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Charging for visitor access to St Giles’ Cathedral  
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1. Recommendations 

1.1 It is recommended that the Council:  

1.1.1 Authorises the Kirk Session, through The Church of Scotland General  

 Trustees, to vary the title deed provisions to allow charging for non-

 worshipping entry to the St Giles’ Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Kerr 

Chief Executive 

Contact: Kevin McKee, Head of Legal Services and Deputy Monitoring Officer 

E-mail: Kevin.McKee@edinburgh.gov.uk| Tel: 0131 529 3906 

Contact: Sarah Woolman, Trainee Solicitor  

Email: Sarah.Woolman@edinburgh.gov.uk| Tel: 0131 529 3906  
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Report 
 

Charging for visitor access to St Giles’ Cathedral  

2. Executive Summary 

2.1 Edinburgh High Kirk (St Giles’ Cathedral) is maintained and managed by the Kirk 

Session. The Kirk Session, through The Church of Scotland General Trustees, 

seeks to vary the title deed provisions to allow charging for non-worshipping entry to 

the building.  

2.2 In order to do so, the Kirk Session requires the consent of the City of Edinburgh 

Council (as successor to the Provost, Magistrates etc. of the City of Edinburgh). 

 

3. Background 

3.1 Edinburgh High Kirk (St Giles’ Cathedral), built in the 14th Century, is a key asset in 

the Old Town of Edinburgh. The Kirk Session has relied heavily on voluntary 

donations, mainly from visitors and tourists, to assist with the upkeep and 

maintenance of the building. However, the Covid-19 pandemic caused the reduction 

in voluntary donations in 2020 and 2021. Additionally, there has been a rise in listed 

ecclesiastical buildings insurance. The effect of this is that, in the absence of having 

the ability to levy a charge for entry into the building, the Kirk Session is increasingly 

unable to adequately maintain the fabric of the building.  

 

4. Main report 

4.1 The Church of Scotland General Trustees hold the title to St Giles’ Cathedral. The 

title deeds were registered in the General Register of Sasines in 1927 when the 

Scottish Ecclesiastical Commissioners were empowered to frame the Edinburgh 

Burgh Church’s Scheme. In 2017 they were registered in the Land Register of 

Scotland as part of The Church of Scotland General Trustees’ programme of 

voluntary registration.  

4.2 The provisions of the Edinburgh Burgh Church’s Scheme stipulate specific 

conditions about charging. The public are given a free right of access to St Giles’ 

Cathedral on weekdays, other than during services. This right is qualified by being 

only during such hours as the Kirk Session might appoint.  
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4.3 Therefore, the current title deed provisions do not allow the Kirk Session to impose 

a general charge for access.  

4.4 The Scheme does allow for the Kirk Session to seek to change the provisions of the 

Scheme, by asking the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland to do so. Prior 

to this they are required to secure the consent of all parties whose rights would be 

affected by such a change. Extract from the Scheme reads as follows: 

13. Save as herein otherwise provided, it shall be lawful to the General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland from time to time amend, modify 

or otherwise alter the provisions of this Scheme; Provided always that in 

so far as such provisions are in favour of the present Ministers of any of the 

said fourteen Edinburgh Burgh Churches no amendment, modification or 

alteration thereof shall be made without the written consent of each Minister 

who would be affected thereby being first obtained thereto; And further that 

no amendment, modification or alteration of any provision of this 

Scheme shall affect the rights of any party or body other than the 

Church of Scotland and its members, unless the same shall have been 

consented to by such party or body. 

4.5 The title deed provisions stipulate those bodies that are designated as “being so far 

as known the whole persons or bodies having or claiming to have rights or duties in 

connection with the said Cathedral Church of St Giles”. This includes the following:  

(i) The Trustees for the Chapel for the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of 
the Thistle of the First Part;  

(ii) The Managing Board of St Giles Cathedral of the Second Part; 
(iii) The Edinburgh Ecclesiastical Commissioners of the Third Part;  
(iv) The Minister and Kirk Session of the High Kirk, Edinburgh of the Fourth Part;  
(v) The Presbytery of Edinburgh of the Fifth Part;  
(vi) The Commissioners of His Majesty's Works and Public Buildings of the Sixth 

Part; and  
(vii) The Provost, Magistrates &c. of the City of Edinburgh  

4.6 The City of Edinburgh Council is the successor to the Provost, Magistrates etc. of 

the City of Edinburgh.  

4.7 Therefore, the Kirk Session requests the consent of the Council to vary the title 

deed provisions to allow charging for non-worshipping entry to the building. The 

Church of Scotland General Trustees have already provided their support for the 

request.  

5. Next Steps 

5.1 No further steps.  

  

6. Financial impact 

6.1 There is no financial impact of this proposal on the Council.   
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7. Community Impact 

7.1 This change would mean that non-worshipping citizens of Edinburgh who wish to 

visit St Giles’ Cathedral would require to pay an entry charge. 

 

8. Background reading/external references 

8.1  None.  

 

9. Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 1 - Extract ER-CH-64-234 from the Edinburgh Burgh Church’s Scheme.  
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