly disagree

I can see no positives in the wider Portobello area with 

the closure of Brunstane Road unless you are a resident in 

Brunstane Road and even all of them at NOT in 

agreement. Strongly disagree

I don't see longer car journeys or traffic idling in queues 

on Joppa Road, Portobello High Street or Milton Road as 

a positive impact on the environment No

Still need to use the car as often as I used to for work and 

shopping only the journeys are longer and I still use the 

bus as often as I did before. There has been no change. No

Absolutely not!  I have lived here for 35 years and 

Brunstane Road is at the end of my street and I have 

never felt that Brunstane Road has been suitable for 2 

way traffic.  Brunstane Road was a busy road, but for 

years has had speed bumps, so the problem was never 

speed, only the road being too narrow with parking on 

both sides of the street. Maybe double yellow lines on 

one side of the street would have been a solution 

especially with a good bus service on both Milton Road 

and Joppa Road and also a train service nearby. I 

personally rarely drove up Brunstane Road due to the 

busy junction at the top with poor egress on to Milton 

Road due to the box grid and the traffic lights.  I feel that 

Brunstane Road would best serve the community as a 

whole being a 1 way street going down from Milton Road 

to Joppa Road.

In future, the council should make sure that everyone 

who will be affected by any change should be invited to 

give their views.  I found that only certain streets were 

informed of meetings in a small community hall and I 

often heard of them after the event.  Also, I understand 

that most of the local community were opposed to the 

closure of Brunstane Road but their views have been 

totally ignored.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Brunstane Road should be made one way. The 

closures/partial closures in Coillesdene are useless and 

only increase journey times and are being routinely 

ignored by drivers causing problems. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

The increased journey times for most in the Portobello 

area outweigh any decrease in car use. No I already cycle. No

As an individual  Strongly disagree Significant increase

There has been a significant increase of traffic on our 

street with cars travelling at high speeds through a quiet 

street. There are a lot of children on the street and the 

increases in traffic is very concerning. Strongly disagree

It doesn't seem to make sense that the traffic concerns of 

residents of one street should then have a negative 

impact on so many residents of other streets. Simple 

journeys to Duddingston and the bypass have become 

unnecessarily difficult. Traffic has been pushed to other 

pinch points in the vicinity including Brighton Place. 

Congestion on Portobello High Street has been severely 

impacted. Strongly disagree

The closure hasn't reduced traffic just redirected it to 

create other pinch points in the local area. No No

As an individual  Disagree

Resulted in increased drive time to get to Milton Road/A1 

costing time and petrol. Doesn’t reduce traffic rather 

shifts it along. Caused dangerous behaviour on Milton 

Road with cars illegally turning into one ways. Can see it 

reduced road rage in Brunstane Road. Solution maybe to 

make Brunstane Road one way but open up the next 

Coillesdene for other direction one way traffic. Current 

solution to shift everything far down the Coillesdenes is 

not ideal as leads to much longer drives and wastes time 

and resources. Slight increase Disagree

Shifted traffic to Coillesdenes. Same one way system 

could have been achieved with Brunstane Road and the 

first Coillesdene the other way. Disagree

Negative impact due to having to drive extra miles and 

time spent on longer journey. Not energy / time efficient. No No impact. No

As suggested above. If the one way system is meant to 

stay then should make the closest two streets one ways.

Residents should be widely consulted first and their views 

followed for something like this.

As an individual  Strongly disagree Slight increase Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No No

A one way traffic flow would be much more appropriate 

use of the road.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

These measures have led to drivers taking unnecessarily 

convoluted routes through quiet residential streets, often 

in a state of frustration, to get to what should be nearby 

destinations. It increases emissions, danger to children 

and pedestrians, and time spent in vehicles.  We have 

seen a huge increase in people driving fast down our 

small residential street (Woodside Terrace) and up and 

down Morton Street.  This includes many delivery vans. It 

is not safe and the streets have not been designed for this 

kind of use. Significant increase

Increase in fast, frustrated, dangerous drivers on small 

residential streets. Strongly disagree It has increased traffic in other areas unnecessarily. Strongly disagree

Increased journey times, journey distances, congestion 

and emissions. No

I walked and cycled before, these measures have had no 

effect on these activities. No

The road should be re-opened to normal vehicles as it is a 

key route servicing the area. Consultation feedback should be properly considered

As an individual  Disagree Extra traffic in Colliesdenes and Brighton Place No change Pittville Street is already very busy. Disagree Disagree Traffic now rat running other more residential routes. No No

Have spaced out areas of double- yellow lines in 

Brunstane Road to ensure space for traffic to get past.

As an individual  Agree Brunstane Road no longer feels dangerous to cycle on. Not Answered Don’t know. Strongly agree

Both on Brunstane Road itself and the surrounding area. 

Reducing car use is better for us all, and the closure of 

roads and exits with planters gives a chance for more 

community activity and greenery. Yes Yes

We need stronger enforcement of the traffic restrictions - 

all of the issues I have heard about have been about 

drivers disobeying signs, or speeding. That is the major 

issue.

I think it needs to be made clear that these consultation 

results are just one element that will be fed into the 

decisio   n, along with data and other factors. 

There has been a breakdown of trust over this which is an 

issue. 

I think lessons learned from this - both good and bad 

should be used to inform additional additional road 

closures, particularly in less affluent areas.

As an individual  Strongly disagree

The road closures have increased travel time and distance 

for many residents of Portobello who use the retail 

developments Asda, the Range and the Fort shops.

the extra travel is detrimental to the environment 

producing more emissions.

Commuter journeys to and from Portobello are also 

adversely impacted No change

No impact 

As there is no through route using Pittville Street Strongly disagree

The extra traffic forced to use Brighton Place is 

contributing to more delays in Portobello High Street

Why is there no opportunity to comment on the impact 

on the roads included in the scheme.

there must be resident in the area who like the scheme 

and others who oppose it Strongly disagree

The rerouting of traffic bas increased pollution 

I expect that the monitoring will provide details of the 

additional milage and the additions carbon and 

particulates No

The scheme has no disenable benefits for cycling or 

walking No

The scheme was introduced to pander to the requests of 

a few residents in Brunstane Road who manages to 

convince the local councillor to promote the scheme.

She is gone and so should the over restrictive scheme.

Better management of the parking to allow passing places 

would offer balanced approach

The full consequences of the proposed scheme should be 

identified and a balance approach to the decision should 

be made preferably without political influences taking 

over.

a full set of data should be collated prior to the trial 

implementation and during it to quantify the impact on 

the environment

As an individual  Strongly disagree

Our car milage has increased as we have to travel much 

further to access the A1. I calculated the increase at an 

additional 1.5 miles per journey. No change Strongly disagree Strongly disagree No

I walk, cycle and take the bus as much as possible anyway 

- the measures have had no impact on encouraging me to 

do more. I opt to cycle to Fort Kinnaird/Asda as a first 

choice however I have to visit my elderly father in 

Haddington by car. No

One way on Brunstane rd with one side double yellow 

would have reduced the traffic congestion.

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact

When i took up residence in this street it was quiet little 

side street, now it has become a mini motorway. I 

appreciate the problem with Brunstane Road, but 

diverting all the traffic down Milton Drive seems a bit 

extreme.

While Milton Drive is a one way street I would like to 

bring to your attention the number of vehicles that are 

ignoring the sign that have been posted,and are speeding 

the wrong way down the street, a accident waiting to 

happen, residents reversing from their driveways and 

checking for oncoming traffic, are not expecting vehicles 

speeding the wrong way.

I would suggest that a camera should be fitted and these 

lawbreakers pay a relative fine.

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact

I live in a development of 52 flats on Milton Road East- 

opposite Kings Manor Hotel. This stretch of road is 

40mph, so it is already a fast road as we get traffic 

hurtling along from all areas, including Harry Lauder 

Road. Now that cars cannot get down Brunstane Road to 

access Portobello there has been a significant increase in 

cars speeding along Milton Road East ( often frustrated as 

they don’t know how to access Portobello). Our only exit 

from our properties (all 52 flats) is via the entrance/exit 

(opposite corner shop at Brunstane Bank) and due to 3 

issues it is becoming extremely difficult to get out of our 

development by car. 

The 3 issues are;

1. Vastly increased number of cars using Milton Road East 

now that Brunstane Road has been blocked off. The 

increase is very significant. 

2. The speed of the road - 40mph - with many breaking 

this speed limit. 

3. Cars parked on Milton Road East all along our entrance  

( in an area marked with white shevrons where you are 

not allowed to park) I can send you photos of these cars, 

blocking our vision when trying to exit into this road. It is 

really dangerous. 

The combination of these 3 issues is making it very 

difficult for the residents at 99,93  & 91 Milton Road East 

(52 properties) to exit into the road as our vision is 

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact

Today we sat and discussed how traffic deflected by our 

road's closure (ie Brunstane Rd) has affected Coillesdene 

residents.

We came up with two alternative mitigation suggestions 

but perhaps the officers dealing with the ETRO have 

already considered these?

Anyway they are as follows

1. (The most controversial!) All Coillesdene roads fronting 

Milton Rd could be "No Through Road"s. 

    a)This would stop rat running through the Coillesdenes.

    b)All Coillesdene residents would have to access Milton 

Rd via Musselburgh Rd

2. Introduce "No Through Road"s from Milton Drive, 

Milton Terrace and Eastfield Gdns at their northern ends 

onto Coillesdene Ave.

    a)This would stop rat running through the Coillesdenes

    b)This would enable residents south of Coillesdene Ave 

to access Milton Rd directly, but those north of 

Coillesdene Ave would have to access      Milton Rd via 

Musselburgh Rd.

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact

The one way system for Milton terrace is not working 

builder’s vans are repeated ignoring the One way system 

and there have been few incidents which could have been 

fatal   Some van have been shouting abuse at on coming 

drivers.   Traffic from Milton Grove are turning right   

There is no signage to indicate to that Milton Terrace  is 

one way.  The bin collection lorries also ignore the signage

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact

All traffic from Seaview Crescent looking to gain access to 

Milton Drive south for travel westbound, now need to 

travel via Milton Terrace north then back along 

Coillesdene Avenue (passed the old peoples housing).  

This of course also includes a large number of Seaview 

Terrace residents who park their vehicles in Seaview 

Crescent.

To reduce the traffic travelling along Seaview Crescent, 

Coillsdene Avenue and to reduce unnecessary mileage I 

would suggest that Milton Drive north should operate in 

the same way as Milton Terrace north as 2 way. This 

would effectively halve the traffic using Milton Terrace 

north and Coillesdene Avenue. 

Obviously, I am not party to why Milton Drive South and 

Milton Terrace are now operating as 1 way, but this 

would not be impacted by this proposal.

Perhaps a more pressing problem is the number of 

potholes now developing on Milton Terrace and Seaview 

Crescent. This should probably be addressed before 

winter sets in as it will inevitably lead to claims for 

broken suspension as well as posing a potential danger to 

cyclists.
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Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an 

organisation?  - Responding as

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - To what 

extent do you agree or disagree that the changes have 

been beneficial during the trial?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have been beneficial during the trial? - Please 

write any comments in the box below.

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - During the trial how would you 

gauge traffic numbers within your street?

During the trial how has the volume of traffic changed 

within your street? - Please write any comments in the 

box below.

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - o what extent do you agree or disagree that 

Considering the wider Portobello area (out with the 

immediate area of Brunstane Road and the Coillesdene 

area), to what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

trial has had a positive impact on the surrounding 

streets? - Please write any comments in the box below.

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - changes have had an impact on the environment?

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the 

changes have had a positive impact on the environment?

 - Please write any comments in the box below.

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

During the trial have you walked, wheeled or cycled 

more?

 -  Please write any comments in the box below.

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - made permanent

Would you like the trial to be made permanent in its 

current form? - Please provide any further comments in 

the box below including any modifications you feel 

should be made.

Do you have any suggestions on how future similar 

schemes should be consulted and implemented? - any 

suggestions

As an individual  Other comments included from email contact
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