Edinburgh Local Development Plan November 2016

Entertainment and Leisure Uses
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Policies Ret 7 and Ret 8 apply a sequential approach to the location of entertainment
and leisure uses such as cinemas, theatres, restaurants, night clubs, ten pin bowling,
bingo halls and soft play centres. These policies will also be applied to proposals
for visitor attractions supporting Edinburgh’s role as a major tourist destination and
cultural centre of international importance.

The preferred locations for entertainment and leisure development are the City
Centre (as shown on the Proposals Map), the eight nine town centres and as part of
mixed use regeneration proposals at Leith Waterfront and Granton Waterfront.

Policy Ret 7 Entertainment and Leisure Developments -

Preferred Locations

Planning permission will be granted for high quality, well designed arts, leisure and

entertainment facilities and visitor attractions in the City Centre, at Leith and Granton

Waterfront and in a town centre, provided:

a)

b)

Q)
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the proposal can be integrated satisfactorily into its surroundings with attractive
frontages to a high quality of design that safeguards existing character

the proposal is compatible with surrounding uses and will not lead to a
significant increase in noise, disturbance and on-street activity at unsocial hours
to the detriment of living conditions for nearby residents

the development will be easily accessible by public transport, foot and cycle.

The purpose of this policy is to identify the preferred locations for entertainment and
leisure development and to ensure that such proposals make a positive contribution
in terms of the type of use and quality of design, are in accessible locations and do
not introduce unacceptable noise and late night disturbance.

The City Centre has a mixed use character and provides a wide range of leisure
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uses, arts and cultural establishments and pubs and restaurants. Whilst recognising
the importance of such uses to the local and national economy, the policy takes
account of potential impact on the environment and local residents.

Entertainment and leisure uses will be a key component of the major regeneration
proposals at Leith Waterfront and Granton Waterfront and are also appropriate in
town centres, contributing to the diversity and vitality.

Policy Ret 8 Entertainment and Leisure Developments — Other Locations

Planning permission will be granted for entertainment and leisure developments in

other locations provided:

a)

b)
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all potential City Centre, or town centre options have been thoroughly assessed
and can be discounted as unsuitable or unavailable

the site is or will be made easily accessible by a choice of means of transport and
not lead to an unacceptable increase in traffic locally

the proposal can be integrated satisfactorily into its surroundings with attractive
frontages to a high quality of design that safeguards existing character

the proposal is compatible with surrounding uses and will not lead to a
significant increase in noise, disturbance and on-street activity at unsocial hours
to the detriment of living conditions for nearby residents.

This policy sets out criteria for assessing proposals for entertainment and leisure
developments in other locations, such as commercial centres, local centres and
elsewhere in the urban area. Key considerations include accessibility by public
transport, design quality and impact on the character of the area and local residents.
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